
PREFACE 

The notes in this folder are based on research on Milford houses 
conducted by Mrs. Alberta Hagar and Mrs. Armstrong Hunter, long­ 
time Milford residents, with the cooperation of the owners of the 
houses in 1968, the time of the project. 

The Isaac Abbott House 
The Aladon Averill House 
The Ebenezer Averill, Jr. House 
The Nehemiah Barker Homestead 
The Phineas Blanchard House 
The Caleb Brown House 
Col. Joshua Burnham's Tavern 

(The Hutchinson Family Homestead) 
The Daniel Burns Jr., House 
The John Burns, Jr. House 
The Joshua Burns House 
The Timothy Colburn House 
The William Darracott Jr., House 
The Moses Foster Homestead 
The Daniel Goodwin House 
The Abiel Holt House 
The Hopkins-Tucker House 
Abner Hutchinson House 

Burnham House 
The Benjamin Hutchinson Homestead 
The Nathaniel Hutchinson House 
The James Johnson House 
The William Marvel House 
The William Peabody House 
The Col. John Shepard, Jr. House 
The Elisha Towne House 
The Deacon John Wallace House 

Emerson Road 
Jennison Road 
Off Jennison Road 
Foster Road 
Savage Road 
Judd Hall Road 
North River Road 

Burns Road 
Mullen Road 
Colburn Road 
Echo Road 
18 Elm Street 
Federal Hill Road 
Federal Hill Road 
8 Grove Street 
Elm Street 
North River Road 

North River Road 
North River Road 
Ruonala Road 
North River Road 
North River Road 
11 Mont Vernon Road 
149 Nashua Street 
North River Road 



/' \ 

,..... 



The Isaac Abbott House 
Emerson Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 5, p. 46 

) 

This house is situated on Emerson Road between Federal Hill Road and Ponemah 
Hill Road. The frame of the main house, a center chimney colonial, according to 
local tradition was raised in a snowstorm in August, 1816, or eighteen-hundred­ 
and-freeze-to-death, the year in which there was snow and frost every month of 
the year in New Hampshire. The ell on the right side of the house is older than 
the main house and may have been built in 1778. 

The first relevant entry in the Registry of Deeds records the fact that in 
1768 Rebecca Blanchard, widow of Joseph Blanchard, sold to William Patterson "a 
tract of land in Town of Monson, one hundred acres, more or less, for sixty 
pounds lawful money" (silver). There is no mention of any buildings on the land. 
In 1778 William Patterson sold the same tract to Adam Patterson for two hundred 
and forty-five pounds, lawful money "with buildings on the same." It is possible 
that the first buildings were put up between 1768 and 1778 and were located to 
the left of the present house where a fieldstone cellar hole is visible in the 
large clump of lilacs. 

In 1778 Adam Patterson sold the property to Isaac Abbot (or Abbott) for 
nine hundred and ten pounds lawful money. Does the large increase in price with­ 
in a year indicate that what is now the ell was built during 1778 by Adam Patter­ 
son? This ell, like the main house which was to come later, is on solid granite 
foundations and probably stood alone at first. In the ell there are corner posts, 
panelling on the lower half of the walls, and under one room an old milk room. 
Part of the original fireplace is still standing, although the bake ovens have 
been torn out. At the rear of the remaining fireplace there is a brick structure 
into which a large iron kettle (still in the house) can be set. In 1962 the shed, 
extending south, was rebuilt under the old roof. 

The main house, with its pegged frame, was built in 1816. It has the old 
pulpit stairs in the front hall, wooden wall panelling, twelve-over-twelve windows 
with many old panes, and Indian shutters in most of the downstairs windows. Many 
of the floors still have the wide boards and an upstairs back room has three foot 
wide board walls. There are four working fireplaces in the main part of the 
house. The extra-large kitchen fireplace has been temporarily bricked in and, 
although the hearthstone is still in place, the large mantle has been cut in half. 
Two walls were taken out downstairs and one put in, thus dividing the south end 
of the house into two rooms instead of the original three. An old staircase was 
removed at the southeast end of the house. 



The property remained in the Abbott family for over one hundred and seventy 
years. In 1889 Estella Abbott, daughter of Franklin I. Abbott, married Charles 
S. Emerson. Mr. Emerson became a prominent citizen of Milford and the house was 
soon known as the Emerson Farm and the road, Emerson Road. In 1944 the property 
was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Perley Chappell and in 1956 sold again to Mr. and Mrs. 
Armstrong Hunter. 



The Aladon Averill House 
Jennison Road' 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 1051, p. 344 

Aladon Averill (1791-1865), son of Ebenezer Averill, Jr., built this house 
in 1820 (M.T.H. p. 980) on part of his father's farm on what was then called 
the Old Mont Vernon Road, now Jennison Road. It is approximately two miles 
from town. 

) 

The original house was a Cape Cod center chimney type. At some later 
date it was elevated to form a two story colonial type, a common practise at 
one period. At some point a woodshed was moved to the southeasterly end of the 
main house and used as a kitchen. This joined the main house to the shed, barn, 
and stab le. 

The center chimney was torn out at some time, but two of the old fireplace 
mantels, over eight feet long, remain, the larger in a southeast room, and the 
other in the northeast. There are hand hewn corner posts downstairs and hand 
hewn beams in the attic. The northeast room has Indian shutters. There is 21" 
wide panelling in some of the rooms, and there was hand stencilling on the walls 
of the first floor but this has been covered with paper. 

Upstairs many of the original 12 over 12 windows are in place, one of 
which has the names of E. A. Tuck and Levi Curtis scratched in it. New 12 over 
12 windows have been installed downstairs. A stoned up well is known to exist 
under the house. At the time the chestnut blight hit the local chestnut trees, 
chestnut trees from the farm were felled and new floors laid downstairs from 
the wood. Many old timbers were replaced and general remodelling done. A 
fireplace was put in the ell. 

Granville Clifford Averill (1811-1885), nephew of Aladon and son of Eben 
Averill, 3rd, married in 1837 and moved into the house. Aladon moved to town. 
When Granville's wife died in 1864 he moved away and Levi Curtis took it over 
until 1897, when he died. 

Levi Curtis' first wife, Fanny Averill, died in 1866 and he married for a 
second time in 1867, Elizabeth Wilkins, widow of Luke Wilkins of Mont Vernon. 
On the map of 1854 the house was owned by Granville Clifford Averill and on the 
map of 1901 it was owned by Jesse Wilkins, son of Elizabeth Wilkins by her 
first husband. The present owners (1968) are Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Carter. 
Mrs. Carter's father, Walter Jennison, purchased the property in 1907. 





The Ebenezer Averill, Jr. House 
Off Jennison Road 

) 

Ebenezer Averill came to Milford in 1752 from Topsfield, Mass., and set­ 
tled near the Mont Vernon line. His son, Ebenezer, Jr. (1751-1837), came here 
with his father and remained upon the farm the rest of his life. He became a 
well-to-do farmer and erected a frame house in 1786 which "was so unusual an 
event as to call people from near and far to witness the strange appearance." 
(Milford Town History, page 393). Large stones were used to fill in the cellar 
of the original log cabin which was located in back of the present house. 

Eben Averill, 3rd (1783-1869), son of Ebenezer, Jr., settled upon the 
homestead and married Fanny Bradford of Amherst. Their daughter, Fanny (1815- 
1866), married Levi Curtis (1813-1897) in 1842 and they lived upon the farm for 
a few years. The map of 1854 gives Averill and Curtis as owners. Later, Levi 
Curtis moved to the Aladon Averill farm slightly south of the Ebenezer Averill 
farm. 

Levi and Fanny Curtis' daughter, Rosaline (1845-?) married Charles G. 
Rideout in 1865 and they lived on the original Averill farm. Their daughter, 
Nellie (1869-1934), married Edward B. Hall (1863-1960) of Bookline in 1892, 
and Mr. Edward Hall was the owner of the property on the map of 1901. The 
Halls had a daughter, Ruth, and they lived on the farm until Mr. Hall sold the 
property to Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Perkins of Melrose, Mass., in 1944. This 
was the first time the ownership of the farm had passed out of the hands of 
the descendants of the original owners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Perkins tried to restore the original house built in 1786. 
The old center chimney and three fireplaces had been taken down over one hundred 
years earlier. A new center chimney was built and two fireplaces were rebuilt 
with the hearths and facings being made of the old brick which had served as 
flues for the stoves then in use. The stone hearth of the original fireplace 
in the back kitchen (which took an eight foot log) had been used as the end 
foundation for the new kitchen which was built to the east of the original 
house, probably when the original center chimney was taken out. One mantel and 
surrounding wainscotting had not been removed. Wide pine boards found in the 
shed were used as wainscotting and mantels around the rebuilt fireplaces. The 
windows on the front of the house were changed back to nine over six to match 
the ones on the back of the house, which were original and had not been removed. 
All of the rooms have wide pine floors, wainscotting, and guns-stock posts. 
The doors have the original H & L hinges and latches. The original Christian 



door was found and returned to the front of the house. Some furniture from the 
house was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Perkins at the two auctions that were held 
by Mr. Hall. 

Mrs. C. D. Perkins is still the owner in 1968. 



The Nehemiah Barker Homestead 
Foster Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 171, p. 297 

The farm when owned by M. F. Foster 

Nehemiah Barker (17? - 1810) came to Milford about 1782 from Methuen, 
Mass. He seems to have been the first settler on this farm which was situated 
so near to what was to have been the center of the town of Monson (1746-1770). 
The Monson Rock on the site of the proposed meeting house for Monson is in the 
woods about a 1/2 mile north of the Barker house. 

) 

Nehemiah Barker was to become one of the most substantial men in Milford 
as indicated by the fact that he was one of the committee of fifteen appointed 
in 1802 to fix the salary and attend to other details in connection with the 
calling of the Rev. Humphrey Moore as the first settled minister in Milford. 
(M.T.H. p. 168). 

Joel Barker (1764-1832), only son of Nehemiah and his wife Mary, lived on 
the homestead. His first wife was Sarah Foster, daughter of Edward Foster of 
Federal Hill, whom he married in 1793. She died in 1820 and Joel married again, 
Catherine Lovejoy of Hollis, in 1821. John Barker (1805-1845), son of Joel, 
lived on the homestead and was deeded the property by his father in 1833. He 
married Martha Woolson in 1840, and apparently there were no children. In 
1846, John's widow, Martha, deeded the property to B. A. Kendrick. 

On the map of 1854 the owner is given as William Colburn, but this should 
probably be Washington Colburn (M.T.H. p. 642). Washington Colburn, son of 
Peter, was born in Milford in 1814 and lived in Hollis. He returned to Milford 
in 1850 and possibly purchased the house then. By 1867 Moses F. Foster was the 
owner of the property and in that year remodelled the farm. 

Moses F. Foster (1832-19?) was the son of Moses Foster, Jr., and the bro­ 
ther of Deacon John E. Foster, and lived on Federal Hill until his father moved 
to town in 1848. Moses F. Foster was a cotton manufacturer and lived in 
Georgia for many years. He married Addie Doane in 1841, and their only child, 
Fanny, was born in Georgia in 1862. She married Ralph C. Bartlett, son of 
Deacon George F. Bartlett of Milford in 1897, and they lived on the farm. 
Moses F. Foster was still the owner on the map of 1901. 

When Moses F. Foster remodeled the farm in 1867, he raised the house so that 
the original first floor became the second. The dating of the various barns on 
the place is uncertain, but several large ones were probably built by Mr. Foster. 



The property was sold after the death of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Bartlett to 
the White Mountain Freezer Co. After that it changed hands several times until 
in 1964 it was bought by Milton and Barbara Watts, the present owners (1968). 
In 1967 they began an extensive remodelling. The piazza that had been added in 
1906 was removed; new windows to replace those put in in 1867 were put in; the 
kitchen was relocated from the ell and put into the rear of the main house. 
Old wood from the attic was used for cupboards, walls, etc. During this re­ 
modelling a difference in construction techniques between the old upstairs and 
the newer downstairs was noted. 



The Phineas Blanchard House 
Savage Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 96, p. 367 

) 

This house is located in the western part of Milford on Savage Road in the 
area known as the Mile Slip approximately four miles from the center of Milford. 
The earliest traced entry of a deed that is surely for this property describes a 
transaction in 1813 when Phineas Blanchard (1777-1822) sold 33 acres of land to 
his brother, James Blanchard, for $400. Phineas Blanchard was the son of Stephen 
Blanchard, who had come to the Mile Slip from Andover, Mass., in 1776. 

There is an earlier entry in Vol. 48, p. 487, in which Simon Cummings, in 
1799, sold 50 acres to Phineas Blanchard for $270, which may be the same property. 
Since Phineas married Sarah Stevens in 1799 he may have purchased the land that 
year and built the house for his bride. 

Judging from interior paneling and moldings around the door casings in the 
house proper, this part in its entirety was probably constructed first; the con­ 
necting "summer kitchen," woodshed and barn being later additions. The frame 
construction of the house and barn is mortise and tenon with wooden pegs. 

When the property was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. David Willard in 1961, an 
extensive and meticulous restoration job was undertaken. The finished product 
is a gem. Old features still present include raised paneling extending to the 
ceiling over the keeping room fireplace with its original crane and brick oven. 
There are two small cupboards at either end of this paneling, each with its own 
raised panel door. Unusual soapstone hearths are found at two of the three fire­ 
places, and all floors are random width boards. 

The original stairway was apparently in the back of the house out of the 
present bathroom. This had been closed off, and there is now a narrow "captain's 
staircase" leading from the front hall to the upstairs rooms. 

When removing wallpaper in one of the small back rooms, a narrow horizontal 
board set into the plaster was found which ran around the whole room at a height 
of about 6 1/2 feet from the floor. Upon close inspection, one could tell that 
wooden pegs had at one time been set into it at about 4" intervals. This room 
was probably the main storage area in earlier times. 

When removing paint from one of the mantles, it was discovered that there 
had been a delicate row of <lentil molding as part of the cornice. These had 
been sawed off so neatly that one would have no way of knowing that they once 



existed as long fS the area was covered with paint. Evidently a previous owner 
did not relish the thought of trying to force paint into all those corners! 

When David Dickey owned the property in the early 1900's, with the aid of 
one horse, he moved the barn a short distance to its present position. ? Bentley, 
who owned the house in 1947, installed the bathroom and kitchen. Lawrence 
Gaunt, who owned the property from 1947 to 1955, opened the fireplaces, built 
the breezeway out of old barn timbers, and cemented the floor. The area that 
is now used as a kitchen was originally a shed housing the well. The latter is 
presently under the kitchen stove! Tom Eastwood, owner from 1955-59, cemented 
the cellar floor and put in the front stairs. 

The property in 1968 includes twelve acres of land. There is a small 
cooper's shop across the street from the house. The house and land changed 
hands very frequently over the years, with the owner on the map of 1854 Abel 
T. Rideout, and on the map of 1901, H.F. Green. The present owners, in 1968, 
are Mr. and Mrs. David Willard. 



Caleb Brown House 
Judd Hall Place 
Judd Hall Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 30, p. 462 

) 

The story of this house begins with Caleb Brown, who was born in Brookline, 
New Hampshire, in 1758. In 1780, he bought a 50 acre tract of land from Jonathan 
Blanchard of Dunstable, Massachusetts, paying him with shingles cut from the 
trees on the property. Here he. brought his bride of a year, Elizabeth Bailey, 
and they built a house in which their first child, Elizabeth, was born on 
September 23, 1782. Later Caleb bought 125 1/2 more acres to add to his farm. 

After Caleb's death at the age of 85, the house passed to his sixth child, 
Jacob; his other children having all moved away. Jacob later moved to Nashua 
and the property came into the hands of the Badger family, who were the owners on 
map of 1854. From the Badgers it passed to John Daniels, a native of Brook­ 
line, who had come to Milford in 1844. It remained with Daniels and his heirs 
for about 50 years. However, E. E. Foster was the owner on the map of 1901. 

By 1913, the house was owned by Judson Hall of Lawrence, Massachusetts, who 
for several years lived there year round. Later, after an illness, he lived in 
the house only in the summer while his wife and daughters stayed in the village. 
Mr. Hall, with his peg leg (he lost a leg in an accident at the Osgood Pond 
sawmill) was noted for his rough and boisterous appearance and eccentric manner. 

At his death the house passed on to Robert and Louisa Emmet, who did much 
toward saving it by replacing beams, reroofing and doing the chimney work. The 
property was then sold to Paul and Olive Kavanagh. In June, 1960, the farm was 
sold to Edward and Frances Blank, Jr. 

At the time the Blanks purchased the property, it was little more than a 
shell having no plumbing, electricity or other modern conveniences. A traditional 
Cape Cod with a center chimney, it was remarkably unchanged in basic features. 
The center chimney serves three fireplaces downstairs and one on the second floor. 
It is unusual in that it has two beehive ovens; the traditional one in the kitchen 
area and an additional oven in one of the front rooms. The front hall has a 
door that leads into the rear of the chimney. Through this door there is access 
to the smoke oven which is large enough for a person to stand up in. The upstairs 
bedroom, which has a fireplace at one end, is unusual because instead of the 
normal angled ceilings, the angles have been made into curves, which give the 
room the effect of an arched ceiling. 



The ell is not original, but was a smaller Cape (date unknown) located on 
the Badger Farm property on Mason Road. Since it was being torn down, the Blanks 
bought it and re-erected it, altering the roofline to fit the main house. Some 
of the walls of this ell are boards three feet wide taken from the loft of the 
Grassos' barn on Elm Street. A 200 year old barn has been brought from Lunenburg, 
Massachusetts, by the Blanks. This barn had originally been constructed with 
beams from an even older building. 

Approximately 200 yards from the house in the direction of Brookline are the 
foundations of a one-room schoolhouse, giving mute testimony to the number of 
families that once populated the Mile Slip. Now the house is the only old one 
remaining in the 3 1/2 miles from Mason Road to the Brookline town line. Judd 
Hall Road, which was closed by the town, has been rebuilt and is maintained by 
the OK Tool Co. and by Mr. and Mrs. Blank. 

/ 



Col. Joshua Burnham's Tavern 
The Hutchinson Family Homestead 

North River Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 5, p. 46 

) 

This house on North River Road is about two miles from the center of 
Milford. The land on which it stands was sold in 1772 by William Jones to 
Stephen Burnham. In 1777 Burnham sold a tract to his son Joshua Burnham "to­ 
gether with edifices and buildings on the same premises." 

Joshua Burnham was born in Gloucester, Mass., in 1754 and died in Milford 
in 1835, having come here "when a young man." He fought in the Revolutionary 
War, seeing action at the Battle of Bunker Hill, and was present when George 
Washington took command of the Army on July 2nd, 1775. He subsequently held 
various military offices up to Colonel in the state militia. He was a founder 
of Milford when it became a separate town in 1794, and at the first town meeting 
in 1795 was authorized to sell "American distilled spirits in the town of 
Milford." 

Just exactly when the house that is now standing was built is not certain, 
although part of the present ell may have been one of the "edifices" in 1777. 
The main house was built by Joshua Burnham sometime after his return from the 
Revolutionary War, and his architectural ideas may have been influenced by the 
Southern mansions he had seen. This might explain the thirteen foot high ceil­ 
ings and carved mantels. At any rate, the tradition is that he built the main 
house from hard, old-growth pine which was cut on the property. There are two 
large chimneys, each taking care of four fireplaces. These chimneys are sup­ 
ported by two archways built of brick on 10 x 16 foot granite bases. The bricks 
had come from England as ballast, discharged at Salem and brought to Milford by 
ox-cart. Protruding from the brickwork into the arch section are wooden two-by­ 
fours to support the kegs of wine and rum. 

The house was built to be an inn and a small back stairway ran down to the 
cellar so that the bar boy could bring up liquid refreshments without disturbing 
the guests. There was a store in the ell of the house and a sign outside that 
read: Rum Sold Here. 

The tradition is that the hip roof was laid out on the ground, pinned loose­ 
ly with oak pins, marked clearly in Roman numerals, taken down and re-assembled 
in place. The parlor and one bedroom were papered with twenty-by-forty inch 
sheets of wallpaper brought from France. 



The two rear rooms were kitchen-dining rooms with built-in cupboards for 
dishes and large fireplaces for cooking and baking. A north wing, later torn 
down, probably contained the main kitchen and servants quarters. 

A road from Boston to Vermont passed on the south side of the Souhegan 
River and a small bridge near the present Hayward Farms crossed over to the inn. 
The bridge had been privately built by Burnham and friends and in 1804 was 
knocked out by a flood. The town would not agree to build a new one. 

In 1824 Burnham sold the house and property to Jesse and Polly Hutchinson. 
Thirteen of their sixteen children were raised here, some of whom became famous 
as the Hutchinson Family Singers. They performed in the inter~st of temperance 
and abolition all over the eastern United States and in Great Britain. 

In 1880 Abby Hutchinson's husband, Ludlow Patton, extended the west wing 
thirty feet to take care of stables for his horses and quarters for his coach-­ 
man. As one of P. T. Barnum's publicity stunts (he was a friend of the 
Hutchinson Singers), Tom Thumb drove his small coach and horses through the 
front door, which is nearly four feet wide, and then down the wide (twelve foot) 
hallway in which there is a steamboat staircase. 

The house remained in possession of the descendants of the Hutchinson 
family until 1949, when it was bought by Mr. Lowell Mason. 



., 
Daniel Burns, Jr., House 

Burns Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 103, p. 432 

The Daniel Burns, Jr., House prior to 1883. 

) 

Daniel Burns, Jr., was the great grandson of John Burns who was one of the 
first settlers in Milford. John Burns was of Scotch-Irish descent, born in the 
north of Ireland in 1701, coming to this country in 1736 with a wife and three 
children, a fourth child being born on the passage over. He settled in what 
was later Hudson, New Hampshire, and bought land in this area in 1742. He pur­ 
chased 100 acres of land in the area of the Burns Memorial Rock on Rt. 13 and 
brought his family to the area in 1745. 

John Burns was one of the approximately 15 heads of families forming the 
new town of Monson in 1746. The tradition is that his first home was of bark 
and boughs; his second a log house; and his third, a frame house which was a 
rarity at the time it was built, although the exact date of its building is not 
known. The house was located somewhat north of Burns Rock. 

John Burns, Jr. (1732-1825) lived on Mullen Road and may have built the 
house there when he married in 1761. His second son, Daniel Burns, Sr. (1764- 
1860) was born in the Mullen Road house. Daniel, Sr., married in 1788 and the 
Burns family tradition is that his son, Daniel Jr. (1791-1866) was born in the 
old frame house built by the first John Burns, which had been moved to Burns 
Road, possibly during the 1780's, perhaps following the death of John Burns, Sr., 
in 1782. Two bricks in the possession of Burns descendants are marked 1785 and 
1786. Were they perhaps part of a chimney put into the old frame house when it 
was moved to its new location on Burns Road west of where the house pictured 
above was later built? 

Daniel Burns, Jr., married in 1817, and another Burns family tradition is 
that he built the house pictured above in 1816. The register of deeds entry 
above is for a transaction in 1815 when Daniel, Sr., deeded 1/2 the property, 
140 acres, to Daniel, Jr. This house, two miles from the center of town on 
Burns Road, was built with lumber from trees blown down on September 22, 1815 
"in one of the most violent tempests ever experienced ••. trees and fences were 
blown down." (M.T.H. p. 176) 

The house as originally built was a center chimney, hip-roofed house with 
a staircase going around the chimney. There were two barns on different levels 
across the road southwest of the house. There may also have been at some time 
a barn east of the house as shown in the picture. In 1897 the barns southwest 
of the house burned and after that the old frame house in which Daniel, Sr., 



had lived, was used as a barn. It was finally taken down in 1945 when new 
barns, northeast of the house, were put into use. 

In 1883-84 Eli Burns (1827-1901) son of Daniel Burns, Jr., tore out the 
center chimney and staircase. He also removed some partitions between rooms. 
Then, between 1906-1910, Herbert Burns (1861-1942), son of Eli, tore off the 
east ell and moved the house about 50 feet northeast. He raised the roof, 
added a new section across the north end of the house, built a new ell to the 
east, and added all of the porches. 

There are still some old features in the house: old latches, old doors, 
a corner post in the northwest corner room and red and green stencilling in 
the front hall. The stencilling has been copied in order to have a record of 
it. 

The house has never been out of the Burns family. On the map of 1854 
it was owned by Daniel Burns, and on the map of 1901 by Eli S. Burns. The 
present owner (1968) is Harlan E. Burns. 



The John Burns, Jr., Farm 
Mullen Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vo 1. 6 35, p. 30 

) 

This farm of over 200 acres is located on Mullen Road, off Osgood Road, 
three miles from the center of town. Originally it was the John Burns, Jr. 
(1732-1825) farm. He came to Milford with his father John Burns, Sr., in 
1745 and married Elizabeth Jones, daughter of Jonathan and Elizabeth Jones of 
Wilmington, Mass., in 1761. He probably built the original one story dwelling 
for his bride at the time of his marriage. 

A story handed down through the years tells that "When he was a young man 
he got up early one morning and walked 51 miles to Boston barefooted, bought a 
gun and returned home the same day." Another time, he shot a deer over near 
the Souhegan River and dragged it home by himself. After his wife died in 1782 
he lived alone doing his own cooking and spinning the flax he raised. He died 
at the home of his son, Moses Burns, in 1825. 

By 1823, his grandson, Asa Burns (1798-1880), son of Moses, had taken over 
the farm. This could be the transaction described in Vol. 144, p. 611. 

By 1900, the farm had been sold to Michael Holland. In 1903, Holland 
raised the roof and made the original one story house into a two story house 
over the old granite-block foundation on which it stands today. He also rebuilt 
the barn, which still stands and is in use, making it into one of the largest 
in this area, 90 feet long by 30 feet wide. 

In 1905, Holland sold to his son-in-law, Michael Mullen, whose name is 
associated with the farm and the road to it. This is the transaction in 
Vol. 635, p. 30. Mullen built on the large piazza the full length of the house 
in 1921. Though in disrepair, the piazza is also still in use. 

In June, 1927, Mullen sold the farm to Robert Watts of Nashua, who carried 
on a large dairy farm. Between 1928 and 1957 the property changed hands several 
times. In 1957 it was sold to George H. Harling, the present owner (1968). 
With the various changes in ownership the farm had fallen into disrepair. 

During the first year of the Harlings' ownership a worn sill at the back 
of the house was replaced, a new roof was put on, a 10 foot dug well (then the 
water supply) was covered and an artesian well was put in. The original water 
supply for the farm was a 20 foot dug well upon the hill behind the house. 
This well is still in existence but not in use. 



One of the two chimneys on the house was moved to an outside wall. Recent­ 
ly the house has been converted to oil heat, though Ashley and black iron stoves 
still supplement the central heating system. Much new plumbing has been put in 
also. 

The large ice shed that once stood back of the house was torn down in the 
1960's, but the workshop and garage at the rear of the house are still in use. 
A back porch was put on to connect the woodshed with the house. Several support 
timbers have been put in the barn. The fields which were much overgrown have 
been slowly pushed back to the original stonewall fences. 

Except for improvements made for convenience, safety, or appearance, the 
Harlings have kept the original style of the farm. The owner on the map of 
1854 was Asa Burns, and on the map of 1901, Michael Holland. 
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The Joshua Burns House 
Colburn Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 3, p. 329 
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This house is located off Rt. 13 about a quarter of a mile up Colburn Road. 
It is on land that was owned by John Burns, one of the original settlers of Milford, 
prior to 1763. The oldest entry traced at the Registry of Deeds office states 
that in 1789 John Burns sold to Andrew (Burnam) Burnham 130 acres with all privi­ 
leges and appurtenances. In 1790 Burnham sold the same tract to his brother-in­ 
law, Joshua Burns, grandson of John Burns, Sr. and son of John Burns, Jr. The 
price was 105 pounds, lawful money. Joshua Burns sold it again in 1809 and it 
changed hands frequently after that. On the map of 1854, the owner was J. Clark 
and on the map of 1901, the owner was E. H. Clark, who willed the property to 
Mrs. Violet Gerry of Nashua. 

The house appears to have been built in very early times and was possibly 
moved to its present location from somewhere else. It would seem to have been 
built earlier than 1790 when Joshua Burns purchased the fann. The windows are 
very small, with Indian shutters which have been nailed in place. There is a 
large chimney and several fireplaces, one having brick ovens, a place for a kettle, 
and a dark room near the chimney. There is beautiful wainscotting and panelling, 
old hinges, old doors and cupboards. The house is a gem that should be rescued. 





The Timothy Colburn House 
Echo Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 60, p. 558 
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The entry in the Register of Deeds cited above states that in October, 
1799, Joseph Eastman sold sixty acres of land on this location to Timothy 
Colburn for $270. The deed was not recorded until February, 1804, and there 
was no mention of any buildings on this land. The Milford Town History says 
that Timothy Colburn (1778-1839) came here from Hollis in 1803. 

Probably the first building on this location was the Cape Cod style house 
which faces south, to which an ell was later added in two sections connecting 
directly to the carriage house. This ell is now a spacious 40 foot living 
room and kitchen, featuring a six foot fireplace, a reproduction of a typical 
fireplace of the Revolutionary period. It was copied from an old house in 
Hopkinton, N. H., and was constructed (in 1965) as it would have been in an 
earlier period. Small bricks were used and the crane and andirons are antique. 

Wide floorboards remain in four of the six rooms in the main house and in 
the second story of the carriage house. Pine sheathing was found in one room 
of the ~ain house when major renovations were undertaken in the mid-1960's. It 
has been retained, as have the board and batten doors in the upstairs. 

Of special interest was the discovery of stencilling on the walls of the 
original parlor of the main house. It is believed that it was done by Moses 
Eaton, an itinerant painter reputed to have been a Tory spy. The colors are 
green and red and feature several designs and a border similar to those found 
in stencilling in this area, in Vermont, and in the Connecticut Valley. Designs 
like these are also to be found in the Stencil House at the Shelburn Museum, 
Shelburn, Vermont. Since it was not possible to preserve the original stencil­ 
ling, drawings have been made and stencils cut. 

Among the old features that are gone but of which there was evidence were: 
the location of the original stairs to the second floor, fireplaces in each of 
the downstairs rooms in the main house (indicating the removal of a center 
chimney), wainscoting in the parlor below the stencilled walls, and a front 
door to the south which was once the front of the house. It is known that a 
road once passed to the south of the house. 

On the map of 1854 the house was owned by Jesse Goodale and on the map of 
1901 by Eugene L. Nelson. The present owners are Mr. and Mrs. Miles Garrod who, 
after buying the property in 1963, undertook extensive renovation and partial 
restoration. 
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The William Darracott, Jr., House 
18 Elm Street 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 47, p. 152 
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The William Darracott, Jr., house is just beyond the center of town on the 
south side of Elm Street. William Darracott, Sr. (1769-1825) was a cooper and 
was first taxed in Milford in 1795. In 1799 he bought 2 1/2 acres of land from 
Amos Blanchard for $40. He married Lydia Gutterson of Milford. 

William Darracott, Jr. (1799-1868), was a manufacturer of musical instru­ 
ments, making violins and larger instruments. One cello made by him is in the 
possession of Mr. Darius Robinson of Milford, and another one is owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Stimson of Milford. At one time the Darracotts had a shop on 
Cottage Street where the American Legion home is now located. Later William 
Darracott, Jr., became a dentist, the first to practise dentistry as a profes­ 
sion in Milford. He married Myra Hutchinson in 1823. 

The house pictured above may have been built between 1823 and 1830. It 
has been extensively remodelled but still has pegged beams in the attic and 
huge old beams in the cellar. A center chimney was long ago removed and narrow 
floorboards have long s Lrice replaced the hearth stones. There is one mantel in 
the upstairs north bedroom and another was taken out in the north room down­ 
stairs. Some old features remain however. The upstairs windows are twelve over 
eight and some of the panes are of old wavy glass. Most of the doors have the 
original latches. Sixteen to eighteen inch wide boards run horizontally around 
the lower part of the dining room. 

On the map of 1854 the house was owned by William Darracott, Jr., and on 
the map of 1901 it was owned by George Darracott, brother of William Darracott, 
3rd (1826-1852), who was the son of William Darracott, Jr. George married his 
brother's widow and lived in the homestead. He added an ell to the house in 
August, 1876. The house remained in the hands of Darracott relatives until 
1947 when Kitt Stimson purchased the property. The present owner (1968) is 
Carl Stimson, who acquired the property in 1952. 

\._) 





The Moses Foster Homestead 
Federal Hill Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 246, p. 147 
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Moses Foster (1755-1800), a Revolutionary War soldier from Ipswich, Mass., 
came to Milford in 1787 and purchased 76 acres of land on Federal Hill approxi­ 
mately three miles from the center of town. 

In 1788 he built what is now the ell of the Foster homestead. It was a 
cape style house with a small entry room on the east side of the house. Open­ 
ing off this to the left was the keeping room, a long room extending across the 
south end of the house, serving as kitchen, living room, dining room, etc. 
There was a large fireplace in the center of the south wall beside which there 
was a "set kettle" with fire pit. Off this room on the northwest was the pantry 
with wide panelling and gunstock beams. 

To the north, or right of the entry way, was the barning room with beauti­ 
ful wide pine panelling. Like the keeping room, the barning room extended 
across the full width of the house, only on the north end. A steep stairway 
leads up from the entry way to the "shed chamber" above, one room that extended 
the full length of the house. The original stairs, handhewn beams, wooden pegs 
and wide flooring are still in place. 

In 1828 the brick "Homestead" of which the Foster family was always so 
proud, was added beyond the south end of the original ell by Moses Foster, Jr. 
(1790-1874). His first wife was Fanny Coggin, whom he married sometime before 
1818; and his second wife was Diana Wallingford, who he married in 1842, the 
same year that his first wife died. 

The brick for the house was manufactured locally, at Dascomb's brickyard 
in Pine Valley. The granite used for the foundation, lintels, and hearths 
came from the Foster's own quarry west of the house. The pine used for the 

· floors and doors was from their own trees. The chimneys are supported by 
gracefully formed brick arches in the cellar. There are five fireplaces in the 
brick house, three downstairs and two upstairs. The north side of the fire­ 
place of the original ell was made into a large fireplace with Dutch ovens. In 
the front hall, near the stairs, there was green and red stencilling but it is 
no longer there. 

In 1848 Moses Foster, Jr., moved to town to a house on South Street that he 
had built. It is the only house shown on the west side of South Street on the 
map of 1854 (Village of Milford portion). On the map of 1901, that house was 
owned by J. H. Fay, and in 1968 by Barretto Granite Co. 



The transaction in which Moses Foster, Jr., made over the homestead to his 
son, Deacon John E. Foster (1824-?) is the one cited above in Vol. 246, p. 137, 
in December 1847, which is as far back as the deed has been traced in this 
study. John E. Foster married Sophia Farley in 1848, and his daughter, Flora 
(1886-?) married George N. Woodward and lived on the homestead. Mrs. Woodward 
was born, married, and celebrated her fiftieth wedding anniversary in the 
homestead. 

In 1938 Mrs. Woodward sold the farm to Bradley Frost of Milford. At that 
time the house had no heat, electricity, bathrooms or running water. Mr. Frost 
added all of these. What was then called the sunrrner kitchen, the old ell keep­ 
ing room, was made into the kitchen, and the winter kitchen, pantry and chamber 
at the back of the brick house were made into one long living room. The big 
fireplace in that room was opened up as were the other four fireplaces that had 
been closed up. The fireplace in the ell had been closed off and the hearth­ 
stone long since moved outdoors as a stepping stone in front of the side steps. 
This fireplace was not reopened. 

Across the road, which at the time went close by the side of the house, 
there was a large barn, silo, and wagon shed. There was also a cooper's shop 
with fireplace and panelling. In 1945 the town wished to straighten a bend in 
the road and all the buildings across the street were torn down. A new, smaller 
barn and garage were built using some of the wood from the demolished buildings. 
The new buildings were attached to the shed of the house. These changes made 
it possible to have a lawn beside the house. A stonewall was built at the edge 
of the road, some landscaping was done, and the old roadbed seeded. 

In 1959 Mr. Frost sold the house and part of the land to Louise Gale, who 
is still the owner in 1968. The owner on the map of 1854 and 1901 was John E. 
Foster. 



The Daniel Goodwin House 
Federal Hill Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 30, p. 390 
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Daniel Goodwin (1766-1845) was born in Newbury, Mass., and came to Milford 
before the incorporation of the town. The precise date of the construction of 
this house, two and a half miles from the center of town, has been impossible to 
determine. The first entry in the register of deeds relevant to this property 
states that in 1790 Daniel and his brother David Goodwin purchased "78A 22rd. 
with privileges and appurtenances" from David Pears on of Rowley, Mass." 

It seems to be a reasonable assumption that the house now standing was con­ 
structed during the early part of their ownership and probably by Daniel Goodwin. 
The Milford Town History (p. 707) says that David settled "next place north of 
his brother's." This theory is further authenticated by the materials and 
methods of construction that were discovered when a basic remodelling was under­ 
taken in 1946. 

In 1845 both Daniel and David Goodwin died and the property was deeded by 
Ezekial Goodwin (1795-1890), only son of Daniel, to one of David's sons, Israel 
(1817-1860). Ezekiel moved to the village and then to Manchester. Israel was 
living in his father's homestead so in the same year that the property came to 
him he sold it. It changed hands again that same year. 

In 1848 it came into the possession of Benjamin Woolson of Pepperell, 
Mass. Woolson was the owner on the map of 1854. He died in 1876 and the pro­ 
perty went to his daughter, Martha, who died in 1893. She was unmarried. On 
the map of 1901 the owner is Wheaton (Elizabeth and George Wheadon). There were 
no children. 

In 1945 after several other changes in ownership the property was bought by 
Baron R. and Ida P. Stow, who remodelled the house. They are still the owners 
in 1968. Although the Stows did not attempt a serious "restoration" they did 
try to restore the exterior form of the original house. The house was a center 
chimney salt box. The huge center chimney was probably constructed with native 
"Federal Hill clay." The basic framework remains with the hugh "main beam," the 
gunstock posts, handhewn timbers that are mortised and tenoned, handwrought nails 
and some old hardware. A porch on the north side and a "cake box" dormer at the 
south had been added at a later date. Both the porch and the dormer were re­ 
moved, the latter being replaced by two dormers. 



Headspace, lost for the stairwell, posed a problem which was solved when a 
stairway was designed rising from a small entrance hall which curves to give 
headroom for the cellar stairs beneath. It is probable that the original stairs 
rose very steeply from what is now the living room. Two partitions in the 
house were made of feather-edged handplaned boards. Some of these were sal­ 
vaged and were used for panelling the front hall and the dining room. 

The center chimney was taken down as it was in perilously unsafe condition 
and a new one built. The original dirt cellar was further excavated and a new 
chimney base built. The "Federal Hill clay" posed a problem in digging out a 
cellar. Picks had to be sharpened almost daily so hard was this subsoil. Only 
one of what appeared to have been three original fireplaces remained and only 
one fireplace was put in when the new center chimney was built. 

While much of the original framework, with the exception of sills, proved 
to be sound, it was necessary to replace nearly everything else. It was possi­ 
ble to save enough of the original wide pine boards to place them over the new 
floors in most of the downstairs rooms. 

The shed which joined the house to the barn was beyond salvage as was the 
barn itself. This has been replaced by a two-car garage and an office. Small 
entrance porticos have been added to the front and rear entrances and to the 
office. 



The Abiel Holt House 
8 Grove Street 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 30, p. 462 
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The land on which this house stands was purchased by Abiel Holt from Daniel 
and Jotham Shepard, sons of John, in 1793, and was part of the original land 
granted to John Shepard in 1741. Abiel Holt was a "house joiner" or carpenter, 
and probably built the house in 1793 or 1794. 

It is a center chimney type. The kitchen is at the rear of the house, with 
a fireplace that originally was a large one with a brick oven on one side. At 
one time the kitchen was partitioned to make two rooms and the brick oven was re­ 
moved and a small fireplace built for the second room. The granite hearthstone 
is eight feet, one inch long--and believed to be one of the longest hearthstones 
in New Hampshire. The panelling over the fireplace has candle burns in the wide 
boards from candles being placed on the narrow mantle. The floor has the original 
wide boards--as have all the floors in the house--and the ceiling has the original 
beams with the bark still on them. 

The west front room has Indian shutters and is the only room that has them. 
This room has a fireplace with a small cupboard to the left of "it, wainscoting 
with chair rail, and corner posts. The front room on the east side also has a 
fireplace, wainscoting and cornerposts. Here, the small cupboard is above and 
to the right of the fireplace. 

The front hall, in the center of the house, is narrow with captain stairs 
leading to the second story. Pegs fasten the newel posts to the stair rails and 
these may be removed to allow for the easier moving of furniture. Near the head 
of the stairway there is a narrow shelf or beam, perhaps to hold candles to light 
the hall and stairway. 

Upstairs there are fireplaces and wide boards in the two front bedrooms. 
The east room has beautiful carved woodwork around the fireplace. Corner posts 
are in both these rooms. The walls in the east room are stencilled and in fairly 
good condition. The back bedroom, over the kitchen, was originally two rooms 
with a wooden partition of wide boards. The wooden partition was removed by the 
Comires, making one large room. The partition on the west side of this room is 
still entirely of wide boards. There are corner posts in this room, too. 

The ell on the west of the house has a brick hot water heater with the copper 
water container still intact and in usable condition. There are wide boards in 



only one room of this ell as the other flooring had to be replaced. The windows 
in this ell are still the original small-paned windows--nine over six. 

When the porch was removed from the house, the original granite step was 
found underneath. 

The map of 1854 gives H. Holt as owner. In 1869, Spencer Guild purchased 
the property and he lived in it for 50 years. He owned a general store near the 
Oval. His sign, which hung outside his store, now hangs in the Camire kitchen. 
It has never been retouched and the name "S. Guild" can be easily read. His 
ledgers and journals are also the property of the Camire family. Mr. Guild's 
descendants owned the property until 1952. Then F. Stuart Friend became owner 
and in 1961 Mrs. Nathalie Camire became the owner. 



The Hopkins-Tucker House 
Elm Street 

) 

This lovely brick house is approximately a mile and a half from the center 
of Milford on the road to Wilton. Benjamin Hopkins was one of Milford's first 
settlers, buying land on what was the Charlestown School Farm in 1743. He did 
not settle on the land until two years later when he was 44 years old. Then he 
built a bullet proof fort-like log house (the French and Indian wars made this 
an almost frontier location) for his wife and eight children. Pioneer living 
seems to have agreed with Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins for he lived to be 86 and his wife 
to be 93. She is said to have caught a sixteen pound salmon between her legs 
while wading a stream. 

At this same location Benjamin Hopkins built a dam and sawmill sometime 
prior to 1764. We do not know just what buildings made up the "homestead" be­ 
tween 1745 and 1816, but on this homestead lived Benjamin, Jr. who died there in 
1820, and his son Peter, who died well before him in 1807, and his son Peter, Jr. 
The latter sold the property to Joseph Tucker in 1816 (apparently grandfather 
Benjamin, Jr. remained on the property). Sometime between 1816 and 1830, 
Mr. Tucker built the fine brick house that is still standing and lived there for 
over forty years. 

In 1858 the property was owned by N. C. Curtis, and in 1863 Moses Proctor 
bought it. There have been several other owners, the one on the map of 1901 be­ 
ing M. R. Felch. The barn burned in 1939 when the owner was Mr. C. P. Hayward, 
who later sold the property to Mr. and Mrs. Cecile Langille in 1944. 

The main house is a four end-chimney brick building with a large wooden addi­ 
tion built at some later date. In the brick house, there are four firepiaces on 
the first floor and four on the second, several of which are temporarily closed 
up. The large kitchen fireplace, which probably had ovens, is closed up and the 
hearthstone removed. The fireplace in the master bedroom upstairs is beautifully 
carved. All of the fireplaces have a narrow half-cupboard on the side. In the 
cellar, there are brick arches under all four of the chimneys. 

There is wainscoting in most of the rooms and in the living room there are 
folding Indian shutters. At the corners of the window molding there are carved 
wooden rosettes. In the front hall there is interesting carving over the front 
door and carving in the same motif continues up the side of the stairs. This 
carving was done with a small iron tool. At both sides of the front door there 
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is glass inlaid in lead in a pattern with a circle in the middle and a diamond 
above and below. Over the door the pattern is fan shaped. The present owner 
says that a similar door is to be seen in the Samuel Arnold house in Sudbury, 
Mass. 

Several years ago a Mr. James Davenport of Rowley, Mass., whose family spent 
some time in this house, presented Mr. and Mrs. Langille with a painting of the 
Tucker Farm done in 1850. 



Abner Hutchinson House 
Burnham House 

North River Road 

) 

This house is situated on the south side of the North River Road, just two 
miles from the center of town. The house, with an adjoining ell, two large barns 
and a carriage shed, sits on a knoll 200 feet back from the highway in a pictur­ 
esque setting of tall spruce trees and ancient maples. 

According to local sources, the main house was erected about 1775. Internal 
evidence for such an early date is found in the type of construction, the tapered 
clapboards and the hand-made nails which still may be seen on the south side of 
the original house. 

The builder of the house was Abner Hutchinson, a descendant of Richard 
Hutchinson, who came to America in 1634. Abner came to Milford in 1743 from 
Salem, Massachusetts, and purchased land described as "a farm on the north side 
of the river above the Peabody place." 

The main house is nearly square, approximately 30 feet by 30 feet, with two 
stories and an attic. The roof has a slight pitch toward front and back. Two 
large rooms, about 15 feet square, are in the front corners, with a long room 
(32 by 15) across the back. The second floor is similar, although the rear sec­ 
tion has been divided into bedrooms. Construction is typical ship-framing with 
heavy gunstock posts at each corner and huge oak beams, neatly fitted and pegged, 
carrying the weight. Some of the original Indian shutters are still in place 
and broad panelling can be found in the two frortt rooms. A handsome built-in 
cabinet is in the corner of the front room in the southeast corner of the house. 
Wide pine floor boards are in all the rooms, and the original horsehair plaster 
is also in evidence. Windows of the original house had many small panes and a 
few of these remain. Untouched over the years are the decorative lintels which 
add to the attractiveness of the windows. 

Many changes, unhappily, have taken place, one being the removal of the huge 
central chimney. Two smaller chimneys were installed when the large one was re­ 
moved. This change eliminated the steep Captain's staircase and in its place a 
Victorian style stairway, with a gentle ascent, was installed. This made possible 
a hallway going directly from the front door to the rear of the house. 

In 1893 a 60 foot by 28 foot wing was added, joining the original house to a 
barn 70 feet away. The second floor of this addition was divided into 10 rooms 



for summer boarders who came here in the 1890's from Boston. William W. Burnham, 
the owner at the time, advertised that he would meet the Boston trains in Milford 
and that his farm, "Maplewood" (the name is still over the front door), offered 
the best in food and enjoyment for those anxious to get away from city life. 

The original inhabitants of the house were Abner Hutchinson and his wife, 
the former Elizabeth Phelps of Amherst. About 1791 they gave the house to their 
daughter Elizabeth, who that same year married Isaac Bartlett. Abner then pur­ 
chased land to the west of the farm and built the house that stands on the north 
side of the road where Purgatory Brook crosses under North River Road. Isaac 
Bartlett died in 1806 but Elizabeth lived on in the house until 1846. 

John Bartlett, son of Isaac and Elizabeth, was the next owner. He married 
Myra Fisher of Francestown in 1830. In 1850 Frances, daughter of John and Myra, 
married William P. Burnham of Mont Vernon and the place soon became known as the 
Burnham place. The Burnham name was continued by William's son, William W. Burn­ 
ham, who married Alice Tarbell of Mont Vernon in 1900. W.W. Burnham is the name 
on the map of 1901. He died in 1931, but his wife--who later married Austin Holt 
of Lyndeboro--occupied the house until a few months before she died in 1965. 

In 1959 the 100-acre property was purchased by William and Helen Ferguson. 
Until they purchased it in 1959, the farm had been in possession of Abner Hutchin­ 
son and his descendants for nearly 200 years. 



The Benjamin Hutchinson Homestead 
Old Wilton Road 

) 

This house, two miles from the Center of Milford, is located on a portion 
of the land purchased by Nathan Hutchinson (1717-1795) and his wife Rachel 
Stearns on September 3, 1744, for the sum of 75 pounds, from Benjamin Hopkins. 
The deed for this transaction is in the possession of the present owners, 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Cushing, and it says that this transaction took place in 
Billerica in the County of Middlesex, in His Majesty's Province, Massachusetts 
Bay, and was recorded on August 21, 1747, in the registry of deeds (Massa­ 
chusetts?), Volume 47-47.8. 

Benjamin Hopkins had purchased the Charlestown School Farm, a tract of 
1000 acres, for 375 pounds in 1743. (M.T.H. p. 2). This land had been granted 
to the town of Charlestown, Massachusetts, in 1659, by the General Court of 
Massachusetts to benefit the schools of Charlestown. The town had fortified 
its title to the land by a deed from certain Indian chiefs. 

Nathan Hutchinson settled on a portion of the land he purchased west of 
the portion we are considering, and built his home there. It was used as a 
tavern in early times and on the map of 1854 and 1901 belonged to Searles. 
Nathan and Rachel had five sons and a daughter. 

The eldest son, Benjamin (1754-1832), married Susanna Peabody in 1775 and 
it is possible that in that year Benjamin built a portion of the house pictured 
above. It is believed that the original house consisted of two rooms, while 
the house today has fifteen rooms. Benjamin and Susanna had six children. 

During the Revolutionary War both Nathan and his sane Benjamin answered 
the call to arms. Nathan became a sergeant and Benjamin a lieutenant. 

Benjamin, Jr. (1777-1857), the eldest son of Benjamin, Sr., married Azubah 
Tarbell in 1803 and they had six children. Benjamin, Jr. was a colonel in the 
New Hampshire State Militia. According to family records, when Benjamin, Sr. 
became too old to run the farm, Benjamin, Jr. inherited the house, which had 
already been enlarged. 

The first born son of Benjamin, Jr. was named Benjamin and he died in 1813 
at the age of nine. The following year another son was born whom they also 
named Benjamin (1814-1900). 



In 1847, when a meeting was held for the purpose of buying land for the 
railroad, Benjamin, Jr. was so elated when he heard that they wanted to run the 
railroad through his land that he presented the land to the railroad without 
cost, providing the train would stop on his signal when he wanted to ride to 
Boston. 

Upon the death of Benjamin, Jr. in 1857, his son Benjamin received the 
farm which by this time had been subdivided. This Benjamin had married Eliza 
Richardson on Christmas day, 1839. They had two children, of whom the second 
was a son. Since Eliza did not care for the name, Benjamin, the son was 
named Emri (1849-1925). Emri served on the governor's council. 

Upon his father's death he inherited the home. Emri had married Anna 
Lovejoy in 1876 and they had two daughters, M. Roselle and Medora. The younger 
daughter, Medora (1888-1964) inherited the home from her mother. The farmland 
by this time included less than five acres. Medora married Archie Murry, but 
they had no children. Following her husband's death, Medora continued living 
in the homestead until, due to failing health and the lack of an heir, she sold 
the house to Leonard and Anne Cushing in 1963. This marked the first time the 
home had been out of the Hutchinson family. 

Despite many remodellings over the years, the house still retains some old 
features: three fireplaces with a set of andirons and fire implements of ancient 
vintage, wooden pegged beams, corner posts, old hardware, and wide floor boards. 
There are many old deeds and other documents pertaining to the house and land 
that are in the possession of the Cushings, the present (1968) owners. The 
owner on the map of 1854 was Benjamin Hutchinson, Jr., and on the map of 1901, 
Emri Hutchinson. 



The Nathaniel Hutchinson House 
North River Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 87, p. 142 
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This brick house is located about half a mile from town at the junction of 
North River Road and Mont Vernon Road. The land on which the house stands is 
part of the original Narragansett 113 Grant, or "Souhegan West." The four parcels 
of land mentioned in the old deeds are to the east of William Peabody's grant and 
were owned by John Shepard. The proprietors of Souhegan West offered John Shepard 
120 acres of land in 1741 to induce him to move from Concord, Mass. to settle and 
build a grist and saw mill at the falls near the center of town where today the 
stone bridge crosses the river. John Shepard built his mill but apparently 
divided the land and sold off the section on which this house was eventually built. 

The unimproved land changed hands several times and in 1821 Nathaniel Hutchin­ 
son bought it from Phinehas Stimson for $496.44. This price indicates that there 
was no dwelling on the land at that time. The next recorded deed shows a price 
of $4000.00 after the house was built. 

Nathaniel Hutchinson was a descendant of Richard Hutchinson, the first emi­ 
grant of this family, who settled in Salem Village, Mass. in 1634. Nathaniel's 
grandfather, Elisha Hutchinson, came to Milford in 1779. Elisha had two sons; 
Andrew, who was Nathaniel's father, and Jesse, founder of the "Tribe of Jesse," 
which included the well known Hutchinson singers. Nathaniel built the brick 
homestead farm and lived there until he died in 1859. After his wife, Lucinda 
Pearson Hutchinson, died in 1873, his son Everett, a stone cutter, sold the home­ 
stead to Ann J. Perkins for the aforementioned $4000.00. She sold it in 1882 to 
Charles E. Rogers for $5825 and he, in 1887, sold it to William H. Howe for only 
$2400.00. (We find no explanation for the drop in price.) William Howe sold it 
to Matthias F. Crosby in 1890, again for $4000.00, and Crosby sold it again within 
a month to George R. Hartshorn for $4250.00. Mr. Hartshorn lived in the house 
for the rest of his life and was the owner on the map of 1901. 

The next recorded deed shows that George Hartshorn's heirs sold the farm to 
George Pettee in 1920, and he sold it in 1928 to Fred N. Hutchinson. In 1935 
Edgar A. Norwood bought the house and land from Hutchinson and operated it as a 
dairy farm until 1949 when the barn burned down and fire also damaged part of the 
house. In 1951 Mr. Norwood sold the house to David A. Hoadley. 

The house is a handsome brick dwelling with a straight wooden ell at the 
back. The style is of the Federal period in architecture, but of a simple, 



country version. A rather good fan light with gold plated eagle and ten stars 
graces the front door along with side lights. The windows are an unusual nine 
over six panes. They are not original but were made to replace Victorian windows 
after the fire in 1949. An original window was found at the time to indicate the 
style. There are two side chimneys and a back one serving the large cooking 
fireplace with beehive oven. The two front parlors and the two front rooms up­ 
stairs have fireplaces. These downstairs rooms and the central hall have wide 
board wainscoting, and the front left room has delicate carving at the window and 
door corners, the mantle and wainscoting edge. This carving is a crude, country 
example of the more elaborate, Greek influenced decorations to be found in 
earlier Boston town houses. These were in turn copied from English builders who 
followed designs by Italian architect Andrea Palladio. The front right parlor 
fireplace was later closed up and the room combined with a part of the back room 
to make a long side living room. The old cooking fireplace is now a part of this 
room. The front, or South, brick wall is twelve inches thick, giving those win­ 
dows a deep sill inside with slanting pannelled sides. 

The back ell was almost completely destroyed in the 1949 fire and partly 
restored with a breezeway and garage in place of sheds and a milk room. Later, 
in 1964, the whole back wing was remodeled, creating a modern room with a glass 
wall. Despite the contemporary changes and additions, the house maintains its 
original appearance. 

\ 



The James Johnson House 
Ruonala Road 

) 

This house is located on Ruonala Road off Rt. 13, just north of the Brook­ 
line town line. The land was probably originally a part of the Daniel Johnson 
farm which was taxed to Milford before the incorporation of the town. The house 
is a center chimney Cape which was built sometime in the early 1800's. James 
Johnson, who married in 1821, lived here until 1833 when he moved to the village. 
James was the grandfather of James Howison. 

The property was owned by M. Rochelder (?) on the map of 1854. George Gil­ 
crest bought the house and land in 1861 and was living on the farm when the rail­ 
road was put through the land in 1894 and is the owner on the map of 1901. 

Henry Ruonala purchased the house in 1905 and lived on the farm until 1928. 
The house was known as the Ruonala House for many years thereafter and the road 
was named after the Ruonalas. The Ruonalas sold to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wolfe in 
1928 and they in turn sold to Curtis Pecker in 1938. In 1943 Harold Devine bought 
the farm to raise mink. The place was known as the "Mink Farm" for many years 
thereafter. In 1959 Mr. Devine sold the place to Lovell Wright, who in turn sold 
to Mr. and Mrs. Russell Dickerman in 1962. The Dickermans undertook a thorough 
restoration of the property. 

Fortunately, many of the original features were unspoiled, including the huge 
center chimney. There are four fireplaces and a brick oven in the kitchen. The 
original granite lintels and hearth stones are all in place, as is the Christian 
Cross front door. The house has Indian shutters, hard pine floors and wainscoting, 
and old hardware throughout. 

In 1962 the Dickermans removed a 54 foot ell which stretched from the corner 
of the house to the barn, thus leaving the true shape of the center chimney Cape. 
The barn has since been completely restored. 

Because the original 12-over-12 windows had long since been removed, reproduc­ 
tions of these were installed throughout the house. All but one ceiling in the 
downstairs area have been redone and the old beams exposed wherever possible. All 
the old paint in the house was removed--over 110 pounds from the living room alone, 
and all the wallpaper removed down to the bare, hair plastered walls. The 
Dickermans found stenciling in the living room and, although it could not be pre­ 
served, they were able to trace it back to Moses Eaton, a transient painter from 



Dublin, N. H. The pattern was that of rosebuds, fleur delis and fern. The 
floors were all sanded and finished, the woodwork scraped and polished, old 
wiring torn out and rewired. A bathroom was installed on the first floor; the 
cellar cemented; and a furnace installed. Nearly all of the house has been 
insulated. 

The upstairs area has never been finished off and the wooden pegs which bind 
the house together are easily visable. The house is now a lovely example of an 
early center chimney Cape Cod. 



The William Marvel House 
North River Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 239, p. 50 

The land for this small cottage house on the North River Road just beyond 
the "Hutchinson Place," was leased to William Marvel by his uncle, Jesse 
Hutchinson, March 9, 1842, with the provision that he build a house on it. In 
1847 it was sold to "Widow Sarah Marvel." 

) 

The house is split level, being built into the side of the hill. It has 
granite retaining walls on the south, west and north sides. 

The cellar under the hall and small bedroom is en t e re d from the living room 
on the lower floor. There are no stairs, just one shallow step. There is no 
cellar under the living room but a full seven foot cellar under the kitchen. 

There are wide pine floor boards in the living room, large bedroom and attic. 
The hemlock floor in the hall and small bedroom is very splintery. 

The hall and small bedroom were originally one room. Stairs to the attic 
have been removed. 

Four corner posts are found in the large bedroom and one each in the hall 
and small bedroom. 

The bedroom probably had a fireplace but there is none now. 

The stairs are steep with narrow treads and high risers. 

The chimney is divided lengthwise instead of crosswise and has two flues. 
The living room fireplace is very shallow and has a "Dutch" oven. The present 
door on the oven was "made in Milford," probably before 1858 when the foundries 
closed. The board under the mantel shelf is 15 1/4 inches wide by 5 feet 10 inches 
long. 

The present living room was formerly two rooms, the back room being entered 
from the kitchen. 

The outside door on the upper level may be the original. There are two wide 
granite steps at this door. 



Six inside doors are very old; five have latches; others are closed with 
buttons. 

The owner in 1854 was Sarah Marvel; in 1901, Charles A. Webster. The present 
owners, Donald P. and Thirza E. Russell, purchased it in November 1950. 



The William Peabody House 
North River Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 3, p. 620 

This house, built by William Peabody possibly as early as 1740, is located 
on North River Road just over a mile from the Milford Oval. 

William, who came from Boxford, Massachusetts, built the house within the 
grant of land known as Narragansett #3, on a tract awarded to his grandfather 
for service in King Phillip's War. William descended from Francis Peabody, who 
came from England in the early 1600's, and is the ancestor of many of the Peabodys 
in America today. 

The house as it now stands is a monument to the skill and materials of the 
early builders. It is said that the lumber came from the nearby forest, and 
that the builder paid one dollar per tree and bought only trees three feet or 
more in diameter. He is supposed to have rejected the entire tree if a board 
sawed from it showed any fault. 

The house is a center chimney colonial with two large square rooms in front 
and a hall between, both upstairs and down. The back rooms occupy equivalent 
space, but there is only one large room downstairs, with butter room, entrance 
room and ell adjoining. The partition which separated a "barning room" has been 
removed. The double frame in the middle of the house suggests that it may have 
been built in two parts with one large room and the center chimney completed 
first. The granite block base of the chimney is twelve feet square, tapering to 
four feet in the attic. 

The old beams are forty feet long, hand hewn, and still solid. The cross 
beams are similar, and the joints are pegged. The original planking is still on 
the roof, and although the sky is visible everywhere, one hesitates to replace a 
roof which does not leak. Many of the handmade clapboards are still in place. 
Some of the old windows are intact; others have been replaced with similar small 
panes. The old sheds, barns, and other out-buildings unfortunately are gone and 
only foundations remain. The ell which was a shed is now a kitchen. 

The five original fireplaces still function, including the extra large 
kitchen fireplace with its beehive oven opening from the back wall. The cranes, 
cooking utensils, and fire irons are still in place. Hand carved panelling, old 
moldings, gunstock posts and beams are unchanged. The Indian shutters have been 
removed in all except one room. Those remaining are carved to match the panelling 



around the fireplace. All of the old floors have the large boards, and all but 
three are unpainted. 

The first record of a sale of any part of the property indicates that in 
1775 William Peabody, Senior, sold part of his land and one-half of his farm to 
his son, William, Junior, for 850 pounds. He reserved one-half of his farm and 
the liberty of cutting wood "so long as my wife lives or daughter remains un­ 
married." In 1822, before his death, William, Jr., appears to have inherited or 
been given the entire house which he then gave or deeded to his children, one- 
half to son Stephen and one-half to daughter Clarissa. She in turn sold parts 
of her land to several other persons including her brother Stephen and later his 
widow. After Clarissa and Stephen's widow died, parts of the original land and 
the homestead were bought from various persons (the map of 1854 gives William 
Wallace as owner) by Thomas and Lucy Farnsworth, who owned it in 1858. They, in 
turn, sold the homestead with approximately ten acres of land to J. Parker Fletcher 
in 1872. This deed included all rights, title and interest of Mr. Farnsworth 
in the fountain and aqueduct on land of F. T. Sawyer and passing through land 
then owned by W. P. Richardson. 

In 1878, the property was sold to John W. Hutchinson, who sold it to George 
Nelson in 1900 and the latter is the owner on the map of 1901. He sold it to 
Paul Rice in 1916. In 1937, the property was sold by Charles Rice to George 
Ames. It was sold in 1944 to Amanda Bernard, and again sold in 1947 to Charles 
and Jessie Hallett. Later that same year, it was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Hereward 
Mack who added modern plumbing, made needed repairs, and applied gallons of paint. 
In 1957, it was sold to Dr. and Mrs. Alexandre G. Law. 

' l 



The Col. John Shepard, Jr., House 
11 Mont Vernon Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 186, p. 85 

This house is situated on the Mont Vernon Road at the northwest corner of 
Myrtle Street. Although the house has been extensively remodeled more than 
once, the massive basic timbers may be those of the house possibly built as 
early as 1757 by Col. John Shepard, Jr. (1732-1802), son of Col. John Shepard, 
Sr. (1706-1785). 

) 

The senior Shepard, who lived in Concord, Mass., was invited in 1741 by 
the proprietors of Souhegan West (as the Milford-Amherst area was then called) 
to come and settle among them. They offered him 120 acres extending from the 
William Peabody line down the river east to the bottom of the falls with the 
understanding that he would build a grist mill and a saw mill at the falls for 
the use of the proprietors and other settlers (M.T.H., p. 29). Mr. Shepard 
accepted the offer, built and operated the mills, and built himself a house on 
the south side of Amherst Street somewhere east of the mills, near the present 
Pleasant Street. 

John Shepard, Jr., married Mercy Wilkins in 1757 and possibly built part 
of the house pictured above for his bride. The house was used as a meeting 
house in 1784 for public worship until the first meeting house was ready for 
use (M.T.H., pages 67, 68, 313, 314). At this time the house was referred to 
as the home of Jotham Shepard. According to the Milford Town History, Jotham, 
the son of John Shepard, Sr., died young, but this must be an error as Jotham 
is mentioned several times elsewhere in the history and in several transactions 
in the Register of Deeds records. Perhaps John, Jr., took over his father's 
house just before his father's death in 1785, and brother Jotham, almost thirty 
years younger than John, Jr., took over John, Jr's house. 

Except for the basic timbers, no old features remain in the house. It has 
changed hands many, many times over the years. The entry in the Register of 
Deeds cited above, which is as far back as the deed has been traced for this 
study, records a transaction in December 1835 in which the property went from 
Elijah Averill to Pomeroy Rossiter. Mr. Rossiter was the owner on the map of 
1854 and on the map of 1901, J. McLane and Richardson were the owners. In 1910 
the house went through a radical rebuilding for Mr. Clinton McLane. In 1965 
the present (1968) owner, Mr. Frederic H. Fletcher, purchased the property. 



\ 



.1 
The Elisha Towne House 

149 Nashua Street 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 113, p. 177 

This house is located at 149 Nashua Street. The exact date is yet to be 
determined although, from the construction, it would appear to be about 1770. 
Elisha Towne of Topsfield, Massachusetts, moved to Milford, then Monson, in 1747 
or 1748. He and his brother Israel had purchased a farm from Widow Abigail 
Tailer (Taylor) according to the Amherst Town History (p. 795). The land in­ 
cluded the East Milford Station. His first house was built about 50 rods north 
of the crossing and in 1901 the spot could still be identified. In 1759 another 
brother, Jonathan, joined them and settled about a half mile northwest of Elisha. 

) The house at 111 Nashua Street may be the Jonathan Towne house. 

The house that is now standing at 149 Nashua Street was sold by David Gooden 
(Godwin) to Moses Squires in 1817 and by Squires to William Taylor in 1822. There 
were three acres and buildings involved in that sale. On the map of 1854, the 
owner was N. Stone, while on the map of 1901, the house was owned by Andrew N. 
Shepherd, a great, great grandson of the original settler, John Shepherd. There 
have been many owners since then, the present ones ~eing Mr. and Mrs. Roger Sulli­ 
van, who purchased the property in 1962 and who restore and decorate antiques. 

At the time they purchased this house, the Sullivans did not fully realize 
what a choice property it was. Upon removing several coats of paint and many 
layers of wallpaper in the present dining room (probably the original kitchen), 
three walls with horizontal panelling were found, while the fourth wall, which 
enclosed the central chimney fireplace, had vertical panelling. The panelling 
over the fireplace which had been removed has been replaced with new panels. The 
steel ceiling was removed and the beams exposed. 

While removing old paint from around the front windows, sliding Indian shut­ 
ters were discovered. Herb cupboards were also discovered high on each corner of 
the wall and, under sheet rock on another wall, an old cupboard with shelves was 
uncovered. The lower cupboard door was found in the barn. The bake oven at the 
side of the fireplace was opened up and two old iron doors, one marked Milford, 
N. H., placed over the openings. An awkward oversized window has been replaced 
with a leaded diamond paned casement window. The windows of the house are very 
small, another indication of a date in the 1700's. 

In the living room, paint and paper were removed to expose the wooden panel­ 
ling and wains cot ting, and a leaded casement window matching the one in the 



dining room installed. The fireplace was opened up in this room also. The origi­ 
nal front stairs had been taken out but a copy of the early stairs is being in­ 
stalled. A hall in back of the central fireplace was reopened, making a passageway 
between the dining room and living room. Every window in the house was replaced 
with six-over-six panes except in the ell where there are three-over-six. The 
doors have also been replaced. 

A new bathroom and a new kitchen were put in the ell, a section of the house 
that is probably not as old as the main house. The room between the ell and the 
front of the house has been made into a family room. This room has wainscoting 
and panelled doors. Upstairs only paint and paper are needed to complete the 
restoration of this lovely little house. 

) 



The Deacon John Wallace House 
North River Road 

Register of Deeds, Nashua 
Vol. 34, p. 300 

) 

This wood clapboard house on North River Road, approximately one and a half 
miles from the center of town, stands four-square and solid on its granite founda­ 
tions overlooking the intervale of the Souhegan River. 

The design is typical of center chimney colonials of the 18th and early 19th 
century, with the rooms grouped around the chimney. There are five fireplaces 
(two have been closed to furnish a flue for the furnace) and a bread oven next to 
the largest one. On the first floor under the stairs there is a space five feet 
square between the brick facings of the fireplaces. The flues meet fifteen feet 
above and become one chimney about three and a half feet square in the attic. 
The outside of the bread oven juts into this space in the shape of a beehive. 

There are two rooms in the front of the house, both upstairs and down, on 
either side of an entry and a "pulpit" staircase. Across the back of the house 
on the first floor, there is one large room with the big fireplace and bread oven. 
Upstairs, this is divided into several rooms. The corner rooms all have sheathed 
corner posts. More living space has been added over the years by incorporating 
the back sheds into the main house. There are wide pine board floors throughout 
the old part of the house and horizontal wainscot panelling may still be found in 
the left front room and the long back room. In the latter room, there is also 
old panelling over the main fireplace which was once cut through to connect a 
stovepipe to the flue. The log beams in the cellar and attic are hand hewn, 
mortised and tenoned and secured with wooden "tree nails." 

There is no specific evidence of exactly when the house was built. The 
first entry at the registry of deeds for the property is in 1794. At that time 
William Peabody sold 3 1/2 acres to Deacon John Wallace, son of William Wallace, 
one of the original settlers, for 8 pounds. Father and son as well as another 
son, William, have grave stones in the graveyard which bounds the property on 
one side. John Wallace died in 1835 at the age of 80. He had sold out to his 
son, John Wallace, Jr., a physician, in 1811. Dr. Wallace was an active citizen 
of the town and was instrumental in fonning the Milford Lyceum in 1831. 

The property was in the Wallace family until 1837 and we can only sunnise 
that the house was built sometime during the Wallace ownership. When Robert B. 
Wallace bought from his father, Dr. John Wallace, Jr. in 1833, the price men­ 
tioned in the deeds jumped from $120 to $1100. This would seem to indicate that 
the house was built sometime after 1811. 



Since 1837 the property has had 19 owners. On the map of 1854, the owner 
was Charles A. Burns. On the map of 1901 the owner was A. Howard. In 1939 the 
barn burned and a large new dairy barn was built by the owner, Frank Drew. In 
1960 Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Holcombe purchased the property. 


