
MILFORD IN WORLD WAR II
is presented to you

Milford, New Hampshire

in grateful recognition of your service.





MILFORD IN WORLD WAR II





M I L F O R D
In World War II

The record of one T ow ns part in the great war which 
engulfed humanity from September, 1939, to August, 1945.

M I L F O R D N E W  H A M P S H I R E



T h e  C a b i n e t  P r e s s  

Milford, N. H. 
1949



God grants liberty only to those 
who love it, and are always 
ready to guard and defend it.

D a n i e l  W e b s t e r





Introduction

X  N ALL the growing accumulation of material written and compiled on the great conflict 
known as World War II, the Milford War Memorial Book is the only volume which 
deals exclusively with the experiences of those five hundred and fifty-three men and 
women who left Milford to join twelve million of their comrades in fighting to preserve 
democratic freedom in a world jeopardized by dictatorship and aggression. Precisely 
because the book deals with the men and women near and dear to Milford, it justifies 
the effort of compiling more than half a thousand war records.

It is not the purpose of this book to examine World War II from the perspective of 
history, or to compare Milford’s role with that of other communities. Suffice it to say 
that when the war clouds gathered, Milford’s men and women did their part and did it 
well; the records in this book, brief and unadorned as they are, give testimony to their 
valor.

World War II was total war. In total war the needs of the military take precedence 
over the personal desires of men and women. The magnificent fighting machine that 
this country developed after the first shattering blow at Pearl Harbor was too big and 
too complex to permit the individual to follow his inclination. For many, the war 
offered no chance for acts of spectacular bravery. True heroism meant accepting an 
assigned job and doing it as well as possible. The war was won by teamwork on a mag
nificent scale.

Later generations, looking back on the wars of the past, have frequently been 
inclined to question the importance of the issues which seemed vital at the time. While 
the attitude of the future toward World War II is still unknown, it may be well to reflect 
on the world situation which faced the men and women who went to war in the 1940’s. 
When Hitler’s panzer divisions swept through the Low Countries, overwhelmed France 
and faced England across the channel, it was a grim moment for those who believed it 
important that democracy survive. When Japan’s bombs rained down on Pearl Harbor 
there was no honorable alternative to war.

Men and women shuddered at what they were being called on to do, but they did 
not question the necessity for doing it. They entered the war with a variety of emotions. 
Some enjoyed military life, others hated it. The important fact is that they went into 
the war knowing it was horrible, but believing sincerely that it was necessary. While 
they prayed for the day it would be over, they did their jobs and did them well.

The first great phase of the war for Milford was the period when America gradually 
and reluctantly faced the realization that it would have to fight. This was the period of 
Nazi and Fascist aggression in Europe culminating in the spark which touched off war 
in 1939. There was war in Poland, war in Finland, finally the Nazi break-through into 
France, the dramatic withdrawal from Dunkirk and America’s increased activity in the 
war zones of the high seas.

Milford was touched directly when compulsory military service was adopted, and 
boys from the Souhegan valley left for a year of training, many of them at Camp Hulen 
in Texas. The tempo of life quickened, but hope that peace could be maintained remained 
uppermost.



This hope was blasted by the first Japanese bomb at Pearl Harbor on December 
7, 1941, followed by the declarations of war between this country and the Axis nations. 
Milford was caught up in the mobilization of the greatest fighting machine the world has 
ever known, and its men and women shared the bitterness and the glory of the years 
of conflict ahead.

Milford men fought in the jungles and in the frozen north, in the valleys of Europe 
and on the beaches of the Pacific, under the seas and high in the clouds. Vast new concepts 
of amphibious warfare and aerial bombardment were conceived and carried out. Supply 
lines reached out to every part of the globe. Scientific developments reached peaks of 
fantastic efficiency, climaxed by the terrible power of the atomic bomb.

The terrible uncertainty of war ended in the late summer of 1945 with victory in 
both Europe and Asia. For many of the Milford men and women in uniform there re
mained long months of service, but the end was in sight and they dared hope and plan 
once more.

Boys who might normally have spent their lives in the valley of the Souhegan were 
swept into the war and given months of training which made them into skilled 
technicians and fighters. Boys from Milford learned to operate the highly technical 
equipment of the armed forces, at the same time that they learned to know the mud of 
the Italian mountains and the vastness of the far Pacific. They adapted themselves to 
the strangeness and complexity of war, and carried it through to victory.

Is it significant that so many of the Milford men who travelled through the forty- 
eight states and to scores of foreign shores wanted more than anything else, when the 
fighting ceased, to return to southern New Hampshire?

World War II was a total war, as has been mentioned before. When a man put on 
Uncle Sam’s uniform he was caught up in the fortunes of war. Some men were destined 
to find themselves in the midst of action overseas while others performed the routine but 
necessary tasks that kept them far from the fighting fronts.

For every man and woman in the service there were others at home, many of whom 
played an equally essential part in winning the final victory. Some were considered 
essential to industry. Others failed to meet the strict physical standards of the services, or 
because of age or family obligations were kept on the home front.

In Milford people worked for the Red Cross, served on the draft board, helped ration 
scarce commodities. Citizens trained themselves in all aspects of civilian defense. Men 
and women worked in war plants, kept watch for planes, did the thousand and one extra 
tasks that were part of the war effort at home. They shouldered a double burden that 
enabled Milford to carry its full share of the war, and at the same time retain the normal 
community life that its five hundred and fifty-three men and women in uniform wanted 
to return to.

It goes without saying that these people deserve a place of honor beside the town’s 
military heroes. If their names and records are omitted from the War Memorial Book it is 
only because of the impossibility of paying adequate tribute in such form to the hundreds, 
even thousands of people who served, many of them quietly and without expectation of 
reward other than to bring the war to an end more quickly.

For thirteen Milford men this book is quite literally a memorial. They are the ones 
who gave their lives while wearing the uniform of their country. The people of Milford, 
as they read the records of these men, may well bow their heads in humble tribute.

The five hundred and fifty-three Milford men and women who served their country 
in World War II make no special claim for themselves. They are set aside because they 
were chosen, when their country needed bravery and valor, to assume the varied, and 
frequently dangerous tasks that were necessary if their nation and democracy itself were 
to survive.

May the records of those men and women stand forever as an inspiration to the 
future.



In Memoriam

You lit a torch no space or time can dim.

You showed us Courage, Loyalty and Love.

God must have felt the need of such as you;

He beckoned, and you turned and followed Him.

Yours was the ultimate that man bestows.

We cannot hope to top the gifts you gave.

There is no m'eater love than one which says:O  J

“My brother cannot, must not live a SLAVE!”

Only the years ahead can prove its worth.

Death is no end to Manhood, ’tis but birth!

Vileta Nelson Chartier
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CARL KENNETH BOWEN, Jr.

Although not a Milford boy, Carl Bowen had called Milford his home since his parents, 
Carl Kenneth and the late Ruth (W ells) Bowen, came here in 1941. He was born June 
28, 1913, in Cleveland, Ohio, and had his schooling in both Vermont and New Hamp
shire, graduating from the high school at Claremont, New Hampshire, in 1931.

The following July, he entered W est Point, having won a National Guard competitive 
examination. He graduated and received his commission June 12, 1936, from General 
John J. Pershing. Almost immediately, he began training in the Air Corps, first a t Ran
dolph Field, Texas, then at Kelly Field, Texas, where he received his wings in October,
1937.

From that time, his interest in flying never abated. He served at Nichols Field in the 
Philippines from early in 1938 to the middle of 1940, receiving a promotion to first 
lieutenant in June, 1939. He returned to the United States and was at Moffet Field, 
California, when he was promoted to captain, October 8, 1940. Then he was based at 
Hamilton Field, also in California.

In May, 1941, he became executive officer of the newly formed 55th Fighter Group 
at Portland, Oregon. He was promoted to major in December, 1941, and to lieutenant 
colonel in May, 1942.

W hile on a solo flight by instruments in a new two-engined fighter plane, the P-38, 
hardly out of the experimental stages, Lieutenant Colonel Bowen crashed into a pinnacle 
on Haystack Mountain, near Mt. Vernon, Washington, on August 1, 1942, and was 
killed.

A funeral service with full military honors was held at the Unitarian Church here 
August 11, 1942, with several waves of bomber formations from Grenier Field passing 
over Riverside cemetery, each with a plane significantly missing from the formation. 
Officers and men of Grenier Field acted as bearers, furnished music and the firing squad 
for the service.

Carl Bowen was the first man on Milford’s honor roll to give his life in his country’s 
service.



MILFORD IN WORLD WAR ll

HARTLEY W ILLIAM HARLEY

One of the first Milford men to see action in World W ar II was Hartley William Harley 
who, as a member of the United States Navy, gave his life in line of duty fighting the 
then superior forces of the Japanese in the Pacific.

Although not a Milford native, he had been a resident of this town since 1926. He 
was the son of W ebster F. and the late Lilly (Rrown) Harley of Milford, and was born 
March 9, 1921, at Georgetown, Maine.

He attended Milford schools through the second year of high school, then worked as 
a cook in a Civilian Conservation Corps camp at Danbury, New Hampshire, for two 
years. He enlisted in the regular Navy July 9, 1940, and began boot training at Newport, 
Rhode Island, September 1st.

Following duty at Seattle, Washington, and Los Angeles, California, Hartley went to 
Pearl Harbor. He was a member of the crew of the USS Minneapolis, a cruiser which 
was in action in the early months of the Pacific war. He held the rate of water tender 
second class.

On December 28, 1942, Harley’s father was notified his son was missing in action, 
and shortly thereafter, it was reported he had been killed in action on November 30th. 
He was buried on a United States island in the Pacific.

As the first Milford man killed in action in the war, young Harley’s name was linked 
with that of Howard Sanford to form the name of the Harley-Sanford post of the Vet
erans of Foreign Wars in Milford.
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THEODORE EVERETT HUTCHINSON

A member of the famous First Marine Division which saw much action in Pacific 
islands, Corporal Hutchinson was serving as a machine gunner in a heavy machine gun 
platoon when, during the action on Okinawa on June 12, 1945, he gave his life for his 
country.

He was a native of Milford, son of the late Edward and the late Rertha (Vigneault) 
Hutchinson. He was born August 16, 1926. He attended local schools through the 
second year of high school, and was employed by a Nashua contractor, Prince Mackay, 
when he enlisted in the Marine Corps.

He was sworn in October 24, 1943, and after boot training at Parris Island, South 
Carolina, he w ent to New River, North Carolina, where he became a private first class. 
He w ent to San Diego, California, then overseas April 8, 1944.

In the bitter fighting on Peleliu, young Hutchinson was wounded in the hand October 
15, 1944, for which he received the Purple H eart medal. Recovering, he became a cook 
until May 1, 1945, when he returned to his previous assignment with a heavy machine 
gun platoon.

He was killed by a sniper’s bullet on Okinawa. Following his death, a memorial service 
was held in his honor at the Baptist Church in Milford on Sunday, August 12, 1945.
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JOHN HENRY KEDDY

A participant in the landings at Normandy soon after D-Day June, 1944, John Henry 
Keddy was in the thick of the bitter fighting in France for the next four months, at the; 
end of which time he suffered wounds which proved fatal on October 4, 1944.

Keddy was born in Londonderry, New Hampshire, on April 9, 1913, the son of 
William J. and Vera (W eagle) Keddy. He attended Pinkerton Academy in Derry, 
graduating in 1932.

He came to Milford in 1934, and was employed at the Langdell Lumber Company 
when he entered military service August 4, 1943. He began active duty August 25, 
1943, at Fort Devens, where he received basic training. He was at Wellfleet, Massachu
setts, from November, 1943, to December, 1943. Returning briefly to Fort Devens, he 
received his rating of corporal technician. Keddy next went to Elkins, W est Virginia, 
for mountain training, and was there until April 30, 1944, when he went to Fort Dix, 
New Jersey.

As a member of the 188th Engineers Combat Battalion, Company B, Keddy went 
overseas to England, and from there, to France.

He leaves his wife, the former Lura L Holt, whom he married June 5, 1937, at Lynde- 
boro, and a son, Richard J. Keddy, born November 22, 1939.
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GEORGE WARREN KIMBALL

George W arren Kimball gave his life for his country in one of the final campaigns of 
the Pacific war, after serving in the Army for nearly three years. He was a member of 
the 37th Cavalry Reconnaisance Troon (M echanized) when he was killed at Okinawa, 
June 19, 1945.

Kimball was the son of Oliver and the late Annie (Smith) Kimball of Milford, born 
February 14, 1924, at Ashby, Massachusetts.

The family came to Milford to live in 1929. Kimball attended schools in Milford and 
Mont Vernon for ten years. He was employed at the Hillsborough Mills when he enlisted 
in the Army. He was sworn in September 22, 1942, at Manchester, and reported for 
active duty the same day at Fort Devens.

After receiving basic training at Fort Riley, Kansas, beginning in October, 1942, he 
w ent for training to Fort MacDowell, California. He left the United States from Cali
fornia January 23, 1943.

He served in the distant Pacific war theatre for many months until he went to Okinawa 
where the Japanese made their last stand. He was killed in the bitter fighting there.
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WILLIAM WALLACE GIRARDIN MAXWELL

It was as a paratrooper that Private William Maxwell saw war service in Europe, and 
it was following a parachute jump that he suffered wounds from which he died on 
January 16, 1945, in Belgium.

He was the son of Clinton Maxwell and Irene (Girardin) Maxwell Doherty of Mil
ford, born here on February 20, 1920. He attended Milford schools through the first 
year of high school.

In September, 1943, he married Fernand Mischaud of Nashua. He had two sons, 
William, by a previous marriage, and Wayne W. Maxwell.

He was employed at the Remington Arms Company plant in Lowell, Massachusetts, 
when he entered military service. He was sworn in at Manchester on November 9, 1943, 
and reported at Fort Devens the same day. He was sent to Camp Croft, South Carolina, 
for basic training.

Volunteering for the highly dangerous job of paratrooper, he was accepted and sent 
to Fort Benning, Georgia, for training. He was at Fort Meade, Maryland, in August, 
1944, and sailed for England in October, 1944, in Company F, 513th Parachute Infantry, 
17th Airborne Division.

While the Germans were being thrust back in Belgium, following their break-through 
and the Battle of the Bulge, he suffered wounds on January 7, 1945, from which he died 
nine days later.
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HARRY ALFRED PARKER

As the pilot of a P-51 Mustang fighter aircraft, Captain Harry Parker distinguished 
himself and brought fame to Milford by becoming the leading New Hampshire ah  ace 
in the ah  war over Europe. He fought with an aggressiveness and daring which was an 
insphation to his countrymen, until he was lost while in action.

The son of Hannah (Craig) and the late Truman Parker of Milford, he was born in 
Pasadena, California, on January 29, 1919, and attended school there before coming to 
Merrimack, New Hampshire. He graduated from McGaw Institute in 1933, and attended 
the University of New Hampshire for one year.

He was working at Miami, Florida, when he enlisted in the A h Corps on October 29, 
1940, and went to Tampa, Florida, for basic training. After studying sheet metal work 
at Chanute Field, Illinois, he qualified for pilot and trained at Maxwell Field in Ala
bama, at Ocala, Florida, and at Shaw Field, South Carolina. He received his wings and 
commission as second lieutenant April 29, 1943, at Spence Field, Georgia.

In May, 1944, he left this country for Italy, where he joined the 15th Air Force. 
During his service in Europe, he served as flight commander and later as operations 
officer in the 318th Fighter Squadron, 325th Fighter Group.

He achieved his record of victories over German planes in escorting heavy bombers 
on raids such as that on Bucharest, Rumania. On that raid, he dove his plane into a 
formation of 45 German planes, destroying four and damaging six others. His action 
caused the formation to scatter. Parker took part in 273 missions.

On a strafing mission on April 2, 1945, to the south and west of Vienna, young Parker 
radioed that a plane was flying below the formation, and that he would investigate. He 
was last seen in the vicinity of Klagenfurt, Austria. On April 2, 1945, his mother was 
notified that he was missing in action and on April 3, 1946, that death was presumed to 
have occurred the previous year.

Among the awards he received was the Silver Star Medal with Oak Leaf clustei, the 
Air Medal with sixteen Oak Leaf clusters, the Distinguished Flying Cross with Oak Leaf 
cluster, and the Partison Number Two, given by the Austrian Government,
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ROBERT TITUS PHILLIPS

An Army reserve officer who was called to active duty a year before the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, Major Robert Phillips served with distinction in the Army Medical Corps 
until his death from malaria and malnutrition September 1, 1942, while he was a prisoner 
of the Japanese in Cabanatuan, Luzon, in the Philippine Islands.

Major Phillips was the son of Alexander V. and Anna (Mills) Phillips of Boston and 
Milford. He was born September 15, 1901, at Ashmont, Massachusetts. He attended 
Governor Dummer Academy in South Byfield, Massachusetts, and Bowdoin College in 
Maine, receiving his degree there in 1924. He graduated from Tufts Medical School 
in 1932, and later attended schools in Europe.

In December, 1932, he was commissioned first lieutenant in the Army Reserve Corps. 
He was promoted to captain in June, 1938.

He married Elizabeth Kittredge of Milford on June 26, 1926, in this town. They 
have four children, Roberta, Pamela, Cynthia and Cadis Van Cleve Phillips.

Major Phillips was practicing medicine at Portland, Maine, when he was recalled to 
active duty. He sailed from San Francisco in July, 1941, for Manila, and was stationed 
at Nichols Field. He was there when the Japanese began their assault upcpi Luzon, and 
he was on Bataan until the Japanese engulfed it in April, 1942.

He was promoted from captain to major while on Bataan, partly as the result of several 
successful forays for food for the men in his charge.
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JAMES JOSEPH PICARD

W hile the American armies were forcing their way deeper and deeper into France, 
making the end inevitable for the defending Germans, Private James Picard was among 
those who fell in the bitter fighting.

A native of Milford, he was the son of Adelaide and Louise (M artin) Picard of Mil
ford. H e was born here October 27, 1918, and attended Milford schools for seven years.

He was employed at the Williams and Hussey machine shop when he entered the 
service May 5, 1944, at Manchester. On the same day he began active duty at Fort 
Devens, where he was stationed until September 16, 1944.

Sent to Camp Blanding, Florida, he received basic training there, and was placed in 
the Infantry. He was stationed briefly at Fort Meade, Maryland, and in October, 1944, 
he sailed from New York for Europe. Soon he was in the fighting in France, and on 
December 5, 1944, he was reported missing in action. He died of wounds suffered in 
action in a German prisoner of war camp on December 22, 1944.

Picard married the former Louise Jarest of Milford on April 27, 1939, at Wilton. Their 
children are Judith L. Picard and James Joseph Picard, Jr.
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HOWARD EDWARD SANFORD

While en route to a war zone across the Atlantic, believed to be North Africa, Howard 
Sanford lost his life when his ship was torpedoed on February 7, 1943.

Although not a native of Milford, he had come here from Amherst in 1937. On Sep
tember 19, 1942, he married Miss Marie Carder of Nashua. He was employed at the 
Nashua Milling Company when he entered the Army at Manchester September 8, 1942. 
He reported at Fort Devens for active duty two weeks later.

He received his basic training at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, and was placed in 
Battery D of the 506th Coast Artillery, Anti-Aircraft, 1st Battalion. W ith this unit, he 
sailed from New York in January, 1943.

Sanford was the second Milford man to lose his life in the war, and his name has 
been memorialized in the Harley-Sanford Post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, in 
Milford.

He was the son of Robert E. and Ethel (Chilson) Sanford, born June 15, 1913, at 
Hopedale, Massachusetts. The family came to Amherst where Sanford attended grade 
and high school through the second year.
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LEROY ALFRED SMITH

Corporal Leroy Smith went to England in September of 1943, and was among those 
many brave men who, after storming the beaches of Normandy, broke through into 
France to establish a foot-hold in Europe, out of which the eventual defeat of Germany 
began.

He was a member of the 33rd Artillery Regiment, 3rd Division, Company G, during the 
fighting in France. On August 11, 1944, he suffered wounds in action, and died as a 
result of these wounds on August 18, 1944.

Corporal Smith was the son of Robert L. and Inis M. (Porter) Smith, who came to 
Milford in 1943. He was born August 25, 1919, at Drewsville, New Hampshire. He 
attended schools at Lexington, Massachusetts, until March of 1931, then went to 
Loudon, New Hampshire, w ith his family. There he graduated from the grammar school. 
In 1935, he graduated from Concord High School.

He was employed at the Albert Peterson farm in Epping when he joined the Army. 
Sworn in June 2, 1941, at Concord, he reported that day to Fort Devens, and went to 
Fort Knox, Kentucky, for basic training.

At Camp Polk, Louisiana, he was a member of the 33rd Artillery Regiment, 3rd Divi
sion, Company G. He spent some time in California on maneuvers, was in Virginia for 
further training, then went to Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, before going overseas to 
England in September, 1943.
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RAYMOND LOUIS SMITH

Raymond Smith was born in Fitchburg, Massachusetts, on February 2, 1922, son of 
James L. and Mary Smith of Milford, now of Ashby, Massachusetts.

He attended local schools, and was employed at the Edward Trow farm in Mont 
Vernon when he entered military service.

Raymond was sworn in on November 25, 1942, at Manchester, and reported for duty 
December 9 at Fort Devens. He had basic training at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and 
participated in maneuvers at Nashville, Tennessee.

His next station was Camp Campbell, Kentucky, and he went overseas to Europe in 
October, 1944.

While serving as a member of Company C, 19th A. I. B. (Infantry Battalion), Smith 
was wounded during the fighting in France on January 17, 1945. He died of his wounds 
two days later.
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ALAN EDW ARD STITHAM

Although he did not get to a battle zone, Alan Stitham, in common with other Milford 
men, set aside his personal interests and on February 1, 1944, joined the Navy. His early 
plans were to become a pharmacist’s mate and work with the Marines, but he later was 
transferred to the Seabees.

H e was not to see service with the Seabees, however, for he was hospitalized in June, 
1944, and died on August 16, of that year.

“Ed,” as he was known by his many friends, was the son of Harry and Elizabeth 
(Connolly) Stitham. He was born at Nashua on April 25, 1926, and attended Milford 
schools through the second year of high school.

H e was employed at the French and Heald Company when he entered the service, 
and w ent to Sampson, New York, for boot training, beginning February 8, 1944. When 
he was transferred to the Naval Construction Battalion, he went to Davisville, Rhode 
Island.

W hile a t Sampson he spent a month in the hospital, and later, at Davisville, he was 
again sent to the hospital, this time at Newport. In July he was transferred to the Naval 
Hospital a t Brooklyn, New York, where he died.





These Milford men and women also wore the 
uniform of the United States and served their 
country in the great conflict known as World 
War II . . .  .
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FRED  O. ADAMS HERBERT L. ADAMS LOUIS J. AMADIO

F r e d  O s c a r  A d a m s , RdM 3 /c  — A native son of Mil
ford, F red Adams attended local schools and was 
employed at the New England Tape Company in 
Hudson, Massachusetts, when he enlisted in the 
Coast Guard. He was sworn in at Boston, October 
16, 1942, and began active duty December 28 at 
M anhattan Beach, New York. In October, 1943, he 
w ent to ' W abasso Beach, Florida, where he had 
charge of 36 horses used by the Coast Guard in 
patrolling the beach.

Later he was stationed at Tampa, Florida, and 
then went to Virginia Beach, Virginia, to radar 
school, in June , 1944. He was transferred to Little 
Creek, Virginia, then New Orleans, Louisiana, and 
later, Portsmouth, Virginia.

In November he boarded the USS Bedford and 
w ent to Bermuda, then Africa, returning home in 
June, 1945. After another trip to Africa, he w ent to 
Pearl Harbor, then to Manila in the Philippines. 
W hile in the Pacific he visited a num ber of islands. 
He was discharged November 28, 1945, a t Boston.

F red is the son of M. Helen (Polk) and the late 
Ernest Adams. He was born in Milford April 19, 
1919. He married Marjorie Kathan of Hudson, 
Massachusetts, in January, 1944.

¥

C a p t a i n  H e r b e r t  L e w i s  A d a m s  - An early entrant 
into the conflict, Adams was sworn in April 30, 1942, 
and after basic training at Fort Eustis, Virginia, went 
to Officer Candidate School at Camp Davis, North 
Carolina.

He was commissioned a second lieutenant in Oct
ober of that year, and in April of 1943 became first 
lieutenant.

W hile at Camp Davis, he married Miss Dorothy 
Mahoney of Milford February 12, 1943, at Carolina 
Beach.

He went to India May 10, 1943, with the 464th

Coast Artillery Anti Aircraft Battalion, arriving at 
Bombay. His outfit was sent through Calcutta to 
protect the Ledo road.

In August of 1944, his battalion went to an air
field at Poashan, China, where they stayed for nine 
months. Adams was detached in May at Kanchrapara 
and was assigned to the 969th Quartermaster De
tachment at Chabau, India, sending supplies into 
China.

He returned to this country December 17, 1945, 
and is now captain in the A. U. S. Officers’ Reserve.

Adams is the son of Lewis and Annie (Keane) 
Adams of Milford, born here August 11, 1918. He 
graduated from the high school in 1937 and from 
the University of New Hampshire in 1941,

He was employed by the Coca-Cola Company of 
Portland, Maine, when he entered the Army.

¥

S e r g e a n t  L o u is  J o s e p h  A m a d io  — Entering the 
Army on April 9, 1945, Amadio proceeded to Camp 
Croft, South Carolina, for basic training. In October 
he was sent to the staging area at Camp Pickett, Vir
ginia, ready for overseas duty.

Arriving in France at Le Havre in November, he 
was assigned to the 4th Armored Division as a me
chanic in Landshut, Germany. His unit was engaged 
in transporting vehicles from Le Havre to Landshut.

In March, 1946, Sergeant Amadio was transferred 
to the 53rd Constabulary Squadron, again as a 
mechanic. In July he was sent back to the United 
States and was discharged at Fort Dix, New Jersey, 
July 24, 1946.

Before he entered the Army, Amadio was em
ployed at the French and Heald Furniture Company. 
He married Miriam Small of Amherst on July 31,
1938. He was born in Milford on March 26, 1916, 
and brought up here. His parents are Anthony and 
Anna (D ’Andrea) Amadio.
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C. RICHARD ANSALDO DEXTER P. APPLEFORD PHYLLIS H. ARMSTRONG

C h a r l e s  R i c h a r d  A n s a l d o , S 2 /c  — Enlisting in the 
Navy April 21, 1945, Ansaldo went on active duty 
in June.

After boot training at Sampson, New York, he 
went to Newport, Rhode Island, for pre-commission 
training. He was then assigned to the heavy cruiser 
LTSS Oregon City in February, 1946. The ship went 
on a shakedown cruise to Cuba and in June put in 
at the Philadelphia Navy Yard. The ship then be
came flagship of the 4th fleet w ith an admiral and 
his staff aboard. On July 28, he was released from 
ship duty and was discharged from the Navy.

Ansaldo was born in Hanover, New Hampshire, 
on September 5, 1927, son of Charles J. and Mar
garet (Cantlin) Ansaldo. They came to Milford in 
1929. Richard attended Milford schools and grad
uated with a W ar Diploma in 1945.

*

T /5  D e x t e r  P h i l l i p s  A p p l e f o r d  —A resident of 
Milford since October, 1932, when he married the 
former Evelyn W heeler of this town, Dexter Apple
ford is a native of Hanover, Massachusetts. He was 
born August 25, 1907, the son of James and Ethel 
(Thayer) Appleford.

He was employed by the University of New 
Hampshire in its printing and duplicating depart
ment when he entered military service June 17, 
1943.

Appleford went to Camp Carson, Colorado, for 
basic training, and was assigned to the 168th 
Engineer Combat Battalion, Company C. After 
maneuvers in Tennessee, he went overseas to Eng
land, May 3, 1944.

He was stationed at Wrexham, Wales, until he 
went to Normandy July 17, 1944. He saw action in

France and Germany. Duties also carried him to 
Luxembourg, Belgium, and Holland. He sailed from 
Marseille October 27, 1945, and was discharged at 
Fort Devens, November 17, 1945.

Appleford attended schools in Rockland, Massa
chusetts, and graduated from the high school there 
in 1926.

¥

1 s t . L t . P h y l l i s  H e l e n a  A r m s t r o n g  — Commis
sioned a second lieutenant in the Army Nurse Corps 
in April, 1945, Phyllis Armstrong received her in
doctrination and basic training at Fort Devens. Later 
she was assigned to Station Hospital a t Camp 
Edwards, and processed for overseas assignment at 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina. She served at the 4th 
General Hospital in Manila and the 117th Station 
Hospital on Leyte during the fall of 1945. Since 
December, 1945, she has been on duty at Tilton 
General Hospital, Fort Dix, New Jersey.

Lt. Armstrong is the daughter of Grace Noonan 
Stewart of Mont Vernon Road, Milford. She attended 
schools in Braintree, Massachusetts, Sacred Heart 
Academy in W atertown, Massachusetts, and Com
mercial High School, in Worcester.

Her nursing training was obtained at the Waltham 
Training School for Nurses, where she graduated in 
1932. She took a post-graduate course at the Boston 
Lying-in Hospital and Simmons College. Later, she 
worked at the Newton Hospital, Newton, Massachu
setts, then returned to the W altham Hospital where 
she was a teaching supervisor in obstetrics. Just 
before joining the Army Nurse Corps she was assist
ant to the superintendent of nurses at Morton 
Hospital, Taunton, Massachusetts.
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WAYNE ASHFORD CARMELLO F. AVENI FREDERICK H. AYERS

T /4  W a y n e  A s h f o r d  — Ashford was sworn in at 
M anchester on September 5, 1941, and spent almost 
a year in this country before going overseas. His 
basic training was at Fort Knox, Kentucky. He was 
then sent to Fort Lewis, W ashington, Camp Young, 
California, and Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania. In 
August, 1942, he arrived in England with the 752nd 
Tank Battalion, stationed at Tideworth.

In January, 1943, Ashford landed in Oran, Africa, 
and took part in the push from Tabessa to Tunis. A 
year later, he went on to Salerno, Italy, and after 
three months at Eboli, reached the front lines in the 
push through Rome, Florence and Bologna. His unit 
was noted for outstanding performance in the Po 
Valley Campaign.

In July, 1945, Ashford was transferred to the 
894th Tank Destroyer Battalion which arrived in 
the United States in September. He was discharged 
at Fort Devens September 21, 1945.

Ashford is the son of Lila (Nelson) George of 
Milford. He was born here on April 22, 1917, and 
graduated from the high school in 1936.

*

T /5  C a r m e l l o  F e o d o r a  A v e n i  — Aveni was born 
in Milford on June 18, 1918, the son of Anthony and 
Rose (Tortorelli) Aveni, now living in Nashua. He 
attended Milford schools and worked in Milford in 
Sal’s Barber Shop prior to April 30, 1942, when he 
entered the Army. In September of the same year 
he married Elizabeth Leonard, also of Milford.

At Fort Knox, Kentucky, he took his basic training 
and in January, 1943, he was sent to Camp Camp
bell, Kentucky, ready for overseas duty. He rose to 
technician fifth grade during that time. He left for 
Europe in February, 1945, and served both in France 
and Germany in the 220th Armored Engineer Bat
talion. He returned to the United States and after 
a furlough was sent to California ready for Pacific

duty. However, orders were changed and he was 
discharged at Camp Cooke, California, on Decem
ber 4, 1945.

*

F r e d e r i c k  H a r r y  A y e r s , SF 3 / c  — Prior to the first 
World War, Frederick Ayers enlisted in the 1st Com
pany Coast Artillery Corps, Massachusetts National 
Guard, and served as a corporal from June 3, 1912, 
to June 3, 1915. The next year he enlisted in the 
1st Vermont Infantry Band, as Assistant Band Lead
er. Ayers went to the Mexican Border and returned 
to Fort Ethan Allen, Vermont, where he was trans
ferred to the U. S. Army Mechanical Repair Shop 
Unit No. 301 at Camp Meigs, Washington, D. C. 
In December, 1917, Corporal Ayers went overseas 
with his unit and returned to be discharged at Fort 
Dix in June, 1919.

He enlisted with the 101st Engineers Band at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, in September, 1920, and 
remained with them until September, 1928.

On March 27, 1943, Corporal Ayers enlisted in a 
Naval Construction Battalion as a petty officer. He 
joined the 5th Amphibious Maintenance Crew and 
went to Guam and helped build the base and 
assembled many of the pontoons which were used at 
Eniwetok. Ayers was also based at Saipan and then 
went to the Russell Islands to dismantle pontoons. 
He got back to the United States in October, and was 
discharged November 28, 1945, at Sampson, New 
York.

Ayers was born on April 3, 1894, in Troy, the 
son of Frederick I. and Marie (Harnois) Ayers. He 
attended Avery School in East Dedham, Massachu
setts, and Hyde Park High School. In 1942-43 he 
attended Brooklyn Tech in Brooklyn, New York. He 
married Hilda Hopwood of Montreal, Canada, in 
April, 1934.
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GEORGE F. AYERS ROBERT W. BAGLEY r q y  E. BAILEY

G e o r g e  F r a n k  A y e r s , MM 2 /c  — Employed a t the 
Hillsborough Mills when he enlisted in the Navy, 
George F. Ayers was sworn in at Boston, Massachu
setts, November 20, 1942, and was sent to Great 
Lakes Training Station, Illinois, for boot training 
and Machinist school. In June, 1943, he came East 
and reported for duty at the Section Base Machine 
Shop at Newport, Rhode Island. Later that year he 
went to Pier 92 in New York for assignment and was 
sent to Miami, Florida, in February, 1944.

In April, 1944, Ayers went aboard a repair ship, 
the USS ATR-29, operating in the Atlantic. After a 
year of duty he was discharged, November 1, 1945, 
at Miami.

Although not a native of Milford, Ayers came here 
in 1936, after attending elementary schools a t South 
Wardsboro, Vermont, Dedham and Middleboro, 
Massachusetts. He was born February 1, 1922, at 
Dedham, the son of George and Helen (W right) 
Ayers of Milford. He married Anne Courage of Mil
ford December 3, 1943.

P r i v a t e  R o b e r t  W i l l i a m  B a g l e y  — Robert Bagley 
is not a native of Milford, but came here to live in
1940. He was born in Chelsea, Massachusetts, on 
February 3, 1923, the son of Henry Bagley of Mil
ford and the late Marion (Graham) Bagley.

He received part of his education in Pembroke, 
Massachusetts, and part in Maine. W hen he entered 
the Army on January 18, 1943, he was employed at 
the Johns-Manville plant in Nashua.

From his first camp, Fort Devens, he was sent to

Fort Meade, Maryland, for basic training. He was 
discharged for physical reasons June 19, 1943.

C o r p o r a l  R o y  E t h a n  B a i l e y  — Italy was the scene 
of most of Roy’s many fighting days while in the 
Army. He was among the first to leave Milford after 
the declaration of war, entering service January 12,
1942.

He was given basic training, attending a school for 
mechanics, at Fort Warren, Wyoming. For the next 
five months he had more training as a mechanic at 
Salt Lake City and Tucson.

He went overseas just a year after he entered the 
Army, with the 1683rd Ordnance Company 5, Motor 
Mechanics Aviation unit. Landing in Africa, he was 
in Casablanca, Fez in French Morocco, then across 
the Atlas Mountains to Cobra. He crossed the Med
iterranean to Sicily July 13, 1943, and fought 
through Messina and the Italian mainland to reach 
Battipaglia in September. He was in Southern 
France in August, 1944, and underwent severe bomb
ing attacks for a month. He was moved back to 
Pontedera, near Pisa, in Italy and two months later 
was transferred to the 550th Engineers.

In September, 1945, he returned to this country, 
and was discharged at Devens September 27.

Roy is the son of Ethan and Minnie (Snyder) 
Bailey, born in Milford May 1, 1917. He was edu
cated in Milford schools, and when he entered 
military service was a truck driver.
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GEORGE J. BARBOUR RAYMOND G. BARBOURLAW RENCE C. BALES

S / S e r g e a n t  L a w r e n c e  C a m p b e l l  B a l e s  — Son of 
E dith  (Lawrence) Bales and the late Harold C. 
Bales, who was for several years superintendent of 
the Milford schools, Lawrence was born in Boston 
May 11, 1919, and came to Milford in July of that 
year. He attended local schools, graduating in 1937, 
and studied for over a year at Dartm outh College. 
He enlisted in the Air Corps July 15, 1941.

At W estover Field, Massachusetts, he had basic 
training with the Air Corps. Until he w ent overseas 
February 27, 1944, w ith the 640th Bomb Squadron, 
409th Group (L ) he served in many places in this 
country including Louisiana Maneuvers, Alexandria, 
Louisiana; Spartanburg, South Carolina; Pendleton, 
Oregon; Tucson, Arizona; Spokane, W ashington; 
Rapid City, South Dakota; W alla W alla, W ashing
ton; Redmond, Oregon; Avon Park, Florida; and 
De Ridder, Louisiana.

Leaving this country, he w ent to England and 
there participated in the aerial support of the inva
sion of Normandy.

In July, 1944, he was hospitalized and returned to 
the United States in October of that year. He was 
hospitalized at Lovell General Hospital, Fort Devens, 
Massachusetts, until he was discharged from there 
November 25, 1944.

¥

C o r p o r a l  G e o r g e  J e f f e r s o n  B a r b o u r  — Barbour 
entered the Army on February 22, 1943. After re
ceiving his basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, 
he was assigned to transporting ammunition a t the 
Air Base there.

From Greensboro, North Carolina, he w ent over
seas with the 1428th Ordnance, Supplies and 
Munitions Aviation Company in July, 1944. He was

stationed at Hickam Field, and at various other 
fields in Hawaii. He remained there until he came 
back to the United States to be discharged on Febru
ary 18, 1946.

W hen he entered the service, Barbour was work
ing for the Bourn Furniture Company in Milford. 
He was born in Brookline, New Hampshire, on June 
6, 1923, and is the son of Thomas and Lillian 
(W orden) Barbour of Milford, now living in Nashua. 
He attended school in both Brookline and Milford, 
his family coming to reside in Milford in 1936.

*

P f c . R a y m o n d  G o r d o n  B a r b o u r  — After joining the 
National Guard on June 28, 1940, Barbour reported 
for active duty in the regular Army on September 
16, with the 197th Coast Artillery Anti-Aircraft Bat
talion. His outfit was sent to Camp Hulen and Mid
land, Texas, and to Louisiana for maneuvers.

On February 18, 1942, he sailed for Australia, 
where he was stationed at Townsville. He served 
with the 237th Anti-Aircraft Artillery in the battle 
of New Guinea at Finschaffen. His battalion was the 
second American outfit to hit the beachhead with 
the Australians. He also took part in the landing 
at Netherlands East Indies.

His outfit was then assigned to the Philippine 
campaign and he served in the invasion of Leyte. 
He returned to the United States in July and was 
discharged July 16, 1945, at Fort Devens.

Barbour was born in Brookline on February 8, 
1920, the son of Thomas and Lillian (W orden) 
Barbour of Milford, now of Nashua. He attended 
school in Brookline, New Hampshire, and came to 
live in Milford in 1937. He held various jobs in Mil
ford before he was called to active service.
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THOMAS B. BARBOUR ALBERT T. BASCOM RALPH E. BATCHELDER

P f c . T h o m a s  B u r n i e  B a r b o u r  — During most of 
1944 Thomas Barbour was iri North Africa and Italy 
with the 85th Division, 337th Infantry. He was 
wounded and hospitalized at Turnasoli, Italy, during 
the Rome-Arno campaign and for his participation 
in this battle he wears the Purple Heart. He also 
wears the Combat Infantry Badge.

Brookline, New Hampshire, where Barbour was 
bom June 10, 1921, was his home until 1936, when 
he came to Milford with his parents, Lillian 
(W orden) and Thomas Burnie Barbour. He was 
employed at the Bourn Furniture Company when he 
entered the service October 8, 1942. He married 
Rena Calvetti of Milford the following year.

Barbour received his basic training at Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi, took part in the Louisiana Man
euvers and was stationed at Camp Pilot Knob, 
California, and Camp Coxcomb, California, before 
leaving for overseas from Fort Dix, New Jersey, in 
January, 1944.

He landed back in the United States in September, 
1944, and was stationed at Fort Devens and Camp 
Burner, North Carolina, before he was discharged at 
Fort Devens December 16, 1944.

*
A l b e r t  T i m o t h y  B a s c o m , S e a m a n  2 /c  —Enlist
ing in the Navy on January 15, 1945, Albert Bascom 
received his boot training at Sampson, New York, 
and was then sent to Pearl Harbor, on the Admiral 
Cootz. On May 14, 1945, he left Pearl Harbor for 
Ulithi, in the Caroline Islands, where he boarded the 
USS Flint, an anti-aircraft cruiser, bound for Oki
nawa as an escort for carriers.

After a rest period in June at Leyte in the Philip
pines, he took part in operations outside Tokyo, 
where he experienced an air raid. He continued on 
patrol duty in Tokyo Bay following V-J Day. On 
December 26, 1945, he arrived in San Francisco, 
California, only to depart four days later for the 
Gilbert Islands. He assisted in transporting troops 
at Tarawa back to the United States.

On January 21, 1946, he went to Bremerton, 
Washington, to unload ammunition and then to 
Everett where his ship was de-activated. After de

activating the USS Essex at Seattle, he came to 
Boston, where he was discharged August 1, 1946, 
and placed in the inactive Naval Reserve.

Son of Elizabeth (Farnum ) Bascom, and the late 
Albert S. Bascom of Manchester, Bascom was born 
December 31, 1927, at Manchester, New Hamp
shire. He attended schools at Hooksett, New Hamp
shire, and came to reside in Milford with his sister, 
Mrs. George Dutton, in 1943. He was working for 
French and Heald Furniture Company of Milford 
when he enlisted.

Seaman Bascom was killed in an automobile 
accident in Bedford October 30, 1946, and was 
buried in Manchester November 2nd.

*
S / S e r g e  a n t  R a l p h  E d w a r d  B a t c h e l d e r  — Enter
ing the Army August 17, 1942, Sergeant Batchelder 
went to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for basic training 
and then to Sheppard Field, Texas, for schooling as 
an airplane mechanic. In February, 1943, he went 
to the Glenn L. Martin factory school at Baltimore, 
Maryland, for B-26 specialization, and in March, to 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, for overseas training.

Via Presque Isle, Maine, he left on May 20, 1943, 
for Iceland and was based at Meeks Field and Camp 
Turner, where he serviced all types of aircraft 
stopping en route from the United States to Europe.

On December 2, 1944, he returned to Presque 
Isle, Maine, by plane and was sent to Grenier Field, 
Manchester. After a furlough, he was sent to Fort 
Totten, New York, where he worked as mechanic 
in the Air Transport Command at LaGuardia Field. 
He received his discharge November 29, 1945, at 
Grenier Field.

Son of Harry and Edna (Frost) Batchelder of 
Concord, New Hampshire, he was born March 8, 
1921, at Concord, and attended schools there, grad
uating from the high school in 1937. He resided in 
Milford in 1942 and 1943, but was employed by 
Colt’s Patent Firearms a t Hartford, Connecticut, 
when he entered the service. He married Grace 
Hjmenik of Bayside, New York, on November 10,
1945.
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REGINALD L. BATCHELDER HERBERT W. BAUM VALMORE J. BEAUDRAULT

T /4  R e g i n a l d  L l o y d  B a t c h e l d e r  — Sworn in at 
Manchester, March 3, 1943, Batchelder completed 
his basic and advanced training a t Camp Shelby, 
Mississippi. H e was assigned to the 296th Medical 
Detachm ent, Engineers Combat Battalion, and sent 
to England.

W ith the 1st Army he landed on Omaha Beach in 
June, 1944. His duties included construction and 
repair of-roads and bridges. Corporal Batchelder was 
in combat in France, Luxembourg and during the 
Battle of the Bulge in Eupen, Belgium.

After hostilities ceased, his outfit was assigned to 
construct a 360 foot bridge at Dessau, Germany, 
which connected the Russian and American occupa
tional zones. In July, 1945, he was stationed in 
Berlin, where he remained until he returned to the 
United States in December and was discharged 
December 19, 1945.

Batchelder is the son of Harry and Edna (Frost) 
Batchelder of Concord. Born on February 9, 1924, 
in East Concord, he attended schools in Concord 
until the family moved to Milford in 1941 and he 
was at the Milford High School for three months.

*
P f c . H e r b e r t  W i l l i a m  B a u m  — Baum served in 
both the British and United States Armies. Enlisting 
in the British Army on July 18, 1940, he was sent to 
Bradford, England, for basic training. After being 
stationed a t Cambridge and Norfolk, England, he 
was assigned to the 108th R. A. S. C. and sent to 
County Antrum, Ireland, in December, 1941. He 
was discharged from the British Army on January 
22, 1943, and joined the United States Army the 
next day a t London.

After basic training at Litchfield, he was assigned 
to the 29th Infantry Division, hospitalized for seven 
weeks, and then placed in Intelligence. He landed 
on U tah Beach, Normandy, in August (D  plus 62) 
and saw action in the Battle of the Bulge, in Belgium, 
in December. He w ent to Aachen and Cologne, 
Germany, after they were taken and was a t Stras
bourg, Germany, on V-E Day. Via Belgium and 
Camp Atlanta, France, he came to the United States 
for his discharge a t Fort Devens, November 1, 1945.

Baum was born at Milford on April 6, 1917, the 
son of John W. Baum of Rothlay, Leicestershire, 
England, and the late Mabel (Keast) Baum of Mil
ford. He returned to England after the death of his 
mother, attended school at Mountsorrel, and then 
worked in his father’s nursery until enlisting in the 
British Army. Returning to the United States for 
discharge, he later returned to England for his wife, 
Lily (G ault) Baum of Leitrim County, Ireland, whom 
he married October 22, 1943, at Randalston, Ireland. 
They now reside in Milford.

*
C a p t a i n  V a l m o r e  J o s e p h  B e a u d r a u l t  — First to 
shoot down a German jet-propelled plane in the 
Ninth Air Force was Captain Valmore Beaudrault, 
fighter pilot, who flew 83 combat missions in the 
ETO from advanced bases. Entering the Army May 
1, 1942, Captain Beaudrault was commissioned a 
second lieutenant after completion of his training 
May 24, 1943.

He w ent to England in December, 1943, and 
escorted bombers over Germany as deputy flight 
commander. From March, 1944, he participated in 
the bombing and strafing of the Cherbourg Peninsulao o o
and the support of Allied troops in France until 
downed by ground fire at La Haye des Puits, France.

After three weeks of hospitalization for injuries 
he operated from bases near Paris, and Rheims, 
Belgium. He was a squadron leader at Mons, Bel
gium, until December, 1944. Captain Beaudrault 
then served as liaison officer with the 8th Corps, 
First Army, and also as Tactical Air Liaison Officer 
between the 19th Tactical Air Command Head
quarters and the 87th Infantry Division.

Returning to this country on March 29, 1945, 
Captain Beaudrault taught combat flying, gunnery 
and strafing until July. He was placed on the reserve 
inactive list August 8, 1945.

Captain Beaudrault graduated from Milford High 
School in 1941 and was employed by Abbott Ma
chine Company at the time he enlisted. He is the 
son of Valmore Beaudrault of New York and Mrs. 
Jessie (Clapp) Beaudrault of Milford. He was born 
May 18, 1923, at Gardner, Massachusetts.
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JOHN BEAVER JOHN E. BELLEW  LOUIS M. BERNASCONI

S e r g e a n t  J o h n  B e a v e r  — A native of Keighley, 
England, John Beaver, son of Arthur and Martha 
(Roe) Beaver of Pine Valley, was born January 30, 
1912. He came to Wilton to live in 1922, and attend
ed Wilton schools, but moved to Pine Valley, Mil
ford, about four years previous to his enlistment.

He was employed at the Abbott Machine Company 
in Wilton when he enlisted in the Army May 14,
1942. He reported for duty at Fort Devens on May 
17 and was sent to Miami, Florida, for basic training.

Following this, he went to Savannah, Georgia, in 
July. Through Fort Dix, New Jersey, he left New 
York for England August 4, as a cook in head
quarters, Ninth Air Force. He was stationed in 
Ascot, England, for approximately two years, then 
went to Chantilly, France, for six months.

Returning to the United States February 9, 1945, 
he was discharged at Fort Devens September 20 of 
that year. On June 23, 1946, he married Orlena 
Flanagan of Forge Village, Massachusetts.

★

J o h n  E v e r e t t  B e l l e w , C o x s w a in  — John Bellew 
was born in Milford March 26, 1925, the son of 
Everett and Katherine (Casey) Bellew of Milford. 
He attended Milford schools and was employed by 
French and Heald Company when he enlisted in the 
Navy.

He was sworn in on July 8, 1942, at Manchester, 
and reported the same day to Newport, Rhode 
Island. Upon completing his boot training, he went 
to Jacksonville Naval Air Base, Florida, where he 
was on crash boat and guard duty. In April, 1943, 
he went to amphibious school for coxswain rating at 
Fort Pierce, Florida.

After a trip to the Gulf of Mexico in May, 1944, 
he went to Oran and Bizerte in Africa aboard the

LST (Landing Ship) 665. He was then transferred 
to Patrol Craft 1174 and went to Palermo, Sicily, 
then to Leghorn, Italy. He reached Key West, 
Florida, in June, 1945, and after a furlough, reported 
to the Naval Base at Norfolk, Virginia, where he 
remained until he was discharged May 1, 1946, at 
Boston.

He married Claire Rossi of Milford on September 
22, 1946.

★

T /5  Louis M a r i o  B e r n a s c o n i  — W ar service in Eng
land, France, Belgium and Germany was the lot 
of Louis Bernasconi, who entered the service May 
6, 1943, at Manchester. He reported for duty at 
Fort Devens a week later, and was sent to Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky, for basic training.

After technical training at Camp Forrest, Tennes
see, in October and November, and maneuvers in 
Tennessee from December, 1943, to March, 1944, 
he returned to Camp Campbell as a cook in the 
482nd Ordnance Evacuation Company. He went 
with that unit May 3 to Bristol, England.

He landed at Omaha Beach, Normandy, France, 
August 12, 1944, and went into action at Metz, then 
Fontainebleau, near Paris, proceeding to St. Mihiel 
and into Belgium. He prepared food for trucks to 
take up to the front lines. His unit spent October, 
November, and December in Holland, then w ent to 
Hamm, Germany, where they were on V-E Day. 
Later he was on duty with the Army of Occupation 
at Kassell and Esslingen, Germany. He arrived back 
in the United States January 18, 1946, and was dis
charged January 24, at Fort Devens.

Bernasconi is the son of Caroline (Beverina) 
Bernasconi and the late Eugene Bernasconi of Mil
ford, born here January 20, 1912. He attended 
Milford schools. His wife is the former Lena Glidden 
of Fitchburg, whom he married October 7, 1939.
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VICTOR F. BERNASCONI DAVID J. BIANCHIPIERRE J. BERNASCONI

P i e r r e  J o h n  B e r n a s c o n i , J r ., M E 2 /c  —Pierre 
Bernasconi was employed by the Electric Boat Com
pany, Groton, Connecticut, as a  welder w hen he 
decided to enlist in the Navy for six years, and dur
ing the war he continued to work on welding in many 
different parts of the world.

He was sworn in at M anchester, November 11, 
1942, aifd w ent to Newport, Rhode Island, for boot 
training. After attending Navy Service School a t 
Norfolk, Virginia, he w ent to New Orleans, Louisi
ana, and in April, 1943, he was stationed there as 
an electric welder and gas burner metalsmith in 
radar service. On February 14, 1945, he left for 
North Africa aboard the transport Ameraposa and 
spent a month at Oran. He boarded the LST 387 in 
Sicily in April and once more welded ships and 
worked with radar, going to southern France, Italy, 
and back to Sicily.

Returning to Oran, he was sent back to the United 
States in September of the same year for duty, and 
after a furlough he reported to Boston. His next 
assignment was at Norfolk, Virginia, where he was 
instructor of electric and gas welding at F leet Service 
School. He was also on crash boat duty a t the Naval 
Air Station there before leaving in April, 1947, for 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where he was assigned in 
June as manager of the Petty Officers’ Club.

His enlistment was completed on November 11, 
1948.

★

P f c . V i c t o r  F r a n k  B e r n a s c o n i  — W ar service first 
in Europe and then in the Far E ast marked Victor 
Bemasconi’s life in the Army.

He was employed at the Martin Comolli Granite 
Company in Milford when he entered the service. 
Sworn in a t Manchester on March 3, 1943, he began 
active duty a week later a t Fort Devens. He went 
to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, for basic training.

He was stationed at Camp Needles, California, 
from July until December 11, 1943, then embarked

from New York for England with the 965th Engineer 
Maintenance Company.

Crossing into Normandy about a week after 
D-Day, he was with the Third Army in Northern 
France and Belgium until the war ended. He was 
shipped to the Pacific area, and was in salvage and 
occupational duty at Osaka, Japan. He returned to 
the United States December 31, 1945, and was 
discharged January 14, 1946.

He is the son of the late Angelo and the late 
Jennie (Pirovano) Bernasconi, and was born in 
Milford January 4, 1924. He attended local schools.

★

C o r p o r a l  D a v id  J o s e p h  B i a n c h i  -  From March 25, 
1941, until his discharge November 3, 1945, was 
Corporal Bianchi’s tour of service. After basic train
ing at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, he served in 
Florida and Mississippi until June, 1943, in the 
172nd Field Artillery.

Transferring to the Air Corps he studied a t Buck- 
nell Junior College in Pennsylvania, and later, after 
stations at Nashville, Tennessee and W alnut Ridge, 
Arkansas, he attended Pre-Flight School at Maxwell 
Field, Alabama. From Shaw Field, South Carolina, 
he was transferred to the field artillery, and after 
service in Louisiana and Oklahoma with the 626th 
Field Artillery Battalion, he transferred to the 569th 
Battalion and to France, April 7, 1945. Landing at 
LeHavre, he went from there to Rouen and then to 
Merzig, Germany. At Pirmasens on the Siegfried 
Line and at Baumholder, Germany, he engaged in 
freeing those towns of snipers.

He returned from Europe in June, 1945, arriving 
at Newport News, Virginia, July 4. He then served 
at Fort Bragg from August until October, 1945.

He was employed by Rossi Brothers Granite Com
pany when he entered the service. He attended Mil
ford elementary school and High School. He was 
born here April 13, 1918, son of Egidio and Irene 
(Bennet) Bianchi of Milford. He was married Oct
ober 6, 1937, to the former Edna M. Mitchell.
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RICHARD J. RIANCHI FRANKLIN J. BILLS RAYMOND A. BISHOP

T /5  R i c h a r d  J a m e s  B i a n c h i  — Acting as company 
aid man to give first aid to the wounded, Richard 
saw action as his battalion fought through Carentan, 
St. Lo, Mortain and Brece, in France. Proceeding 
through Belgium, he was near Malmedy in the 
Ardennes when the Germans broke through for the 
Battle of the Bulge. V-E Day found him in Weimar, 
Germany. He then proceeded to Berlin, where he 
was stationed until December, 1945, when he re
turned to the United States. Arriving in New York 
on January 3, 1946, he was discharged at Fort 
Devens, on January 9, 1946.

Entering the army on March 3, 1943, he reported 
at Fort Devens a week later, and was sent to Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi, for basic training. After more 
training as technician at the O’Reilly General Hos
pital in Missouri, he left Boston on October 8, 1943, 
for England with the 296th Engineers (Combat) 
Battalion. In England, he was stationed a t Devizes, 
Taunton, Plymouth, and Gloucester, before landing 
on Omaha Beach, France, on D plus 24.

He was born in Milford on March 19, 1924, 
attended Milford schools, and graduated in 1942 
from Milford High School. He is the son of Egidio 
J. and Irene (Bennett) Bianchi of Milford. Prior to 
entering the Army, he was employed at Parker 
Farms. He married Lylian Boly of Florenville, Bel
gium, November 10, 1945, at Florenville.

*

F r a n k l i n  J e r o m e  B i l l s , Y e o m a n  1 / c  — Enlisting 
June 23, 1943, from a civilian position as head of 
the Strafford County Bureau of the Manchester 
Union, Yeoman Bills’ naval service included being an 
accredited Seabee overseas correspondent.

Following basic training at Camp Peary, Virginia, 
he was placed in Ships Company at Port Hueneme, 
California, where he earned a position on the camp 
paper and on October 1, 1943, was named managing 
editor of the Seabees Coverall.

During his service in that capacity, he promoted 
the nomination of a seven year old crippled Pittsburg 
boy, Jimmie Carrick, as mascot of all Seabees. In 
August, 1944, Bills’ name was among the nine accred
ited overseas correspondents. He was assigned to duty 
in the Marianas Islands. He was attached to the 5th 
Naval Construction Brigade at Guam in October,O 7
1944, in charge of public relations. In March, 1945, 
he returned to Pearl Harbor to serve as sports editor 
of a newly-organized Seabee magazine.

He returned to the United States in November,
1945, and was discharged December 2, 1945, his 
32nd birthday.

He is the son of Leon W. and Edith (Jerome) Bills 
of Milford. He was born here and attended Milford 
schools through high school, after which he attended 
Boston University. His wife is the former Irene 
O’Neil of Boston, Massachusetts.

¥

R a y m o n d  A n s e l  B i s h o p , M a c h i n i s t  M a t e  2 / c  — 
Bishop enlisted in the Seabees on September 13, 
1943. He received his boot training at Camp Peary, 
Virginia, and his advanced training at Camp Holli
day, Mississippi. He was made machinist mate third 
class there, attached to the 573rd Construction 
Battalion Marine Unit.

In February, 1944, Bishop shipped out on the 
cargo ship SS Jean La Fitte to Banika, Solomon 
Islands, in the Pacific theatre. His duties included 
general maintenance. In September, 1945, he was 
transferred to Espiritu Santo, in the New Hebrides, 
and awaited transportation home. He arrived in San 
Francisco in December and was discharged Decem
ber 14, 1945, when he came to Boston.

Bishop was born in Peterborough on August 24, 
1918, the son of Paul and Ruth (Green) Bishop of 
Dedham, Massachusetts. He married Ethel Hubley 
of Jaffrey in 1939. W hen he enlisted, he was work
ing at Reed’s W hite Elephant Shop.
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MARCUS BIZEL PAUL F. BIZEL ERNEST H. BJORK

P f c . M a r c u s  B i z e l  — Bizel enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps and was sworn in June 29, 1945, 
at Boston, Massachusetts. He reported for active 
duty at Parris Island, South Carolina, on July 5, 
1945, and after a short time, was sent to the ship- 
refueling station at Craney Island, Virginia, where 
he patroled the piers. On May 22, 1946, he w ent to 
W ashington, D. C., as clerk at the Naval Annex. He 
received his discharge on August 28, 1946, at 
Quantico, Virginia.

Son of George S. and M artha (Conners) Bizel, of 
Milford, Marcus Bizel was born on December 29, 
1927, at Oak Park, Illinois. H e came to Milford to 
live in 1929 and attended Milford schools. Prior to 
his enlistment in the Marine Corps, he was employed 
a t W right Brothers’ in Milford.

¥

C o r p o r a l  P a u l  F r a n c i s  B i z e l  — Bizel saw action 
from the time he landed on Omaha Beach, France, 
on July 12, 1944. He saw action a t Barneville, St. 
Lo, Denard, Avranches, and St. James in the Mech
anized Cavalry. He also was at Molle and Brest with 
the 29th Infantry Division. From there he w ent to 
Plouvien, then he traveled 900 miles to Luxembourg 
and to St. Vith and to the Argonne Forest, in Sep
tember, 1944. Here he and his outfit built log cabins 
and the Skyline Drive from Antilla, Belgium, to the 
German Border.

Four days after the Battle of the Bulge, on Decem
ber 25, 1944, while trying to escape to Bastogne 
from the Ardennes Forest, he was captured by the 
Germans and taken to Gurrelstein, Germany, where 
he remained until January 15, 1945.

After being sent to Bonn and Limberg, he was 
liberated on March 28, 1945. He was in a critical 
condition when taken to the 168th Evacuation Hos

pital in Germany. On June 7, 1945, he left England 
and arrived at Charleston, South Carolina, on a hos
pital ship on July 3, 1945. He received his discharge 
October 22, 1945, at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts.

Corporal Bizel was sworn in at Manchester on 
June 17, 1943, and reported at Fort Devens, July 1. 
He was sent to Camp Carson, Colorado, for basic 
training, and there assigned to the 168th Engineers 
Combat Battalion, Company A. He had training in 
bridge building, bridge demolition, mine clearing, 
laying mines and road building and repairing. He 
w ent to England on May 1, 1944, and was stationed 
at Wrexham, North Wales, and Oxford, England, 
until he crossed the English Channel.

Corporal Bizel was born March 11, 1925, at Oak 
Park, Illinois, and is the son of George S. and Martha 
(Conners) Bizel of Milford. He has lived in Milford 
since 1929 and attended Milford schools.

¥

S / S e r g e a n t  E r n e s t  H e n d r i c k  B j o r k  — Bjork en
listed and was sworn into the Army on December 
16, 1941, a few days after Pearl Harbor. He reported 
at Fort Devens, and was sent to Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, for basic training and to Chanute Field, 
Illinois, to aircraft mechanic school. In July, 1942, 
he went to the Curtiss W right plant in Caldwell, 
New Jersey, for propeller instruction.

From Duncan Field, Texas, he proceeded overseas 
to New Caledonia in November, 1942. After a little 
more than a year there, he passed tests and returned 
to the United States for further study at Orlando, 
Florida, reporting there in February, 1944. He re
mained until November 15, 1945, when he was 
discharged at Drew Field, Tampa, Florida.

Bjork was bom on January 29, 1920, in Milford, 
the son of Ernest L. and Edith (Sorvo) Bjork. He 
attended Milford schools and was working for Abbott 
Machine Company, in Wilton, when he enlisted.
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JOSEPH H. BLAIS GEORGE F. BLANCHARD EDWARD J. BLANCHETTE

E n s ig n  J o s e p h  H e r b e r t  B l a is  — Born in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, on December 11, 1917, Blais is the 
son of Albert J. and Mildred (Godreau) Blais of Mil
ford. His parents lived in Manchester until 1936 
and he received his education there, graduating from 
Manchester Central High School in 1935. Before he 
enlisted in the Merchant Marine June 15, 1942, he 
was a restaurant manager in San Diego, California.

He first became a messman on coastwise tankers 
owned by the Pennsylvania Shipping Company. In 
October he sailed with the cargo-passenger ship 
SS Lipscomb Lykes to the New Hebrides Islands in 
the Pacific. They were struck by a torpedo in Jan
uary, 1943, in the Coral Sea off the coast of New 
Caledonia, and he was sent back to San Francisco 
on a troopship.

After a short furlough, Blais sailed for Bizerte and 
Oran, North Africa, on the Liberty Ship Ezra Cornell 
as second steward and purser. They were bombed 
in Oran harbor.

Opon completing a course at the Maritime Cook
ing School in New York City, he sailed out of Boston 
as chief cook aboard the SS Fisher Ames of the 
American Mail Lines, for Cardiff, Wales. In March 
of 1944, he became cook on tugboats in New York 
harbor. He sailed to Venezuela and Texas as steward 
aboard the SS Christy Payne in August.

In March of 1945 he received an ensign’s commis
sion in the Maritime Service. He was assigned to the 
SS Five Forks, as chief steward, transporting high 
octane gas from Texas to Calcutta, India, and plied 
the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf picking up 
oil in Abadan, Iran, for Madras, Colombo in Ceylon, 
Australia and Singapore. In December, he sailed 
home via Manila and the Panama Canal, thus com
pleting the circuit of the world.

He was released from active duty February, 1946.

★
E n s ig n  G e o r g e  F r e d e r i c k  B l a n c h a r d  — A native 
of Goffstown, Blanchard enlisted in the Naval Air 
Corps on December 8, 1942. He did not begin active 
duty until September 29, 1943. After a year’s in

tensive training which took him to the U. S. Naval 
Flight Preparatory School at Williams College, Mass
achusetts; Keene Teachers College, Keene, New 
Hampshire; Chapel Hill, North Carolina; and Peru, 
Indiana, he was commissioned at Pensacola, Florida, 
on January 23, 1945.

From February 25, to September 12, 1945, he 
was stationed at the Naval Air Station a t Miami, 
Florida, in Torpedo Squadron 94 and Gross Isle, 
Michigan, in Bombing Squadron 97. He was then 
transferred to Torpedo Squadron 74 a t Otis Field, 
Massachusetts, where he stayed during September 
and October. Boarding the carrier Midway a t Nor
folk, Virginia, as survival officer and pilot of a 
bomber, he went on a shakedown cruise to the Carib
bean Sea from November 7, to December 10, 1945. 
On February 8, 1946, at Boston, Massachusetts, he 
was placed in the Officers’ Reserve and released 
from active duty.

Ensign Blanchard was born July 28, 1924, at 
Goffstown and is the son of John E. and Mary 
(Fisher) Blanchard of Milford.

He attended school at New Boston, until coming 
to Milford in 1934. He graduated from Milford High 
School in 1941. He was working for Carleton Truck
ing Company when he enlisted.

★
E d w a r d  J o s e p h  B l a n c h e t t e , S l / c  —Born May 11, 
1927, in Milford, Blanchette is the son of George 
and Emilia (Belanger) Blanchette.

He left during his senior year of Milford High 
School to enlist in the Navy and was sworn in at 
Manchester on January 22, 1945. He was sent to 
Sampson, New York, for his boot training. In May 
he was assigned to the USS Seneca, ATF 91, on 
which ship he left Portsmouth, Virginia, for Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, then duty in the Caribbean 
Sea and near the Bahama Islands. He returned to 
Key West, Florida, and, with short stops in Phila
delphia, Norfolk, and Portland, Maine, he left for 
Argentia Naval Base, Newfoundland, in May, 1946. 
July 14th of the same year he was released from 
active duty and was discharged from the Navy.
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JOSEPH E. BLANCHETTE ROBERT S. BOAK, JR. ROLAND E. BOISVERT

M / S e r g e a n t  J o s e p h  E m i l e  B l a n c h e t t e  — Blan
chette was born on February 16,1923, in Milford and 
is the son of George and Emilia (Belanger) Blanch
ette. He attended Milford schools. Prior to entering 
the Army on January 18, 1943, he was employed by 
the Hillsborough Mills.

After completing his basic training in the Army 
Air Force in Miami Beach, Florida, he was sent to 
Laredo Air Base, Texas, and Salt Lake City, Utah. 
In  May he attended cryptography school in Spokane, 
W ashington, and was then assigned to the 411th 
Signal Company in the 1st Bomber Command, 2nd 
Air Force. H e served at El Paso, Texas, and a t Camp 
Pinedale, California. Sergeant Blanchette was trans
ferred to the 390th Signal Company Aviation 
(Special) at Bass Lake, California, for further train
ing.

In  April, 1944, he was sent to Kipapa Airfield, 
Oahu, Hawaii, and in July to Hickam Field to attend 
joint Army and Navy Communications School.

During September and October he served in the 
Signal Center and the 7th Air Force Pacific Area 
Communications Center. Later he was assigned to 
the Joint Communications Center on Saipan, on 
advance echelon duty. The 7th Signal Center was 
formed in January, 1945, and he joined it on Tinian 
Island in the same group. He was later in charge 
of the entire personnel of the center on Okinawa. He 
returned to the United States via plane and ship 
and was discharged at Fort Devens on January 27,
1946.

★

T / S g t . R o b e r t  S a m u e l  B o a k ,  J r .  — Milford’s only 
ski trooper, Robert Boak, enlisted a t Manchester in 
May, 1942, and began basic training a month later 
at Camp Roberts, California. He trained in Fort 
Lewis, W ashington, Mt. Rainier w ith the 87th 
Mountain regiment, and w ent on a training expedi
tion to Banff, Canada, and Lake Louise testing 
equipm ent for mountain warfare.

Early in 1943, in the Aleutians, he took part in the 
battle for Chicagoff ridge and for Attu in the spring 
of 1943. He spent some time at Dutch Harbor and 
at Kiska, returning to Camp Carson, Colorado, in 
December, 1943.

After further training, Boak went to Italy in De
cember of 1944, landing at Naples and going im
mediately to the front lines at La Lima. He 
participated in the attacks on Mt. Belvedere and Mt. 
Dellaterocca, where he was in combat with German 
SS troops.

While delivering a prisoner to the rear, March 8, 
1945, Boak was seriously wounded when a sniper’s 
bullet went through his shoulder and lung, for which 
he wears the Purple Heart. His prisoner and an 
officer were killed by mortar fire. Boak was evacuated 
to the W alter Reed General Hospital in Washington.

Recovering from his injury, Boak received a 
medical discharge June 18, 1945. He was awarded 
the Bronze star medal with oak leaf clusters for out
standing service.

Boak is the son of Robert S. and Marion (Kelly) 
Boak of Portsmouth, formerly of Milford. He was 
bom in East Jaffrey January 15, 1921, and moved 
to Milford in 1925. He graduated from the high 
school here in 1940, and attended the Leland 
Powers School of the Theatre in Boston for a year 
before enlisting.

★

R o l a n d  E m i o  B o i s v e r t , AS — Roland Boisvert was 
born in Nashua February 28, 1916, the son of Jose
phine and the late Alphonse Boisvert. He attended 
school there and was working for the Johns-Manville 
Company when he entered service. He had been 
living in Milford since his marriage in 1938 to Rita 
Baldini of Milford.

After being sworn in at Manchester March 2, 
1944, Boisvert took his boot training at Sampson, 
Nevy York. He was discharged at Newport, Rhode 
Island, May 15, 1944.
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WILLIAM H. BONNEY JOHN J. BOSA ERNEST A. BOURKE

S e r g e a n t  W i l l i a m  H e r b e r t  B o n n e y  — Bonney 
entered the Army from Boston, on September 10, 
1942, and was sent to Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
for basic training and to Lowry Field, Colorado, to 
aircraft armament school. He was made an instructor 
there in December. In June, 1944, he went to Camp 
Patrick Henry, Virginia, w ith the 186th Mobile 
Training Unit-P47.

In September he sailed for Italy. From his head
quarters at Pontedera, Sergeant Bonney w ent to vari
ous airfields to instruct aerial gunners. He returned 
to the United States in April, 1945, and was 
discharged at Lowry Field, Colorado, November 1, 
1945.

Bonney is the son of Fred and Anna (Goebel) 
Buhrig and was born in Boston on August 14, 1920. 
He attended Boston schools and graduated from the 
School of Commerce in 1938. He came to Milford to 
reside in 1943. Before he entered the service, he was 
employed by the Boston Council of Boy Scouts.

*

C a p t a i n  J o h n  J o s e p h  B o s a  — The only man from 
Milford to serve as a chaplain, John Bosa was com
missioned first lieutenant January 10, 1944. He 
attended chaplain’s school at Harvard, graduating 
in March, and was assigned to the 9th Service Com
mand. Prior to going overseas, he was stationed at 
Camp Beale, California; the prisoner-of-war camp 
at Camp Tooele, also Camp Haan, California. On 
February 17, 1945, he left for Leyte, in the Philip
pine Islands, where he was assigned to the 1759th 
Engineers Special Shop Battalion.

In May, his battalion was moved to Batangas, 
Luzon, and there he was promoted to the rank of 
captain on August 22, 1945. His duties took him 
next to the 251st Station Hospital in Yokohama, and 
finally to Tokyo. On November 28, 1945, he re
turned by plane to Fort Devens, and remained there 
as chaplain in the Lowell General Hospital until 
his release from active duty on May 4, 1946.

He came to St. Patrick’s Church, Milford, Novem

ber 6, 1941, after four and one half years at his first 
parish in Keene, New Hampshire. He attended Petit 
Seminaire in Montreal, Canada, for two years, and 
from September, 1933, to August, 1937, studied for 
the priesthood at Gregarian University, Rome, Italy.

He was born October 17, 1909, at East Broughton, 
Province of Quebec, Canada, the son of Antonio and 
Angeline (Moletta) Bosa of Berlin, New Hampshire. 
He attended elementary school at Berlin, New 
Hampshire, and high school at Sherbrooke, Canada, 
graduating in 1931.

*

C o r p o r a l  E r n e s t  A l m o n z e r  BouRKE-Serving with 
the 45th Division, 180th Infantry, as a truck driver 
in communications, Corporal Ernest Bourke was in 
combat 511 out of 691 days. He landed in Sicily in 
July, 1943, and for 22 days fought in the Battle of 
Bloody Ridge. Following that came Italy, the cross
ing of the Volturno River, the heavy rains, Anzio 
Beach and then Rome.

There were battles at Meximieux and Bourg and 
the taking of Lons le Saunier, Omans and Vercel 
without opposition. He fought at Baune-le-Dame 
and Pont-sur-L’Oignan. After a five day rest, his 
outfit crossed the Moselle River under severe fire, 
took Epinal, Rambervillers, Grandersville, Fremi- 
fontaine, Brouvellers and crossed the Montagne 
River into the Vosges Mountains.

Later he was in the attack on Merzig, and in the 
Battle of the Bulge. His outfit crossed to the Sieg
fried Line, crossed the Rhine River, and took sev
eral towns.

Bourke landed back in this country in September, 
1945. The following month he was discharged at 
Fort Devens.

Corporal Bourke is the son of Almonzer and Sarah 
(Arnold) Bourke of Milford and was born here on 
October 11, 1919. He attended the local schools, 
and was employed by the Carleton Trucking Com
pany before he entered the Army October 14, 1941.

He received the Croix de Guerre from the French 
government for his services in that country.
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THEODO RE S. BOURN, Jr. W INTHROP M. BOURN CHARLES F. BOUTELLE

C a p t a i n  T h e o d o r e  S p r a g u e  B o u r n , J r . — Born in 
Templeton, Massachusetts, on August 29, 1917, 
Bourn was the son of Theodore S. and Mary 
(Doolittle) Bourn. The family moved to Milford in 
1919 and he attended schools here, graduating from 
the Milford High School in 1935. He attended 
Dartm outh College for two years and later attended 
the University of New Hampshire. Before entering 
the service, he was working for Pratt and W hitney 
Corporation in Hartford, Connecticut.

After being sworn into the Army on March 25, 
1941, Bourn was sent to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
for basic training and was assigned to the Field 
Artillery as a surveyor. He was then transferred to 
the Army Air Force, going through pilot training 
schools and was commissioned as a second lieutenant 
in January, 1943, at Lajunta, Colorado.

He was promoted to the rank of first lieutenant 
after serving as a heavy bom bardm ent pilot at 
Blythe, California, Pyote, Texas, and a t Dyersburg, 
Tennessee. Bourn was then assigned to duty as 
instructor on four engine bombers a t Dyersburg, in 
June, 1944, on B-29s a t Alamogordo, New Mexico. 
In  January, 1945, he was stationed at Grand Island, 
Nebraska, making flights back and forth to Puerto 
Rico. He was promoted to captain in May, 1945. 
On October 19, 1945, Captain Bourn began his 
terminal leave and December 1st was placed in the 
Officers’ Reserve.

He was killed in an automobile accident in Hudson 
in October, 1946. He was buried w ith military 
honors at Riverside Cemetery in Milford.

*

T /5  W i n t h r o p  M e r r i a m  B o u r n  — Receiving his 
basic training a t Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, after 
enlisting in the Army on February 1, 1943, W inthrop 
was then sent to Boston, Massachusetts, to attend 
Franklin Institute from which he graduated as a 
draftsman. From there he went to Drew Field, 
Tampa, Florida.

On January 9, 1944, via Camp Miles Standish,

Massachusetts, he sailed for England in the 573rd 
Signal Aircraft W arning Battalion. In England he 
was stationed at Henly-on-Thames and attended 
radar school at Leighton Buzzard.

Crossing to Utah Beach, France, on August 27,
1944, he participated in P-47 ground control work. 
After October 23, 1944, he was in Belgium. At the 
start of the Battle of the Bulge, he was sent to Liege. 
In March he was eight miles west of the Rhine and 
a few days later moved into Aschburg, Germany. 
V-E Day found him at Samswegan not far from 
Madgeburg, Germany.

On August 9, 1945, he was transferred to the 
555th Signal Aircraft W arning Battalion near Kassel 
and later was transferred to the 2nd Tactical Com
munication Squadron near Mannheim.

Arriving back in the United States at Camp Patrick 
Henry, Virginia, on December 7, 1945, he went to 
Fort Devens and was discharged on December 13,
1945.

W inthrop was born in Milford on May 23, 1924, 
the son of Theodore S. and Mary (Doolittle) Bourn 
of Milford. He graduated from Milford High School 
in 1942 and attended the University of New Hamp
shire for one semester before enlisting in the Army.

*

P r i v a t e  C h a r l e s  F r a n c is  B o u t e l l e  — Charles 
Boutelle was born in Nashua, April 23, 1918, the son 
of Francis L. and Edna (Moulton) Boutelle. He 
attended school in Milford and later the New Hamp
shire School of Accounting and Finance in Manches
ter. In 1938 he married Betty Franklin of Milford 
and has four children, two sons and twin daughters.

Prior to entering the service June 8, 1945, a t Fort 
Banks, Massachusetts, he was employed in the pro
duction office of the General Electric Company, in 
Fitchburg. His basic training in the Infantry was at 
Camp Croft, South Carolina. He received his dis
charge at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, on November 
26, 1945.
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GORDON P. BOWLER W INSTON H. BOWLER

G o r d o n  P e t e r s o n  B o w l e r  — Bowler entered the 
Maritime Service on July 11, 1944. He was sent to 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, New York, for boot train
ing.

Following his first trip which took him to England, 
his destinations were Le Havre, France, and Oran, 
Africa. His next trip back to France brought him 
there on V-E Day and then back to the United States 
where he remained until after V-J Day. He then 
went to Subic Bay in the Philippines. After he re
turned to Stockton, California, his ship was scrapped. 
He is still in the Maritime Service.

Prior to enlisting in the Maritime Service, Bowler 
worked for Rodney Woodman, florist, in Milford. He 
was born May 8, 1928, at Amherst, and is the son 
of George and Inez (Peterson) Bowler of Manches
ter. He attended Milford schools.

★

W i n s t o n  H a r o l d  B o w l e r , Shipfitter 2 /c  — A native 
of Milford, Bowler enlisted in the Naval Construc
tion Battalion as shipfitter third class. He was sworn 
in July 12, 1943, at Manchester, and reported at 
Camp Peary, Virginia, for boot training. Leaving 
Port Hueneme, California, on December 26, 1943, 
in the 531st Construction Battalion Maintenance 
Unit, he went to Hawaii. He stopped there for eight 
days and then continued on to the island of Midway 
in the Pacific. He was in the plumbing, electrical 
and pump work of the unit. On November 24, 1944, 
he flew back to Hamilton Field, California. After a 
furlough, he reported to Camp Endicott a t Davisville, 
Rhode Island, and was in the plumbing crew there 
until November 8, 1945, when he was discharged at 
Boston, Massachusetts.

Bowler was married to Jeannette St. Pierre of 
Manchester in 1938, and was working for Bethlehem 
Steel Company in Quincy, Massachusetts, when he

enlisted. Son of Frederick and Emma (Braybrook) 
Bowler of Milford, he was born on March 19, 1914, 
in Milford. He attended Milford schools, graduating 
from the high school in 1933.

★

T /4  J o h n  T r i p p  B o w l e y  — Landing a t LeHavre, 
France, and proceeding to Prum, Germany, John 
Bowley helped to set up and maintain a telephone 
station in a devastated town with only twelve remain
ing inhabitants.

On July 7, 1945, he moved across the Rhine to a 
town in the French Zone, and with the 3160th Signal 
Service maintained with intact German equipment 
the main communication lines from the battle area 
to London and Paris. They succeeded eventually in 
establishing communications from Berlin to London.

After a furlough, during which he traveled to Eng
land, Scotland, and Ireland, Bowley rejoined his unit, 
and arrived back in the United States on April 18,
1946. He was discharged at Fort Devens on April 
23, 1946.

Bowley joined the Enlisted Reserve Corps a t the 
University of New Hampshire on November 20,
1942, and was called to active duty on May 31,
1943. From Fort Devens, he went to Camp Wolters, 
Texas, for infantry basic training. He later received 
specialized training at Lehigh University, Pennsyl
vania, and Signal Corps training at Camp Crowder, 
Missouri. He left Boston for France on February 
6, 1945.

He was born January 26, 1923, at Middletown 
Springs, Vermont, the son of Harold C. and Ruth 
(Tripp) Bowley of Milford. He came to Milford in 
1939 when his father became superintendent of 
schools in the Milford district. After graduating 
from Milford High School in 1941, he attended the 
University of New Hampshire where he majored in 
chemistry.

JOHN T. BOWLEY



— MILFORD IN WORLD W AR I I ----------

PAUL F. BRODERICK DONALD M. BROWN GREGORY J. BROWN

S / S e r g e a n t  P a u l  F r a n c i s  B r o d e r i c k  — Broderick, 
the son of James F. and Ellen (Smith) Broderick, 
was born in Peterborough on February 5, 1918. The 
family moved to Milford in 1923. He graduated 
from Milford High School in 1936. Before he entered 
the service, he was working at the French and Heald 
Furniture Company. In June of 1942 he married 
Barbara Barker of Amherst and September 8th of 
the same year he was sworn into the Army.

After basic training at Camp Haan, California, he 
was assigned to the 507th Coast Artillery Anti-Air
craft unit in Long Beach, California, to set up  anti
aircraft defense for a Douglas aircraft plant. In 
January, 1944, he was attached to Battery C, 643rd 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery, which moved to Burbank, 
California, to set up similar defenses for the Lock
heed aircraft plant there. Sergeant Broderick then 
was sent to an anti-aircraft school at Fort Bliss, 
Texas, for experimental and research work on new 
types of guns and equipment.

From Fort Ord, California, he was shipped over
seas in January, 1945, and joined the veteran 864th 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery, Battery B, which defended the 
B-29 base at Isley Field, Saipan. He also took part 
in patrols which routed the Japanese from caves on 
the island. After V-J Day his outfit was assigned to 
military police duty. He was discharged a t Fort 
Devens on January 11, 1946.

★
P r i v a t e  D o n a l d  M a s o n  B r o w n  — The son of the 
late Edith (M cM annus) and the late Arthur Brown 
of Milford, Donald Brown was born January 23,
1909. H e graduated from Milford High School in 
1927 and attended the University of New H am p
shire for three and a half years. He married Jeanette 
Linton of Augusta, Maine, in Antrim, on June 22,
1940. He was a partner in the People’s Laundry 
when he entered the service on September 25, 1944.

After completing his basic training in the field 
artillery at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, he was 
assigned to Specialist School in survey and fire con
trol. On March 25, 1945, he was sent overseas in 
the 483rd Reenforcement Company and served in 
Bonn and Marbourg, Germany. He conducted in

formation and education classes for his company in 
addition to his other regular duties.

Private Brown was hospitalized in Germany, Bel
gium and France and finally was sent back to the 
United States to Halloran General Hospital, New 
York. He was discharged from Lovell General Hos
pital December 21, 1945.

★
P f c . G r e g o r y  J o h n  B r o w n  — Enlisting in the Marine 
Corps Reserve January 28, 1943, Brown went to 
Parris Island, South Carolina, for boot training. He 
went next to Corpus Christi, Texas, where he was 
on garrison duty attached to the 1st Guard Company 
until January 20, 1944, when he went to New River, 
North Carolina, for schooling.

On February 26, 1944, he boarded the troopship 
USS James O’Hara at Norfolk, Virginia, for Pearl 
Harbor. At Hilo, Hawaii, he was assigned to the 2nd 
Battalion, 18th Marines, 2nd Marine Division, and 
on the USS Comet, landed on Saipan June 15 
(D-Day) with the fourth wave in the forward beach 
reconnaissance group whose task was to pick out 
places for supply dumps. On July 22 (D-Day) he 
landed on Tinian on the same work.

His next move was to Okinawa for D-Day opera
tions on April 1st, but he was held on board ship in 
reserve and returned to Saipan April 24th. On June 
3rd, he landed with the second wave reconnaissance 
party at Ie Shima and June 9th went to Okinawa 
where he ran an armored bulldozer on the front lines 
working with the 8th Marines. After a month there, 
he went back to Saipan and then to Nagasaki, Japan, 
the city devastated by an atom bomb, on September 
19th for occupational duty. On November 24th he 
went to Sasebo, Japan, and was assigned to the 5th 
Pioneer Battalion, 5th Marine Division. He landed 
back in the United States at San Diego, California, 
on January 1, 1946, and received his discharge on 
January 17, 1946, at Bainbridge, Maryland.

Brown was born in Clinton, Massachusetts, April 
21, 1925, the son of Mary (LaFlame) and the late 
James A. Brown of Milford. He went to school at 
Wilton and Lyndeboro until he reached the 7th 
grade, and graduated at Milford High School.
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JOSEPH A. BROWN KENNETH L. BROWN NELSON J. BROWN

T /5  J o s e p h  A n t h o n y  B r o w n  —Joseph Brown was 
born February 14, 1921, at Clinton, Massachusetts. 
He is the son of Mary (Laflame) and the late Janies 
A. Brown of Milford. He received his early educa
tion at Newton and in Wilton, but he graduated from 
Milford High School with the class of 1939. W hen 
he entered the service he left a position at the Abbott 
Machine Company in Wilton.

He was sworn in on October 8, 1942, and went 
to Camp Campbell, Kentucky, for basic training. 
After seven months there he was transferred to Fort 
Harrison, Indiana, for a dental technician course. 
After maneuvers in Tennessee, he went to Camp 
Barkley, Texas, and was in the main post clinic as 
dental technician.

On September 20, 1944, Brown sailed from New 
York with the 12th Armored Division, Headquarters 
(Com bat), Command A, and was stationed a t Tide- 
worth, England, until he crossed the Channel to 
LeHavre on November 23rd. On December 7th he 
saw action at the Colmar Pocket, France, then 
crossed the Rhine at Worms, Germany, on March 
19, 1945. On V-E Day he was at the Brenner Pass, 
and he joined the Army of Occupation at Aalen, 
Germany. He was there until September, when his 
unit went to Heidelheim and was deactivated.

Brown returned to Aalen to the Third Armored 
Division Headquarters and in November was trans
ferred to the Second Armored Division Headquarters 
at Bad-Orb, near Frankfurt, Germany. He reached 
the United States in January, 1946, and was dis
charged February 3, at Fort Devens.

*

L i e u t e n a n t  K e n n e t h  L. B r o w n  — A native o f  Mil
ford, Kenneth Brown entered the Army March 25,
1941. He received his basic training at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina. Lieutenant Brown was assigned to 
the 172nd Field Artillery at Camp Blanding, Florida. 
After maneuvers in Louisiana, he went first to Fort 
Jackson, South Carolina, and then to Camp Hood, 
Texas, where he entered Officer Candidate School. 
He graduated December 4, 1942, as a second lieuten
ant, and was promoted to first lieutenant the follow
ing July while at Camp Ibis, California.

Lieutenant Brown was assigned to the 629th Tank 
Destroyer Battalion and left for overseas from New 
York, December 27, 1943, staying a t W arden Hill, 
Dorset County, and Stonehedge, England.

Landing on Omaha Beach, France, on June 28, 
1944 (D plus 22), he saw action at Jubieval, and St. 
Barthelmy, France. On August 9th, he was wounded 
at St. Barthelmy and sent back to England for hos
pitalization. Returning to his unit, he fought in 
the Battle of the Bulge, the Ruhr Pocket, the Rhine
land and southern Germany.

Lieutenant Brown arrived in the United States in 
August, 1945, and was sent to the Cushing General 
Hospital, Framingham, Massachusetts, where he was 
operated on for injuries suffered while in action. He 
was discharged from there January 4, 1946. He re
ceived the Purple Heart. He is the son of the late 
Arthur and the late Edith (McMannus) Brown of 
Milford, was born February 11, 1917, a t Nashua, 
and attended Milford schools, graduating from the 
high school in 1935. Prior to entering the Army, 
he was a partner in the Peoples’ Laundry of Milford.

*
N e l s o n  J a m e s  B r o w n , A M M 3 /c  — After being 
sworn in June 4, 1943, Brown completed boot train
ing at Newport, Rhode Island, and went to  Mem
phis, Tennessee, for advanced training in radar. He 
finished as an aviation machinist mate 3rd class.

Following gunnery school in Pensacola, Florida, 
he was stationed at W hidbey Island, Washington, 
in April, 1944. He was sent to the United Airlines 
Training Center in Oakland, California, where he 
was based until he was assigned in January of 1945 
to Squadron VR-12 of the Naval Air Transport 
Service in Honolulu, where he remained for almost 
a year.

In November, 1946, he was discharged a t Boston.
Brown was working at Westover Field, Massa

chusetts, before he entered the service. He was born 
in Clinton, Massachusetts, on June 10, 1914, the son 
of Mary (LaFlame) and the late James A. Brown, 
of Milford. Some of his schooling was received in 
Newton, New Hampshire, and some a t the Haverhill 
High School in Massachusetts. He married Eva 
Vincent of Greenville on November 25, 1937.
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NORMAN A. BROWN THEODORE Q. BROWN DONALD C. BRUCE

S / S e r g e a n t  N o r m a n  A d d is o n  B r o w n  — For two 
years, from February 8, 1943, until November, 1945, 
Staff Sergeant Norman Brown w ent through Aus
tralia, New Guinea, Dutch East Indies, and the 
Philippines.

After attending Demolition School at McChord 
Field, Tacoma, Washington, he left with the 1874th 
Engineers as operator in charge of heavy equipment. 
In March, 1944, at Finschhafen, New Guinea, he 
was m ade T /3 .  He experienced bombing raids there 
and later saw action at Noemfoor, Dutch East Indies.

In October of that year he was in action a t Leyte, 
and was among the first to go into Mindoro, in the 
Philippines, where he experienced 159 bombing 
raids in twenty days. In April an air strip was com
pleted in four days at Malabang, Mindanao, in the 
Southern Philippines.

Staff Sergeant Brown was discharged a t Fort 
Lewis, Washington, November 2, 1945.

He is the son of Edw ard H. and Alice (Howard) 
Brown of Milford and was born in Boston, March 
22, 1915. He graduated from Milford High School 
in 1933. Prior to entering service January 25, 1943, 
at Lowell, Massachusetts, he was employed by the 
Boston and Maine Railroad as a bus operator in 
Lowell.

*
C o r p o r a l  T h e o d o r e  Q u e n t i n  B r o w n  — Entering 
the Army August 7, 1944, Corporal Brown received 
his basic training at Camp Blanding, Florida, went 
to Fort Meade, Maryland, January 2, 1945, and 
left New York six days later for overseas duty. Via 
Southampton, England, and LeHavre, France, he 
joined the 3rd Replacement D epot in Verciars, 
Belgium, on January 25th and was transferred the 
next day to the 84th Infantry Division in Launcharo, 
Belgium. He was ammunition bearer and gunner 
in the 81st Mortar Platoon during combat in which 
he fought from the Roer River at Braaklin, Germany, 
to the Elbe River after moving in from Gerleen, 
Holland.

Relieved of front line duty on May 2, 1945, and 
sent to Fleetmark, Germany, for a rest, he was there 
on V-E Day. He re-enlisted for one year at Wein-

heim, Germany, November 1, 1945, and returned 
to the United States, arriving at Boston on Decem
ber 8th. After a furlough, he reported for re
assignment at Fort Devens on February 9, 1946, 
and via Fort Bragg, North Carolina, went to Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky, where he joined the 5th 
Infantry Division which later became the 3rd 
Infantry Division. He was gunner in a mortar 
platoon until his discharge on November 8, 1946, 
at Camp Campbell.

Corporal Brown came to Milford-to reside in 1936, 
attended Milford schools until 1944, but obtained 
his high school diploma through the United States 
Armed Forces Institute. Son of Mary (LaFlame) 
and the late James A. Brown-of Milford, he was bom 
June 16, 1926, at Nashua.

★
C o r p o r a l  D o n a l d  C h a r l e s  B r u c e  — Leaving his 
position as town clerk of Milford, Donald Bmce 
entered the Army July 1, 1943, and was sent to Fort 
Eustis, Virginia, July 22nd, for basic training.

After being stationed in Louisiana, he went to 
England February 12, 1944, as assistant clerk in the 
386th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion.

He landed at Omaha Beach July 11, 1944, and 
followed Patton’s Army setting up defenses at 
Avranches, LeMans, Paris, Fontainebleau, and Reims. 
He was with the 1st Army for a month at the Meuse 
River, then worked with the 3rd Army and 9th Air 
Force at Verdun, Metz, and Alsace-Lorraine.

On April 2, 1945, he went to Prier, Germany, to 
guard the Rudesheim bridge during Patton’s break 
through, then went to Numberg where he was on 
V-E Day. He was on occupational duty at Furth, 
near Nurnberg, also Kitzingen, then returned to 
the United States and was discharged at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey, October 28, 1945.

Bruce is the son of May (H art) Bruce and the 
late Hiram Bruce. He was born January 13, 1906, 
at Sharon, Vermont, but came to Milford three 
months later. He attended local schools, then 
Cushing Academy for a year. He married Muriel 
Bryant of Milford November 10, 1938, at Ashburn- 
ham, Massachusetts. He has been Milford’s town 
clerk since 1936.
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JOHN P. BRUCE WILLIAM J. BRUNELLE, Jr. OLAF G. BRUSQUINI

J o h n  P a t t e r s o n  B r u c e , G u n n e r ’s  M a t e  3 / c — If 
John Bruce enlisted in the Navy with any thought 
that his service in time of war would involve travel, 
he was not disappointed. He was sworn in on July 
14, 1943, and reported at Newport, Rhode Island. 
In August, 1943, he went to Norfolk, Virginia, and 
thence to Brooklyn, New York, to Armed Guard 
School for Gunners.

His first trip was to England on the tanker Charles
town in October, 1943, and thereafter, on that ship, 
he went to South America, Australia, New Guinea, 
Panama, New Hebrides, Aruba, Dutch East Indies, 
New Guinea again and the Admiralty Islands with 
intermittent return trips to the U. S. A. He left the 
Charlestown on November 23, 1944, but on January 
8, 1945, he was assigned to the Liberty ship, SS Ben
jamin Rush, and was off to Cherbourg, France, and 
England. Subsequent crossings took him to Antwerp, 
Belgium, and again to England and then to Trinidad, 
Brazil and British Guiana before he was detached 
on August 15, 1945. He was discharged at Boston 
on January 16, 1946.

A native of Milford, born October 6, 1925, Bruce 
received all of his schooling here until he moved to 
Quincy, Massachusetts, where he attended Quincy 
Trade School. After the death of his father, the late 
John P. Bruce, he returned to Milford and was em
ployed by the Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Com
pany. His mother, Mrs. Jane Courage Bruce, resides 
in Milford.

★

W i l l i a m  J o s e p h  B r u n e l l e , J r ., S l / c  — William 
Brunelle was born in Wilton November 20, 1926, 
the son of William J. and Elsie (Perusse) Brunelle 
of Milford. He came to Milford in 1935 and attended 
local schools.

On October 25, 1944, he left the Hillsboro Mills 
to enlist in the Navy, and a month later w ent to 
Sampson, New York, for boot training. He w ent to 
Shoemaker, California, and to Mare Island with a 
demolition crew. On March 26, 1945, he went to 
W hidbey Island, Washington, and was attached to 
the Naval Air Force Ground Crew there. After re

turning to Shoemaker in October, he went aboard 
the USS Comet at Treasure Island and sailed for 
Guam.

On November 29 he left Guam by plane and was 
attached to the Aviation Supply Branch at Saipan.

He returned to Treasure Island in June, 1946, 
and came east to receive his discharge, June 24, 
1946, at Boston.

★

C h i e f  S h i p f i t t e r  O l a f  G u s t a v e  B r u s q u in i  — Olaf 
Brusquini saw action with our Navy and the British 
forces during almost three years of fighting and 
directing land operations. He was a chief shipfitter 
in the Navy.

After boot training at Newport, Rhode Island, and 
Amphibious Training at Little Creek, Virginia, he 
went aboard LST 370 as shipfitter 2 /c  and on April 
4, 1943, he landed at Oran, North Africa. He took 
part in the Tunisian campaign, the invasion of Gela, 
Sicily, where he was wounded, and Salerno, Italy.

On November 28 of that year he left North Africa 
for Davenport, England, and landed there a few days 
before Christmas. After repairs in Northern Ireland, 
Brusquini’s ship and her crew were attached to the 
British Army for special training, and on D-Day 
landed on Gold Beach, Normandy.

In September, 1944, Brusquini returned to the 
United States and was promoted to chief shipfitter 
at Little Creek, Virginia. He was on duty in Tem
porary Ships Company at the repair dock there until 
he was discharged at Camp Sheldon, Virginia, Sep
tember 6, 1945.

Brusquini was born at Dorchester, Massachusetts, 
on July 9, 1906, the son of Gustave and Abigail 
(Ostmark) Brusquini of Milford. He attended the 
public schools of Boston and Boston Trade High 
School, and came to Milford from Mont Vernon, two 
years after his marriage January 16, 1930, to Kaino 
Keskinen of Milford. W hen he enlisted in the Navy 
he left his work at the Fore River Shipyard in Quincy, 
Massachusetts. He was sworn in December 14, 1942, 
at Boston.
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ALFRED BU FFELLI FRANK G. BUHRIG FREDERICK W. BUHRIG

C o r p o r a l  A l f r e d  B u f f e l l i  — Buffelli was born in 
Milford on November 24, 1926, the son of Anna 
Maria (Lacascio) and the late John Buffelli. He 
attended Milford schools, graduating from the high 
school in 1944. Under the Army Reserve program, 
he attended Massachusetts State College for six 
months, after which he was sworn into the Army Air 
Force.

On April 6, 1945, he w ent to Sheppard Field, 
Texas, for basic training and to Chanute Field, Illi
nois, for fifteen weeks of school in sheet m etal work. 
H e was then assigned to the motor pool there.

November 15th he re-enlisted for one year and 
reported to Greensboro, North Carolina. He left for 
France in February, 1946, and was stationed at 
Istres w ith the 840th Air Engineer Squadron. 
Corporal Buffelli was later transferred to the 808th 
Air Engineer Squadron at Orley Field, Paris. He 
w ent to Bremerhaven, Germany, w ith the squadron 
for a month before he returned to the United States. 
He was discharged at Fort Dix, New Jersey, on 
December 8, 1946.

★
S / S e r g e a n t  F r a n k  G i l b e r t  B u h r i g  — Arriving a t 
Le Havre, France, on December 27,. 1944, Frank 
Buhrig w ent to Aachen, Germany, w ith the 9th 
Army, and there helped build an 1800 foot floating 
Bailey bridge.

He proceeded north as far as the Baltic Sea, and 
after V-E Day w ent back to France, to assist in con
struction of redeployment camps. Transferring in 
September, 1945, to the 333rd Engineer Regiment, 
he returned to Germany where he helped construct 
a semi-permanent all-steel bridge, nearly a mile long, 
across the Rhine at Mainz, near Frankfurt.

He arrived at New York on March 23, 1946. Via 
Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, he w ent to F ort Devens, 
and received his discharge there March 29, 1946.

Staff Sergeant Buhrig received his basic training 
at Camp Swift, Texas, after he entered the service 
a t Boston, October 20, 1943. He w ent to Camp 
Pickett, Virginia, in July, 1944,, and via Camp 
Shanks, New Jersey, left for overseas October 21, 
1944, in the 277th Engineer Combat Battalion. He

was stationed at Gilingham, England, until he 
crossed the Channel.

Son of Fred and Anna (Goebel) Buhrig of Mil
ford, Frank was born August 11, 1920, in Canada. 
He attended Boston schools, graduating from high 
school in 1938. He graduated from Wentworth 
Institute, Boston, in 1940, and later took courses at 
Northeastern University and Lowell Institute.

★
S e r g e a n t  F r e d e r i c k  W i l l i a m  B u h r ig  — Buhrig 
came close to serving in both European and Pacific 
theaters of war. He entered the Army July 21, 1942, 
at Boston and went to Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, 
where he received basic training and training at 
cooks’ and bakers’ school.

Via Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia, he left New
port News, Virginia, in the 62nd Signal Battalion, 
and arrived at Casablanca, Africa, on July 16, 1943. 
Moving trucks and equipment on to Bizerte, his 
battalion stayed there until leaving for Italy. Arriv
ing at Naples, May 9, 1944, they went into action, 
working into Rome. In June they entered Liverno, 
where the battalion set up communications.

Here Sergeant Buhrig participated in bringing the 
noon meal to within one half mile of front lines. He 
next crossed the Arno River to Florence, Pisa, Lucca, 
and Pistoia, where he stayed until spring. The next 
move took him into the Po Valley to Bologna, Mo
dena and Reggio. V-E Day found him in Milano.

On July 25, 1945, he left for New Guinea in the 
Pacific. Two days before reaching Hollandia, V-J 
Day was happy news. He stopped at Manila on 
September 12, 1945, and then went on to Kure 
Base, Japan, where he stayed for a month.

Arriving at San Pedro, California, he proceeded 
to Fort Devens where _ he received his discharge 
on December 7, 1945.

Sergeant Buhrig came to Milford to reside in 1942. 
He was working in Boston when he entered the 
service. He was born April 27, 1912, at Cardiff, 
Wales, England, the son of Fred and Anna (Goebel) 
Buhrig of Milford. He attended schools at Gatineau, 
Canada, and went one year to trade school at Hull, 
Quebec.
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WILLIAM H. BUHRIG RICHARD L. BURGESON JOHN W. BURNS

S e r g e a n t  W i l l i a m  H a r r is  B u h r ig  — Entering the 
Army on November 18, 1943, at Boston, William 
Buhrig reported at Fort Devens December 9, and 
proceeded to Greensboro, North Carolina, for Air 
Corps Cadet basic training. Upon arrival his orders 
were cancelled, and he was sent to radio school at 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

After twenty-six weeks of radio school and six 
weeks of gunnery school at Yuma, Arizona, he went 
to Lincoln, Nebraska, to meet his B-17 crew for 
operational training. At this time the war in Europe 
ended so the crew was broken up. He then proceeded 
to Tucson, Arizona, for B-29 operational training 
with a new crew, only to have this crew break up 
at the end of war with Japan. He was sent to Ros
well, New Mexico, with the 320th Troop Carrier 
Group, and flew as radio operator on a  C-46 until 
receiving his discharge on March 15, 1946, at Fort 
Devens.

Graduating from Boston schools, Buhrig came 
to reside in Milford in 1943. Son of Fred and Anna 
(Goebel) Buhrig of Milford, he was born in Canada 
on December 25, 1924. He was employed at 
National Research, Boston, when he entered the 
service.

*
T /4  R i c h a r d  L e i g h t o n  B u r g e s o n  — As a member 
of the 379th Infantry Anti-Tank Company, Richard 
Burgeson saw constant action for four months pre
ceding V-E Day.

He was sworn in at Manchester August 7, 1944, 
and reported at Fort Devens the same day. He was 
sent to Camp Blanding, Florida, for basic training, 
and was assigned to an anti-tank company. He 
spent a short time at Fort Meade, Maryland, and 
Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, and on January 8, 1945, 
he left New York for Scotland and Southampton, 
England, and Le Havre. After crossing France, he 
joined the 95th Division at Saarlauten, Germany, 
and was assigned to the 379th Infantry.

From January 29 to V-E Day, May 8, 1945, 
Burgeson and his unit fought their way through 
Luxembourg into Belgium, to Alhoumont and Canne. 
He went to Venray, Holland, back to Schiefbahn, 
Krefeld, near the Adolf Hitler bridge, Uerdingen,

Hemmerdon, Dusseldorf, Lippborg, Dinker, Hussen, 
Asseln, Berghofermark and Neuhaus, where V-E Day 
found him. Burgeson was later assigned to care for 
displaced persons.

He arrived in the United States July 1, 1945, and 
after a furlough, was sent to Camp Shelby, Missis
sippi, for training for Pacific duty. At the end of 
the war, he was assigned as a tractor and trailer 
driver at Fort Meade, Maryland, where he was dis
charged April 25, 1946.

Burgeson was born June 12, 1922, at Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts, the son of Ernest H. Burgeson of 
Milford and Verner Hall of Kennebunk, Maine. He 
attended Milford and Amherst schools, and was 
employed by the Southwestern Transportation Com
pany when he entered the service. His wife is the 
former Edna Poisson of Milford whom he married 
in 1941.

*
J o h n  W e l l s  B u r n s , G u n n e r s  M a t e  3 /c  — John 
Burns, born May 21, 1923, at Jersey City, New 
Jersey, son of Helen (Lovejoy) and the late Fred 
L. Burns of Milford, entered the Navy March 3,
1943. His basic training was received at Newport, 
Rhode Island, after which he went to the Armed 
Guard Center at Brooklyn, New York, for gunnery 
training. From June, 1943, to December, 1943, he 
served aboard ship and went to North Africa, Sicily, 
and Italy.

He returned to the United States to attend D art
mouth College as a member of a V-12 unit and also 
attended Muhlenberg College, Allenstown, Pennsyl
vania, through June, 1945. He was stationed at 
Philadelphia Navy Yard until August, 1945, when 
he went to Floyd Bennet Field, Brooklyn, New York, 
where he was attached to a ferry squadron until he 
began Naval Preflight Training a t Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina, in September. He was sent from 
there to the Great Lakes Naval Separation Center 
in October, 1945, and received his discharge there 
on December 4, 1945.

Prior to his military service he was employed by 
Pratt and W hitney Division of United Aircraft Corpo
ration, East Hartford, Connecticut. He graduated 
from Milford High School in 1941.
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HARRY R. BUXTON KENNETH E. BUXTON ROBERT C. BUZZELL

H a r r y  R o y a l  B u x t o n , S / l c  — As a member of the 
crew of a heavy cruiser, the USS Columbus, Harry 
Buxton saw interesting duty in the Pacific after the 
war was over.

H e was born May 16, 1926, a t Chelmsford, Massa
chusetts. He is the son of Harry O. and Anne (Dix) 
Buxton of Milford, and came here to live in October, 
1926. In October, 1942, he enlisted in the New 
Hampshire State Guard, 12th Company Signal Corps. 
He was sworn into the Navy a t M anchester May 12, 
1944, a month before he graduated from Milford 
High School. A week after graduation he reported 
to Sampson, New York, for boot training, June 19,
1944. He attended Radio School at Sampson, and 
upon graduation, February 5, 1945, he was assigned 
to the Columbus.

Arriving at San Pedro, California, April 17, 1946, 
Buxton received his discharge at Boston, June 9,

*
K e n n e t h  E r n e s t  B u x t o n , R. O. — Kenneth Buxton’s 
keen interest in short wave radio and his experience 
as owner of short wave station W 1M LW  before the 
war made it natural for him to turn to that field when 
he enlisted in the Coast Guard Reserve and U. S. 
M aritime Service May 27, 1942, at Boston.

He was sent to Gallups Island Radio School in 
Boston, and upon graduating, made his first trip as 
radio operator to Cristobal, Canal Zone, through the 
Panama Canal, up into the Pacific and to the Aleu
tian Islands. His ship anchored at Dutch Harbor 
and Adak, then returned to Seattle, W ashington, and 
anchored there, while Buxton crossed the country by 
train. He was assigned to another ship in September 
and made several trips to England, where he visited 
relatives he had never seen before.

After the invasion of Europe he made several trips 
aboard troop carrying Liberty ships to England, 
France, Italy, Yugoslavia and North Africa. He was 
discharged with the rank of ensign in the United 
States Maritime Service November 5, 1945.

Buxton was bom  January 19, 1921, in Sheffield, 
England. He is the son of John and Elsie (Hellan) 
Buxton of Milford, and he came here from Peter
borough in 1931. He attended Milford schools, 
graduating from high school in 1939. W hen he en

listed in the Coast Guard he had been employed by 
the Cowdry Machine Shop in Fitchurg, Massachu
setts.

*
T /5  R o b e r t  C u m m i n g  B u z z e l l  — Corporal Buzzell’s 
unit earned the Croix de Guerre for action in France 
and Germany in the winter of 1944-45.

On October 13, 1944, he left this country with the 
14th Armored Division, Headquarters Company, 25th 
Tank Battalion as a driver of a Platoon Leaders Half- 
Track. He had been assigned to the assault guns, 
which were a battery of 105 mm howitzers mounted 
on medium tanks. His company landed at Marseille 
and moved into action at Dijon, continuing through 
the Vosges Mountains and into the Alsace Plains. 
The heaviest action they saw occurred in March, 
1945, when they broke through the Siegfreid Line 
at Weissenbourg, in the Alsace, and marched on to 
the Rhine.

On V-E Day, Buzzell was in Stephanskirchen, 
about 40 miles southeast of Munich. He was put on 
occupational duty at Inglestadt on the Danube, and 
at Toging, Bavaria, on the Inn River. August 1, 1945, 
he was transferred to the 37th Tank Battalion, 4th 
Armored Division Service Company near Nurenburg, 
where he had charge of fuel and supplies. After be
ing stationed at Deggensdorf on the Danube near the 
Czech border, he went to Weisbaden, Germany, with 
a maintenance inspection team, with the 3187th 
Signal Service Battalion. He arrived back in this 
country February 28, 1946, and was discharged at 
Fort Devens, March 3, 1946.

Corporal Buzzell was born February 24, 1912, at 
Amherst. He is the son of William and the late 
Emily Jane (Cumming) Buzzell of Milford. He came 
to Milford from Nashua in 1933, after attending 
Nashua schools. He was employed by the Farm 
Service Division of General Mills, Inc., in Milford 
when he entered the service November 25, 1942. He 
went to Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, for basic training, 
where he was assigned to the 14th Armored Division, 
Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 47th Armored 
Regiment. After being transferred to his later com
pany he went on maneuvers in Tennessee, and then 
to Camp Campbell in Kentucky for overseas training.

*
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DONALD M. BYRD JOHN D.

S / S g t . D o n a l d  M i l t o n  B y r d  — Staff Sergeant Byrd 
took part in several Pacific battles during his three 
years in the service.

He was sworn in March 1, 1943, at Manchester 
and took his basic training at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
where he served as gunner in a 40-millimeter anti
aircraft battalion. After being stationed at Marys
ville, Santa Rosa, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, and 
Camp Cooke, California, Sergeant Byrd shipped 
from Seattle, in the 483rd Anti-Aircraft Battalion 
(Automatic Weapons Semi Mobile) on June 16,
1944. He spent a month at Oahu, in the Hawaiian 
Islands, and then went on to Guadalcanal. On D plus 
one he saw action at Anguar in the Palau Islands.
His next action was at Azore, Ulithi, where his unit 
warded off severe bombing attacks. In February, on 
D plus five, he took part in the battle of Iwo Jima.

He arrived back in the United States on Decem
ber 20, 1945, and was discharged January 1, 1946.

Sgt. Byrd is a native of Milford. He was born 
June 29, 1924, the son of Watson and Lura (Max
well) Byrd. He attended Milford High School, 
where he was an outstanding athlete, and graduated 
in 1942. When he entered the service he was 
employed by the Nashua Gummed and Coated Paper 
Company, and a year after joining the Army, on 
February 14, 1944, he married Cecilia Devine of 
Wilton.

*

J o h n  D a n i e l  C a h i l l  — Steward’s Mate John Cahill 
left Milford High School in his junior year to enlist 
in the Maritime Service in June, 1945. He had been 
born in Milford, June 7, 1928, son of John H. and Ida 
(Ciardelli) Cahill.

He reported at Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, New 
York, June 25, 1945, where he acquired knowledge

CAHILL DOROTHY F. CAIN

of his duties as a steward’s mate, and was sent to 
Charleston, South Carolina. In August he was as
signed to the hospital ship Larkspur which was 
engaged in transporting prisoners of war to Cher
bourg, France, and bringing back wounded veterans.

His next assignment was on the SS Thomas W. 
Hyde in September which was employed in deliver
ing prisoners at LeHavre, France, and bringing back 
troops. He made one other trip to both Cherbourg 
and LeHavre on a similar errand and on his return 
signed off December 23, 1945.

*

D o r o t h y  F r a n c e s  C a i n , S p e c i a l i s t  (G) 2 /c  — 
Dorothy Cain had the unusual occupation of gunnery 
instructor on synthetic devices, receiving advanced 
training in this work at Lake Union, Seattle, Wash
ington, after having had gunnery instruction a t the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Station and at Puget 
Sound, Washington.

After a year as instructor at Lake Union she went 
to the Naval Receiving Station in Seattle, where her 
duties were in the Welfare and Receiving Depart
ment and Library work. She received her discharge 
in New York City, March 8, 1946. Her preliminary 
boot training, after her enlistment in the WAVES at 
Boston, June 24, 1944, had been at Hunter College 
in New York City. Her rating was specialist gunner,' 
second class.

Miss Cain was born in Nashua, New Hampshire, 
the daughter of William J. and Elizabeth (Grimes) 
Cain of Milford. She graduated from Milford High 
School in 1940, then attended the University of New 
Hampshire, where she majored in English and grad
uated in 1944. She was assistant librarian at the 
university until her enlistment in the WAVES.
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EM ILIO  J. CALDERARA JOHN E. CALDERARA JOSEPH A- CALDERARA

E m i l i o  J o h n  C a l d e r a r a , MM 3 /c  —After having 
worked at the Portsmouth Navy Yard in the early 
days of the war, Emilio Calderara was sworn in to 
the Navy December 4, 1943, and w ent to Newport, 
Rhode Island, for boot training. He was assigned to 
the carrier Hancock, as machinist mate, third class, 
in May, 1944.

Then, in October, came air and naval attacks on 
Formosa, Northern Luzon, Leyte and the Manila 
area. In December the Hancock was in the naval 
engagement at the Island of Mindoro and in January 
of 1945 the ship took part in the attacks on Formosa, 
Pescadores Islands, French Indo China, Hongkong 
and Hainan.

The Hancock supported the United States forces 
at Iwo Jima and after return attacks on Japan went 
into the invasion of Okinawa early in April. On April 
8 the Hancock was p u t out of action by a bomb and 
had to return to Pearl Harbor for repairs. By June, 
Calderara was again seeing action. The carrier, 
after a stopover at Okinawa, came back to San Pedro, 
California, and Calderara was discharged a t Boston 
November 14, 1945.

Emilio Calderara was born in Milford November 3,
1910. He is the son of Angelina Calderara and the 
late George Calderara, and graduated from Milford 
High School in 1928. He married Nina Woods of 
Wilton, New Hampshire.

¥
T /5  J o h n  E l i  C a l d e r a r a  — John Calderara graduat
ed from Milford High School in 1942, and was 
employed at the French and Heald Company when 
he left to be sworn into military service on March 
9, 1943. For his part in military campaigns in Italy, 
he possesses the Bronze Star Medal and a Presiden
tial Unit Citation.

As a radioman and runner, Calderara left New
port News in October, 1943, for Casablanca, North 
Africa. Assigned to Company C, 133rd Infantry 
Division, he traveled across Africa, then left Bizerte 
in Africa for Naples, Italy.

Assigned to the 34th Infantry Division, attached 
to the Fifth Army, he immediately began to see 
action. He took part in the major battles at Bene- 
vento and Venafro and was one of the first in the

battle of Cassino where he was trapped three times 
but eventually escaped. He withdrew from Cassino 
after the bombing of the famous Monastery and went 
to Naples in February, 1944, and w ent into action 
at the Anzio beachhead. He served as an infantry
man on the beachhead, moved on to the capture of 
Rome, also Leghorn, Pisa, and Florence. Next there 
was the break through of the famous Gothic Line 
and liberation of the towns in the Appennine Moun
tains, entry into the Po Valley, the capture of Bologna 
and chasing of the Germans across the Po River.

He was discharged at Fort Devens on November 
9, 1945.

John Calderara was born in Milford April 25, 1924. 
He is the son of Emelia (Croci) and the late John 
Calderara of Milford.

*

S e r g e a n t  J o s e p h  A m b r o s e  C a l d e r a r a  — Sergeant 
Calderara was on his way to the Pacific war zone 
after eight months in Europe when V-J Day brought 
about a change of orders and he was given a furlough 
from Fort Devens. Three months later, November
13, 1945, he was discharged.

Calderara was born October 31, 1922, at Nashua. 
He is the son of Emilia (Croci) and the late John 
Calderara of Milford. He attended Milford schools 
and graduated in 1940. W hen he enlisted he was 
employed by the W hitin Machine Shop in Whitins- 
ville, Massachusetts. He was sworn in November
14, 1942, and reported to Fort Devens the same day.

After basic training at Atlantic City, New Jersey,
he went to Armament School at Buckley Field, Colo
rado. From February to July, 1943, he was stationed 
at Richmond Army Air Base, Virginia, and was on 
detached service which took him to Millville, New 
Jersey, and Langley Field, Virginia. December 10, 
1944, he left for Naples, Italy, w ith the 14th Fighter 
Group, 49th Fighter Squadron, 15th Air Force, in 
the ground crew (armam ent). On January 1, 1945, 
he went into Foggia. In August, 1945, he returned 
to the United States to prepare for Pacific duty. V-J 
Day changed his orders and he was discharged.

His unit received a Presidential citation for action 
over Austria.
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ROBERT W. CARLETON CLARENCE C. CARLTON ARTHUR S. CARNES

S e r g e a n t  R o b e r t  W h e e l e r  C a r l e t o n  — Robert 
Carleton received his W ar Diploma from Milford 
High School with the Class of 1943, having already 
enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserve. He was sworn 
in at Manchester, New Hampshire, January 27,
1943. The son of Oliver and Mary (W heeler) Carle
ton, born in Milford March 2, 1925, Carleton was 
destined to see a large part of the United States and 
much of the Pacific in the following two years.

After boot training at Parris Island, South Carolina, 
he was assigned to Cherry Point, North Carolina, 
then sent for schooling in airplane mechanics to 
Jacksonville, Florida. He was based at Pollocksville, 
North Carolina, until January, 1944, when he went 
to El Centro, California, then to Camp Pendleton, 
and to San Diego. In July, 1944, Carleton left San 
Diego as a mechanic on a Corsair fighter plane in 
the VMF 323, 2nd Marine Airwing, and proceeded 
to Oahu, Hawaii. In October he boarded ship for 
the New Hebrides Islands. On March 1, 1945, he 
left the New Hebrides and after experiencing a 
typhoon en route arrived at the Kadena Airfield at 
Okinawa a month later. His final duties were at the 
Awasi Airfield at Okinawa and he arrived back in the 
United States, at San Pedro, in October, 1945, and 
was discharged at Cherry Point, North Carolina, De
cember 20, 1945.

¥

C l a r e n c e  C a l e b  C a r l t o n , CM 3 /c  —Service with 
the Seabees for nearly a year in Bermuda was the 
war-time lot of Clarence Carlton.

Entering the service October 7, 1942, at Boston, 
he went to Camp Allen, Virginia, on November 19 
and was there for a month. He spent a month at 
Camp Peary, Virginia, then went to Davisville, 
Rhode Island, and from there overseas.

He was stationed at Bermuda from February 24, 
1943, to January 8, 1944, serving as a carpenter’s 
mate third class in the 49th Construction Battalion. 
He received his discharge at Davisville on June 19,
1945.

Carlton is the son of Chester and Caroline 
(Conant) Carlton. He was born January 13, 1903, at 
Westport, Pennsylvania, and came to Milford when 
he was six months old. He attended Milford schools, 
and was employed by the Flanagan Construction 
Company when he entered the service.

¥

A r t h u r  S m i t h  C a r n e s , MM l / c  —The duties of 
Arthur Carnes took him all through the Atlantic 
and Pacific areas from the time he enlisted in the 
Coast Artillery at Fort W right in New York in 1938. 
After four years in the Coast Artillery he was dis
charged as a private first class and immediately 
enlisted in the Navy, in January, 1942, serving as a 
fireman first class. After preliminary training at 
Newport, Rhode Island, he was assigned to the USS 
Chateau-Thierry and in July, 1943, was engaged in 
the invasion of Gela, Sicily. The next September his 
ship was decommissioned and he was assigned to 
the troopship USS General W. A. Mann and was 
still serving aboard that ship in 1946. Both ships 
were transports engaged in taking soldiers overseas 
and bringing back troops and prisoners from Europe 
and the Pacific. Carnes was discharged in Novem
ber, 1947, machinist’s mate first class.

He was born in Dorchester, Massachusetts, Janu
ary 14, 1920, son of Arthur Carnes of Milford and 
Adah (Burns) Roberts of Rockland, Maine, and 
attended the Milford schools.
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MAURICE O. CARNES ANTIMO F. CARPENTIERI RUDOLPH E. CARPENTIERE

S / S e r g e a n t  M a u r i c e  O l a f  C a r n e s  — Staff Sergeant 
Carnes was born in Vinal Haven, Maine, April 7, 
1917, and attended Milford schools and was working 
in Philbrick’s Garage when the call to arms came and 
he enlisted in the Army at Manchester, January 29,
1941.

He was sent to Maxwell Field in Alabama for basic 
training* after which he w ent to Turner Field in 
Georgia, Gunter Field in Alabama, and Moody Field 
in Georgia, and Blythville, Arkansas, where he re
ceived extended schooling as an aircraft mechanic. 
Further training a t a school for maintenance on 
B-29s was had at Seattle, Washington, and in the 
B-29 Flight Engineer School at Denver, Colorado.

Sergeant Carnes became crew chief of B-29 air
craft and trained men for flight engineers, also on 
B-17s. H e w ent to the Pacific in the summer of 1945 
and was stationed at Guam with the 20th A h Force, 
later going to Honolulu. He returned to the United 
States in December of the same year and was dis
charged January 22, 1947.

He is the son of Arthur Carnes of Milford and 
Adah (Burns) Roberts of Rockland, Maine, and he 
married Louise Beard of Columbus, Ohio, on Febru
ary 7, 1946.

*

S e r g e a n t  A n t i m o  F r a n c i s  C a r p e n t i e r i  — A native 
of Milford, Carpentieri entered the Army on June 
6, 1944. He received 17 weeks of infantry training 
a t Camp Blanding, Florida. After brief assignments

at Fort Meade, Maryland, and Camp Patrick Henry, 
Virginia, he was ready for overseas duty. He left 
the United States November 11, 1944, for Italy and 
went to Volturno Valley Replacement Depot in 
Naples on convoy and guard duty.

In April, 1945, Sergeant Carpentieri was stationed 
in Rome in charge of utilities in a troop of 1500 
Italians. In October he became sergeant of the guard 
in the 2675th Regiment in Rome. He returned to the 
United States in January, and was discharged Febru
ary 3, 1946.

Carpentieri is the son of Mary (Doucet) and the 
late Archie Carpentieri. Born in Milford on Decem
ber 10, 1907, he attended Milford schools and 
married Caroline Cassaneirio in 1941.

*

P r i v a t e  R u d o l p h  E d w a r d  C a r p e n t i e r e  — Rudolph 
Carpentiere was born in Milford September 29, 1917, 
and graduated from Milford High School in June, 
1935. He is the son of Marie V. (Doucet) Carpentiere 
and the late Archie D. Carpentiere of Milford.

Private Carpentiere received his discharge from 
the Army on May 26, 1945. He was married Sep
tember 30, 1938, to the former Elvira B. Pezzulo of 
Thornton, Rhode Island. He was employed by the 
Independent Lock Company of Fitchburg as a tool 
maker when he entered service on April 9, 1945. 
He served at Camp Croft, South Carolina, as a mem
ber of Company B, 35th Infantry Battalion.
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RICHARD D. CARR EDWARD F. CARTER CHARLES CASSANERIO

T /5  R i c h a r d  D o u g l a s  C a r r  — A native of Milford, 
born here July 19, 1918, the son of Charles A. and 
Eleanor (Howard) Carr. Corporal Carr anticipated 
a military career by joining the National Guard at 
Concord, New Hampshire, in November, 1939. He 
graduated from Milford High School in 1937. He 
attended the New Hampshire School of Accounting 
and Finance and later Carr was employed at 
the W hiting Crate Company in Wilton, New Ham p
shire.

Ten days after being sworn in at Concord on Sep
tember 16, 1940, Carr went to Camp Hulen in Texas 
with the 197th Coast Artillery Anti-Aircraft Bat
talion. He was moved to Midland, Texas, then to 
Louisiana for maneuvers, and next to Fort Totten, 
New York, for schooling as a mechanic.

On February 18, 1942, he left via California for 
Perth, Western Australia, where anti-aircraft positions 
were set up. This was followed by field work at 
Townsville, in Queensland. At the latter station the 
197th was split into two batteries and Carr was 
placed in Battery B, 237th AAA, and in September, 
1943, sent to Milne Bay, New Guinea.

In December, 1943, he was stationed at Lai, New 
Guinea, and set up positions at Nadzab, when he was 
transferred to the motor pool.

His hardest service was when he was sent to the 
Philippines in October, 1944, where, at Tacloban, 
Leyte, his group was visited every night by enemy 
aircraft. Arriving at Mindoro, on December 22, Carr 
was there until February 27, then moved to Palawan 
until July 13, 1945. He finished his war service and 
arrived back in the United States, at Seattle, to be 
discharged September 4, 1945, at Fort Devens.

E d w a r d  F r a n c is  C a r t e r , MM 2 /c  — Edward Carter 
served aboard a Navy dredge, the Tualatin, at three 
invasion points during 1944, went on to Okinawa in 
July, 1945, and was shipwrecked there in a typhoon 
September 15, 1945.

Employed at the Abbott Machine Company in 
Wilton when he enlisted, he was sworn in to the 
Seabees on October 15, 1943, and two weeks later 
began active duty at Camp Peary, Virginia, with

the rating of machinist’s mate third class. He later 
was advanced to second class.

On April 21, 1944, he left the United States aboard 
the Tualatin and after a stay at Pearl Harbor, went 
on to Midway in the 301st Naval Construction Bat
talion. In July he went to Roi and Namur islands, 
Eniwetok and Kwajalein. In August he was at Saipan, 
in September at Guam and in November at Tinian, 
not long after the initial invasion of each place. In 
July, 1945, his ship was at Okinawa, and the follow
ing September 15th was wrecked in a typhoon at 
Butler Bay. The ship was wrecked again on October 
15.

Carter returned to Seattle, Washington, on No
vember 14, 1945, and was discharged at Boston six 
days later.

He is the son of Edward Carter and the late 
Batshaba (Nelson) Carter of Wilton, born there 
July 7, 1906. He attended Wilton schools, and on 
November 20, 1945, he married Matilda Gilmore of 
Nashua. He made his home in Milford.

C h a r l e s  C a s s a n e r io , W a t e r  T e n d e r , 3 / c — Cassa- 
nerio was born in Milford October 15, 1912. He is 
the son of Caroline (Lindi) and the late John Cassa
nerio. He attended Milford schools. Before he 
enlisted in the Navy, he was employed by H. E. 
Fletcher Company in Chelmsford, Massachusetts.

Cassanerio was sworn in on January 2, 1942, and 
received his boot training at Newport, Rhode Island. 
In the same month he was assigned to the USS 
Benson which went to the Mediterranean and re
mained there for eighteen months. His ship was on 
convoy and sub chaser duty. He took part in the 
invasion of Sicily and sustained wounds in his side 
from a bomb fragment on July 11, 1943, for which 
he was awarded the Purple Heart. He also participat
ed in a unit citation.

In February, 1944, he returned to the United 
States and, after a furlough, took further training in 
the Marine Engine School at the Philadelphia Navy 
Yard, Pennsylvania. He was taken ill and sent to 
the Chelsea Naval Hospital, Massachusetts, where 
he was discharged on December 13, 1945.
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JOHN CASSANERIO ANTHONY J. CASSARINO JOSEPH CASSARINO

J o h n  C a s s a n e r i o , MoMM 2 /c  -  On November 22, 
1940, Cassanerio enlisted in the Navy and received 
his boot training at Newport, Rhode Island. In 
April, 1941, he was assigned to the aircraft carrier 
USS Long Island. Two years later the carrier sailed 
for the Southern Pacific where he saw action as a 
mechanic, truck driver and crane operator in Unit 
No. 8. In the first Dart of 1945 he returned and was 
stationed at Alameda, Livermore and San Diego, 
California, until he was discharged on February 3, 
1947, having attained the grade of motor machinist’s 
m ate second class.

Cassanerio is a life long resident of Milford, hav
ing been born here February 16, 1920. He is the 
son of Caroline (Lindi) and the late John Cassa
nerio. He attended Milford schools and was working 
for Winslow and Cummings Construction Company 
when he enlisted in the Navy.

*

T /4  A n t h o n y  J o s e p h  C a s s a r in o  — Anthony Cassa- 
rino attended Teachers College at Plymouth, New 
Hampshire, for two years, after graduating from 
Milford High School in 1934. He then secured a 
civil service position in the Portsmouth Navy Yard, 
where he was employed when he entered war service. 
He was sworn in at Manchester, New Hampshire, 
September 8, 1942.

Reporting for active duty at Fort Devens, he 
received basic training and was assigned to the 
Reception Center, serving as chaplain’s assistant, 
correspondence clerk at Regimental Headquarters 
and assistant chief clerk in Regimental Supply. In 
June, 1944, he was transferred to Fort Lewis, W ash
ington, for further training and assigned to the 226th 
General Hospital.

Returning in November to the East coast, Cassa
rino sailed from New York December 10, 1944, and 
was stationed at Banbury, England, where he was 
based for a month before crossing the channel to 
LeHavre in France.

He assisted in setting up a general hospital at 
Mourmelon le Grande, near Reims, France, in what 
was previously a French military school, and was 
stationed there until the German surrender. Although 
ordered to Marseille, en route to the Pacific, the end 
of the Japanese war came in time and a change in 
orders brought him back to New York. After a few 
months doing clerical work at Fort Devens, he was 
discharged January 8, 1946.

He is the son of Anna Maria (Lacascio) Cassarino 
Buffelli and the late Alfio Cassarino. On June 28,
1942, he married Harriet Quiet of Manchester, New 
Hampshire, at Dover.

*

P f c . J o s e p h  C a s s a r in o  — Joseph Cassarino was born 
in Milford May 24, 1918, the son of Anna Maria 
(Lacascio) Cassarino Buffelli and the late Alfio Cas
sarino. He attended local schools, graduating from 
the high school in 1938.

He was employed by the Milford Bakery when he 
entered military service. He. was sworn in June 9,
1943, at Manchester, and began active duty at Fort 
Devens June 23.

After basic training as a machine gunner in an 
anti-aircraft unit at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, 
he was stationed at Farmingdale, New York, from 
March to July, 1944, then was sent to Fort Dix, New 
Jersey.

His next station was Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 
He then was transferred to a glider unit and sent to 
Camp Mackall, North Carolina. After another transfer 
to a tank battalion, he sailed from San Francisco in 
June, 1945, and served on Luzon with Battery A, 
105th Field Artillery. After V-J Day, he went to 
Japan and was on occupational duty at Yokohama 
and Tokyo.

Returning to the United States, he was discharged 
February 26, 1946, at Fort Devens.

On February 24, 1943, Cassarino and Miss Pearl 
Sanderson were married in Milford.
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SALVATORE CASSARINO JAMES L. CASSIDY JAMES P. CASSIDY, JR.

C o r p o r a l  S a l v a t o r e  C a s s a r in o  — Not long after 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, Salvatore Cassarino en
listed in the Army on January 27, 1942, and was sent 
the same day to Fort Devens. His war service took 
him to Australia, New Guinea and the Philippines 
in the 440th Signal Construction Battalion (Avia
tion), Company B.

Following training at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, Self
ridge Field, Michigan, and Geiger Field in W ash
ington, he sailed for Australia June 23, 1942. On 
April 23, 1943, he went to Port Moresby, New 
Guinea, and went across the Owen Stanley mountain 
range to Dobodura. He was on detached service 
establishing communication lines, and was in action 
in the vicinity of Lae and Finschhafen.

Cassarino next saw action at Hollandia for three 
months, then at Owi for three weeks, and again 
at Biak for six weeks. W hen American forces invaded 
the Philippines, he was in the fighting at Leyte eight 
days after the initial landing, and took part in the 
landings at Lingayen Gulf, north of Manila, on 
D-Day, January 9, 1945. He was at Fort Stortsen- 
burg there.

On April 19, 1945, he sailed from Leyte and 
arrived in the United States on May 9, 1945. After 
a furlough he reported at Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
was sent to Westover Field, Massachusetts, and was 
discharged September 4, 1945, at Fort Devens.

Cassarino is the son of Anna Maria (Lacascio) 
Cassarino Buffelli and the late Alfio Cassarino. He 
was born December 16, 1910, at Milford, and attend
ed Milford schools. He was employed at the Johns- 
Manville Corporation in Nashua when he enlisted.

*

J a m e s  L a w r e n c e  C a s s id y , SF 1 /c  — Service with 
the Seabees on the Gilbert Islands and at Iwo Jima 
before Japanese resistance in those places was over
come was the chief war experience of James Cassidy, 
whose rating was shipfitter first class.

The son of the late Samuel and the late Mary

(Ryan) Cassidy of Milford, he was born July 3, 1907, 
a t Hollis and came to Milford in 1920. H e attended 
schools in Hollis and Milford, and was employed at 
the John R. Martin Company when he enlisted in 
the Seabees.

Sworn in December 1, 1942, at Manchester, he 
began active duty at Camp Peary, Virginia, on April 
14, 1943. After boot training, he went to Camp 
Parks, California, then was based at Port Hueneme, 
California, from August to October.

Sailing October 27 from the west coast, he went 
to the Gilbert Islands while there was still fighting 
there, and did construction work with the 95th Naval 
Construction Battalion.

After returning to Hawaii in April, 1944, he was 
sent to Iwo Jima in February, 1945, shortly after the 
landing there.

He returned to the United States, arriving October 
24, 1945, and was discharged December 6, 1945, 
at Boston.

¥

C o r p o r a l  J a m e s  P e t e r  C a s s id y , J r .— James Cassidy 
entered the Army at Manchester on July 1, 1943, and 
began active duty at Fort Devens on July 22. He 
was sent to Fort McClellan, Alabama, for basic 
training and was placed in the infantry, serving as a 
truck driver. While on maneuvers he had charge of 
water purifying.

He received his advancement to private first class 
in January, 1944, and became corporal in September,
1944. He was in Headquarters Company, Motor 
Pool, Infantry Replacement Training Center at Fort 
McClellan until discharged there on October 2, 1945.

Cassidy is the son of Katherine (Ryan) and the late 
James P. Cassidy of Milford. He was born here 
April 19, 1910, attended local schools and graduated 
from Milford High School in 1928. He married Doris 
Ciardelli of Milford on February 8, 1941. When he 
entered the Army, he was the owner of the Socony 
Service Station in Union Square.
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CHARLES J. CAVERZASI ARTHUR F. CHAMBERLIN DONALD E. CHANDLER

C h a r l e s  J a m e s  C a v e r z a s i , ADC — Aboard the light 
cruiser Honolulu, Caverzasi, an aviation machinist’s 
mate, left the west coast in December, 1941, shortly 
after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

His ship did convoy duty to and from Hawaii and 
Australia, Pago Pago, Manus Island and British 
Samoa. The cruiser next patrolled the Aleutian 
Islands, bombarding Kiska and protecting troops 
making a landing at Adak.

Following repairs in the United States in October, 
1942, the Honolulu joined a task force in the New 
Hebrides and attacked Japanese reinforcements 
moving toward Guadalcanal. Caverzasi was in the 
Battle of Tasafronga, in which nine enemy ships, part 
of the famous Tokyo Express, were sunk. The Hono
lulu then patrolled near Guadalcanal, bombarded 
New Georgia island, laid mines in that vicinity and 
sank two Japanese submarines. The ship took part 
in the Battle of Kula Gulf, in which nine more Jap 
ships were sunk, and in the furious Battle of Kulum- 
bangara, during which the Honolulu was hit twice.

W hen his ship returned to this country for repairs, 
Caverzasi was assigned to new  duty, and in Decem
ber, 1943, traveled aboard a troop ship to Kwajalein 
atoll and after setting up an airbase there, traveled 
aboard the seaplane tender Chandeleur which went 
to Saipan and Palau.

Caverzasi returned to the United States in April, 
1945. After a short stay a t Columbus, Ohio, he was 
sent to the Naval Air Station at Jacksonville, Florida, 
where he re-enlisted for two years on May 6, 1947.

He is the son of the late Peter and the late Jose
phine (Rossi) Caverzasi, born in Milford, January 
8, 1920. He graduated from Milford High School in 
1938, and was employed as a stone cutter at the 
Rossi Brothers’ Sheds when he enlisted in the Navy 
May 5, 1941.

¥
T /5  A r t h u r  F r a n k l i n  C h a m b e r l i n  — Service for 
more than two years in New Guinea and the Philip
pines was the lot of Arthur Chamberlin. After being 
sworn in a t Manchester on December 29, 1942, and 
reporting for active duty at Fort Devens a few days 
later, he was sent to Camp Stewart, Georgia, for 
basic training.

He left the United States for Australia on August 
27th, 1943, with the 472nd Anti-Aircraft Artillery 
Battalion (Automatic W eapons), Battery B, as a 
truck driver in communications. He went to New 
Guinea in December, and was at the air base at 
Nadzab. He was sent to the staging area at Finsch- 
hafen in November, 1944. In April, 1945, he was 
sent to the Philippines, where he was based at Porac, 
Pompanga Province, near Clark Field.

Chamberlin returned to the United States Decem
ber 17, 1945, and was discharged December 30, 
1945, at Fort Devens.

He is the son of Joseph A. and the late Bessie 
(Moody) Chamberlin of Wolfeboro, New Hamp
shire. He was born at Wolfeboro November 27, 
1922, and attended the schools there, graduating 
from Brewster Academy in 1940. He came to Mil
ford to live in 1942 and married Phyllis Chick of 
Wolfeboro in Milford on June 21, 1942.

*

T / S g t . D o n a l d  E d w a r d  C h a n d l e r  — Sergeant 
Chandler was a New Ipswich, New Hampshire, boy, 
born there January 24, 1915, who came to Milford 
in time to enroll with the class of 1933 at Milford 
High School. He is the son of Cora Chandler of 
Milford and the late Carl Chandler. He was work
ing at the French and Heald Company when he 
enlisted at Manchester. He was sworn in September 
23, 1940.

Sergeant Chandler had some preliminary training 
at Selfridge Field in Michigan, then attended the 
Aeronautical School at Chicago and later had more 
time at Selfridge Field.

In January, 1942, he left the United States for 
Australia with the 61st Service Squadron, 46 Service 
Group, 5th Air Force Command, and was stationed 
successively at Brisbane, Ballaret, Mount Gambier, 
Geelong and North Queensland. He was transferred 
to Port Moresby in New Guinea in February of 1943, 
thence to Dobodura, near Buna, Gusap, Hollandia, 
and Owi Island in the Schouten Group.

At Louisville, Kentucky, on November 9, 1945, he 
married Nancy Hall of that city.
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DOUGLAS A. CHANDLER JAMES S. CHANDLER DONALD A. CHARTIER

L i e u t e n a n t  D o u g l a s  A l t o n  C h a n d l e r  — Aboard 
the cruiser Santa Fe, Lieutenant Chandler took part 
in nearly every important Navy action in the Pacific 
from April, 1943, through March, 1945. Commis
sioned an ensign July 8, 1942, he attended indoc
trination school at Harvard and was assigned Decem
ber 1, to the Santa Fe, serving as division officer and 
ship’s secretary.

In early 1945 came support of the 3rd Fleet Oper
ations and Iwo Jima. It was during the Okinawa 
operation that Chandler’s ship took part in the rescue 
of the carrier Franklin, bombed by a Jap plane. He 
participated in a Navy Unit Commendation for this 
rescue work.

He came back to Terminal Island in California, 
in April, thence to Pearl Harbor and final release at 
Boston in November, 1945.

Lieutenant Chandler was born in Boston, May 24, 
1910, came to Milford in 1922 with his parents, Alton
F. and Margaret (Truehart) Chandler of Milford. 
He graduated from the high school in 1928. He af
terward attended Burdett College in Boston, North
eastern University, Harvard College for two sum
mers, and Columbia University for one summer, and 
received the degree of Master of Education from Bos
ton University in 1940. He was head of the com
mercial department at the W atertown Massachusetts, 
High School when he entered the service. He mar
ried Alice Nukas of Dorchester, Massachusetts, on 
December 25, 1941.

★
C o r p o r a l  J a m e s  S a m u e l  C h a n d l e r  — After serving 
for more than a year in Hawaii, Corporal James 
Chandler was sent back to the United States, then 
to England, and landed on the invasion beaches of 
France not long after D-Day.

Chandler was born May 10, 1921, at Milford, the 
son of Freeman Chandler of Manchester, and the 
late Vera (Berwick) Chandler. He attended local 
schools, leaving high school in his senior year. In 
August, 1939, he went to the NYA camp at Quoddy, 
Maine, and studied commercial subjects while work
ing there. He enlisted in the Army June 6, 1940, 
and went to Fort Devens for basic training.

He sailed from San Francisco February. 28, 1942,

and was on special duty in the' Hawaiian Service 
Command, stationed at Hilo until November 11, 
when he was transferred to the Hawaiian district 
headquarters.

Returning to this country April 5, 1943, he had 
further training, then sailed for England March 30, 
1944, in the 52nd Quartermaster Base Depot, Head
quarters Company. Landing on Omaha Beach on 
D plus 18, he went to Utah Beach and to LeMolay, 
France, setting up depots for supplies. He helped 
set up more depots in Belgium in preparation for the 
assault across the Rhine in November.

In March, 1945, Chandler had charge of the 
prisoners of war on duty at a depot. He returned to 
the United States September 12, and was discharged 
at Fort Devens September 18, 1945.

★
P f c . D o n a l d  A l l e n  C h a r t i e r —Chartier entered the 
Army at Manchester May 11, 1943, and began active 
duty at Fort Devens May 18. He was sent to Fort Mc- 
Lellan, Alabama, for basic training, upon completion 
of which he enlisted in the Air Corps and was trained 
at Miami Beach, the University of Tampa a t Tampa, 
Florida, and at San Antonio, Texas.

Sent back to the Infantry in March, 1944, because 
of a surplus of Aviation Cadets, he received six 
months advance training at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. 
Joining a Paratroop Infantry Regiment on September 
20, he received his wings and jump status at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, and took advanced paratroop 
training at Camp Mackall, North Carolina.

He left the United States March 30, 1945, and 
after two weeks in England, went to a staging area 
at Reims, France, in the 507th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, Company G. After the jump at Arnheim, 
he was at Remagen, Duisburg, Darmstadt and Essen.

Returning to Frankfurt in February, 1946, he 
served as a cook with the 508th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, General Eisenhower’s Honor Guard.

Returning to the United States May 20, 1946, he 
received his discharge at Fort Devens on May 31.

Chartier is the son of George and Vileta (Nelson) 
Chartier of Milford. He was bom August 6, 1924, 
and graduated from Milford High School in 1942.
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ROBERT N. CHARTIER RALPH R. CHASE CHARLES F. CHEEVER

P f c . R o b e r t  N e l s o n  C h a r t i e r  — Enlisting in the 
Army Air Corps before his graduation from high 
school, Robert Chartier was not called to active duty 
for more than a year, and was able to finish high 
school. H e then attended the University of Vermont 
and the University of Maine under the Army special
ized training reserve program for nine months.

He began active duty April 16, 1945, when he 
w ent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training. In 
June he w ent to Denver, Colorado, to Remote Control 
Turret Mechanic School.

Discharged November 5, he re-enlisted November 
20, and was sent to Greensboro, North Carolina. 
Leaving this country March 16, 1946, for LeHavre, 
France, he w ent to Furst-en-februck, Germany, 
where he was assigned to the 9th Air Force, 306th 
Bomb Group, 367th Bomb Squadron. He was then 
sent to Istres, France, near Marseille, where he was 
an instructor in the gymnasium.

Before returning to the United States, Chartier 
spent a month at Erding, Germany, and then sailed 
from Bremerhaven. He arrived in New York Novem
ber 19, 1946, and was discharged at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey, on December 11, 1946.

He is the son of George and Vileta (Nelson) 
Chartier, born December 13, 1926. He graduated 
from the high school in 1944. He was employed at 
the Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company store in Mil
ford before his military service.

¥

R a l p h  R o b e r t  C h a s e , BM 2 /c  — Ralph Chase was 
born in Monroe, Louisiana, on November 18, 1923, 
the son of Hilda (Mitchell) Goodwin and the late 
Ralph Chase of Milford. He came to Milford at the 
age of four and graduated from Milford High School 
in 1941.

He was employed at the French and Heald Com
pany when he enlisted at Boston September 8, 1941. 
After training at Newport, Rhode Island, he went 
to Portland, Maine, where he was assigned, to the 
cruiser Savannah. He sailed immediately for Halifax,

Nova Scotia, and from there to England. He served 
as a boatswain’s mate second class.

Returning to Portland, Chase was sent to Bermuda 
for patrol duty. After January, 1943, he was on 
similar duty in South America. From October, 1943, 
to January, 1944, he was near Africa. Returning to 
New York, he was assigned to the destroyer Bronson.

More action began for Chase the following Feb
ruary when he went to the South Pacific and 
participated in the attacks on the Marshall, Caroline, 
Marianas and Palau Islands, New Guinea, the Phil
ippines and Formosa, French Indo China and Truk. 
He was in the first and second battles of the Philip
pine Sea.

In January, 1945, he was seriously injured in the 
China Sea and was hospitalized at New Caledonia, 
then sent by hospital ship to San Francisco, Cali
fornia. He spent six months at the naval hospital in 
Charleston, South Carolina, and in Ashville, North 
Carolina, before being discharged at Boston October 
2, 1945.

¥

P f c . C h a r l e s  F r e d e r i c k  C h e e v e r —Private Cheever 
enlisted in the United States Marine Corps Reserve 
and was sworn in at Manchester, November 9, 1943. 
He received basic training at Parris Island, South 
Carolina, after which he was sent to Cherry Point, 
North Carolina, and then to Memphis, Tennessee. 
There he started training as aviation machinist in the 
Marine Corps.

He went to Camp Miramar, San Diego, California, 
then overseas to take part in the invasion of the 
Northern Solomons, the Philippines, and Okinawa as 
part of the 2nd Marine Air Wing.

He was discharged at Bainbridge, Maryland, No
vember 26, 1945.

Private Cheever was born in Hartford, Connecticut, 
October 29, 1919, son of Perley and Pearl (Wing) 
Cheever of Wilton, New Hampshire. He attended 
the Wilton schools and afterward worked at the 
Cowdry Machine Shop in Fitchburg, Massachusetts.
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HARRY A. CHENEY ERNEST L. CIARDELLI EUGENE L. CIARDELLI

H a r r y  A l l e n  C h e n e y , RdM 2 / c —H airy Cheney 
fitted himself for radar work in the Navy at the 
United States Navy Radar and Sound Laboratory 
at Point Loma, California, after preliminary boot 
training at San Diego, California.

He was assigned to the USS Lassen, a vessel 
transporting ammunition, in April, 1943, and the 
next eight months was based in the New Hebrides 
Islands. He then returned to the United States.

Returning to the Port Chicago Ammunition Depot 
in San Francisco Bay in December, 1944, he re
mained there until the following February when he 
sailed again for Eniwetok and Ulithi Islands, also 
Leyte Gulf in the Philippines, where the attack 
fleets off Okinawa and Japan were supplied with 
ammunition by them.

Returning to San Francisco on August 7, 1945, 
he went to Farragut, Idaho, and the next month was 
assigned to the V-12 Unit for officer’s training and 
went to Ohio State University where he remained 
until he was discharged at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
June 13, 1946.

Cheney was born in Lawrence, Massachusetts, on 
March 5, 1924, the son of Edith (Harrison) Cheney 
and the late W alter Cheney, and came to Milford 
to reside in 1932. He graduated from the Milford 
High School in 1941. He enlisted in the Navy at 
Boston, Massachusetts, December 8, 1942.

C o r p o r a l - E r n e s t  L e w i s  C i a r d e l l i  — Born in Mil
ford on March 24, 1921, Ernest Ciardelli is the son 
of Eugene and Nicoletta (Carpentieri) Ciardelli. He 
graduated from Milford High School in 1940, and 
was working in the Hillsborough Mills when the war 
came. He went to Manchester, New Hampshire, and 
enlisted on December 12, 1942. He was given 
training at Fort Custer in Michigan, and by May, 
1943, was on his way to England as truck driver in 
the 466th Truck Regiment.

He was based at Newberry while in England and 
before leaving for France was transferred to the 
3612nd Quartermaster Refrigeration Company. The 
first week of July, 1944, he landed at Utah Beach, 
France, and for nearly two years operated from Cher

bourg, LeHavre and Antwerp, taking frozen meats 
to the front line troops throughout France, Belgium 
and Czechoslovakia.

At one time he was caught in a German pocket in 
the break through at Avranches, France, but was 
rescued when the Germans retreated. The greatest 
difficulty he encountered was with the buzz bombs 
at Antwerp, Belgium, in evacuating the cold storage 
supplies during the Battle of the Bulge. After V-E 
Day all major cities were supplied with frozen meats 
by his outfit.

Corporal Ciardelli was discharged at Fort Devens 
November 24, 1945. On May 27, 1943, he married 
Ethel M. Vonlderstine of Milford.

S / S e r g e a n t  E u g e n e  Louis C i a r d e l l i  — Eugene 
Ciardelli probably didn’t expect to find a pot of gold 
when he entered the service, but that was just what 
his outfit did when they entered a small town in Aus
tria.

Staff Sergeant Ciardelli was born in Milford, Oc
tober 14, 1919, the son of Eugene and Nicoletta 
(Carpentieri) Ciardelli. He graduated from Milford 
High School in 1938, and was working in the Hills
borough Mills when he went to Manchester to be 
sworn in the army April 30, 1942.

Placed in the infantry at Camp Stewart, Georgia, 
he had combat training at Camp Gordon, Georgia, 
and went to England, January 8, 1945. Almost im
mediately he crossed the Channel to LeHavre, 
France, and was placed in the 80th Infantry Division, 
Company K, 319th Infantry, with Patton’s 3rd Army 
in Luxembourg.

Ciardelli fought through the Siegfried Line, across 
the Rhine through central Germany to Chemitz and 
then turned and headed south into Austria. After 
V-E Day he did occupation duty in Germany and 
later On the Russian-American border in Czecho
slovakia.

He was discharged January 13, 1946, a t Fort 
Devens.

Sergeant Ciardelli married Merilyn Goodhue of 
Bristol, New Hampshire, a t Clarendon, Virginia, on 
November 1, 1942.
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RAYMOND G. CIARDELLI EDW ARD F. CLARK LESTER L. CLARK

P r i v a t e  R a y m o n d  G u i d o  C i a r d e l l i  — Private Ciar- 
delli was destined to see a great deal of warfare in 
the Pacific following his entrance into service at Fort 
Devens on August 7, 1941. A native of Milford, 
born February 16, 1914, son of Eugene and Nicoletta 
(Carpentieri) Ciardelli of Milford, he attended the 
public schools. Raymond was one of three brothers 
of the family to take part in W orld W ar II.

After training at Fort Eustis in Virginia and at 
Camp Davis in North Carolina, Ciardelli sailed from 
California to Hawaii in late December. He remained 
there until the next April when he was assigned to 
the 502nd Anti-Aircraft Artillery Gun Battalion, 
Battery B, and saw service at Christmas, Palmyra, 
Canton and Johnson Islands, during the next eight 
months. In January, 1943, he was back at Bellows 
Field in Hawaii and the next shift was to Canton 
Island in the Pacific, where he was active for a month 
or more. Returned to Fort W heeler in Hawaii in 
March, 1944, he left for the Philippines in September 
for the invasion of those islands.

He returned to the United States and was dis
charged at Fort Devens June 5, 1945.

★

S e r g e a n t  E d w a r d  F r a n c i s  C l a r k  — As a member 
of Reconnaissance Company, 774th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, Edw ard Clark was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal, for heroic achievement after he braved 
intense enemy mortar fire to cross the Saar River 
and evacuate a wounded companion.

Sworn in March 25, 1941, he had training at 
F ort Bragg, North Carolina, Camp Blanding, Florida, 
F ort Jackson, South Carolina, Camp Hood in Texas, 
Fort Benning in Georgia and Camp Gordon in 
Georgia, before he left the United States for England 
in June, 1944.

After being stationed near Nuneaton, England, 
until August 8, 1944, he crossed the Channel to

France and joined the 3rd Army at Vergal, France. 
He went to Le Mans, Chartres, Epernay, Reims, 
Verdun, Metz, into Ludwigshafen, Germany, back 
to Arlon, Belgium, to Aachen, Germany, Dusseldorf, 
W eimar into Pilsen, Czechoslovakia. In August, 
1945, he went to Nuremberg, Germany, where he 
remained until his return to the United States to be 
discharged October 14, 1945.

Clark was born in Quincy, Massachusetts, February 
7, 1919, the son of John and Celina (Belleveau) 
Clark of Milford, came to Milford in 1928, and was 
working for the French and Heald Company when 
he entered the service.

★

S e r g e a n t  L e s t e r  L e r o y  C l a r k  — Not long after 
American entrance into the second W orld War, 
Lester Clark entered the Army at Manchester on 
March 31, 1942. He was sent to Fort Adams, New
port, Rhode Island, for basic training. He was 
stationed on the island of Jamestown, Rhode Island, 
in Narragansett Bay, and served at Fort Getty and 
Fort Burnside there.

In October, 1942, he became private first class, 
and in December of 1943 was made sergeant tech
nician. He served in the 243rd Coast Artillery 
Battalion, and later did special work in radar and 
intelligence. He was discharged October 19, 1945, 
at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts.

Clark is the son of Sarah (Clark) Clark and the 
late Reuben T. Clark. He was born November 21, 
1901, at Bar Harbor, Maine, and attended schools 
there. He graduated, in 1921, from Lincoln Acad
emy in Newcastle, Maine. He taught school for 
two years in Waldoboro, Maine, attended the College 
of Pharmacy in Boston, and lived in New York and 
Manchester before coming to Milford in April, 1936. 
He was employed at the Langdell Lumber Company 
here when he entered the service.
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RALPH M. CLARK RICHARD J. CLARK THOMAS R. CLARK

P f c . R a l p h  M o r e y  C l a r k  — Ralph Clark was a  
member of the New Hampshire National Guard 
when the war broke out and was called for service 
September 16, 1940. Bom in Waldoboro, Maine, on 
May 11, 1922, son of Lloyd B. and Blanche (Good
win) Clark of Milford, now of Townsend, Massa
chusetts, he attended grammar school in Manchester, 
New Hampshire, came to Milford to live in 1936 
and graduated from Milford High School in 1940. 
In the 197th Coast Artillery, Anti-Aircraft Battalion, 
Battery A, Clark embarked for Townsville, Australia, 
spending a year and six months there.

Clark passed examinations for air cadet training 
and returned to the United States in August, 1943. 
He reported to Black Hills Teachers College at 
Spearfish, South Dakota, to start training, but about 
that time the cadet training program was cancelled 
and Clark was transferred to the 76th Infantry Divi
sion at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. In November, 
1944, he went to Europe and saw action in the Battle 
of the Bulge in the 5th Division (Red Devils), 10th 
Regiment of the 3rd Army. He was in the drive 
through the Siegfried Line, the dash to the Rhine, 
and the cleanup of the Ruhr pocket.

Transferred to the 89th Division, he was sent home 
and discharged at Fort Devens October 19, 1945.

★

T / C p l . R i c h a r d  J a m e s  C l a r k  — Richard Clark was 
born in Quincy, Massachusetts, on December 17, 
1917, son of the late Alfred and the late Florence 
(Benzie) Clark of Quincy. He came to Milford to 
reside in 1927 and attended the Milford schools. He 
was working as a mason in Milford when he entered 
the service January 6, 1941, and went immediately 
to Fort Devens. Transferred to Camp Hulen, in 
Texas, he was assigned to the 197th Coast Artillery 
and left on February 17, 1942, for Australia.

While at Townsville, Queensland, his unit was 
changed to the 237th Anti-Aircraft Searchlight Bat
talion but he remained in the 197th Coast Artillery 
Battery, and in July went to Cairns as radar oper
ator. In February, 1943, he went to Iron Range and

then to New Guinea, where he was stationed at Port 
Moresby, Milne Bay, Lae, Markham Valley, Finsch- 
hafen and Sadior.

He returned to the United States in September of 
1944 and after a furlough reported to Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, where he was assigned to the 58th 
Quartermaster Training Company, 11th Battalion, 
at Camp Lee, Virginia. There he remained until he 
received a medical discharge January 31, 1945, at 
Fort Devens.

★

T h o m a s  R u s s e l l  C l a r k , C o x s w a i n  — Thomas Clark 
underwent twenty-two Jap air raids, during which 
his unit downed three Jap planes and destroyed 
twenty-two others. This achievement won for him 
a letter of merit.

After being sworn in, on January 18, 1943, he had 
boot training at Newport, then gunnery training at 
the Armed Guard Center in Brooklyn, New York, 
where he became a member of the gun crew of the 
merchant tanker, Ticonderoga. Aboard the ship he 
went to the Dutch W est Indies, South America, Eng
land, Scotland, and Africa.

Back again in New York he was assigned to the 
Army transport, USS Neddick, and his next trip took 
him to New Guinea and Australia, the Russell and 
Gilbert islands, New Hebrides, the Marianas, and 
Guam island in the Pacific.

For the third trip he boarded the USS Alexandria, 
a cargo and ammunition carrier, and made another 
visit to the Pacific, calling at some of the islands 
visited before and finally to Okinawa, where action 
there won him his letter of merit for his part in 
fighting off Jap air raids.

He came back to Shoemaker, California, and was 
discharged January 18, 1946. On May 18, he married 
Louise Lyons of Roxbury, Massachusetts.

Coxswain Clark is a native of Quincy, Massachu
setts, where he was born May 30, 1923, the son of 
Thomas and the late Elizabeth (McCarthy) Clark 
of Milford. He came to Milford to reside in 1924 
and attended the Milford schools.
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W ILLIAM  D. CLARK GEORGE E. CLUCHE CHARLES C. COFFIN

P f c . W i l l i a m  D a v id  C l a r k  — Private Clark was 
born in W est Quincy, Massachusetts, on April 2, 
1922, son of Thomas and Elizabeth (M cCarthy) 
Clark of Milford, came to Milford in 1924 and attend
ed the Milford schools, after which he w ent to work 
at the Bethlehem Steel Corporation plant in Hing- 
ham, Massachusetts. He was sworn in to the Army 
September 13, 1943, at Manchester.

Clark had extended service with the Military 
Police, for which he was fitted at the Military Police 
Corps School at Fort Custer, Michigan. In March, 
1944, he sailed out of New York City to Europe as 
Military Police Escort Guard in the 588th MPEG 
Company. He returned in May and this time sailed 
out of New Orleans, Louisiana, for Galveston, Texas, 
and was based at Camp Wallace, at Houston, a t Fort 
Crockett and Galveston on MP duty. W ith 45 other 
Military Police he helped the Rangers patrol the 
Texas-Mexican border, and remained in tha t duty 
until he was sent to Fort Sam Houston for discharge 
March 1, 1946.

He married Katherine Leonardo of Roxbury on 
September 5, 1942, in Roxbury.

★

G e o r g e  E d w a r d  C l u c h e , BM 2 / c  — Coming from 
New Boston, New Hampshire, where he was born 
December 18, 1916, son of the late George R. and 
the late Amelia (Clement) Cluche, to reside with 
his sister, Mrs. Henry Curtis, in Milford, in 1940, 
George Cluche left his civilian position with the New 
England Telephone and Telegraph Company in Man
chester, to enlist in the Navy September 19, 1942. 
He had boot training at Newport, Rhode Island, then 
went to the Armed Guard Center at Brooklyn, New 
York. He entrained for Houston, Texas, where he 
boarded the Liberty ship, Joseph E. Johnston, and 
w ent on a shakedown cruise to Havana, Cuba.

He returned to Brooklyn where his ship was loaded 
with supplies and then took his first real ocean trip 
to England and Scotland. There was a return to the 
United States for another loading and this time the 
ship w ent to England and started for Russia. The

convoy struck rough seas and lost some ships and the 
balance returned to England.

Returning from the latter trip Cluche was trans
ferred from ship duty and went to New Orleans for 
amphibious training, after which he was assigned to 
the 3110th Amphibious Unit. He took part in the 
invasion of Toulon, France. Next he went to Mar
seilles where a base was established. After this 
came transfer to the Naval Operating Base at Casa
blanca, Africa, on temporary duty.

He returned to the United States in November, 
1945, was assigned to the destroyer Goodrich, and 
was finally discharged at Boston on December 5, 
1945.

In January, 1946, he was married to Eva Chandler 
of Weare.

★

S / S e r g e  a n t  C h a r l e s  C h e s t e r  C o f f i n  — Charles 
Coffin, the son of the late Everett B. and the late 
Carrie (Rand) Coffin, is one of the few Milford men 
who served in both W orld Wars. In fact he saw 
service even before the two wars, for he enlisted, 
after attending the Milford schools, in the New 
Hampshire Signal Corps on July 6, 1916, and served 
on the Mexican border. Mustered out of the service 
March 23, 1917, he was back in again July 25, of 
that same year, had training at various camps and 
went over seas with the 326th Field Signal Battalion. 
He was stationed at Remiremont and Laheycourt in 
France and later at W ittlich in Germany in the Army 
of Occupation. His service in World W ar I ended 
July 7, 1919, at Camp Devens.

Staff Sergeant Coffin was a building contractor in 
Milford when World W ar II began. He was again 
sworn in September 8, 1942. His basic training was 
at Atlantic "City, New Jersey, after which he went 
to Chanute Field, Illinois, for schooling as mechanic 
in the aircraft sheet metal department. In February, 
1943, he was sent to Presque Isle, Maine, with the 
1380th Army Air Force Base Unit, where he worked 
as a carpenter on ships and hangar maintenance until 
he received his final discharge December 20, 1945.
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HERBERT F. COFFIN CLIFT R. COLBY DOM INIC COMOLLI

H e r b e r t  F r e d e r i c k  C o f f i n , W T 3 /c  — Herbert 
Coffin spent most of the two years and three months 
he was in the service on convoys carrying troops 
across the Atlantic and Pacific, winding up by being 
injured when on September 29, 1945, his ship struck 
a mine in Tokyo Bay.

Bom in Boston, October 6, 1925, he came to Mil
ford to reside in July, 1930. He is the son of William 
and Hester (Foster) Coffin, now of Kittery, Maine, 
and formerly of Milford. Sworn in the Navy Octo
ber 1, 1943, he attended the Diesel School at 
Norfolk, Virginia.

His first assignment was on the destroyer escort 
Rocke at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and after a shake- 
down cruise to Bermuda left for convoy duty to 
Bizerte, North Africa.

On June 9, 1945, he left New York by way of the 
Panama Canal, reaching Eniwetok in the Marshall 
Islands for V-J Day. 
returned home.

He received his discharge January 17, 1946.
He married Althea A. Hatt, September 17, 1944, 

in Saco, Maine.

★
T /5  C l i f t  R o g e r  C o l b y  — Clift Colby traveled over 
forty-two states of the Union and in many foreign 
lands as mess steward, caring for the health and 
comfort of troops in camps, on trains and a t  sea 
during the war. He had been trained at Miami 
Beach, Florida, after which he entered the Hotel 
Blackstone at Miami as first cook.

From Miami Beach, Colby traveled on troop trains 
throughout the United States as mess steward. He 
was stationed at Lincoln and Ashland, Nebraska; 
Fort Logan, Colorado; Camp Kearns, Utah, and 
Camp Stoneman in California. On May 26, 1943, 
he sailed to Australia and saw service in the same 
type of work in British and Dutch New Guinea; 
Milne Bay, Buna, Nadzab, Lae, Hollandia and 
Finschhafen, New Guinea. He also served with the 
40th Squadron, 317th Troop Carrier Groups, 54th 
Troop Carrier wing of the 5th Air Force at Leyte 
and Luzon in the Philippines.

He returned to San Pedro, California, July 23,

1945, and was discharged at Fort Devens August 2.
Born at Amherst, New Hampshire, October 30, 

1902, Clift Colby is the son of Charles H. and the 
late Ella (Dunklee) Colby of Milford, and came to 
Milford to live in 1906, attending the Milford schools 
and graduating in 1921. He attended the University 
of New Hampshire, studying mechanical engineering. 
He was employed as postal clerk in the post office 
at Hartford, Connecticut, when he entered the Army, 
July 28, 1942, at Hartford.

★

T / S e r g e a n t  D o m i n i c  C o m o l l i  — Sergeant Comolli, 
who served as radio operator, ball turret gunner and 
photographer at various times during the war, had 
more than his share of hazardous experiences.

Dominic Comolli was born in Milford August 21, 
1916, son of Dorothy (Di Bartholomio) Comolli 
and the late Augustus Comolli, attended the Milford 
schools and married, in Nashua, New Hampshire, 
Miss Elizabeth Trow on July 14, 1945. He was work
ing for the New Westerly Granite Company when 
he entered the service at Manchester June 5, 1942.

He went to the Radio School in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, graduated as radio operator and mechanic 
and went to Fort Myers, Florida, for training as 
aerial gunner. His first setback came when after 
combat training at Columbia, South Carolina, he 
took off from San Francisco in a new B-25 bomber. 
Striking bad weather, the plane cracked up at 
Abilene, Texas. Late in July, 1943, he left for 
Honolulu, had engine trouble and dropped into the 
Pacific where he floated on a life raft for two days 
until picked up by a passing tanker.

He started in October, 1943, to fly combat missions 
in a B-25 from Dobodura, New Guinea, was a t Nad
zab, New Guinea, and Owi Island. In all he went 
on 52 missions, flying some 495 combat hours. While 
bombing the Philippine Islands, planes were knocked 
down on either side of him and his own plane struck 
a thunderhead, went down at the rate of 485 mph, 
and was wrecked, but he escaped injury.

Sergeant Comolli came home to get his discharge 
at Manchester, N. H., on October 13, 1945.
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DONALD I. CONDON RUDOLPH J. CONSIGLI GEORGE C. CONTI

T /4  D o n a l d  I r v i n g  C o n d o n  — Donald Condon is a 
Maine boy, born at Islesboro July 8, 1926, who came 
to Milford to live in 1942, his parents being Irving
D. and Dora (Staples) Condon of Milford. H e was 
working for the Abbott Machine Company in Wilton, 
New Hampshire, when he enlisted at Manchester, 
New Hampshire, on May 22, 1944. He reported at 
F ort Devens July 21, then proceeded to Camp Rob
erts in California for basic training.

Condon left San Francisco January 25, 1945, for 
the Philippines and was assigned at Lingayen Gulf 
to the 756th Field Artillery in which he was a 
cannoneer in the gun crew of Battery C, which went 
into action at Manila and Los Bonos. Following these 
actions he was assigned as cook to the unit, and 
shortly after transferred to the 227th Anti-Aircraft 
Artillery Battalion at San Fernando. He was also 
stationed at Baguio and Bataan.

Returning to Oakland, California, in August, 1946, 
he was sent to Fort Dix, New Jersey, for his discharge 
on August 20,1946.

★

C o r p o r a l  R u d o l p h  J o h n  C o n s i g l i  — Entering the 
Army on June 2, 1941, at Manchester, Corporal Con
sigli w ent the same day to Fort Devens, and from 
there to Camp Croft, South Carolina, where, on Sep
tember 18, 1941, he was discharged because he was 
over 28 years of age. He was in the 30th Infantry. 
On January 22, 1942, he again entered military 
service and went from Fort Devens to Camp E d
wards, Massachusetts, for basic training. He was 
made corporal on May 28, 1942.

On February 8, 1943, he sailed for North Africa, 
landing at Casablanca February 19. He was in the 
10th Replacement Battalion, and later was attached 
to the 2nd Base Post Office in Italy.

He was taken ill and returned to this country to 
the Woodrow Wilson Hospital in Stoughton, Virginia, 
on March 21, 1944. He received a medical discharge 
there on June 8, 1944.

Consigli is the son of Louis and Mary (Rossi) 
Consigli of Milford. He was born here March 21, 
1911, and attended local schools through the first 
year of high school. He was employed at the Rossi 
Brothers Granite Company when he entered the 
service.

★

S / S e r g e a n t  G e o r g e  C h a r l e s  C o n t i  — Army life 
began March 28, 1941, for George Conti, the son of 
Susan (Tomlinson) and the late Anthony P. Conti of 
Milford. He was born February 20, 1919, and edu
cated in Milford.

Among the first to enter the service, he was 
employed by the Langdell Lumber Company of Mil
ford until he left for Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for 
basic training. The next three years were spent at 
Camp Blanding, Florida, Camp Shelby, Mississippi, 
and a trip across the states to Camp Iron Mountain, 
California, returning east to start his overseas service 
March 25, 1944, with the 172nd Field Artillery 
Battalion, Battery C.

Via Swansea, Wales, he arrived a t Bishops Court, 
Dorchester, England, to prepare for D-Day. His 
turn came on D-plus 8 to land on Utah Beach, 
France, with the 7th Corps of the 1st Army. Fighting 
his hardest battles through Carentan on to Cher
bourg, he went forward to Germany, a t Aachen, and 
Vanweigan.

The Battle of the Bulge in December 1944 drew 
him back into Belgium and into hard fighting but 
after it was won he returned to Vanweigan, then 
pressed on across the Roer and Rhine rivers through 
Cologne to Nordhausen and he was there on V-E 
Day.

His untiling energy and leadership as Chief of 
Firing Battery during action from June 14, 1944, 
to February 28, 1945, won him the Bronze Star 
Medal. Returning to the United States October 4, 
he received his discharge October 21, 1945, at Camp 
Edwards, Massachusetts.
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CEDRIC R. COOLEY DONALD L. COONEY MORRIS L. COURAGE

T /5  C e d r i c  R u s s e l l  C o o l e y  — Cooley was a junior 
in the Milford High School when he enlisted Decem
ber 8, 1944, at Manchester and reported at Fort 
Devens for duty. He had basic training at Camp 
Wheeler in Georgia and via Fort George G. Meade 
in Maryland and Camp Patrick Henry in Virginia, 
he was ready for assignments in the European 
Theater early in May 1945, but due to the end of 
the war in that area he was transferred to the West 
Coast and shipped out May 31 from San Francisco 
to the Philippines.

Arriving at Leyte he was assigned to the 40th 
Infantry Division, stationed at Panay. He landed in 
Teku in Korea late in September and was transferred 
to the Military Government, saw active duty at 
Masan, Korea, and was with the 57th Military Gov
ernment and Headquarters Company, assigned to 
the Vehicle Dispatcher and Information Bureau. 
Later he served as a cook in the Military Govern
ment.

In September, 1946, he left Korea, arrived at Fort 
Laughton, Seattle, Washington, from where he was 
sent to Fort Dix in New Jersey for discharge on No
vember 25, 1946.

He was born in Antrim, New Hampshire, Septem
ber 2, 1926, son of Dennis W. and Eva (Marson) 
Cooley of Milford, and came to Milford to reside in 
1942.

2nd Engineers School Regiment at Fort Belvoir, Vir
ginia, and was graduated from the Officer’s Candi
date School there. Successively he was at Camp Lee 
for Army Supply Training; at Granite City, Illinois, 
in the Engineer Supply School; and at Bellmead 
Army Service Forces Depot as Engineer Maintenance 
Officer and Heavy Equipment Officer.

He set up and operated the 5th Echelon Shop for 
maintaining operating equipment and training per
sonnel for overseas duty, and was assigned to Port 
Johnson Terminal, New York Port of Embarkation, 
as assistant port engineer, supervising equipment in
spection, crating and loading for overseas.

He was promoted to first lieutenant January 20, 
1945, and in November was assigned to Officers’ 
Transport Detachment and made transport com
mander of the Army troopship SS Rockhill Victory. 
He made ten Atlantic crossings, carrying an average 
of fifteen hundred men each crossing to and from 
England, France and Germany. He was promoted to 
captain July 9, 1946, and placed on inactive duty 
September 26, 1946.

★

★

C a p t a i n  D o n a l d  L o r e n z o  C o o n e y  — Captain 
Cooney was born in Enfield, New Hampshire, son of 
Nettie (Hall) Cooney and the late John P. Cooney 
of that town. He graduated from Keene Teachers 
College in 1937, majoring in mechanic arts, attended 
summer school at the University of New Hampshire, 
and was teaching in Milford when he entered the 
service January 4, 1943. He married Florence Hutch
inson of Milford on June 15, 1942.

Cooney received basic training in the Air Corps 
at Miami Beach, Florida. He was transferred to the

P r i v a t e  M o r r is  L e o n  C o u r a g e  — Morris Courage 
was born in Milford on February 16, 1915. He is 
the son of the late James Courage and the late Mary 
Ann (Edm und) Courage of Milford.

After graduating from Milford High School in 
1933, he attended the University of New Hampshire 
for two years. He married Margaret Merrill of Mil
ford on August 11, 1939. He was employed at the 
Peoples Laundry when he enlisted in the Marine 
Corps.

Sworn in at Boston on July 7, 1944, he reported 
for active duty the same day and went to Parris 
Island, South Carolina, for training. He was taken 
ill on July 13, and was operated on for appendicitis.

He received a medical discharge on October 18, 
1944, at Parris Island.
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CHARLES B. CRAIG ANTHONY C. CRISAFULLI SEBASTIANO CRISAFULLI

C h a r l e s  B r a d f o r d  C r a i g , AMM 3 / c  — Charles 
Craig was born in Lincoln, Nebraska, July 31, 1926, 
son of Bradford and Sadie (Ryan) Craig. Coming 
east with his parents he attended schools in Wilton, 
Brookline and Lyndeboro, New Hampshire, before 
moving to Milford in 1940 and graduating from Mil
ford High School in 1944.

He was attending W entworth Institute in Boston 
when he was sworn into the Navy a t Manchester, 
New Hampshire, January 23, 1945. He had boot 
training at Sampson, New York, and w ent to Shoe
maker, California, to be based. He attended the 
Aviation Machinist’s Mate School at Crows Landing, 
California, and then w ent to Alameda, where he re
enlisted on June 28, 1946, for two years. Later he 
w ent to Hawaii for eight months with the Bomb 
Patrol Squadron No. 146, then w ent to San Diego 
for duty, where he re-enlisted and is now stationed.

★

T /4  A n t h o n y  C a r l  C r i s a f u l l i  — Crisafulli was one 
of the Milford boys who was seriously and painfully 
injured during the war, in the campaign on the Po 
River in Italy, and was hospitalized for several 
months, first in Italy, and later at the Cushing General 
Hospital in Framingham, Massachusetts. He was 
discharged there October 5, 1945, with the Purple 
H eart for wounds suffered in action. •

Crisafulli was born in Milford March 18, 1918, 
the son of Antonio and the late Josephine (Bagano) 
Crisafulli, attended the Milford schools and gradu
ated from the high school in Arlington, Massachu
setts, in 1937. He was working at the W hite Spot 
Roadside Stand in W oburn, Massachusetts, when he 
enlisted in Boston March 18, 1942.

After training at Fort Myer, Virginia, he was based 
in Washington, District of Columbia, on special guard 
duty for fourteen months. He then w ent to Fort 
Benning, Georgia. Via Fort Meade, Maryland, and

Charleston, South Carolina, he went to Italy with 
the 10th Mountain Infantry Division, Company L. 
From this time on Crisafulli saw action at Naples, 
was in the Battle of Cassino and the Battle of the Po 
River. While at Benedetto, on the Po, April 3, 1945, 
he suffered severe wounds in the head, left arm and 
chest, after which he was hospitalized.

He married Grace Thomas of Washington, D. C., 
on June 27, 1943.

★

T /5  S e b a s t i a n o  C r i s a f u l l i  — Sebastiano Crisafulli 
was another of the Milford boys who saw extended 
action in the Pacific. He served as a truck driver 
with the 483rd Anti-Aircraft Artillery, Air Wing 
Battalion.

He was born in Milford April 3, 1924, son of 
Antonio and the late Josephine (Bagano) Crisafulli 
of Milford and attended Milford schools. He was 
employed at the Abbott Machine Shop in Wilton at 
the time he entered service. He was sworn in at 
Manchester February 22, 1943. He was sent first to 
Fort Devens, then to Fort Bliss in Texas and, in 
November, 1943, to Marysville, California, for desert 
maneuvers.

After some months at San Luis Obispo, California, 
and Camp Cook, in the same state, he left June 16,
1944, for Hawaii with the Air Wing Battalion to 
which he had been attached. From Hawaii he went 
to Guadalcanal and on D plus 2 landed on Angaur, 
in the Palau Islands, where he was in action. The 
next move was to Ulithi Atoll where he was gar
risoned for some four months. Next he went to Saipan 
to prepare for the invasion of Iwo Jima, and took 
part in the action there beginning nine days later.

He landed at San Pedro, California, in December,
1945, and was discharged at Fort Devens January 1,
1946,
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WESLEY B. CROOKER PERCY L. CROW ELL JAMES R. CULLINAN

P f c . W e s l e y  B e n n e t t  C r o o k e r  — Private Crooker 
saw two full years of intense active service after his 
preliminary preparation at Fort Devens and Camp 
Edwards in Massachusetts, Camp Kearns in West 
Virginia, Fort Dix and Camp Kilmer in New Jersey. 
He entered the Army, March 9, 1943.

He left for England in the 150th Combat Engineers 
Battalion, December 21, 1943, and crossed to France 
with the 3rd Army on June 26, 1944, landing at 
Omaha Beach. After the break through at St. Lo 
he changed from the 20th to the 12th Corps. Moving 
south to Nancy, he was in the drive to Sarreguemines 
with the 4th Armored Division, but the Battle of the 
Bulge began and brought him back to Luxembourg. 
His unit made several assault river crossings on the 
Our River between Luxembourg and Germany, then 
pushed on to the lower Moselle River, cutting off 
enemy troops holding out in the Saar area.

There were many more assault crossings over the 
Rhine and Main Rivers after which Private Crooker 
went to Frankfurt, Vacha, Suhl, Hof and Weiden, 
Germany, then into Susice, Czechoslovakia, where 
he was on V-E Day. After some police duty in Straw- 
bing, Germany, he returned via Berlin and LeHavre, 
and was discharged at Fort Devens December 19, 
1945.

Private Crooker was born in Milford April 21, 
1924, son of Frank W. and Jeanne (Smith) Crooker 
of Milford, graduated from the high school in 1942 
and was working on a wheat ranch in Florence, Mon
tana, when he entered the service.

★

P f c . P e r c y  L i n s d a l e  C r o w e l l  — Born September 
20, 1903, at Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts, Percy 
Crowell lived in Milford with his uncle and aunt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Blanchard. His parents were the late 
James Crowell and the late Amelia (Gillis) Crowell.

Crowell attended trade school for six months in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and was employed in 
Milford at the W hite Mountain Freezer Company

when he entered the service. Sworn in September 8, 
1942, at Manchester, he reported for active duty at 
Fort Devens on September 22.

Sent to Camp Bowie, Texas, for basic training, he 
was placed in the supply section of the medical unit. 
His next station was the William Beaumont General 
Hospital at El Paso, Texas, and then he was sent to 
the 92nd General Hospital at Temple, Texas. He 
was promoted to private first class there.

On April 14, 1943, Crowell was discharged from 
military service at Temple, Texas, because he was 
over 38 years of age.

★

T /5  J a m e s  R a y  C u l l i n a n  — James Cullinan was 
attached to truck outfits which transported troops all 
over England and Scotland and refrigerator trucks 
that supplied our troops in the continental countries.

Born at Pine Valley, Milford, September 17, 1922, 
son of William F. and Katherine (Cooley) Cullinan 
of Pine Valley, he attended Milford schools and was 
employed at the Souhegan Mills in Wilton when the 
war broke out. Sworn in at Manchester on December 
12, 1942, he received his training at Fort Custer, 
Michigan, and at Fort Devens, before leaving for 
England on September 20, 1943, with the 3612th 
Quartermaster Company, a heavy truck company.

While in England he transported troops and equip
ment, after which his unit, known as the Flipper 
Fleet, was one of the first refrigerator truck outfits 
to land in Normandy. They hauled supplies from 
ships at Omaha Beach to the front until Cherbourg 
was taken and then worked out of that port. Later 
the outfit moved its headquarters to Paris and the 
trucks made trips to sections of France, Belgium, 
Holland and Germany.

Working later in Antwerp, Belgium, his company 
was awarded a citation from the City of Antwerp 
for operating successfully during a sixty day buzz 
bomb attack.

He came back to LeHavre, France, and was dis
charged at Fort Devens November 24, 1945.
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JOSEPH T. CULLINAN FREDERICK R. CURTIS CHARLES A. CUTTS

J o s e p h  T h o m a s  C u l l i n a n , F 1 /c  — In less than a 
year from the time he left Pine Valley, in Milford, 
where he was born December 6, 1919, Joseph 
Cullinan found himself deeply involved in the war 
in the Pacific. He had been sworn in at Manchester, 
October 19, 1944, had preliminary training at Samp
son, New York, and in January, 1945, was sent to 
Gulfport, Mississippi, to attend the Basic Engineer
ing and Diesel School, later taking advanced Diesel 
training at the Naval Training School in Cleveland, 
Ohio.

He left Treasure Island in San Francisco, Cali
fornia, aboard the USS San Saba, and w ent to Samar 
in the Philippines and was assigned to the 7th 
Amphibious Force aboard the LST 595, as fireman 
first class. He was in Manila Bay on V-J Day, 
engaged in transporting Army personnel to different 
sections of Luzon. On September 1 5 , 1945, he 
arrived in Tokyo Bay w ith occupation equipment 
and spent the next six months carrying troops and 
equipm ent from Yokohama to sections of Honshu, 
including Sendai, Shikama, W akayama and Kure, 
also O taru on Hokkaido. In February, 1946, the LST 
595 was included in a government lease to the 
Japanese merchant marine, and turned over to a 
Japanese crew. Later the same month Cullinan was 
assigned to the destroyer Piermont for shipment 
home. He arrived at Treasure Island March 15 and 
was discharged at Boston March 24, 1946.

Cullinan is the son of William F. and Katherine 
(Cooley) Cullinan of Pine Valley. He graduated 
from Milford High School in 1938 and on August 
31, 1940, married Cecile Bergeron of Milford.

★
T /5  F r e d e r i c k  R ic h a r d s o n  C u r t i s  —If the old 
saying is true that an Army fights best on a full 
stomach, then Frederick Curtis played a very im
portant role in many of the campaigns in Europe, 
for through mission after mission he was connected 
with the 495th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 
driving a ration supply truck, servicing five field 
kitchens.

Immediately upon landing at LeHavre in France 
on November 14, 1944, he saw action, his first com
bat mission being under the command of the 7th

Army with which he fought in France until they 
closed the Colmar pocket. Then his division, the 
12th Armored, called the Hellcat Division, was bor
rowed by General Patton of the 3rd Army and 
spearheaded his Army to the cities of Ludwigshafen, 
Speyer and Germershein. After reaching the Rhine 
River in the Saar Campaign they rejoined the 7th 
Army and crossed the Rhine on the Alexander M. 
Patch Bridge. In March and April of 1945 they 
spearheaded the 7th Army’s drive into the Bavarian 
Alps and early in May were on the border of Austria.

After the war ended Curtis was transferred to the 
Army of Occupation and remained in Germany until 
the first of January, 1946, after which he was sent 
back to the United States for hospitalization at Fort 
Devens. He was discharged there February 26.

Curtis was born in Milford January 8, 1921, the 
son of Edw ard and the late Velma (Maxwell) Curtis 
of Milford. He graduated from Milford High School 
in 1939, and was working at the French and Heald 
Furniture Company when he went to Manchester to 
be sworn in, October 8, 1942.

★
S e r g e a n t  C h a r l e s  A n d r e w  C u t t s  — The son of 
Charles A. and Roma (Hutchinson) Cutts, Charles 
Cutts was born in Milford October 29, 1923, and 
graduated from the high school in 1941. He attended 
the New England Aircraft School in Boston for some 
fifteen weeks, passed a civil service examination in 
airplane maintenance, and went to Rome Air Depot 
in New York to work on airplanes.

He entered the service at Manchester, New Hamp
shire, March 9, 1943, went to Fort Devens on March 
16, then to Miami Beach in Florida for training. He 
attended radio school in Scott Field, Illinois, gradu
ated and was sent to Camp Luna in New Mexico, as 
a radio mechanic.

His next assignment in January, 1944, was as radio 
operator at Morrison Field, West Palm Beach, Flor
ida, in a boat unit doing Air-Sea Rescue work. After 
a time he left for the Caribbean Sea and was sta- 
tionel on Exuma Island and Caicos Island for simi
lar work.

He returned in May, 1945, to Morrison Field 
where he worked as a clerk in the orderly room until 
discharged February 23, 1946.



A4ILF0 RD IN WORLD WAR II

ELW IN F. CUTTS ROBERT E. CUTTS GENNARO J. D’ANDREA

C a p t a i n  E l w i n  F i s h e r  C u t t s  — Milford’s most dis
tinguished Naval line officer is Captain Elwin F. 
Cutts, who retired from active duty November 1, 
1946, after four decades of Navy service. He now 
makes his home in Milford.

Born in Amherst on September 5, 1885, he is the 
son of Clara (Fisher) Cutts and the late Elber R. 
Cutts. He attended Milford schools, graduating from 
Milford High School in 1903. He attended D art
mouth College, then entered the Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, graduating in 1908. In February, 1911, 
he volunteered for submarine duty, and in May, 1912, 
became commanding officer of the submarine C-2. 
He later commanded the K -l until called to the Naval 
Academy as an instructor in 1914.

Commander Cutts commanded the submarine 
tender Savannah in European waters during World 
War I. In 1920 he was first lieutenant on the battle
ship Pennsylvania, then served as Submarine Officer 
at the Bureau of Navigation in Washington for two 
years. In August, 1923, he was in command of the 
USS Pigeon in the lower Yangtze river, China, then 
the USS Palos on the upper river. Returning to this 
country, he saw service at the Submarine Base in 
New London, Connecticut, served aboard the cruiser 
Memphis, attended the Naval W ar College a t New
port and, in 1934, became Chief of Staff of the Sub
marine Force. Beginning in Tune, 1936, he served 
on the W ar College staff for three years, then became 
commanding officer of the Pennsylvania.

In March, 1941, Captain Cutts became command
ing officer of the Submarine Base at New London, 
until January, 1944. In March, 1944, he became 
Senior Naval Adviser to the Argentine Naval W ar 
College. Returning to the United States in April, 
1946, he served on General Court Martial duty at the 
1st Naval District headquarters in Boston, then 
retired on November 1, 1946.

Mrs. Cutts is the former Elise Riles of Jacksonville, 
Florida. They were married on November 24, 1910.

★
C o m m a n d e r  R o b e r t  E l w i n  C u t t s  — Commander 
Cutts, son of a distinguished Milford Naval officer, 
Captain Elwin Cutts, and his wife, Elise (Riles) 
Cutts, was born at Annapolis, Maryland, February

6, 1915. He spent a year in the Milford grammar 
school in 1926 and attended public and private 
schools in this country, Hawaii, and China as he 
followed his father from one station to another.

He prepared at Severn School in Maryland for 
Annapolis and graduated there in 1938 as an ensign.

Cutts was stationed at Manila in the Philip
pine Islands when war was declared and was 
transferred to the submarine Sea Raven, based at 
Australia. He immediately saw action against the 
enemy in Philippine waters and made five long war 
patrols in the East Indian waters and China Sea 
during 1942.

He returned to California early in 1943 where his 
submarine was overhauled at Mare Island Navy Yard. 
He started off again in May as executive officer of 
a submarine and made four patrols off Japan proper 
and the Marshall Islands. In the spring of 1944 he 
returned to New London and was assigned to the 
new submarine Blower, and sailed back to the Pacific. 
He made two more patrols in the South China Sea 
and revisited Australia and on V-J Day was in Subic 
Bay, Philippine Islands.

Commander Cutts has the Silver Star Medal for 
outstanding service, the Army Distinguished Unit 
Badge and the Submarine Combat Insignia with 
seven stars.

He married Claire Millette of Montreal, Canada, 
at Vallejo, California, on March 27, 1943.

★

P f c . G e n n a r o  J o s e p h  D ’A n d r e a  — Born in Milford 
on July 9, 1916, Gennaro D’Andrea is the son of the 
late Vincent and the late Pasqualina (D ’Lorenzo) 
D’Andrea. He attended local schools through the 
second year of Milford High School.

On June 4, 1940, D’Andrea enlisted in the Marine 
Corps at Boston, and was sent to Parris Island, South 
Carolina, for boot training. He began combat train
ing in September, 1940, and did guard duty at 
Indian Head, Maryland, and in November, 1940, was 
doing guard duty at Dahlgren, Virginia. He was 
promoted to private first class there on June 7, 1941.

D’Andrea was honorably discharged for a  dis
ability on January 13, 1942, at Washington, D. C.
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DONALD D. DANIELS ROBERT

1 s t . L i e u t . D o n a l d  D a v id  D a n i e l s  — Daniels, a 
graduate of Milford High School in the class of 1941, 
attended Norwich University in Vermont for nearly 
a year and was employed by the Langdell Lumber 
Company, Milford, when he enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps. Sworn in a t Manchester, October 25, 1942, 
he reported to Fort Devens for active duty on January 
28, 1943.

He started his pilot training the following March 
at Butler College, Indianapolis, Indiana, receiving 
the balance in Texas at San Antonio, Coleman Field,
Perrin Field, and Pampa Air Field. After receiving 
his commission and wings at Pam pa on June 27, 1944. 
Daniels left the United States on Christmas, 1944, 
and flew via Iceland to Valley, Wales, where he was 
assigned to the 100th Group. His next stop was 
Thorpe-Abbotts, England, where he was based with 
the 418th Squadron. Some of his twenty-five bom b
ing missions took him to Ludwigshafen, Kiel Harbor, 
Regensberg, Merseburg and Berlin, Germany. After 
V-E Day his assignments included flying food to the 
people of Holland and transporting Allied prisoners 
of war from Regensberg to England.

Arriving back in the United States on October 20,
1945, Daniels was discharged on November 29 at 
Fort Devens. He is the son of Harris D. and Emma 
(Bianchi) Daniels of Milford. His wife, the former 
Frances Wool of Essex Junction, Vermont, was a 
United States Army Nurse when they met in Eng
land where they were married on July 14, 1945, at 
Thorpe-Abbotts.

★
S e r g e a n t  R o b e r t  B u r n s  D a v is  — Entering the 
Army on August 7, 1944, Davis was sent to Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, for basic training. In Janu
ary of 1945 he was assigned to Battery B, 779th Field 
Artillery Battalion, and in June, 1945, was sent to 
Camp Stoneman, California, ready for duty in the 
Pacific area. He left the same month and after a 
month in Canlubank, near Manila in the Philippine 
Islands, his outfit was assigned to the 14th Army 
Corps, 8th Army, which established a camp at San 
Jose in north central Luzon in preparation for the 
invasion of Japan.

In September, Davis was sent on detached service

. DAVIS DAVID H. DEANS

to the 29th Replacement Depot in Alabang where 
the former prisoners of the Japanese were cared for 
until their return to the United States.

He was transferred to the 7th Signal Company 
of the 7th Infantry Division, and sent to Inchon, 
Korea, on February 8, 1946, and then to Seoul, the 
capital of Korea. His outfit maintained communica
tions for the 7th Division which was occupying the 
northern half of the American Occupation zone.

In August, Sergeant Davis was sent back to the 
United States and discharged October 21, 1946.

Born in Manchester on May 18, 1920, he is the 
son of Ethel (Sulham) Coburn of Milford and the 
late William N. Davis. The family came to reside 
in Milford in 1931 and Davis graduated from Milford 
High School in 1938. He graduated from Wentworth 
Institute at Boston in 1940.

★

T /4  D a v id  H a r l e y  D e a n s  — Soon after graduating 
from Milford High School in 1944, Deans entered 
the Army, being sworn in August 7, at Manchester. 
He received his basic training in the Field Artillery 
at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. He was stationed 
briefly at Fort Benning, Georgia, before he went 
overseas in February, 1945. He saw action around 
Mannheim, Germany, and, after the end of hostilities 
in Europe, he was assigned to guarding German pris
oners. In July he was transferred to the operation 
of a rest camp for occupational troops in Eupen, 
Belgium.

Deans was then assigned to the 28th Infantry 
Division, 107th Field Artillery, and sent back to the 
United States prior to being shipped to the Pacific. 
During his recuperation furlough the Pacific war 
ended and the 28th Division became the National 
Guard unit for Pennsylvania.

He was later assigned to the 2nd Infantry Division 
15th Field Artillery at Camp Swift, Texas, and was 
sent to San Francisco, California, to participate in 
the Army Day Parade on April 6, 1946. He was dis
charged June 22nd at Fort Lewis, Washington.

Deans is the son of David and Annie (Riley) 
Deans of Milford and was born here on January 
26, 1926.
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RICHARD L. DEANS HENRY DESTROISMAISONS ERNANDO J. DeVITTORI

R ic h a r d  L o w e s  D e a n s , S e a m a n  1 /c  —The son of 
David and Annie (Riley) Deans of Milford, Deans 
was born on March 17, 1927. He attended Milford 
schools and received a W ar Diploma in 1945. On 
January 20, 1945, during his senior year, he enlisted 
in the Navy and was sent to the United States Naval 
Training Center at Sampson, New York, for boot 
training followed by sixteen weeks of Gunner’s Mate 
School at Great Lakes, Illinois.

After another sixteen weeks at the Naval Training 
Station for Destroyer Training in Norfolk, Virginia, 
he was assigned to the destroyer Perry. A shakedown 
cruise took him to Cuba, Pensacola, Florida, and back 
to Norfolk.

Deans was then assigned to the decommissioning 
of the USS Chicoahum (Aog 26) in Norfolk and also 
to the decommissioning of the aircraft carrier Lake 
Champlain in Newport News, Virginia. On July 28, 
1946, he was discharged in Boston.

C h i e f  J o s e p h  H e n r y  D e s t r o i s m a i s o n s  — As a chief 
machinist’s mate in the Coast Guard, Henry Des
troismaisons had charge of a watch in the engine 
room of the USS Aquarius which took part in six 
Pacific island invasions during 1944.

Born May 28, 1902, at La Patri, Quebec, he is the 
son of the late Joseph Destroismaisons and Mrs. 
Codelia Falardeau of Scotstown, Quebec. He lived 
in Lowell and attended grammar school there. He 
first enlisted in the Coast Guard in 1925 and during 
the next four years served as fireman, storekeeper, 
engineman, and machinist’s mate. On October 12, 
1940, he married Lena Hutchinson of Milford, and 
came here to live. He was employed as a cook by 
the Boston and Maine Railroad.

Re-enlisting in the Coast Guard on January 21, 
1942, Destroismaisons received his former rating, 
machinist’s mate first class. He was at Staten Island 
until August, 1943, when he went aboard the 
Aquarius and was promoted to chief machinist’s 
mate.

Beginning in September, 1943, he went through 
the Panama Canal to the W est Coast, then to Pearl 
Harbor, and back to San Diego, California, where 
he helped train Marines in amphibious tactics.

Early in January, 1944, he sailed for the invasion 
of Kwajalein, carrying amphibious troops to that 
island and successively, in the next ten months, to 
the invasions of Emirau, Saipan, Guam, Palau, and 
Leyte. He returned to the United States December 
15, 1944, for a 30 day furlough, then served on the 
Coast Guard Cutter Anemone until September 5,
1945. He was discharged at Boston on September 
22, 1945.

L i e u t e n a n t  E r n a n d o  J o s e p h  D e V i t t o r i  — Com
missioned an ensign in the Navy on March 24, 1943, 
DeVittori studied at the Harvard Naval Training 
School and at the South Boston Navy Yard special
izing in communications. In December, he went to 
Brooklyn, New York, for advanced training. He 
shipped out on the troopship SS Timothy Dwight, 
touching North Africa, Sicily and Italy and partici
pating in the Anzio invasion.

He was later assigned to the troopship SS Irwin 
MacDowell, going to the Azores, Casablanca and 
Rabat in French Morocco. His next ship was the 
USS Sturdy Beggar, in which he traveled to Africa, 
Sicily and Italy and later to the western ports of 
France and to England. On April 14, 1945, as 
liaison officer, he was assigned to the tanker USS 
W ar Bonnet.

In June, 1945, DeVittori was sent back to the- 
United States and assigned to the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel in Washington as Educational Service 
Officer. For a brief period he was stationed at the 
Separation Center at Great Lakes Naval Training 
Station and then at the Separation Center in Boston, 
as an Educational Service Officer. He was placed on 
inactive duty in the Officers’ Reserve, September 6,
1946.

Before he joined the Navy, DeVittori was teaching 
at the Somersworth High School. He married Bar
bara Dickey in Salem, New Hampshire, on August 
24, 1941. The son of Josephine (Rizzi) DeVittori 
and the late John DeVittori of Milford, he was born 
March 29, 1913. He graduated from Milford High 
School in 1931 and from the University of New 
Hampshire in 1935.
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RALPH T. DIRUBBO STEW ART V. DOUCET HARRY K. DRAPER

P f c . R a l p h  T h e o d o r e  D i r u b b o  — Ralph Dirubbo 
entered the Army October 5, 1943, and took his basic 
training at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, in the Field 
Artillery. A year later he sailed for New Guinea and 
in November, 1944, he was in Bougainville. He 
joined the 517th Field Artillery Battalion, Battery 
A, in January, 1945, for the invasion of Luzon in the 
Philippines, landing January 11.

After V-J Day, Dirubbo was assigned to the Army 
of Occupation in Tokyo, then going to Hachioji and 
to Yokohama.

He came back to the United States March 10, 1946, 
and was discharged at Fort Devens on March 18.

Born on July 17, 1925, he is the son of Joseph 
and Anna (D ue) Dirubbo. He attended Milford 
schools and was employed at the Abbott Machine 
Company in W ilton before he entered the service.

★

S g t . S t e w a r t  V e r n o n  D o u c e t  — As an airplane 
mechanic and later as crew chief servicing B-24 
bombing planes in the Middle East, Africa and Italy, 
Stewart Doucet earned the Distinguished Merit 
Badge and, w ith his unit, received a Presidential 
Citation.

He is the .son of Benjamin and Flora (Vernon) 
Doucet of Milford, born here May 11, 1916. He 
attended local schools, graduating from Milford High 
School in 1934. He attended school a t Center 
Strafford, New Hampshire, and the Hemphill Diesel 
School in Boston. He was employed at the Milford 
Motor Company when he enlisted.

Sworn in a t M anchester on September 23, 1940, 
he w ent to Selfridge Field in Michigan, then to 
Aeronautical University in Chicago, Mitchell Field 
on Long Island, Lakeland Army Air Base, Florida, 
and Fort Dix, New Jersey.

Going overseas July 16, 1942, he served, in the 
next two years, in Palestine, Fayid, Egypt; Tobruk,

Libya; Benina Main, Libya; Hurgla, Tunisia; Brin
disi, Manduria, and Leece, Italy.

Doucet returned to the United States in August, 
1944, and in September went to the Walker Army 
Air Base at Victoria, Kansas. He was discharged 
July 21, 1945, at Fort Devens.

On April 21, 1947, he married Anna M. Von 
Iderstine.

★

T / S g t . H a r r y  K e n n e t h  D r a p e r  — After completing 
basic and advanced training at the Aberdeen ProvingO O
Grounds, Maryland, Harry Draper became an in
structor in the Ordnance School at Aberdeen in the 
Tank Engine Rebuilding Department on January 2,
1944. In June he was transferred to the Signal Corps 
at Pine Camp, New York, and was assigned to the 
3133rd Signal Service Company which was to do 
secret work overseas. After seven months there, his 
outfit was ready for shipment to the Pacific but it 
was stopped en route to California and sent to Camp 
Patrick Henry, Virginia, to go to Italy instead.

On March 1, 1945, they sailed for Leghorn where 
they picked up their special vehicles and equipment 
and proceeded to Bologna. His outfit did repair work 
just behind the lines.

After V-E Day the outfit was deactivated and 
Draper was assigned to the 977th Signal Service 
Company on detached service as Power Chief at a 
radio teletype transmission station. He remained in 
this assignment until he was sent back to the United 
States and discharged March 3, 1946, at Fort Devens.

Draper is the son of Harry C. and Inez (Russell) 
Draper of Wilton. He was born there on December 
8, 1919. He graduated from Wilton High School in 
1937. Before he entered the service, June 13, 1943, 
he was with the Draper Chevrolet Company of Mil
ford.

He married Barbara Kendall of Milford June 28,
1941.
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RICHARD O. DUERSCHM IDT DUANE L. DUFRAINE EDWARD J. DUGRAY

C o r p o r a l  R i c h a r d  O s c a r  D u e r s c h m i d t  — Bom No
vember 18, 1913, in Milford and brought up here, 
Duerschmidt is the son of Oscar R. and Flora 
(Granz) Duerschmidt, now of Nashua. He was em
ployed at the Bath Iron Works in Bath, Maine, before 
he entered the service.

Sworn into the Army November 5, 1942, he re
ported for basic training in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
on November 19. He then attended the Buick-Pratt 
and Whitney Engine School in Flint, Michigan, for 
training on B-24 bombing planes. From March, 1943, 
to November, 1944, he was based at numerous air 
fields throughout the country. At Kelly Field, Texas, 
he was assigned to the 6th Engineer Overhaul Squad
ron, the first of its kind in the United States.

On November 14, 1944, he left California for the 
Pacific theatre with a brief stop in Finschhafen, New 
Guinea, and then to Hollandia and Biak where he 
was stationed for nine months. He was assigned first 
to the 4th Engineer Overhaul Squadron and then co 
the 13th Depot Repair Squadron, 13th Air Depot 
Group. His duties included aircraft welding and re
modeling a ship.

He landed at Yokohama, Japan, and was based 
there in November, 1945, until he was sent back to 
the United States. On February 10, 1946, he was 
discharged at Fort Devens.

★

1 s t . L i e u t . D u a n e  L o c k l i n  D u f r a i n e  — Enlisting 
in the Army Air Corps, Dufraine was sworn in De
cember 15, 1942, at Manchester. He did not go on 
active duty, however, until the following October 
when he reported to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for 
basic training. His air corps cadet course was started 
at Raleigh State College, North Carolina. He received 
his mechanical training at Shaw Field, South Caro
lina, and the balance of his training as pilot at Mont
gomery, Alabama, and Turner Field, Georgia, where 
he was commissioned a second lieutenant on May 23,

1945. His first assignment was to the airfield at 
Sebring, Florida. Later he was transferred to Colum
bus, Mississippi.

In July, 1946, Dufraine left the United States for 
Manila. It was in the Philippines that he received 
his promotion to first lieutenant on July 25, 1947.

Dufraine has remained in the service. He is the 
son of Ernest and Luna (Locklin) Dufraine of Wil
ton. Born in Concord on November 11, 1923, he 
became a resident of Milford in 1941. He and the 
former Livia Rocca of Milford were married on Feb
ruary 7, 1942. Prior to his enlistment Dufraine was 
in the employ of the Southwestern Transportation 
Company of Wilton.

★

T /5  E d w a r d  J o s e p h  D u G r a y  — Entering the service 
October 5, 1943, DuGray proceeded for basic train
ing to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and was placed 
in the Field Artillery. After two months at Fort Ord, 
California, he was sent to the Pacific in May, 1944, 
and was assigned to the 164th Field Artillery Bat
talion fit Oro Bay in New Guinea. He was later 
stationed in Finschhafen, New Guinea, Cape Glou
cester and Arwee, New Britain, and back to Cape 
Gloucester.

DuGray saw action on Luzon in the Philippines on 
D-Day, January 9, 1945, and spring and summer of 
1945 on Negros Island and on Panay Island in the 
Southern Philippines with the 143rd Field Artillery 
Battalion. On September 10 of the same year, he 
was sent to Korea, and thence home to be discharged 
November 28, 1945, at Fort Devens.

DuGray came to reside in Milford in 1930, marry
ing Laura Trafton of Milford on July 7, 1931. He was 
working for James P. Cassidy as a bus driver before 
he entered the service. The son of Donah and Han
nah (Hannon) DuGray of Keene, he was born there 
on December 21, 1908. He graduated from Keene 
High School in 1926.
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LEONARD A. DUNKLEE MALCOLM C. DUNKLEE EDWARD A. DWYER

C o r p o r a l  L e o n a r d  A l b e r t  D u n k l e e  — Dunklee is 
the son of W . C. Dunklee and Elizabeth (Dickey) 
Dunklee of Newmarket, New Hampshire, born in 
Milford on August 21, 1921. Part of his schooling 
was received here. He was working in Hannibal, 
Missouri, before he came to Milford to enlist on Jan
uary 10, 1940. On April 18, he sailed from New 
Orleans w ith H eadquarters and Service Company, 
11th Engineers Battalion (C ), for duty in the Canal 
Zone and Puerto Rico.

H e returned to Camp Crowder, Missouri, and, 
after American entrance into the war, he was trans
ferred for training to Fort Pierce, Florida. He was 
later assigned to the Headquarters Service Company 
for general supply work. W hile there he married 
Oralee Addison of Fort Pierce on June 10, 1944.

In  October, 1944, he was sent overseas, and after 
being stationed in England, took part in action in the 
Colmar Pocket, in the battle of Bitche in France, 
and in the Rhineland.

In July, 1945, he returned to the United States 
and was discharged at Fort Devens, August 3, 1945.

★

M a l c o l m  C h e s t e r  D u n c k l e e ,  S 1 /e  — Malcolm 
Dunklee was born in Nashua, New Hampshire, April 
13, 1927, son of Ralph and Mildred (Bales) Dunklee, 
and received a war diploma from Milford High School 
in 1945.

Sworn into the Navy on March J, 1945, Dunklee 
w ent to Sampson, New York, on April 13, for train
ing and was then transferred to the Naval Construc
tion Battalion and w ent to Davisville, Rhode Island, 
to receive training as a Seabee.

He was assigned as a truck driver and sent to 
Camp Parks, California, in transportation. Part of 
the next few months he was at Treasure Island in 
California, and at Farragut, Idaho. Transferred to 
Seattle, Washington, in January, 1946, he was as
signed to the destroyer-escort Paul G. Baker a t 
Bremerton, W ashington, on regular ship duty. In 
April he was transferred to the USS Gunason a t San 
Diego, California, leaving the Seabees for the regular

Navy. He served as seaman first class.
He received his discharge at Boston, Massachusetts, 

July 11, 1946.

★

E d w a r d  A l o y s iu s  D w y e r , MM 2 /c  — Dwyer enlist
ed in the Naval Construction Battalion in September 
30, 1943, with the rating of machinist’s mate third 
class. He reported at Camp Peary, Virginia, for boot 
training and was sent to Camp Holiday, Mississippi, 
for advanced training.

Assigned to the 127th United States Naval Con
struction Battalion at Camp Hueneme, California, 
he became an instructor in general machine shop 
practice and a repair mechanic of heavy equipment 
and machine tools. His duties also included responsi
bility as a leader of a machine-gun squad which 
maintained automatic weapons.

In March, 1944, Dwyer was shipped to Maui in 
the Hawaiian Islands for a six months tour of duty. 
He was then transferred to the 10th Naval Construc
tion Battalion attached to the 4th Marines. He saw 
action on Leyte and on Luzon in the Philippines.

Transferred back to the 127th Battalion, he was 
based at Mannikanni, in the Philippines. Later, with 
the 143rd Battalion he went into action on Okinawa. 
He experienced the typhoon in which he lost all his 
belongings. Returning to the Philippines he was 
based in Guian with his unit until he was sent back 
to the United States. On December 3, 1945, he was 
discharged.

Before his enlistment, Dwyer was employed by 
the Nashua Manufacturing Company as a main
tenance machinist.

Born in Brooklyn, New York, on November 9, 
1912, he is the son of Edward A. and Rose (Czymow- 
ski) Dwyer of North Weymouth, Massachusetts. He 
attended grade school and one year of trade school 
in Weymouth, continuing his education at night 
school of the Lowell Institute of Technology, study
ing mechanical engineering.

On February 22, 1941, he and Siiri Inez Salo of 
Milford were married in Providence, Rhode Island.
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L. PAUL ECKLUND ANDREW C. ELLIOTT, JR. GEORGE E. ELLIOTT

C a p t a i n  L e i f  P a u l  E c k l u n d  — The son of the late 
Oscar C. and the late Grace (Snell) Ecklund, Eck
lund was born June 21, 1915, at Wakefield, Rhode 
Island. He received his education in the schools of 
Dover, New Hampshire, the McIntosh Business 
College in Dover, and the New England Institute 
of Anatomy and Embalming in Boston. In 1936 he 
came to live in Milford, entering the employment of 
the Tucker Funeral Service. He married Hazel 
Pickett of Wilton in East Greenbush, New York, 
in 1937.

He was sworn in March 21, 1941. In Septem
ber, 1942, he went to Ordnance Officer Candidate 
School at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, and 
was commisssioned 2nd lieutenant October 31.

He went to England from Newport News, Vir
ginia, on September 5, 1943. From October, 1943, 
to August, 1944, he was stationed a t Warminster, 
Divises, Salisbury, and Wiltshire. At Wiltshire he 
was promoted to 1st lieutenant on June 15. He land
ed at Omaha Beach with the 269th Ordnance Bat
talion and was next stationed at the Ordnance Base 
Depot at Paris. While stationed a t Hoffstad, Bel
gium, he saw his first action on December 23, in the 
form of the buzz bomb attack on Antwerp.

On November 30, 1945, he arrived back in the 
United States at Newport News, and he was 
released from active duty December 4, 1945, at 
Fort Devens. He was promoted to captain on Janu
ary 5, 1946.

★
1 s t . L i e u t . A n d r e w  C h r i s t o p h e r  E l l i o t t , J r . — An 
early entrant into war service, Elliott enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps December 29, 1941. Reporting for 
active duty January 31, 1942, he was sent to Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, for basic training. In March he 
went to Biloxi, Mississippi, to air mechanic school, 
after which he was based at McDill Field, Florida, as 
flight line chief engineer on B-17s.

Elliott received pilot training and was commis
sioned a second lieutenant on July 28, 1943. While 
stationed at Greenwood, Mississippi, Elliott and the 
former Olive Miles of Amherst were married Octo
ber 29, 1943.

As a fighter pilot Elliott served thirteen months in

the Pacific, completing eighteen missions. During 
his tour of duty he participated in the air warfare 
over Iwo Jima and Japan. He received the Distin
guished Flying Cross and the Air Medal with four 
Oak Leaf Clusters.

Returning to the United States in October, he was 
released from active duty December 6, 1945.

The son of Andrew C. and Luella (Lovejoy) Elliott 
of Milford, Elliott was born August 7, 1919, at Wol
laston, Massachusetts, and came to Milford at the 
age of three months. He attended local schools, 
graduating from Milford High School in 1937. He 
attended the University of New Hampshire for two 
years and was the owner of the Ace Trucking Com
pany at the time of his enlistment.

★

G e o r g e  E d m o n d  E l l i o t t , MM 1 / c — The son of 
Guy M. Elliott and Eva (Bonnette) Elliott Griffin 
of Hudson, Elliott was born in Greenfield, New 
Hampshire, on June 1, 1916. He graduated from 
the Nashua High School in 1933. He came to Mil
ford in 1939 and was working at the Abbott 
Machine Company in Wilton when he enlisted in the 
Navy, October 7, 1942. He received his boot train
ing at Newport, Rhode Island, and in July, 1943, 
he was sent to Brooklyn, New York, to board 
the USS Rocky Mountain

In October his ship went to Norfolk, Virginia, for 
outfitting. Via the Panama Canal and San Diego, 
California, he went to Pearl Harbor on December 
21, and was in the invasion of Kwajalein in Sep
tember, 1944.

While on his way to Treasure Island, California, 
his ship, the SS Henry Bergh, was washed onto a 
reef and all aboard were forced to abandon ship, 
losing all personal belongings.

After going to small craft training school in San 
Pedro, California, in July, 1944, he boarded the 
attack transport, USS Arenae, and went to Guam. 
He went into the invasion of Okinawa on D plus 8 
Day and later was at Saipan and Ulithi in the Caro
line Islands. By way of Guam he returned to San 
Diego on October 12, 1945. After a furlough, he 
was discharged at Boston on December 29, 1945.
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CLINTON E. ELLSW ORTH EARL G. ELLSW ORTH CHARLES A. EMERY

C l i n t o n  E l m e r  E l l s w o r t h , B M 2 /c  —Having 
enlisted in the Navy on December 26, 1940, at 
Boston, Ellsworth received his boot training a t New
port, Rhode Island. He was at the Naval Air 
Station at Pearl Harbor on historic December 7, 1941.

After spending four months during 1943 a t Camp 
Parks, California, Ellsworth again returned to the 
Pacific where he saw action at Midway and then in 
the battle of the Marshall Islands.

Then followed in quick succession the invasions 
of Emirau Island in the St. M atthias group in March, 
Hollandia on April 22, and Guam on July 21. It was 
for his action at Guam that he was later awarded 
the Bronze Star Medal. In September he participated 
in the invasion of the Palau Islands and then in the 
invasion of the Philippines in October. The following 
January he was in the Battle for Luzon and in F eb
ruary, in the battle of Iwo Jima. Ellsworth saw his 
last action at Okinawa in April, 1945.

Returning to the United States, he arrived in Port
land, Oregon, July 28, 1945. His next assignment 
took him to Long Beach, California, where he was 
based until April, 1946, when he took part in the 
Atomic Bomb Test at Bikini. He returned to the San 
Diego Naval Training Center in October and was 
discharged on December 27, 1946, just six years and 
a day after enlisting.

The son of Oscar G. and the late Mabel (D urant) 
Ellsworth of Milford, he was born July 21, 1922, in 
Nashua. He attended Milford schools.

Ellsworth was killed in an automobile accident in 
Saudi Arabia on July 31, 1948.

★
T / 5  E a r l  G r a n v i l l e  E l l s w o r t h  — Having joined 
the National Guard November 6, 1939, Ellsworth 
was called for active duty with that organization on 
September 16, 1940. He reported to Concord on that 
date and ten days later was sent to Camp Hulen, 
Texas. Discharged from the National Guard Novem
ber 1, 1941, he enlisted in the Regular Army on 
November 21, reporting to Fort Devens.

From Devens, Ellsworth was sent to Fort Mon
mouth, New Jersey, where he served as instructor in 
motor transportation until his transfer to Camp 
Cooke, California, in March, 1942. Returning East

for maneuvers in Tennessee, he was then sent to 
Pine Camp, New York, and to Indiantown Gap, 
Pennsylvania, the following December.

He was hospitalized at the latter camp and then 
sent to the General Hospital a t Phoenixville, Penn
sylvania, in January, 1943, for a foot operation. After 
his recovery he was sent to Camp Pickett, Virginia, 
as a truck driver in a Signal Battalion.

From July, 1944, until January, 1945, he was 
successively based at Camp Crowder, Missouri; Camp 
Mackall and Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Keesler 
Field, Mississippi; and Fort Worth, San Antonio, 
Texas. A later transfer took him to Camp Fairground, 
California, where he was discharged from the service 
January 11, 1946.

Born April 20, 1911, Ellsworth is the son of Oscar
G. and the late Mabel (Durant) Ellsworth of Mil
ford.

★
S e r g e a n t  C h a r l e s  A l b e r t  E m e r y  — Enlisting in 
the service November 7, 1942, Emery first reported 
to Shreveport, Louisiana. At Dalhart, Texas, he was 
sent to Glider School for his basic training, and he 
later worked in the Headquarters File Section. In 
August, 1943, he was hospitalized until November. 
He was stationed at Dalhart until October, 1945, 
when he went to Pratt, Kansas, and then to Clovis 
Airfield, New Mexico.

W ith the 509th Composite Group, he was sent 
out on February 4, 1946, from Roswell, New Mexico, 
to Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall Islands to take 
part in the Bikini Atom Bomb Test in July.

On August 21 he returned to Roswell, New Mex
ico. He was successively stationed at Grenier Field, 
Manchester; Smoky Hill Airfield, Kansas; and Ham
ilton Field, California. He was discharged at Camp 
Beal, California, on January 26, 1947.

Emery was born September 1, 1918, at Peter
borough, the son of Olive (Blood) Emery Rafter 
and the late Walter Emery of Milford. He came to 
reside in Milford in 1921 and graduated from Mil
ford High School in 1936. He worked for the Cotton 
Belt Railroad at Texarkana, Arkansas-Texas, before 
his enlistment. He married Mildred Pearigen on 
November 12, 1945, at Dalhart, Texas.
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HOMER B. ENDERSON WILLIAM B. ESTES CHARLES E. ETHRIDGE

S e r g e a n t  H o m e r  B u r t o n  E n d e r s o n  — After being 
sworn in October 19, 1944, at Manchester, Enderson 
went to Fort Devens. From there he went to Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, to receive his basic training 
in the field artillery. He was hospitalized at Fort 
Bragg for three months, then he went to Fort Meade, 
Maryland, and on to Camp Stoneman, California.

On August 10, 1945, he left S an Francisco for the 
Philippines. He was stationed at Tacloban, Leyte, 
with the 5250th Truck Company and was later 
transferred to the 3742nd Truck Company. He was 
then sent to the 338th Ordnance Company as a dock 
dispatcher, his duty being to assign trucks to various 
ships.

Via Leyte and Manila, he left Luzon for the Unit
ed States, arriving in Oakland, California, September 
5, 1946. He received his discharge at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey, November 2, 1946.

Sergeant Enderson was born May 2, 1916, at Mil
ford, the son of John Enderson of Milford and 
Florence (Hall) Chandler of Candia, New Hamp
shire. He attended the Milford schools, grad
uating from the high school in 1935. He married 
Josephine Kustra of Hooksett, New Hampshire. 
W hen he entered the service, he was working as a 
truck driver for the Sand and Gravel Company, 
Manchester, New Hampshire.

★

S / S g t . W i l l i a m  B o o d l e  E s t e s  — Estes’ Army career 
started on January 29, 1944, when he was sworn in 
at Manchester. After reporting to Fort Devens, he 
was sent for basic training to Indiantown Gap, Penn
sylvania, where he was assigned to the 95th Division, 
379th Infantry, Company K.

The following August 9th, Estes sailed for England 
where he was based for a brief time at Winchester 
before landing at Omaha Beach, France, September 
1st. For the next three weeks he was a truck driver 
on the famous Red Ball Route. On October 20 he 
went into combat at the Moselle River, France, pro
ceeding to Metz, Maginot line to the Saar River, 
Saarlautern and the Siegfreid line. Later, action took

him through Schiefbahn, and Kreffeld near the 
Adolph Hitler bridge, Uerdingen, Hemmerdon, Dus- 
seldorf, Lippborg, Dinker, Hussen, Asseln, Borg- 
hofermark and Neuhaus. He was at Neuhaus on V-E 
Day. W ith the cessation of fighting in Europe, he 
was assigned to the care of displaced persons.

Estes returned from Europe on July 1, 1945. After 
a furlough he reported to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, 
for training for further duty in the Pacific. Because 
of the end of the war with Japan he remained in this 
country and was discharged February 28, 1946, at 
Fort Meade, Maryland.

A resident of Milford since 1937, Estes was em
ployed by the J. F. McElwain Company, Nashua, 
prior to entering the Army. Born September 21, 
1914, he is the son of William P. Estes of Orleans, 
Vermont, and Eliza (Boodle) Estes of Nashua, New 
Hampshire. He attended grade school at Bradford 
and Haverhill and high school at Lowell, Massachu
setts. On October 23, 1937, he was married to the 
former Edna LaPonsie of Milford.

★

P f c . C h a r l e s  E v e r e t t  E t h r i d g e  — Ethridge was 
born May 21, 1909, at Epsom, New Hampshire, the 
son of Ambrose C. Ethridge of North Chichester, 
New Hampshire, and the late E tta (Frost) Ethridge. 
After attending schools at North Chichester, he came 
to Milford to reside in 1923. W hen he entered the 
service, he was working for the French and Heald 
Company in Milford.

He was sworn in March 30, 1945, at Manchester, 
New Hampshire, reporting to Fort Devens the same 
day. After a few days there, he was assigned to Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, in the field artillery, R. T. C. 
He was later transferred to the Headquarters Bat
tery, Third Regiment. Part of the time he was in the 
supply room, and the remainder of the time he 
worked in the Officers’ Dining Room at Officers’ 
Mess.

He was discharged April 22, 1946, at Fort Devens.
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DONALD J. FALLON CEASAR R. FALSANI JOAN A. FALSANI

D o n a l d  J o s e p h  F a l l o n , S e a m a n  1 /c  —Fallon was 
born January 8, 1928, at Boston, Massachusetts, the 
son of Patrick A. and Florence (Reed) Fallon of 
Milford.

He came to Milford to reside in April, 1944, and 
was working for the Abbott Machine Company when 
he entered the Navy.

Sworn in February 12, 1945, he reported F eb 
ruary 19, at Sampson, New York, for his boot train
ing. In May, he was sent to Bainbridge, Maryland, 
to attend Signalman’s School; and after spending 
October at Shoemaker, California, he boarded the 
attack transport, USS Dawson. He w ent to Guam in 
November.

Seaman Fallon returned to the United States in 
February, 1946, and was assigned to ships’ company 
at the Fargo Building in Boston. He was discharged 
August 5, 1946.

★

T /4  C e a s a r  R o b e r t  F a l s a n i  — A native of Milford, 
Falsani was born April 10, 1923, the son of Ceasar 
and Aida (Rocca) Falsani of Milford. He attended 
the Milford schools and graduated from Milford 
High School in 1941.

He was a member of the National Guard 197th 
Coast Artillery, Battery A, from May 17 to Septem
ber 11, 1940. Before enlisting in the Army, he was 
employed by the Nashua Gummed and Coated 
Paper Company, Nashua, New Hampshire.

He was sworn in March 28, 1942, a t Manchester 
and reported to Fort Devens on April 18. He was 
sent to Fort McClellan, Alabama, for basic training 
and in July was stationed at Camp Edwards, Massa
chusetts, for one month.

On August 5, 1942, he left Staten Island, New 
York, for England and Northern Ireland. In Novem
ber he went to North Africa in the 591st Engineers 
Boat Regiment, 3rd Battalion, Headquarters Com
pany, and followed through into Italy, France, and 
Germany, participating in six major campaigns. The 
latter part of his service was in the 2759th Engineers 
Combat Battalion.

On August 6, 1945, he flew back to Miami, Flor
ida, by way of Africa and South America. He re
ceived his discharge September 13, 1945, at Fort 
Devens.

★

1 s t . L i e u t e n a n t  J o a n  A u r o r a  F a l s a n i  — Nurse 
Falsani, daughter of Ceasar and Aida (Rocca) 
Falsani of Milford, was born here June 24, 1920, and 
graduated from Milford High School in 1938.

She graduated from Memorial Hospital School of 
Nursing in 1941. She enlisted January 31, 1944.

Lieutenant Falsani received her Army indoctrina
tion at Mitchel Field, Long Island, New York, then 
went to Sioux City, Iowa, where she nursed the con
tagious wards for almost a year.

On June 13, 1945, she was sent to Kirkland Field, 
Army Air Base, at Albuquerque, New Mexico. She 
became first lieutenant there and was assistant head 
nurse until transferred to Amarillo, Texas, in Decem
ber, 1945. After a short illness there, she went to 
Lowry Field, Colorado, where she was discharged 
January 16, 1946.

She married Frank Edward Tafe, Jr., on July 17, 
1948.
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RENA M. FAUSTINI JOSEPH H. FAY, JR. PHILIP P. FELCH

P r i v a t e  R e n a  M a r i e  F a u s t in i  — The daughter of 
Giacomo and the late Mary Faustini of Milford, Rena 
Faustini was bom on December 2, 1900, at Palmer, 
Massachusetts, coming to Milford to live in 1905.

She attended local schools through the first year 
of high school. She was employed at the Hillsborough 
Mills in Pine Valley, Milford, when she enlisted in 
the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps, known as the 
WAAC.

After being sworn in at Manchester on April 25, 
1943, she reported for active duty May 10, 1943, at 
Fort Devens. After two months there, she went to 
the Edgewood Arsenal in Maryland for a month, 
serving as a nurse in the dispensary.

W hen the WAAC was changed to the W omen’s 
Army Corps, or WAC, Miss Faustini was honorably 
discharged on August 6, 1943, at the Edgewood 
Arsenal.

★

1 s t  S e r g e a n t  J o s e p h  H e n r y  F a y , J r . — Fay entered 
the Army at Fort Devens September 22, 1942, two 
weeks after being sworn in at Manchester, and took 
his basic training at Camp Bowie, Texas. He was 
assigned to the Medical Department there. On 
November first he went to Fort Bliss, Texas, then 
to Temple, Texas, where he joined the 297th General 
Hospital.

In June of 1943 he was launched on a very 
different career, attending Texas Agricultural and 
Mechanical College to study Civil Engineering. 
Upon finishing the course, he was assigned in March, 
1944, to the 1264th Engineer’s Combat Battalion at 
Camp Bowie, Texas. On October 12, 1944, he 
sailed for England and France and joined the First 
Army at Spa, Belgium, December 27. He saw action 
in Monchau, Bonn and Godesberg in Germany, and 
finally celebrated V-E Day in Eisenach. He was 
later stationed in Goettingen, Germany, on occupa

tional duty. In September, 1945, Fay went to 
Frankfurt and was sent back to the United States, 
arriving December 11. He was discharged February 
2, 1946, at Fort Devens.

Before he entered the service, Fay was working for 
the Improved Paper Machinery Corporation in 
Nashua. He is the son of Dr. Joseph H. Fay and 
Alice (M aher) Fay of Melrose, Massachusetts, and 
was born there on December 13, 1920. He graduated 
from Melrose High School in 1938 and after a year at 
Northeastern University in Boston he came to reside 
in Milford. In 1942 he married Helen Gautreau of 
Milford.

★

P h i l i p  P r e s t o n  F e l c h , S C 3 /c  —Son of Elmer T. 
Felch of Wilton and the late Mattie (Osgood) Felch, 
Philip Felch was born July 29, 1918, in Nashua. He 
attended Milford schools, and before entering the 
service was employed at the Merrimack Farmers’ Ex
change in Milford. He married Rita Martin of Wilton 
on September 16, 1939.

On November 9, 1943, Felch was sworn into the 
Navy and a week later reported for boot training 
at Newport, Rhode Island. He attended the Cooks 
and Bakers School at Noroton Heights, Connecticut. 
After amphibious training at Bradford, Virginia, he 
was assigned to the refrigerator ship USS Saturn 
as ship’s cook. A shake-down cruise took him to Ber
muda and Puerto Rico.

Following another trip to Bermuda and Puerto 
Rico, the ship went to Oran, North Africa, with 
supplies, and to Toulon and Marseille, France, dur
ing the action there.

Returning to New York, the Saturn took supplies 
to Argentia, Newfoundland, and Reykjavik, Iceland. 
The next trip took the ship to Africa, and there fol
lowed several more trips to Iceland.

Felch was discharged October 13, 1945, at Boston.
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W ILLIAM  FERGUSON JAMES J. FERNS ALFRED W. FISKE

L i e u t , ( j .g . )  W i l l i a m  F e r g u s o n , 3 r d — Entering 
the Navy as an ensign November 15, 1943, Ferguson 
received training at Princeton University and at Fort 
Schuyler, New York, before going to destroyer school 
at Norfolk, Virginia.

He then spent eleven weeks at Mine W arfare 
School at Yorktown, Virginia, and was assigned to 
duty aboard the USS Hamilton, a high speed 
destroyer-minesweep. He participated in the initial 
minesweeping at Lingayen Gulf, Philippine Islands, 
for three days before D-Day, January 9, 1945.

After convoy work, he took part in a similar opera
tion at Iwo Jima, doing minesweeping work before 
the invasion, February 19, 1945, and picket and 
convoy duty afterwards. At Iwo, his ship rescued the 
crew of a burning destroyer. E n route from Iwo 
Jima to San Francisco, his ship rescued the crew of 
a B-29 forced down at sea. After re-conditioning 
a t San Francisco, the Hamilton did experimental 
work on the W est Coast.

Ferguson is the son of Grace (Arnzen) and W il
liam Ferguson, Jr., and was bom  April 12, 1919, 
at Fall River, Massachusetts. He graduated from 
Durfee High School in that city in 1937, and from 
M iddlebury College, Vermont, in 1941. On October 
4, 1941, he married Helen G. Rotch of Milford, and 
has made his home here since March, 1943.

★

P f c . J a m e s  J o h n  F e r n s  — Sworn into the Army on 
February 5, 1944, Fem s was sent to Fort McLellan, 
Alabama, for basic training in the infantry. In August 
he was assigned to the 554th Signal Corps at Fort 
Jackson, South Carolina. Then he was transferred 
to the 90th Signal Operations Battalion a t Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi, and then to Keesler Field, Mis
sissippi, as an armorer in the Air Force.

After Military Police School at Buckley Field, 
Colorado, Ferns was assigned to Mitchel Field, New 
York, on Military Police duty until he was discharged 
December 3, 1945.

Born on November 9, 1907, in Glasgow, Scotland, 
he is the son of Edward and the late Anne (McGrail) 
Ferns of Glasgow. He received his education in a 
parochial school in Glasgow. He came to reside in 
Milford in 1925 and married Camile Orso of Milford 
on October 18, 1936. He was working for the Beth
lehem Steel Corporation in Hingham, Massachusetts, 
before he entered the service.

★

T /5  A l f r e d  W i l l i a m  F is k e  — A lifelong resident of 
Milford, Fiske was born on May 19, 1920, the son 
of Clarence A. and Alice (Evans) Fiske. He attended 
Milford schools and was working for Milford Textile 
Corporation before he enlisted in the National Guard 
on July 29, 1940.

He reported at Concord for active duty in the 
Army on September 16, 1940, and proceeded to 
Camp Hulen, Texas, where he was attached to the 
197th Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft). In October, 
Fiske was transferred to the Cooks and Bakers School 
at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. After returning to Camp 
Hulen and maneuvers in Louisiana, he was sent to 
Camp Dix, New Jersey, on detached service.

On February 18, 1942, he sailed for Australia and 
was stationed at Perth and in Townsville where he 
was assigned to the 237th Anti-Aircraft Artillery 
(Searchlight) Battalion as a driver of a truck carry
ing supplies. He saw action at Milne Bay, New 
Guinea, in August, 1943, and later a t Finschhafen 
where he became cook in the unit.

On the way to the Philippine Islands his ship was 
torpedoed. Though he lost all his personal belong
ings, no men were lost and they arrived a t their 
destination December 6, 1944. He saw action in 
the Philippines, and then was hospitalized until he 
returned home. Fiske was discharged at Fort Devens 
July 6, 1945.
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BRUCE P. FITCH  DONALD J. FITZ IRVING D. FITZ

B r u c e  P a d d o c k  F i t c h , MM 2 /c  — Serving aboard 
a destroyer and later aboard an attack transport, 
Bruce Fitch saw action in six Pacific campaigns.

The son of Guy and Faith (Paddock) Fitch, he 
was bom October 3, 1921, at Willimansett, Massa
chusetts, and came to Milford the next year. He 
attended local schools, and was at the Civilian Con
servation Corps camp at Pierce Bridge, New Hamp
shire, for six months. He enlisted in the Navy at 
Manchester on October 9, 1939.

After preliminary training a t Newport, Rhode 
Island, he served aboard the battleship Arkansas, 
then on the Brooks, a destroyer, serving as a fireman. 
January 8, 1941, he went aboard the USS Brazos, a 
tanker, and was on that ship when America entered 
the war.

Assigned to the destroyer Pringle on September 
15, 1942, Fitch sailed for the South Pacific where 
he took part in the actions at Vella Lavella, Bou
gainville, New Georgia and Kolombangara before 
returning to San Francisco a year and a half later, 
February 22, 1944, for a furlough. He had become 
machinist’s mate third class on January 1, 1944. He 
married Edna Dodson of Claysburg, Pennsylvania, 
on February 25, 1944.

After several months’ duty on the W est Coast, 
including attack transport school, he was assigned 
to the USS Berrien, an attack transport, and sailed 
again for Pacific duty. He was in the invasion of 
Iwo Jima for 10 days, beginning February 19, 1945, 
and was in the Okinawa invasion for 14 days, be
ginning April 1, 1945. The ship returned to San 
Francisco on July 23, but sailed again shortly after 
the end of the war, transporting occupation troops 
from the Marshall and Caroline Islands to Japan. 
Fitch returned to San Francisco in October, and 
was discharged at Shoemaker, California, on No
vember 3, 1945, as machinist’s mate second class.

★
D o n a l d  J o s ia h  F i t z , C o o k  2 / c  —Reporting at 
Sheepshead Bay, New York, Donald Fitz began his 
boot training August 29, 1944, in the Merchant 
Marine. He attended Cooks and Bakers School, 
graduating as cook second class in February, 1945.

After reporting at Miami, Florida, he was sent by

plane to Cristobal, Panama. There he was assigned 
to the SS Cedar Mountain on which he left for 
Guam as cook on March 9, 1945.

Returning to San Francisco, May 8, he spent a 
month of inactive duty and then reported to Boston 
on June 25. He was next assigned to the SS Ward 
Hunt on which he made a trip to Antwerp, Belgium. 
He returned to Boston on July 30, 1945, and was 
released from active duty.

Fitz was born on June 19, 1928, at Milton, Massa
chusetts, the son of Irving S. and Muriel (Malone) 
Fitz of Milford. He came to Milford to reside in 
1936 and attended the Milford schools. Before enter
ing the Merchant Marine, he had been employed by 
the Peoples Laundry.

★
C o r p o r a l  I r v in g  D e x t e r  F i t z  — Enlisting in the 
Marine Corps Reserve on March 11, 1942, Fitz was 
sent to Parris Island, South Carolina, for boot train
ing. After a month of ordnance work at Quantico, 
Virginia, he took further training in aviation gunnery 
in Jacksonville, Florida. He reported briefly for duty 
in various camps in California before being shipped 
to New Caledonia January 7, 1943.

He was later stationed in the New Hebrides Islands 
and then based in Guadalcanal for five months. In 
aviation ordnance as a reserve gunner, he went on 
bombing missions over Munda and Bougainville with 
the 1st Marine Air Wing.

He returned to the New Hebrides for four months 
and then in January, 1944, was sent back to the 
United States. After a furlough, he attended Bomb 
Sight School in Jacksonville, Florida, and Aviation 
Instrument School in Eltoro, California. On March 
13, 1946, he was discharged at Camp Miramar, Cal
ifornia.

Corporal Fitz is the son of Irving and Muriel 
(Malone) Fitz, and he was born in East Milton, 
Massachusetts, on February 27, 1924. He attended 
school in Mont Vernon, New Hampshire, and in Mil
ford where the family came to reside. He was 
employed by the Hillsborough Mills, Milford, before 
he entered the service.

On July 8, 1944, he married Ila Tull of Lakeland, 
Florida.
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ROBERT G. FITZ CHARLES J. FITZGERALD FRANK L. FLETCHER

P f c . R o b e r t  G o r d o n  F i t z  — The son of Irving S. 
and Muriel (Malone) Fitz of Milford, Robert Fitz 
was born September 16, 1926, a t Milton, Massachu
setts. He attended the first four grades of school in 
Mont Vernon, New Hampshire, before coming to 
Milford to reside in 1936. He then attended schools 
here. He was employed by Oliver Carleton, Truck
ing, when he enlisted in the Marines.

Swgrn in October 22, 1943, at Manchester, he 
reported for active duty in the Marine Corps at 
Parris Island, South Carolina, November 16th. There 
he received his boot training. After a short time at 
New River, North Carolina, he w ent to Camp Elliott, 
California.

On May 12, 1944, he left the United States in the 
57th Replacement Battalion, 5th Amphibious Corps, 
for New Caledonia. After three weeks there, he was 
sent to Guadalcanal in the 11th Marines, 1st Divi
sion, as fire control man in a 90 millimeter anti
aircraft Battalion, 3rd Amphibious Corps.

Later he was transferred again to the 6155th How
itzer Battalion, a newly formed outfit, w ith which 
he w ent into the invasion of Okinawa on L-Day. He 
took part in severe action there as a machine gunner. 
He was hospitalized and sent to Guam during July, 
1945. Later he was assigned to the 50th Marines, 
6th Division, and sent to Tsingtoa, China, to assist 
in disarming the Japs after. V-J Day. He arrived in 
the United States April 9, 1946, and was discharged 
at Bainbridge, Maryland, April 18, 1946.

★

P r i v a t e  C h a r l e s  J o s e p h  F i t z g e r a l d  — Charles 
Fitzgerald is the son of the late Edw ard J. and the 
late Emma (Schmidt) Fitzgerald of Wilton. He 
was born there November 28, 1916, and attended 
W ilton schools, graduating from the high school in
1935.

He came to Milford to live with his brother in
1936. He was employed at the Hillsborough Mills 
in Pine Valley, Milford, when he entered the Army. 
Sworn in November 25, 1942, at Manchester, he 
reported at Fort Devens for active duty on December 
9, 1942.

After undergoing an operation at Fort Devens, 
he was sent to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for basic 
training. He was assigned to duty with the Coast 
Artillery, and then transferred to Battery C, 402nd 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery (Gun) Battalion, a t Ports
mouth, Virginia.

In April, 1943, Fitzgerald went to Camp Pendle
ton, Virginia. He was hospitalized again in De
cember, 1943, at Fort Story, Virginia, and was dis
charged March 18, 1944.

★

L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  F r a n k  L a w r e n c e  F l e t c h e r  
-  It was on May 1, 1942, that Dr. Fletcher enlisted 
in the Army. He had served Milford for eight years 
as a physician. He was given rank of major and 
assigned to Grenier Field in Manchester. After four 
months there he was sent to Fort Dix, New Jersey, 
for another brief term.

He then went to Gowen Field at Boise, Idaho, 
where he saw two years service. He had adminis
trative duties during his time there. After the two 
years at Boise he was stationed at the airbase at 
Lincoln, Nebraska, where his ability and experience 
again gave him administrative duties. He was re
leased in 1945.

Dr. Fletcher is the son of Dr. Frank C. Fletcher 
and the late Katie (Schermerhorn) Fletcher of 
Gaysville, Vermont. He was born August 7, 1901, 
at Roxbury, Vermont. After graduation from medi
cal college and some years of practice he came to 
Milford in November of 1934.
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CHARLES FORSYTH ROBERT FORSYTH LESTER P FOSTER

P f c . C h a r l e s  F o r s y t h  — After serving in the Coast 
Artillery, Charles Forsyth worked in the metal mines 
at Butte, Montana.

The son of Thomas and Jessie (Newbold) Forsyth 
of Milford, he was born March 22, 1913, at Dal- 
beatte, Scotland, and came to Milford in 1920. He 
attended Milford schools through the first year of 
high school, and was employed at the Abbott Ma
chine Company in Wilton when he entered the 
Army.

Sworn in April 30, 1942, at Manchester, Forsyth 
reported for active duty the same day a t Fort 
Devens, then went to Fort Eustis, Virginia, for basic 
training. He was assigned to the 514th Coast 
Artillery, then went to Camp Davis, North Carolina, 
in July, 1942. He went to Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, 
on October 25, 1942. While there, he was detached 
from active duty and worked in the metal mines at 
Butte, Montana.

He received his discharge from the service June 
13, 1945, at Butte, from Fort Douglas, Utah.

★
P f c . R o b e r t  F o r s y t h  — During his overseas service 
in Europe, Robert Forsyth took part in the Naples- 
Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern France-Rhineland 
and Central European campaigns.

The son of Thomas and Jessie (Newbold) Forsyth 
of Milford, he was born at Dalbeatte, Scotland, on 
November 19, 1911, and came to Milford in 1920. 
He attended local schools, and was employed on a 
farm when he entered the Army.

Sworn in March 24, 1941, at Manchester, he was 
trained in the 172nd Field Artillery Battalion as a 
cannoneer at Camp Blanding, Florida. He was dis
charged there October 2, 1941, for being over 28 
years of age.

Re-entering the service January 20, 1942, he 
trained at Camp Blanding, Florida, in the field ar
tillery until he was sent to Fort Sheridan, Illinois, 
where he was placed in the 1179th Military Police.

Leaving this country August 21, 1943, Forsyth 
went to Tunis, then to Oran, North Africa. He went 
to Italy and on June 11, 1944, went to Marseille, 
France, where he transported cooks in the vicinity 
of the Seine.

He went on to Saarbrucken, then across the Rhine 
through central Germany, and was at Heidelberg 
on V-E Day. He was at Buchen, Germany, for three 
months, then left LeHavre for the United States, 
where he was discharged September 28, 1945, at 
Fort Devens.

★
S / S e r g e a n t  L e s t e r  P u t n a m  F o s t e r  — Entering the 
Army March 9, 1943, Staff Sergeant Foster received 
his basic training at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, and 
was assigned to the 295th Engineer Battalion in sup
ply work. His training took him next to Shreveport, 
Louisiana, and then to Los Angeles, California.

Returning to New York, he left for England On 
January 17, 1944, in the Headquarters and Service 
Company of the battalion. He was stationed at Tide- 
worth, England, until he landed on Omaha Beach 
June 18 (D  plus 12) where he helped take and re
construct three sets of locks on the Bire River. His 
battalion also cleared roads of mines and opened up 
St. Lo for traffic. They worked through France 
building bridges across the Seine at Mezziers and 
then went through Belgium to Holland, bivouacking 
at Heerlen during September and October.

On October 24, 1944, he went to the front lines 
for eighteen days at Wurselen with the XIX Corps 
of the 1st Army. He went next with the 9th Army 
to Alsdorf to prepare for the Roer River crossing, 
but the Germans broke through on December 16th, 
and the Battle of the Bulge began. He helped de
fend the west bank of the Roer River in the Hurtgen 
Forest and on February 22, 1945, returned to Alsdorf 
for the assault across the Roer. In 36 hours the 
battalion had a bridge across at Schophoven, Ger
many. Their next achievement was to build the 
Truman Bridge across the Elbe.

Sergeant Foster was at Barby on V-E Day, and 
on June 4, 1945, went to Le Havre, Fiance', where 
his unit built Camp Phillip Morris, a  deployment 
center. He received his discharge at Fort Devens on 
December 1, 1945.

Born August 13, 1923, at Milford, Foster is the 
son of George R. and Eula (Putnam) Foster. He 
attended Milford schools, graduating from the high 
school in 1941.
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ROYAL R. FOSTER GEORGE ARTHUR FOURNIER ROGER T. FRADETTE

S / S g t . R o y a l  R iv e s  F o s t e r  — As supply clerk of an 
anti-aircraft battalion, Staff Sergeant Foster went 
overseas to Australia, then was in New Guinea and 
the Philippines before returning to the United 
States.

The son of George R. and Eula (Putnam ) Foster, 
he was bom  March 21, 1922, at Milford. After grad
uating from Milford High School in 1940, he attend
ed Nashua Business College, then took Civil Service 
examinations. He was employed in the disbursing 
office at the Portsmouth Navy Yard when he entered 
the Army.

He was sworn in December 29, 1942, at Manches
ter and early in January he went from Fort Devens 
to Camp Stewart, Georgia, for basic training.

While there, Sergeant Foster received assignment 
to the 472nd Anti-Aircraft Artillery (Automatic 
W eapons) Battalion, as clerk in the supply office.

Sailing from San Francisco August 27, 1943, heO O
w ent to Townsville, Australia.

On December 24, 1943, this outfit went to Lae, 
New Guinea, then went by truck to Nadzab, 30 miles 
into the jungle. Foster flew to Finschhafen, New 
Guinea, on November 23, 1944, then on March 
25, 1945, went to Clark Field, 60 miles north of 
Manila. He was made staff sergeant at Porac on 
April 12, 1945.

Returning to San Francisco on December 30, 
1945, he was taken ill and spent a month a t the 
Camp Stoneman hospital. He returned to Fort 
Devens to be discharged on February 9, 1946.

★
P f c . G e o r g e  A r t h u r  F o u r n i e r  — On March 3 ,  
1944, at Fort Devens, Massachusetts, Fournier be
came a member of the armed forces and was sent to 
Camp Wheeler, Georgia, for basic training. He 
joined the 86th Division, 343rd Infantry, Company 
L, at Camp Livingston, California, on September 3, 
and later went to Camp Cooke, California. He re
ceived amphibious training at Camp San Luis 
Obispo, also in California.

He left the United States on February 19, 1945, 
for the European Theater and arrived at LeHavre, 
France, on March 3, 1945. He proceeded to Ossen- 
dorf and Cologne, Germany, and advanced through

Germany in the northern war zone. He arrived back 
in this country on June 17, 1945, and after a furlough, 
went to Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, to train for the 
Pacific Theater.

Via Camp Stoneman, California, on August 29, 
he was sent to Batangas, Luzon, in the Philippine 
Islands. After a brief stop there, he went to Marika, 
seven miles from Manila. On February 7, 1946, he 
was transferred to San Fernando, La Union; and 
O’Donnell Airstrip, Tarlac Province, after which he 
returned to Marika.

He arrived back at Camp Stoneman, California, 
on May 5, 1946, and was discharged May 13, 1946, 
at Fort Devens.

He was born December 18, 1925, at Bedford, 
New Hampshire, the son of Amedee J. and Ade
laide (LeLand) Fournier of Milford. He came to 
Mont Vernon, New Hampshire, to reside and 
attended grammar school there, receiving his last 
three years at Milford. Fournier was employed by 
the Hillsborough Mills when he entered the service.

★
C o x s w a i n  R o g e r  J o s e p h  F r a d e t t e  — The son of 
Albert and Emma (Fradette) Fradette of Milford, 
Fradette was born April 19, 1926, in Bedford, New 
Hampshire. He received his elementary schooling 
in Manchester, New Hampshire, and the remainder 
in Milford when the family came to reside here in 
1939. Before he enlisted, Fradette was working at 
the Abbott Machine Company in Wilton.

After being sworn into the Naval Construction 
Battalion on July 1, 1943, he reported for boot train
ing at Camp Peary, Virginia. He was later stationed 
at the Receiving Barracks at Davisville, Rhode Is
land, until he sailed from San Francisco on December 
6, with Company C, Platoon 4, Battery 115.

He was sent to New Guinea and then took part 
in the invasion of the Philippine Islands, first in 
January, 1945, of Lingayen Gulf and then of Luzon. 
His battalion was the first Seabee outfit to land. In 
January, 1946, he was in Guam for a short time after 
which he was sent back to the United States where 
he received his discharge on March 8, 1946, at 
Boston.
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FREDERICK R. FRASER GEORGE A. FRASER CLARENCE C. FROST

F r e d e r i c k  R o n a l d  F r a s e r , RdM 1 /c  — Fraser en
listed in the Navy October 23, 1942, reporting to 
Newport, Rhode Island, for boot training. He took 
further training in the Radar School at Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. In January, 1943, he was assigned 
as a radarman to the aircraft carrier Independence, 
“The Mighty I” which was being commissioned in 
the Philadelphia Navy Yard. After a shakedown 
cruise to Trinidad in June, their first action was an 
attack on Marcus Island in September followed by 
several weeks of attacks on Wake Island, Rabaul and 
Tarawa. At the latter place the ship was subjected 
to very heavy air attacks, and was hit on the starboard 
quarter by an aerial torpedo, and the carrier was 
guided to Ellice Island and finally to Hunter’s Point, 
California, for repairs.

By July, 1944, they were ready to return to the 
Pacific for night raids on Palau, Mindanao, Nansei 
Shoto, Formosa and Luzon. In October they took 
part in the second battle of the Philippine Sea, and 
in November, added their aerial support to the Phil
ippine Campaign. They assisted in landing operations 
on Luzon in January, i945, and prepared for the in
vasion of Okinawa. Their last massive raids were 
unleashed at the Japanese homeland, ending when 
they entered Tokyo Bay on September 16th.

Fraser was sent back to the United States and 
discharged on October 23, 1945. Before he enlisted, 
Fraser was employed as a shipping clerk at the 
Abbott W orsted Mills in Wilton. He was a lifelong 
resident of Milford up until that time, having been 
born here on December 8, 1918. He graduated from 
Milford High School in 1937. He is the son of Sam
uel Fraser and the late Josephine (M artin) Fraser.

★

G e o r g e  A l b e r t  F r a s e r , CM 1 /c  — As a carpenter’s 
mate with the famous Seabees, George Fraser went 
to Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands with the 607th 
Naval Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit. He 
was there from May, 1945, to January 19, 1946.

W hen the fighting ended at Kwajalein only six

trees were left standing. The Seabees made the base 
livable, however, and built airstrips and officers’ 
quarters. Fraser was promoted to carpenters mate 
first class on November 1, 1945, while there.

Returning to San Francisco, Fraser went to Boston 
where he was discharged February 14, 1946. He 
was sworn in January 23, 1945, at Manchester, and 
on February 20 began Seabee training at Davisville, 
Rhode Island. He left Norfolk, Virginia, May 18, 
1945, for Hawaii, then went on to Kwajalein.

Fraser was born November 29, 1914, at Milford, 
the son of Samuel and the late Josephine (Martin) 
Fraser of Milford. He attended Milford schools, 
and was a building contractor here when he entered 
the Navy.

Fraser married Constance Langdell of Milford on 
December 4, 1939.

★

T /4  C l a r e n c e  C a r r o l l  F r o s t  — Immediately after 
completing his basic training at Fort Knox, Kentucky, 
Frost was shipped to Oahu, Hawaii, in April, 1942. 
He was assigned to the Medical Detachment, 193rd 
Tank Battalion, as a Surgical Technician.

Out in the Pacific he took part in the Gilbert 
Island Campaign and in the attack on Makin Island.

He returned to the United States in December of 
1944 and, after a furlough, was sent to the Pacific 
Theatre again on February 22, 1945. In April, 1945, 
he saw action at Okinawa. He returned to the United 
States and was discharged at Fort Devens on Oc
tober 23, 1945.

Born on September 30, 1917, in South Lincoln, 
Massachusetts, Frost is the son of Clarence G. Frost 
and M artha E. (Byam) Frost. He attended school 
in Carlisle, Massachusetts, and graduated from Am
herst High School in 1935. He was working for the 
Hazelton Lumber Company in Townsend, Massa
chusetts, when he entered the service January 12,
1942. He married Elsie Thompson of Townsend, 
Massachusetts, on December 28, 1945.
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HAROLD G. FROST JAMES S. FROST JOHN H. GALLAGHER

P r i v a t e  H a r o l d  G a r d n e r  F r o s t  — Harold Frost 
was born October 5, 1924, at W altham, Massachu
setts, the son of Clarence Frost and M artha (Byam) 
Frost of Milford. He attended schools in Amherst 
before coming to Milford to live in 1938.

He was employed at Rowell’s W ood Shop in Mil
ford when he was sworn in February 22, 1942, at 
Manchester. He reported March 1 for active duty 
at Fort Devens, and was sent to Fort Bliss, Texas, 
for baste training.

In September, 1943, Frost was sent to Marysville, 
Santa Rosa and Orville, California, for field training 
with the 483rd Anti-Aircraft Artillery. In November,
1943, he went to Camp Beale, California, then to 
San Diego for amphibious training. In January,
1944, he went to San Luis Obispo, California, for 
advanced training.

Transferred to the 779th Anti-Aircraft in February, 
1944, Frost w ent to Camp Cooke, California. In 
June, 1944, he was transferred again, this time to 
the 1266th Combat Engineers at Camp Bowie, Texas.

Serving successively in the 523rd Maintenance 
unit, the 1486th M aintenance unit and the 1265th 
Engineers, Frost was at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, 
then Fort Benning, Georgia, in August, 1944. He 
was with the paratroopers for two weeks, then re
joined the engineers. He was discharged December 
5, 1944, at Camp Shelby, Mississippi.

★
T /5  J a m e s . S t i l l m a n  F r o s t  — Participation in two 
invasions was the lot of James Frost, who entered the 
service in 1940.

Enlisting in the Army on October 24, 1940, he 
was assigned to the First Medical Battalion, Com
pany B, and proceeded to Indiantown Gap, Penn
sylvania. On August 1, 1942, he sailed for England.

In November he took part in the invasion of North 
Africa. He saw action mainly in Tunisia where his 
outfit was nearly wiped out by the Germans.

After a month in Sicily, he was shipped back to 
England to prepare for the invasion of France. As 
First Aid Man and litter bearer w ith the infantry, 
he was one of the first to land on Omaha Beach on 
D Day, June 6, 1944. Frost was with the famous 
1st Division which led much of the action in Europe.

After the Normandy campaign and the recapture of 
Paris, they attacked the Siegfried Line and fought 
their way through to Aachen, Germany. Two days 
before the surrender of Germany, Frost sailed for 
the United States and was discharged May 31, 1945.

He received the Bronze Star Medal and the Silver 
Star Medal with an Oak Leaf Cluster for his out
standing service with the 1st Army.

Before Frost enlisted, he was working in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps at Berlin, New Hamp
shire. He is the son of Clarence G. Frost and Martha
E. (Byam) Frost and was born in Billerica, Massa
chusetts, on October 3, 1919. He attended school 
in Amherst, graduating from the high school there 
in 1939. He came to Milford to reside in 1940.

On July 3, 1942, he married Esther W hite of Keene 
at Amherst.

★
T /5  J o h n  H e n d r y  G a l l a g h e r  — After he had been 
sworn in to the Army December 16, 1942, at Man
chester and had reported at Fort Devens December 
23rd, Gallagher was then shipped to Camp Edison, 
New Jersey, for basic training in the signal corps. 
In February, 1943, he attended radio school at 
Athens, Georgia. His next assignment was in the 
81st Infantry Division, 81st Signal Company, Camp 
Horn, Arizona. At Camp San Luis Obispo, California, 
he received amphibious training, and he sailed for 
Hawaii July 1, 1944, and was stationed at Oahu.

On September 20th (D  plus 3) he went into the 
invasion of Angaur and also Pelelieu, in the Palau 
Islands. In December he found himself in New 
Caledonia.

In May, 1945, he went into Leyte, in the Philip
pines, where there was still fighting in the hills. In 
September he went into Japan on occupational duty 
at Amori and in December at Yokohama.

He arrived back in the United States at Tacoma, 
Washington, in January, 1946, and was discharged 
February 1, 1946, at Fort Devens.

Gallagher is the son of Isabelle (Newbold) Galla
gher and the late Ernest E. Gallagher of Milford. 
He was born October 6, 1921, at Milford and 
attended the Milford schools, graduating in 1939 
from the high school.
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DANA W. GANGLOFF ARMEN V. GARABEDIAN LAWRENCE E. GERRY

C o r p o r a l  D a n a  W h e e l e r  G a n g l o f f  — Dana Gang- 
loff began his basic training at Camp Croft, South 
Carolina. He was sworn in on April 9, 1945, at 
Manchester.

In July of the same year he was sent west to Camp 
Adair, Oregon. It was while he was stationed there 
that he was detailed to fight a huge forest fire. The 
fire spread from Oregon into Idaho. Corporal Gang- 
loff’s unit was almost trapped while fighting the 
flames at Tillamook, near Portland.

In August of the same year he was transferred to 
Fort Douglas, Utah, for training with the Military 
Police. Then he was stationed at Salt Lake City on 
Military Police duty.

His next move took him to Hammond General 
Hospital, Modesto, California, also on police duty.

Corporal Gangloff received his discharge Decem
ber 15, 1945, at Camp Beale, California.

He was born on April 24, 1917, at Milford, the 
son of William J. and Hazel (W heeler) Gangloff. 
He married Enid Carpenter in 1936.

M / S g t . A r m e n  V. G a r a b e d i a n  — In 1941 and 1942, 
Garabedian was assistant superintendent of Naval 
Construction in Iceland, next moving on to Scotland 
and England. He returned to the United States in 
September, 1942, and immediately joined the 361st 
Engineers (SS) Regiment, H & S Company, at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana. After completing basic train
ing there, he was made a sergeant major of the 
regiment.

He embarked in September, 1944, for overseas, 
returning from the Rhineland to the United States 
and was discharged in June, 1945, at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey.

He was born April 13, 1897, in East Weymouth,

Massachusetts, and attended schools there. He a t
tended textile school and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. He came to Milford to reside in 1934.

C o r p o r a l  L a w r e n c e  E r v i n  G e r r y  — The son of 
Byron E. and M. Violet (Lawrence) Gerry of Mil
ford, Lawrence Gerry was born January 31, 1925, 
at Milford. He attended the Milford schools, re
ceiving the W ar Emergency Diploma in 1943.

He was sworn in January 30, 1943, at Manchester 
and left for Parris Island, South Carolina, January 
31, for boot training in the Marines. In April, 1943, 
he went to Jacksonville, Florida, to attend technical 
school for airplane mechanics and the gunnery school 
there. From December, 1943, to March, 1944, he 
was hospitalized. After finishing his schooling, he 
went to Camp Miramar, and to Camp Kearney, Cal
ifornia. From there he was sent to Willow Run, 
Ypsilanti, Michigan, for instruction on B-24 Libera
tor bombing planes. In July, 1944, he went back to 
Camp Kearney to be flight engineer, and in Novem
ber he w ent to E l Centro, California.

He left the United States December 26, 1944, in 
the Fourth Marine Air Wing and was based at 
Majuro, in the Marshall Islands. There he was 
attached to Marine Scout Bombing Squadron 231. 
As a gunner, he flew on nine missions over the by
passed islands of the Marshall group to prevent 
supplies being brought in by the Japanese. In the 
spring of 1945, he flew cover over his assigned ter
ritory for Task Force 58 going into the Okinawa 
invasion. He received the Air Medal.

Corporal Gerry arrived at San Diego December 
8, 1945. After a furlough, he reported to Cherry 
Point, North Carolina, where he was based until his 
discharge on March 19, 1946.
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HAROLD L. GIBBONS JOHN H. GIBBONS WILLIAM H. GIBBONS

P r i v a t e  H a r o l d  L e s t e r  G i b b o n s  — Sworn in Octo
ber 8, 1942, Gibbons reported to Fort Devens on 
October 22nd. He received his basic training at 
Camp Rucker, Alabama.

He was placed in the 49th Quartermaster Graves 
Registration Company. For a time he was hospital
ized and then discharged February 10, 1943.

Gibbons was born February 2, 1902, at Wilton, 
New Hampshire, the son of the late John J. and the 
late M argaret (M aguire) Gibbons of Pine Valley. 
He came to Pine Valley to reside in 1922. W hen he 
entered the service, he was working at the Abbott 
Machine Company in Wilton.

¥

P f c . J o h n  H o r a c e  G i b b o n s  — Enlisting as a regular 
in the Marine Corps, John Gibbons was sworn in 
December 29, 1941, at Manchester. After boot 
training a t Parris Island, South Carolina, and three 
weeks a t Quantico, Virginia, he was assigned to the 
1st Tank Battalion, Marine Amphibious Corps, and 
w ent to New River, North Carolina, in February,
1942.

Leaving Norfolk, Virginia, March, 1942, he went 
to the South Pacific and was in the Guadalcanal 
Campaign, where he saw hard action. He was sent 
to Treasure Island, San Francisco, California, to be 
hospitalized in July, 1943.

Returning to the Pacific in December, 1943, he 
w ent to New Caledonia to be assigned to the 1st 
Corps Marine Transportation Battalion, Company 
B. He was in the fighting at Saipan in June, 1944, 
and in the battle for Guam in July. His next fighting 
was at Okinawa in April of 1945. He was wounded 
in the leg May 2nd, for which he received the Purple 
H eart Award.

Gibbons returned to the United States in July,

1945, and after a visit home, he went to the Naval 
Hospital, San Diego, California, for an operation. 
He was discharged from there October 27, 1945.

He was born April 9, 1921, at Manchester and 
came to Milford in 1923. He is the son of John J. 
and Louise (Drum m ett) Gibbons of Milford. He 
attended the Milford schools, graduating in 1939. He 
was working for Pratt and W hitney Corporation at 
Hartford, Connecticut, when he enlisted.

¥
T / S g t . W i l l i a m  H e n r y  G ib b o n s  — William Gib
bons enlisted in the Marine Corps on December 1, 
1941, at Boston. After boot training at Parris Island, 
South Carolina, he was sent to Quantico, Virginia, 
where he was assigned to Machinists’ School at Jack
sonville, Florida. He was there from March, i942, 
until December attending Gunnery School as well 
as Machinists’ School. He left the United States 
from San Diego, California, February 4, 1943, in 
the V. M. S. B., 244th Marine Air Group 24, as 
ground crew mechanic. He was based at Midway 
Island, at Bougainville, in the Solomons and in the 
New Hebrides. His unit earned a Presidential Cita
tion for efficiency.

He returned to the United States March 12, 1945, 
and after a furlough was based at New Bern, North 
Carolina, with the 34th Marine Air Group, and was 
there until he received his discharge December 1, 
1945.

Gibbons is the son of John J. and Louise (Drum
m ett) Gibbons of Milford. He was born June 18, 
1923, at Somerville, Massachusetts, and came to 
Milford to reside the same year. He attended Mil
ford schools.

He was employed by the Hillsborough Mills, 
Milford, when he enlisted.
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ROY G. GILMORE THOMAS J. GILMORE ELIZABETH M. GOLDSMITH

P r i v a t e  R o y  G e o r g e  G i l m o r e  — A member of the 
National Guard which went to Camp Hulen, Texas, 
as the 197th Coast Artillery, Roy Gilmore served 
from January 6, 1941, until October 28, 1941, when 
he was released from service for being over 28.

Recalled to duty December 27, 1941, he went to 
Australia, and was assigned to the 210th Coast 
Artillery, Anti-Aircraft, Battery B, in 1943. He was 
wounded in the New Guinea fighting on September 
11, 1943, after ten months there.

After hospitalization at Brisbane General Hospital 
in Australia, he was sent home and spent the next 
two months at three hospitals. He returned to active 
duty at Fort Devens February 10, 1944. He went 
to Fort Slocum, New York, then in April, 1945, to 
Olmstead Field, Pennsylvania, where he was an 
airplane technician.

Gilmore is the son of George and the late Susan 
(Batchelder) Gilmore. He was born in Manchester 
August 30, 1911, and attended Amherst and Milford 
schools.

He was employed by his father as a woodcutter 
when he entered the service.

*

T h o m a s  J o s e p h  G i l m o r e , S C l / c —Thomas Gil
more was sworn in March 21, 1944, and after boot 
training at Sampson, New York, went to Cooks and 
Bakers School at Pensacola, Florida. He went to 
Little Creek, Virginia, and while there cooked 
aboard ship while training crews on tank maneuvers. 
In December he left the United States aboard the 
LSM 287, medium landing ship, which transported 
troops, and small and medium tanks.

After going through the Panama Canal and stop
ping at Hawaii for ten days he went to Guam, soon

after it was taken, transporting supplies. He next 
went to Saipan, then back to Guam before going to 
Okinawa for six weeks. In Okinawa he experienced 
the typhoon there which was worse than many other 
expected hardships. He also went to Tsingtao, China, 
on duty, just before returning to the United States, 
arriving at Seattle, Washington, on December 8 
1945.

He was discharged December 21, 1945, at Boston. 
He is the son of Annie (Eagen) and the late Patrick 
Gilmore of Nashua.

Gilmore was born July 23, 1912, at Nashua and 
attended the Nashua schools. He married Vera 
Bernasconi of Milford in 1934 and was employed 
at the Improved Paper Machinery Company, Nashua, 
when he entered the service.

¥

L i e u t . (J.G.) E l i z a b e t h  M a r y  G o l d s m i t h  — Miss 
Goldsmith entered the service with the rank of ensign. 
She received her indoctrination starting March 8, 
1944, at Sampson, New York. In September she was 
transferred to Oakland, California, to the Naval 
Hospital and was on duty there all during the war. 
On May 1, 1946, she was sent to San Francisco where 
she started her terminal leave on May 3rd. She was 
placed in the Officers’ Reserve on June 27, 1946.

She is the daughter of Calvin and Ellen (O’Con
nor ) Goldsmith of Milford. She was born September 
19, 1920, and attended Milford schools, graduating 
from the high school in 1938.

Her nurse’s training was received at the Hills
borough County Hospital, Grasmere, from which 
she graduated in 1943.

Before entering the service she was on private duty 
at the Exeter Hospital, Exeter, New Hampshire.
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SIDNEY A. GOODRIDGE OSCAR P. GOODW IN WOODROW  T. GRANT

S i d n e y  A l b e r t  G o o d r id g e , S l / c  —Sidney Good- 
ridge is the son of H erbert F. and Grace (Leem an) 
Goodridge of Milford. H e was born December 31, 
1926, at Charlestown, Massachusetts, and came to 
Milford to reside in 1936.

He attended Milford schools and was employed at 
the Nashua M anufacturing Company when he en
listed in the Navy.

He \ftas sworn into the Navy December 28, 1944, 
at M anchester and left the same day for boot train
ing at Sampson, New York. After boot training he 
w ent to the United States Naval Air Training Center 
at W aldron Field, Corpus Christi, Texas, in March, 
1945. In  February, 1946, he was transferred to 
Cabaniss Field, Texas, and was there until his dis
charge July 17, 1946, a t Boston.

¥

O s c a r  P r e s c o t t  G o o d w i n , E l e c t r i c i a n ’s M a t e  1 / c  
— The most memorable event in Oscar Goodwin s 
war experience was the invasion of Okinawa, when, 
in May, 1944, his ship was blown up and he spent 
nine hours in the water before he was rescued.

He enlisted in the famous Seabees, September 21, 
1943, leaving the W hiting Box Company, Wilton, 
to do so. He received boot training at Norfolk, Vir
ginia. In January, 1944, he w ent to Port Hueneme, 
California, and embarked from there May 1, 1944, 
on a Landing Ship (Tanks). First landing a t Rabaul 
in New Guinea, he w ent on to Manus Island in the 
Admiralty group in September, 1944. There he en
listed in the Navy, and was assigned to Landing 
Craft (Infantry) carrying ammunition. Shortly after

the invasion of the Philippines his ship vyent there, 
delivering ammunition to larger ships.

In May, 1945, his ship, while taking ammunition 
to Okinawa, was blown up.

Goodwin spent a few days in Manila, in January, 
1945, then went to Samar. He returned to this 
country and was discharged at Boston, October 22, 
1945.

Goodwin is the son of the late Alfred B. and the 
late Laura (Kimball) Goodwin of Hillsboro. He 
was born December 25, 1898, and attended Hills
boro schools. He married Hilda Mitchell Chase of 
Milford on January 14, 1944.

¥
P f c . W o o d r o w  T h e o d o r e  G r a n t  — Woodrow Grant 
was sworn in to the Army on August 17, 1942, and 
reported for active duty August 31st at Fort Devens, 
after which he was sent to Fort Bragg, North Caro
lina, for basic training.

For a short time he was stationed at Madison Bar
racks, New Jersey, before being sent overseas. He 
sailed December 5, 1943, with the 294th Engineers 
Combat Battalion, Company C, and arrived at Nor
mandy, France, on D plus two. He fought through 
France, Belgium and the Rhineland.

He was discharged October 28, 1945, at Fort 
Devens. Grant was born October 26, 1913, at Spring
field, Massachusetts. He lived with his uncle, Robert 
Grant in New Boston, until he came to Milford in 
1939. He was living here when he entered the 
service.

He married Viola Sanford May 22, 1939, at Mil
ford.
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ROSARIO J. GRASSO SALVATORE GRASSO JEAN C. GRIFFITH

T / S g t . R o s a r i o  J o s e p h  G r a s s o  — Born September 
15, 1916, at Milford, Grasso is the son of Angelo and 
Vincena (Locicero) Grasso of Milford. He attended 
Milford schools, graduating in 1934. He studied at 
the Austin-Cate Preparatory School, Center Strafford, 
New Hampshire, for a year and at the University of 
New Hampshire for a year. He graduated from the 
Scott Carbbee School of Art in Boston in 1939. He 
was a commercial artist in Milford when he entered 
the service.

He was sworn in October 24, 1941, at Manchester, 
and after reporting at Fort Devens was sent to Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia, for basic training as an Army 
engineer. In January, 1942, he went to Camp Beau
regard, Louisiana, where he served as Battalion 
Photographer and attended Chemical Warfare School 
and the Mines and Booby Traps School. From Jan
uary to September, 1943, he was at the Imperial 
Dam in Arizona for bridge testing work, and then 
was at Camp Swift, Texas.

On March 24, 1944, he left Boston and was sta
tioned in England until July, when he crossed to 
Omaha Beach, France. Then came the break
through at St. Lo with the 3rd Army, and the cross
ing of the Seine River at Monterau and Misy with 
the 5th Division headed for the Moselle River. While 
waiting for supplies, he conducted a 3rd Army 
Bridge School just south of Nancy, France. He went 
up into Metz and was awarded the Purple H eart for 
wounds received October 14th, in that battle. He 
was flown to England to the 124th General Hospital 
near Plymouth. Recovering, he was assigned to the 
12th Replacement Depot and later went to Tide- 
worth, England, serving as regimental supply ser
geant. He returned to this country on October 16 
1945.

Grasso was discharged October 24 at Camp E d
wards, Massachusetts.

At Yuma, Arizona, on March 31, 1943, he married 
Dorothy W hite of Charleston, W est Virginia.

C a p t a i n  S a l v a t o r e  G r a s s o  — Commissioned a first 
lieutenant in the Sanitary Corps of the Army on June

23, 1944, at New York, Grasso reported for active 
duty July 8, 1944, at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, 
in the 57th Officers’ Training Battalion. From August 
until December, he was post sanitary engineer and 
assistant post medical inspector at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He received his captain’s rank in January, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, after taking a course in 
medical inspection at Carlisle, Pennsylvania. He was 
placed in the Officers’ Reserve on June 12, 1946.

Son of Angelo and Vinceno (Locicero) Grasso of 
Milford, Captain Grasso was born July 22, 1914, at 
Milford. He attended Milford schools, graduating 
from the high school in 1932. Majoring in Civil 
Engineering, he graduated from the University of 
New Hampshire in 1937 and returned there to 
teach and work for the degree of Master of Civil 
Engineering which he received in 1940. He married 
Muriel Bowler of Milford, July 15, 1941, a t Milford, 
and then went to teach at Santa Clara University in 
California. He next taught at the College of the City 
of New York until 1944, and was doing graduate 
work in sanitary engineering when he was commis
sioned.

P f c . J e a n  C u r t i s  G r i f f i t h  —Jean Griffith enlisted 
October 28, 1942, at Manchester and reported the 
same day at Fort Devens. He was sent to Turner 
Field, Georgia, and was assigned as a machinist in 
the 89th Training Squadron. He was transferred to 
the National Advisory Committee of Aeronautics and 
was assigned to one of their machine shops at Lang
ley Field, Virginia. After receiving his separation 
paper on October 24th, 1944, he remained there on 
call until he received his discharge October 13, 1945, 
at Andrews Field, Washington, D. C.

He is the son of Agnes (Curtis) and the late Jesse 
M. Griffith of Milford. He was born January 12, 
1912, at South Lyndeboro and came to Milford to 
reside in 1926. He received his elementary schooling 
at Lyndeboro and his high school education a t Mil
ford, graduating in 1930.



■MILFORD IN WORLD W AR II

JOHN E. G RIFFITHS ROBERT F. D. GRIFFITHS A. TONY GRUGNALE

T /4  J o h n  E d w i n  G r i f f i t h s  — Sworn in December 
29, 1942, at Manchester, Griffiths w ent to Camp 
Croft, South Carolina, for basic training, and re
ceived advanced training at Pine Camp, New York, 
then w ent to England in March, 1943, in H ead
quarters Eastern Base Section, Service of Supply.

He was one of a squad of Americans who in
structed British Commando troops in the care of 
American jeeps.

Griffiths landed on Utah Beach, Frande, on D-Day, 
June 6, 1944, and fought through St. Lo to Rennes 
and Brest, then turned south to Le Mans and Paris 
before going to Dijon, Epinal, and Nancy, France. 
He w ent into Luxembourg, then returned to Metz, 
France. He repaired vehicles on the front lines.

After V-E Day he was assigned to duty in Nancy 
and Dijon, and in Geneva, Switzerland.

He was discharged November 19, 1945, a t Fort 
Devens.

Griffiths is the son of John W . H. and the late 
Delorane (Christie) Griffiths. He was born Septem
ber 4, 1919, at Kilburn, New Brunswick. He came 
to Milford from W ilton in 1931. He attended Wilton 
and Milford schools, and was employed by the Dana 
Trucking Company, Nashua, when he entered the 
Army. He became a United States citizen while in 
England.

He married Barbara McCullough of Dracut, Mass
achusetts, on June 14, 1942, in Hillsborough, New 
Hampshire.

*

F l i g h t  O f f i c e r  R o b e r t  F r e d e r i c k  D. G r i f f i t h s  —  

Although a native of Wilton, Robert Griffiths has 
been a Milford resident since 1931. He had com
pleted his junior year at high school here when he 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps, June 14, 1943, at 
Manchester.

Reporting first to Fort Devens, he then w ent to 
Jefferson Barracks in Missouri, for basic training, 
then to Syracuse University for special training. In

November of 1943 he went to the Nashville, Ten
nessee classification center. Next he was sent to 
Columbus Army Air Field in Mississippi, and in 
February, 1944, to Maxwell Field, Alabama, for 
pre-flight training.

He began primary training in April, 1944, a t Lake
land, Florida, then went on to Bainbridge, Georgia, 
for basic flying, in August, 1944. He went to Napier 
Field, Dothan, Alabama, where he received his 
wings February 3, 1945, and was commissioned a 
flight officer. Next he went to Amarillo, Texas, then 
to Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, then to Roswell 
Field in New Mexico. He was discharged there 
October 21, 1945.

Flight Officer Griffiths is the son of John W. H. 
and the late Delorane (Christie) Griffiths. He was 
born in Wilton, May 19, 1925.

*

P r i v a t e  A q u i l i n e  T o n y  G r u g n a l e  — Grugnale land
ed in Africa the 31st of April, 1943, and was at the 
Replacement Depot for combat training. Later he 
was transferred to Oran, Africa, where, in the 2686th 
Military Police Administration Company, Headquar
ters Detachment, he spent fourteen months as a truck 
driver. He was transferred to Naples, Italy, hauling 
supplies to the front lines and later was sent to 
Florence, Italy. He returned to the United States 
and was discharged July 21, 1945, at Fort Devens.

Grugnale is the son of Dora (Dancelini) and the 
late Emilio Grugnale of Milford. He was bom No
vember 30, 1921, at Milford and attended Milford 
schools. W hen he entered the service he was owner 
of a trucking business in Milford.

He was sworn in December 12, 1942, at Manches
ter and after reporting December 19th at Fort 
Devens, went to Fort Eustis, Virginia, for basic train
ing. He received the balance of his training at 
Greenville, Pennsylvania, before being sent overseas.

He is married to Jeanette Martin of Wilton.
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NICHOLAS L. GRUGNALE CHARLES D. GUIDMORE J. ROBERT HAGAR

P r i v a t e  N i c h o l a s  L e o  G r u c n a l e  — Nicholas Grug- 
nale was sworn in September 8, 1942, at Manchester 
and after reporting September 22nd at Fort Devens, 
went to St. Petersburg, Florida, for basic training 
and to Auto Mechanic School. After a year there he 
was sent to Camp Lee, Virginia. He was then based 
at Santa Anna and Lemoore, California, also Seymour- 
Johnson Field, North Carolina, and finally Greens
boro, North Carolina, before going to England in 
August, 1944, in the 1957th Quartermaster Truck 
Company (Aviation).

While in England he was stationed mostly in Man
chester. He landed on Omaha Beach, France, in 
November and was based at St. Quentin, Northern 
France, transporting ammunition and food nearly 
to the front lines. He did the same work during the 
Battle of the Bulge in Belgium. He went into 
Cologne, Germany. After V-E Day he was at Frank
furt, just across the Rhine River.

He arrived back in the United States December
10, 1945, and was discharged December 15, 1945, 
at Fort Devens.

He is the son of Dora (Dancelini) and the late 
Emilio Grugnale of Milford. He was born November
11, 1918, at Milford and attended Milford schools.

He was owner of a trucking business when he
entered the Army.

T / S g t . C h a r l e s  D o n a l d  G u i d m o r e  — Sergeant 
Guidmore spent his early life in Maine. He is the son 
of Stanley F. and Helen Guidmore, who at the time 
of his birth were living in Prospect, Maine. He was 
born August 29, 1919.

Guidmore attended grammar school in Prospect, 
and received his high school education at Frankfort, 
Maine, graduating in 1937. Later he came to Mil
ford, where he was employed by the French and 
Heald Furniture Company.

He entered the armed forces October 29, 1942, 
■ and reported for active duty November 12, at Fort 
Devens.

Guidmore was then sent to Hampton Roads, Vir
ginia, Port of Embarkation. There he was assigned 
to the Norfolk Army base in November, 1942, where 
he became foreman of a warehouse. His duties 
there were to see that supulies and equipment 
were taken to ships to be loaded.

Sergeant Guidmore was at Norfolk until his dis
charge on May 26, 1946.

S / S g t . J o h n  R o b e r t  H a g a r  — Called to active 
duty September 15, 1940, as a member of the 197th 
Coast Artillery, Headquarters Battery, Robert Hagar 
went to Camp Hulen, Texas, as a cook and also was 
in supply work.

He was later transferred to the Army Signal Corps 
at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, first to handle 
carrier pigeons and then to work in the Signal Corps 
Army Post Office.

In October, 1943, he was made supply sergeant 
in the 38th Machine Records Unit and he sailed for 
England the following Christmas Day. He gathered 
equipment throughout the British Isles and then 
went into France with the 3rd Army in the 20th 
Corps. He proceeded into Belgium and Germany. 
V-E Day found him in Austria.

Later he was returned to Reims, France, as supply 
sergeant at a Staging Area. On returning to the 
United States he was discharged October 9, 1945, 
at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts.

Sergeant Hagar, the son of Alberta (Taylor) and 
the late George Hagar, was born October 23, 1917, 
in Milford. He is a member of the Milford High 
School Class of 1937.
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EARL P. HALL CLIFFORD  H. HARDY REVONA MAY HARDY

L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  E a r l  P. H a l l  — A career man 
in the Army, Hall first saw service with the Signal 
Corps in 1917, serving several months in France. 
Except for the years from 1919 to 1924, he has 
served in the Army, rising gradually from private to 
his present rank, and serving with such distinction 
during W orld W ar II that he was awarded a Certifi
cate of Commendation for his work in screening and 
classification of personnel.

He entered the Army April 2, 1917, and after 
several months with the Signal Corps transferred to 
the medical departm ent of an anti-aircraft machine 
gun battalion, w ith which he served in France. He 
was discharged February 5, 1919, b u t re-enlisted 
April 19, 1924, as a laboratory technician.

In  the course of his progress from private to w ar
ran t officer, in 1941, Lt. Col. Hall gained considerable 
administrative experience, especially in personnel 
work. W ith the war, his ability was immediately put 
to good use with the Third Service Command in 
Baltimore. He received his rank of lieutenant colonel 
in 1945. W ith the close of W orld W ar II, he took 
charge of demobilization work.

Lt. Col. Hall is the son of the late Leon C. and 
the late Flora (Hutchinson) Hall of Milford, and 
was born here August 29, 1899. He graduated from 
the high school in 1916.O

★

C l i f f o r d  H e n r y  H a r d y , BM 1 / c — Clifford Hardy 
was working at the French and Heald Company, 
Milford, when he enlisted in the Coast Guard. He 
was sworn in October 9, 1936, at Baltimore, Mary
land. Aboard the Roger B. Taney, he left December 
18, 1936, for the Hawaiian Islands.

From January, 1937, to August, 1939, he made 
nine trips across the equator carrying supplies to the 
South Sea Islands, then served aboard the Reliance. 
He was assigned to small craft in January, 1940, on

anti-narcotic patrol. In 1941 he transported officials 
from ship to shore. He was assigned to lighthouse 
duty at Makapu Point, Hawaii, April 5, 1941. He 
was sent to Pearl Harbor after it was bombed De
cember 7, 1941, on machine gun watches, went to 
New Orleans in March, 1943, then returned to Mak
apu Lighthouse, where he was made petty officer in 
charge in June, 1944.

He was transferred to the Kilauea Lighthouse on 
the Island of Kauai as petty officer in charge, June 7,
1945. He is still in the Coast Guard, stationed there.

Hardy is the son of Henry and Kathryn (Heath) 
Hardy of Milford. He was bom  May 24, 1915, at 
Littleton. He came to Milford to reside in 1928. 
He received his schooling at Barton, Dover, and 
Milford. He was at the Civilian Conservation Corps 
Camp at Glen for two years.

He married Sally Shinn of Honolulu October 18, 
1939.

★

R e v o n a  M a y  H a r d y , S P 2 / c  — Among the Milford 
women who responded to their country’s call was 
Miss Revona Hardy, daughter of Henry and Kathryn 
(H eath) Hardy of Milford.

She was working as a telephone operator here 
when she became a SPAR, enlisting in the Coast 
Guard Women’s Reserve. She began active duty 
May 18, 1943, at Hunter College in New York, 
where she underwent four weeks’ basic training.

Following basic training, she became a telephone 
operator at Coast Guard headquarters in New York. 
In September, 1943, she was promoted to supervisor 
with the rating of specialist 3 /c . Later she was pro
moted to specialist 2 / c. She was discharged at 
Brooklyn, November 26, 1945.

Miss Hardy was born October 18, 1919, at Frank
lin, and has been a resident of Milford since 1929. 
She graduated from the high school here in 1938.



MILFORD IN WORLD WAR II

DOUGLAS H. HARLEY EUGENE A. HARTSON ALLAN R. HASU

D o u g l a s  H e r m a n  H a r l e y , E n g i n e m a n  1 / c—Doug
las Harley was working at the Nashua Manufacturing 
Company when he enlisted in the United States 
Navy on December 12, 1942. He is the son of W eb
ster F. Harley and the late Lily (Brown) Harley. 
The Harleys came to Milford in 1926. Harley attend
ed Milford schools, graduating in 1941.

Harley received his boot training at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station, Illinois. He then 
studied at the Diesel School of the University of 
Illinois and at the Advanced Diesel School at the 
Navy Pier, Chicago. There, in June, 1943, he re
ceived the rating of motor machinist’s mate second 
class, and was assigned to the small minesweeper, 
YMS 309. After a shakedown cruise to Cuba, he 
went to Trinidad, British W est Indies, where he 
spent twenty-two months.

Harley saw service on both the east and north 
coasts of South America, in the Dutch East Indies, 
the British East Indies, and the Marshall Islands 
area. His ship came through the Canal Zone to 
Nicaragua for refueling, then proceeded to Mexico 
and San Pedro, California.

On January 10, 1946, he was assigned to the 
destroyer, USS William R. Rush. After a shakedown 
cruise in February, the ship escorted carriers to the 
East Coast and the Caribbean Sea. Harley was with 
the 8th Fleet Maneuver of 1946, after which he 
served in European waters in the capacity of Engine- 
man 1 /c .

He is completing his enlistment which will end 
December, 1948.

★

T / C o r p . E u g e n e  A l f r e d  H a r t s o n  —Sworn in Jan
uary 25, 1945, at Manchester, Hartson left February 
27, for Fort Devens. He was sent to Camp Croft, 
South Carolina, for basic training and to Camp

Rucker, Alabama, for advanced training in July. On 
August 28th, via Camp Adair, Oregon, and Camp 
Stoneman, California, he went to Manila and was 
stationed at the 24th Replacement Depot. On Jan
uary 7, 1946, he was transferred to the 5th Replace
ment Depot as a heavy truck driver, and on July 1, 
was again transferred to the 743rd Army Anti- 
Aircraft Gun Battalion.

He arrived in San Francisco, California, on Octo
ber 12th, and was discharged at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey, November 29, 1946.

Hartson was born November 8, 1926, at Amherst, 
New Hampshire, the son of Harold Hartson of Mil
ford and the late Mildred (Staull) Hartson. After 
attending school in Amherst, he came to Milford to 
reside in 1942. He was working for the Wirthmore 
Grain Company when he entered the service.

★

A l l a n  R u d o l p h  H a s u , S 1 /c  — Hasu was in the in
vasion of Normandy on D Day, June 6, 1944, aboard 
the LST 230, and also served in the Mediterranean 
area. He then returned to the United States and 
went to the Pacific Theater and was in the Philippine 
Campaign. Part of his service was spent on the LST 
1102.

Hasu was sworn in January 18, 1943, a t Manches
ter and after boot camp at Newport, Rhode Island, 
and a week at Norfolk, Virginia, he was based at 
Little Creek, Virginia. In May he went to Brooklyn, 
New York to the Armed Guard Center, before going 
aboard ship.

Hasu is the son of Otto E. and the late Lydia 
(Daniels) Hasu of Milford. He was bom June 2, 
1924, at Milford and attended Milford schools.

He was working as a carpenter for Elgin Burtt 
when he enlisted in the Navy. He was discharged 
January 11, 1946, a t Boston.
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RICHARD B. HEALD

M / S e r g e a n t  E r n e s t  A d o l p h  H a s u  — Sergeant 
Hasu had active service on heavy bomber airplanes 
in Africa and Italy through the greater part of his 
participation in the war.

He enlisted September 7, 1939, shortly after 
graduating from Milford High School, and after 
training at Fort Slocum, New York, w ent to the 
Canal Zone for active duty in the Air Corps. Two 
years later he was on duty in British Guiana. He 
returned to the United States early in December, 
1942, for training on heavy bom bardm ent airplanes.

Then in December, 1943, came assignment to 
Tunis, Africa, as crew chief on a B-29 bomber with 
the 15th Air Force. The unit was sent to Italy in 
February, 1944, and Hasu was based at Foggia as 
a member of the 746th Bomb Squadron in the 456th 
Bomb Group.

He was discharged at Fort Devens, June 2, 1945.
The son of Otto E. and Lydia (Daniels) Hasu of 

Milford, Hasu was born in Milford October 23, 1920, 
and attended the Milford schools.

*

C p l . R i c h a r d  B r o u g h t o n  H e a l d  — Corporal Heald 
left school in his senior year to enlist in the Marine 
Corps and was sworn in January 29, 1943, a t Man
chester and left for Parris Island, South Carolina.

After boot training he w ent to Cherry Point, North 
Carolina, to be assigned for technical training as 
airplane mechanic at Jacksonville, Florida. Return
ing to Cherry Point in September he went to Eden- 
ton, North Carolina, then to El Centro, California, 
and left February 20, 1944, from San Francisco in 
the V. M. B. 423rd Marine Air Group, 14th Fleet 
Marine Air W ing .

He received his advanced flight training at the 
New Hebrides Islands from March until June 11th 
when he went to Green Island to be stationed as 
ground crew mechanic. He arrived back in the 
United States at San Diego, California, June 30, 
1945, and received his discharge August 11, 1945, 
a t Cherry Point, North Carolina.

Heald is the son of Hermann L. and Mary 
(Broughton) Heald of Milford. He was born June 
12, 1925, at Nashua. He attended Milford schools, 
receiving his W ar Diploma in 1943.

*

S u z a n n e  H e a l d ,  SK (d) 3 /c  —Suzanne Heald was 
employed in the office at the Nashua Gummed and 
Coated Paper Company, Nashua, when she enlisted 
in the WAVES on December 30, 1943, at Boston. 
She reported for active duty January 27, 1944, at 
H unter College, New York, where she received her 
boot training. In March she was sent to the Univer
sity of Indiana at Bloomington, Indiana, to Store
keeper’s School, after which she w ent to the Naval 
Training Center at Sampson, New York, on June 14th 
for regular duty.

For the first year and one half, Miss Heald’s work 
was of a clerical nature, and the last six months she 
worked in the Separation Center.

She was sent to the WAVE Barracks, New York 
City, and was discharged from there March 6, 1946.

Miss Heald is the daughter of Hermann L. and 
Mary (Broughton) Heald of Milford. She was born 
February 18, 1921, at Milford and attended Milford 
schools, graduating from the high school in 1939. 
She attended Chamberlain School of Interior Deco
rating and Merchandising in Boston for one year.
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ARTHUR A. HENDRICKSON KENNETH C. HILLS FRANK L. HOLDNER

A r t h u r  A r n o l d  H e n d r i c k s o n ,  AM 2 /c  — Arthur 
Hendrickson is the son of the late John P. and the 
late Ida (Matson) Hendrickson. He was bom  June 
4, 1906, at St. George, Maine. He attended Willard 
School, West Quincy, Massachusetts, and had voca
tional training courses at Portsmouth, New Ham p
shire. He married Caroline Beall Brown of Birming
ham, Michigan, in 1924, at Pontiac, Michigan.

His first enlistment in the Navy was from Novem
ber 16, 1920, to November 15, 1923. He came to 
Milford to reside in 1928, and was working at the 
Portsmouth Navy Yard when he re-enlisted in the 
Navy June 22, 1944.

After he received boot training at Sampson, New 
York, he went to Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, as 
aviation metalsmith. In November, he went to the 
Rubber Fuel Cell Repair School at Norman, Okla
homa, from which he graduated December 2nd. 
After a brief return to Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, 
he returned again to Norman, Oklahoma, for ad
vanced metalsmith courses. In June, 1945, he re
turned to Camp Edwards, then was transferred to 
Brunswick, Maine, and later to Norfolk, Virginia.

He received his discharge December 6, 1945, at 
Boston, but re-enlisted June 1, 1946.

¥

P f c . K e n n e t h  C h a r l e s  H i l l s  — Kenneth Hills was 
sworn in on January 23, 1945, and went to Camp 
Croft, South Carolina, for his basic training. In June 
1945, he went to Camp Rucker, Alabama, for ad
vanced training.

He sailed from San Francisco, August 7, 1945, 
having been at Fort Meade, Maryland, and Camp 
Stoneman, California, en route. V-J Day found him 
at sea en route to the Philippines.

He joined the 81st Infantry Division at Leyte, in 
the Philippines, apd then on September 15 he sailed 
for Japan. Private Hills was on occupational duty at 
Aomori.

On January 1, 1946, he was transferred to the 
1190th Engineers, Headquarters Company, and for 
eight months was on occupational duty in Yokohama. 
His work was to take inventory of all engineer items. 
He returned to Seattle, Washington, October 3 and 
was discharged November 25, 1946.

Hills was born September 30, 1926, at Lowell, 
Massachusetts. He is the son of Charles H. and 
Annabell (Carlson) Hills. He attended Lowell 
schools, coming to reside in Milford on May 16, 1944.

When he entered military service he was employed 
at the Ayer Tanning Company at Ayer, Massachu
setts.

¥

P f c . F r a n k  L o u i s  H o l d n e r  — A native of Dalgreen, 
Illinois, Frank Holdner was a resident of Milford 
shortly before entering military service. He was 
employed at Philbrick’s restaurant, and later a t the 
General Electric Company plant in Lynn when he 
entered military service.

He was sworn in October 8, 1942, at Manchester, 
reporting for duty October 22. He went to Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky, where he soon earned his pro
motion to private first class. He was in the 495th 
Armored Field Artillery. He was discharged April 
26, 1943.

Holdner is the son of the late Moritz Holdner and 
Lena Holdner of Dalgreen, Illinois. He was born 
February 15, 1902.
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JOHN A. HOLLAND JOHN S. HOPKINS CHESTER B. HOULE

J o h n  A u g u s t u s  H o l l a n d ,  CM 1 /c  —John Holland 
is the son of Mary (Cofiey) and the late Frank D. 
Holland of Milford. He was born August 23, 1907, 
at Milford and graduated from Milford High School 
in 1925. He married Agnes Sullivan of Dorchester, 
Massachusetts, August 3, 1943, a t Dorchester.

Holland was employed by the Navy Ordnance 
D epartm ent as gun inspector in Boston when he 
entered*the service.

He was sworn in the Naval Construction Battalion 
April 27, 1943, and went to Camp Perry, Virginia, 
for boot training. After further training a t Davis- 
ville, Rhode Island, and Gulfport, Mississippi, he left 
the United States October 15th and participated in 
the invasion of Tarawa, in the Gilbert Islands, on 
D Day, November 21, 1943, attached to the 2nd 
Marine Division as carpenter’s mate. After building 
airstrips there he returned to Pearl Harbor in April,
1944,’ and in March, 1945, w ent to Maui, in the
Hawaiian group, and was attached to the 5th Marine 
Amphibious Force.

He received his discharge October 24, 1945, at 
Boston.

¥

P f c . J o h n  S t a n l e y  H o p k i n s  — Hopkins left for 
France with the 86th Infantry Division (Black- 
hawks) in February, 1945. He w ent up through 
France to the Battle of the Rhineland, then was in
the Battle of the Ruhr. On April 22nd he was in
Bavaria and was there until May 8th.

During his campaigns he helped force the Bigge, 
Altmuhl, Isar, Danube, Mittel-Isar, and Salzach 
rivers in Southern Germany. Returning to the United 
States June 17, 1945, he had further training at 
Camp Gruber, Oklahoma. He w ent to the Philip
pines and was on occupational duty there until he

returned for discharge April 19, 1946, a t Fort 
Devens.

Hopkins is the son of John G. and Della (Daniels) 
Hopkins of Milford. He was born here October 14, 
1920, and attended Milford schools. He was em
ployed at the Modern W ood Products Company, 
Milford, when he entered the Army.

He was sworn in October 19, 1944, at Manchester 
and went to Camp Wheeler, Georgia, for basic 
training. After a short while at Fort George G. 
Meade, Maryland, and Camp Shanks, New York, 
he left for France.

Hopkins holds the Combat Infantry Badge.

¥
T /5  C h e s t e r  B u r t o n  H o u l e  — W ith the 630th Tank 
Destroyer Battalion, Company A, Chester Houle went 
into combat in July, 1944, at St. Lo, with the 28th 
Infantry Division. His outfit fought through Nor
mandy, the Falaise Gap and into Belgium and Lux
embourg, arriving at the Siegfried Line September 
11th, 1944.

Attached to the 17th Airborne Division, Houle 
served in the severe fighting during the German 
attack and Allied counter attack in the Hurtgen 
Forest in December.

R e t u r n i n g  to the 28th Division, he fought in the 
Colmar Pocket, then crossed the Rhine with the 13th 
Armored Division and fought in the Ruhr Pocket.

Houle is the son of Jeffrey J. and the late Mabel 
(Wilson) Houle. He was born November 6, 1919, 
a t Bridgewater, Massachusetts, and attended schools 
there. He lived in Milford from 1936 to 1942, and 
was sworn in October 8, 1942, at Manchester.

After reporting at Fort Devens on October 22, he 
went to Camp Hood, Texas, for basic training, then 
to Camp Boxie, Texas; Camp Blanding, Florida, and 
Camp Rucker, Alabama, before going to Europe in 
June, 1944,
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ERNEST K. HOWARD WILLIAM E. HOWARD FREDERICK A. HUTCHINSON

1 s t . L t . E r n e s t  K e n t o n  H o w a r d  — Ernest Howard 
enlisted in the Air Corps November 14, 1942, at 
Manchester and reported for active duty January 28, 
1943, at Fort Devens. He was sent to Dickinson 
College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, for pre-flight train
ing, and qualified for pilot training in June at Nash
ville, Tennessee. After lengthy training he was com
missioned second lieutenant and received his wings 
April 15, 1944, at Freeman Field, Seymour, Indiana.

In May he went to Westover Field, Massachusetts, 
where he trained with his crew on B-24 bombers. 
On October 21st he left for Oran, North Africa. No
vember 15th he went to Naples, and then to 
Concerto, Italy, where he was in the 376th Bomb 
Group, 512th Bomb Squadron. November 18th he 
was stationed at San Pancrazio and made bombing 
missions over Yugoslavia, Vienna, in Italy at Verona, 
Balogne, Brenner Pass, and Udine Valley.

In April, 1945, Howard helped support the 5th 
and 8th Armies, attached to the 456th Bomb Group 
based at Cherignola, Italy. He was reported missing 
in action March 9, 1945, after a forced landing at 
Zara, Yugoslavia, but returned safely.

He was placed in the Officers Reserve at Drew 
Field, Florida, July 30, 1945.

M / S g t . W i l l i a m  E l l s w o r t h  H o w a r d  — Enlisting 
in the Army Air Corps on October 4, 1939, Howard 
was sent to Fort Slocum, New York, and then on to 
Hawaii.

He was transferred to the C. A. C., Fort Shafter, 
upon his arrival in Hawaii in December, 1939, 
and received his basic training there. He was trans
ferred to the Air Corps, at Hickam Field in April, 
1942, and received training in Army Air Force com
munications. In November, 1942, he went to the 
Fiji Islands, New Caledonia, New Hebrides, and to 
Guadalcanal. He served with the 5th Bomb Group 
in communications, with the 7th and 13th Army Air 
Force.

He arrived back in San Francisco in September, 
1943, and at Kearney, Nebraska, was an instructor 
in communications in the 393rd Communications 
Center Training School.

He then went to Sioux City, Iowa, to instruct 
instructors. He was made communications section 
chief and technician there in July, 1944. Sergeant 
Howard was discharged September 22, 1945, at 
Sioux City.

The son of Wells A. and Isabel (Peters) Howard 
of Milford, he was born July 7, 1921, at Nashua. He 
attended Milford schools and graduated from Milford 
High School in June, 1939.

T /4  F r e d e r i c k  A n d r e w  H u t c h i n s o n  — The son of 
Fred A. and the late Kathryn (Doyle) Hutchinson 
of Milford, Hutchinson was born at Milford, Febru
ary 14, 1924. He attended the Milford schools and 
was employed by French and Heald Company when 
he entered the service.

He was sworn in March 24, 1943, and after re
porting to Fort Devens on March 31, he went to 
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, for basic training in 
field artillery. He studied radio, going on maneuvers 
in Louisiana from January, 1944, to April. He was 
then sent to Breckenridge, Kentucky.

In November, 1944, he left Wehawken, New 
Jersey, for Europe. After a month as radioman with 
the 75th Infantry, 730th Field Artillery Battalion, in 
England, he landed in France December 20. He 
went through France, into the Battle of the Bulge 
in Belgium, then participated in the Battle for the 
Colmar Pocket in France. He was with the 1st 
Army under General Hodges and received the 
Meritorious Service Plaque for superior performance 
in the Battle of Germany.

He was discharged at Fort Devens, February 26,
1946.
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ROLLO W. HUTCHINSON JACOB J. IM M ONEN MARIO J. INFANTI

C a p t a i n  R o l l o  W i l s o n  H u t c h i n s o n  — A native of 
Milford, Captain Hutchinson, Medical Corps, United 
States Navy, has spent many years in the naval 
service following his commission as a lieutenant 
junior grade in June, 1917.

During the first world war, he was stationed at 
the Naval Hospital, Newport, Rhode Island. He left 
there in 1919 to serve in succession aboard a number 
of ships, including a destroyer, cruiser and two 
hospital ships, and at a number of shore stations.

W hen the second world war broke out, Captain 
Hutchinson was stationed at the naval hospital a t 
Newport. In 1942 and 1943 he was post surgeon at 
the Marine training base, Parris Island, South Caro
lina. He became medical officer of the torpedo 
station at Newport, beginning December 20, 1943. 
In May, 1945, he was transferred to the personnel 
separation center for Naval Construction Battalions 
a t Camp Parks, California.

Captain Hutchinson is the son of the late Dr. 
H erbert S. and the late H attie Wilson Hutchinson of 
Milford. He was born here April 27, 1891, attended 
local schools and graduated from the high school in 
1909. He graduated from Dartm outh College in 
1913, and from H arvard Medical School in 1917. He 
m arried Gertrude De Langie January 23, 1918, at 
Newport, Rhode Island.

★

P f c . J a c o b  J a l m a r  I m m o n e n  — Jacob Immonen is 
the son of Lauri and Anna (McKeen) Immonen of 
W est Paris, Maine. He was born January 13, 1908, 
at Woodstock, Maine, and graduated from West 
Paris High School in 1924. He graduated from Bates 
College in 1929.

He came to Milford to reside in June, 1938, and 
was working for the United Co-operative Society 
of Fitchburg when he was sworn in June 26, 1942, 
at Manchester. He reported July 10th at Fort Devens, 
then went to Miami Beach, Florida, for basic train
ing.

He received his mechanical training a t the New

England Aircraft School in Boston from August 
through December, then was assigned as airplane 
mechanic at Cochrane Field, Georgia.

In June of 1943 he was sent to the University of 
Minnesota to study the Finnish language and Area 
Study in the Army Specialized Training Program.

He was transferred to the infantry in April, 1944, 
and went to Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, then went 
to Camp San Luis Obispo, California, in July. He 
was sent East in August to Brownsville, Texas, Air 
Base where he was in the 68th Engineering Squad
ron. His next base was at Greenwood, Mississippi, 
in January, 1945, with the 568th Army Air Force.

Immonen was discharged October 30, 1945, at 
Grenier Field, Manchester.

★

S / S e r g e  a n t  M a r i o  J a n e r i o  I n f a n t i  — Entering the 
Army July 1, 1943, Mario Infanti was sworn in at 
Manchester, and three weeks later began active duty 
a t Fort Devens. He took basic training at Camp 
Fannin, Texas. Placed in the infantry, he spent some 
time at Fort Ord, California, and at Fort McDowell, 
California.

At Fort Snelling, St. Paul, Minnesota, he was 
transferred to the Detached Enlisted Men’s List in 
March of 1944. He earned his private first class 
stripe there, and was placed in the reception center. 
During the month of October, 1944, he attended 
school at Fort Sheriden, Illinois, then returned to 
Fort Snelling where he was made corporal in Feb
ruary, 1945, and sergeant in March. His work was 
in the reception centers and later the separation 
center. In August, 1944, he went to Camp McCoy in 
Wisconsin. He was discharged December 15, 1945.

Mario is the son of Mary (Giardano) Infanti and 
the late Ralph Infanti, born October 21, 1915, in 
Milford. He attended the local schools, graduating 
from the high school in 1934. He served with the 
State Guard, and was the part owner of the Settimo 
grocery store when he entered military service.



MILFORD IN WORLD WAR II

GEORGE M. INGRAM CHESTER R. IRELAND RICHARD D. IRELAND

G e o r g e  M a r t i n  I n g r a m ,  S e a m a n  1 /c  — George 
Ingram’s service in the U. S. Navy took him to 
Hawaii, to the Amphibious Operating Base, in July,
1944.

He was working at the French and Heald Furni
ture Company when he entered the Navy. He was 
sworn in November 9, 1943, going for boot training 
to Newport, Rhode Island.

For electrical training he went to school at Ames, 
Iowa, then to Philadelphia.

After a stay in camp at Fort Pierce, Florida, he 
was shipped out in July, 1944, bound for Hawaii, 
and the Amphibious Operating base there.

He saw service there for more than a year, return
ing to the United States in November, 1945. He 
received his discharge at Boston, December 15,
1945.

George Ingram was born in Amherst, May 15, 
1916, and attended the Amherst schools. His parents 
are the late Alexander Ingram and the late Eva 
(Goldsmith) Ingram McKay of Milford.

★

C h e s t e r  R o l a n d  I r e l a n d ,  C M l/c  —Early in 1943 
Chester Ireland enlisted in the U. S. Navy. He was 
sworn in on January 10 and the next day reported 
for boot training at Newport, Rhode Island.

He spent a year at Norfolk, Virginia, attending the 
woodworkers service school, then went for a month 
to Port Hueneme, California. He was a carpenter’s 
mate.

He was assigned to the destroyer USS Bailey, leav
ing the country in March, 1944. He took part in the 
invasion of the Marianas Islands, but was called 
home in August by the death of his wife, the former 
Dorothy Manning, whom he married October 17,
1943.

Ireland returned after furlough to San Diego, Cal
ifornia, and was assigned to the USS Goshen, APA 
108, an attack transport. On this vessel he took part 
in the invasion of Okinawa.

Then followed occupation duty in Japan and 
Korea, after which he returned to the United States. 
He received his discharge at Boston, December 7,
1945.

Ireland is the son of Beatrice (Turner) and the 
late Chester R. Ireland of Milford. He was bom  in 
Milford, July 8, 1923. At the time he enlisted he 
was em ployed'by the Lorden Lumber Company.

★

S e r g e a n t  R i c h a r d  D o n a l d  I r e l a n d  — Richard Ire
land, born March 31, 1921, in Milford, is the son of 
Beatrice (Turner) Ireland and the late Chester R. 
Ireland of Milford.

Sergeant Ireland, who entered the Army from the 
197th Coast Guard Artillery of the National Guard 
on September 16, 1940, was in active service in the 
Pacific Area until June 28, 1945.

Ireland was first stationed at Camp Hulen, Texas. 
After maneuvers in Texas and Louisiana, he left 
for Australia February 18, 1942, from Oakland, Cal
ifornia.

He spent a short time at Perth, then he went to 
Townsville, Queensland, where his unit was split up. 
He was then placed in the 237th Anti-aircraft 
Artillery (Searchlight) Battalion, Battery A, and he 
remained with that unit throughout the war.

After being at Iron Range, Queensland, he went 
on to Milne Bay, New Guinea, in March, 1943, where 
he saw action against the Japanese. His next move 
took him the following October to Finschhafen, New 
Guinea, where his unit fought with the Australian 
Infantry during the heaviest action.

On December 6, 1944, his unit started for Leyte 
in the Philippines and the ship was torpedoed, the 
men losing all personal belongings. Fortunately, no 
lives were lost.

He returned to San Francisco June 28, 1945, and 
was discharged at Fort Devens July 9th.
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LEON J. JACQUES, JR. CHARLES V. JAREST LAWRENCE E. JAREST

2 n d  L t . L e o n  J o s e p h  J a c q u e s , J r . — Lt. Jacques 
received the Gunther American Legion Award Schol
arship for his excellence in sports and as a student, 
and was one of four in the United States to receive 
the award for 1942.

He attended St. Anselm’s College in Manchester 
for one year and then was appointed by Congressman 
Foster Stearns to W est Point. He w ent to prepara
tory school at Braden School, Cornwall-on-the- 
Hudson, New York, in October, 1943, then entered 
W est Point July 1, 1944.

He graduated from there June 3rd, 1947, with 
his commission of second lieutenant and w ent to 
Fort Riley, Kansas, for more instruction. After going 
to Fort Benning, Georgia, in December, 1947, for 
six months, he will spend two to three years on 
foreign soil and the balance of his eight year enlist
m ent in the United States.

Jacques is the son of Leon Jacques of Milford. He 
was born here May 2, 1924, and attended Milford 
schools, graduating in 1942.

He m arried Marion Woods of Milford on July 19, 
1947, a t Milford.

S e r g e a n t  C h a r l e s  V i c t o r  J a r e s t  — Charles Jarest 
was bom  in Wilton and came to Milford in 1942. He 
was sworn in the Army June 5 of that year and sent 
to Miami Beach, Florida, for training. In July, he 
w ent to Williamson Free Trade School in Pennsyl
vania, a machinists’ school. Then came moves to 
Stockton Army Air Base, California, to Rapid City, 
South Dakota, to Patterson Field, Ohio, and to the 
Radio Operator and Mechanic School a t Chicago, 
Illinois.

After still more training at Tinker Field, Oklahoma, 
and Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, Sergeant Jarest left 
for England in October, 1943, in the 316th Depot 
Repair Squadron. He was stationed in Blackpool,

working in a machine shop on P-51 airplane engines. 
He remained in Blackpool until July, 1945, when 
he moved to Dinton, England, to work at a supply 
base.

In 1945, October 16, he returned to New York, 
receiving his discharge November 1, 1945, at Fort 
Devens.

Charles Jarest was born November 11, 1919, the 
son of Alphege and Margaret (McNeil) Jarest of 
Wilton. Jarest was an employee of the Rollins En
gine Company, of Nashua, previous to his Army 
service.

P r i v a t e  L a w r e n c e  E d w a r d  J a r e s t  — Private Jarest 
left the United States in February, 1944, in the 251st 
Engineer Combat Battalion, Company C, and went 
to BeHavre, France. His company went up through 
Swepes, Reims and Anrath and into Germany, cross
ing the Rhine above Anrath. He started in action 
there, at Pine, and fought through to Hanover, 
Germany, where he was on V-E Day

He was placed on occupational duty in a small 
town near Berlin, after which he went back to France 
and was again at Swepes and Reims for a time. 
Returning to the United States he was discharged 
at Fort Devens, April 6, 1946.

Private Jarest is the son of Alphonse Jarest and 
the late Elizabeth (Newbold) Jarest of Milford and 
was born here November 15, 1921. He attended the 
Milford schools and was working for the Public 
Service Company of New Hampshire in Milford when 
he enlisted at Manchester, New Hampshire, Febru
ary 4, 1941.

His preliminary training was at Fort Williams 
in Maine, Camp Edwards in Massachusetts and Fort 
George G. Meade in Maryland.

On March 7, 1942, he married Beatrice Poisson 
of Milford.
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JOSEPH A. JASPER

alSSsB
DONALD B. JENKS DAVID B. JENNISON

P f c . J o s e p h  A l a n  J a s p e r  — Alan Jasper entered 
military service on August 17, 1942, leaving his 
employment as an announcer on a Manchester radio 
station.

Following basic training at Fort Devens, he did 
administrative work there until May, 1943. He be
gan study under the Army Specialized Training 
Program at Durham and later at Harvard, where he 
studied personnel psychology. He was promoted to 
private first class. He received a medical discharge 
September 4, 1943, a t Harvard.

Jasper is the son of Dr. Joseph C. and Helen 
(Gegenheimer) Jasper. He was born January 10, 
1920, at Davenport, Iowa. He came to Milford in 
1930, and graduated from the high school in 1937. 
He attended Dartmouth for a year, and Bryant and 
Stratton Business College in Boston. Following a 
summer session at Boston University, he studied 
radio broadcasting at Emerson College for a year.

★

S / S g t . D o n a l d  B e r t  J e n k s  — Donald Jenks was with 
the famous Yankee Division of the 26th Infantry 
when they invaded France. As squad leader of 
twelve riflemen he landed on Omaha Beach October 
29, 1944, proceeded to Chateau Salins, where he 
started in action, then took and lost Metz before 
fighting in the Battle of the Bulge.

On December 29 he was captured by the Germans 
at Kuandorff; however under cover of fire by the 
American troops he took his only chance of escape. 
He ran through the woods while the Germans were 
occupied in defending themselves, and made his 
way back to his unit.

On they went across the Saar River, reaching 
Saarlons, Germany, March 2, 1945. While there 
Jenks was hospitalized and sent to Thionville, France.

On April 4, he joined the 693rd Engineers Base 
Equipment Company, and was crane operator at 
Stenay, France.

After V-E Day he was stationed at Mainz, Ger
many. Later Staff Sergeant Jenks was stationed at 
Reims, France, returning to New York, December 
2, 1945. He was discharged on the eighth of De
cember. For his action at the battle of Bastogne, 
Jenks received the Bronze Star Medal.

Donald Jenks was born in Hanover, New Ham p
shire, on September 19, 1911, the son of Bert and 
the late Grace (Rowe) Jenks of Windsor, Vermont. 
After the death of his mother he lived with Mrs. 
David Scruton and the late Charles Kimball of 
Fitchburg and Milford.

W hen he entered service December 4, 1943, he 
was working at the Granite State Tannery, Nashua.

★

L t . C o l . D a v i d  B l a n c h a r d  J e n n i s o n  — David 
Jennison was assistant resident surgeon at the 
Massachusetts Memorial Hospital when he was com
missioned captain April 27, 1942, a t Boston. He 
left on August 5, 1944, for Hawaii, and was medical 
officer in the 10th Army Headquarters, Medical 
Section, until November, 1944. He served a t the 
218th General Hospital until May, 1945, and from 
May to September served with the 147th General 
Hospital, and then served with the 219th General 
Hospital until he returned to the United States.

He was placed in the Officers’ Reserve April 10, 
1946, at Fort George G. Meade, Maryland, with the 
rank of lieutenant colonel.

Jennison is the son of the late W alter R. and the 
late Mary Alice (Dodge) Jennison of Milford. He 
was born here March 21, 1910, and attended Milford 
schools, graduating from the high school in 1928. 
He attended the University of New Hampshire from 
1928 to 1932, and Brown University Graduate 
School, and Harvard Medical School.

His wife is the former Rosemary Argow of Balti
more, Maryland. They were married May 15, 1943, 
at Baltimore.
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MAURICE S. JEW ETT W ILH O  H. JOKINEN CHARLES P. JOSLIN

T /5  M a u r i c e  S t i c k n e y  J e w e t t  — Sworn in January 
12, 1942, at Fort Devens, Jewett was sent to Fort 
Francis E. W arren, Wyoming, for basic training. He 
was next stationed at Fort Lewis, Washington, and 
then at Hill Military Reservation, Bowling Green, 
Virginia.

On November 2, 1942, he w ent to Africa, and was 
in the invasion at Casablanca and Oran, assigned to 
the 907th Ordnance (HM ) as cook. After the 
African campaign, he w ent to Naples, Italy, in Oc
tober, 1943, attached to the 77th Ordnance (HM ) 
as cook.

In August, 1944, he went to Southern France, 
landing at St. Tropez; then up into Epinal, where 
there was still action; then toward Germany into 
Saverne. He was at Sarrebourg, France, for a rest 
period in the w inter *of 1944. Following that he 
w ent to Heidelberg, Germany, to Gmund, to Kauf- 
beuren on V-E Day, and to Mannheim. He was 
transferred into an infantry unit and sent to Mosback 
for his return home.

He arrived in New York, September 30, 1945, 
and was discharged October 20, 1945, a t Fort 
Devens.

Jewett was born March 29, 1914, at Milford, the 
son of George F. and the late Gertrude (Stickney) 
Jewett of Milford. He attended the Milford schools 
and graduated from the high school in 1933. Upon 
entering the Army, he was employed by the Bourn 
Furniture Company of Milford.

He m arried Lena Pauline Hobbs of Nashua, Au
gust 13, 1942, at Tacoma, Washington.

★

C h i e f  C o m m . S t. W i l h o  H e r r i c k  J o k i n e n  —Al
though Wilho Jokinen was born in Maynard, Massa
chusetts, June 27, 1906, he had been a Milford 
resident for some years before he enlisted in the 
Navy. He is the son of Josephine (Huikari) Jokinen 
of Stowe, Massachusetts, and of the late Waino 
Jokinen. His wife is Linda Laukka Jokinen, formerly 
of Maynard.

Jokinen was employed by the Nashua Gummed

and Coated Paper Company of Nashua when he en
listed as petty officer in the United States Navy on 
December 7, 1942. He reported for active duty 
January 2, 1943, and after boot training, became 
ship’s cook second class at Newport, Rhode Island.

He was on duty at the Hotel Lido, Long Beach, 
New York, when he was shipped from New York to 
Beni Saf, Africa, in March. He served on an LST 
(Landing Ship, Tanks) while he was based in Africa. 
As the war continued he went on to Italy, Ireland, 
Scotland, France, Belgium and England. During 
his overseas service he took part in four invasions. 
In June, 1944, as chief commissary steward of the 
LST 335, he was in the invasion of France.

In June of the following year he returned to the 
United States, expecting to be sent to the Pacific 
Area, but was discharged September 7, 1945, at 
Boston.

¥

C h a r l e s  P o r t e r  J o s l i n , M M l/c  — Porter Joslin saw 
service in the Solomon Islands with the Seabees. 
Soon after he enlisted November 3, 1942, at Boston 
he went to Camp Peary, Virginia, for his boot train
ing. He was based at Camp Endicott, Rhode Island, 
Camp Parks and Camp Hueneme, California, before 
he sailed, September 7, for the Solomon Islands and 
the Guadalcanal Staging Area.

Early in November Joslin went into battle at Bou- 
ganville, seeing hard service there. In April of the 
next year he arrived at the Admiralty Islands and was 
stationed at Pitylieu until December.

After another move south to Bouganville, he sailed 
to Okinawa, to the southern part of the island, ar
riving in June, 1945. He served as mechanic in the 
71st Naval Construction Battalion, Company C-4.

His discharge came on December 10, 1945, at 
Boston. Porter Joslin was born on April 6, 1908, at 
Amherst, New Hampshire, the son of the late Otis 
W. and the late Cora (W heeler) Joslin of Mil
ford. He attended Milford schools and was an 
employee of the Merrimack Farmers’ Exchange in 
Milford before becoming a Seabee.
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MARJORIE KENDALL TAUNO A. KESKINEN VICTOR J. KESKINEN

2 n d  L i e u t . M a r j o r i e  K e n d a l l  — A Milford resident 
and a graduate of Milford High School, class of 1941, 
Marjorie Kendall received her nurse’s training at the 
Cambridge Hospital, Cambridge, Massachusetts. She 
graduated there in August, 1944.

From Cambridge, she went the following month 
to the Presbyterian Hospital, New York City, for 
a pre-military course.

She received her indoctrination at Fort Devens 
on March 6, 1945.

Lieutenant Kendall was sent to Camp Edwards, 
Massachusetts, and was assigned to train detachment 
service, taking wounded men from the debarkation 
point at Boston to hospitals in the various states.

After several months of train duty, she was as
signed to the Waltham Regional Hospital. In August 
of the same year, she was assigned to the Cushing 
General Hospital at Framingham, Massachusetts.

Her terminal leave began on May 25, 1946, and 
she was placed in the reserve July 3, 1946.

Lieutenant Kendall is the daughter of Lee S. and 
Sara (W hite) Kendall of Milford. She was born 
here on July 17, 1923.

★

P f c . T a u n o  A l f r e d  K e s k i n e n  — The son of Hilma 
(Haakanen) and the late Victor Keskinen of Milford, 
Keskinen was born August 15, 1914, at Maynard, 
Massachusetts. He came to Milford in 1919 and 
attended the Milford schools. He was employed as 
a painter by Brusquini and Son when he entered the 
Army.

Sworn in April 30, 1942, he reported to Fort 
Devens. He was sent to Fort Eustis, Virginia, for 
basic training in the field artillery. He was next 
based at Fort Fisher, North Carolina, and then Camp 
Davis, North Carolina.

On December 22, 1942, he left for Australia in 
the 179th Ordnance (HM ) but was later transferred 
to 191st Ordnance (HM ) as automotive mechanic. 
Next came the New Guinea Campaign, and the battle 
of Luzon in the Philippines. He was sent to Tokyo, 
Japan, on occupational duty after V-J Day.

Keskinen arrived back in the United States on 
October 12, 1945, and was discharged November 3, 
1945, at Fort Devens. He received a unit citation for 
distinguished service.

★

S e r g e a n t  V i c t o r  J a l o  K e s k i n e n  — Victor Keskinen 
was born April 13, 1919, at Maynard, Massachusetts, 
coming to Milford in 1924. His parents are Hilma 
(Haakanen) and the late Victor Keskinen. He was 
employed by the United Cooperative Society when 
he entered the armed services.

Sergeant Keskinen was sworn in March 24, 1941, 
and was sent to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for 
basic training. He was placed in the field artillery 
and sent to Camp Blanding, Florida, where with 
other New Hampshire boys, formerly National 
Guard members, he joined the 172nd Field Artillery 
Battalion. He was made a truck driver in this unit.

After going to Camp Shelby, Mississippi and to 
Louisiana on maneuvers he was sent to the Cali
fornia desert for further training.

On March 24, 1944, he left for England. He 
fought through Normandy and the liberation of 
Cherbourg. He participated in the European cam
paigns of the Rhineland, Ardennes and Central 
Europe, being chief of his unit on ammunition de
livery.

In October, 1945, he returned to the United States 
and received his discharge November 6, 1945.
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W ALTER J. KESKINEN CHESTER L. KIESLING OLIVER KIMBALL, Jr.

T /5  W a l t e r  J a l m a r i  K e s k i n e n  — From the day he 
landed on Omaha Beach until V-E Day in Czecho
slovakia, W alter Keskinen was in almost constant 
action. Keskinen left Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, for 
England in a casual company April 5, 1944.

After reaching England he was assigned to the 
16th Infantry, 3rd Battalion, First Division, as radio 
operator. W ith the 16th Infantry, he landed on 
Omaha Beach, Normandy, June 7, 1944 (D  plus 
one), and fought through the Battles of Normandy 
and St. Lo. H e w ent on into Mons, Belgium, and in 
September was in the battle of the Siegfried Line.

His next action took him into Ardennes in the 
H urtgen Forest. He crossed the Roer River, going 
into Duren, Cologne, and Remagen. In March he 
crossed the Rhine and w ent to Bonn, H artz Moun
tains, Nordhausen, Germany, and then to Falkenau, 
Czechoslovakia. He was a t Falkenau on V-E Day.

After Germany surrendered, Keskinen was on 
guard duty in Southern Germany at Hishard. He 
returned to the United States and was discharged at 
F ort Dix, New Jersey, October 16, 1945.

Keskinen received the Bronze Star Medal for 
meritorious service at Mons, Belgium.

He is the son of Hilma (Haakanen) and the late 
Victor Keskinen of Milford. He was born in May
nard, Massachusetts, September 30, 1916, and came 
to Milford in 1924. He was employed by Brusquini 
and Son, as painter when he entered the service 
August 26, 1942.

★

C h e s t e r  L a w r e n c e  K i e s l i n g , MoMM 3 /c  — Leom
inster, Massachusetts, was the early home of Chester 
Kiesling. He was born there on October 30, 1917, 
the son of George and Lenore (Rivard) Kiesling. 
In 1939 he came to Milford to reside.

On August 7, 1944, he enlisted in the Navy, 
leaving his position in the American Type Foundry, 
Cowdry Division, Fitchburg, Massachusetts. After 
boot training at Sampson, New York, he was sent to

Fort Pierce, Florida, and later to Charlestown, 
South Carolina. His rate was motor machinist’s 
mate 3 /c .

Kiesling left Charleston on February 13, 1945, on 
an attack-cargo vessel, the AKA 102, for the Pacific 
theater of war. In March he went to Eniwetok and 
was transporting aircraft ammunition. Then in May 
he went to Ulithi and into Leyte Gulf. In June he 
was at Kermachetto near Okinawa where his ship 
shot down two enemy planes.

In August, he returned to San Francisco via 
Saipan. Another trip took him to Eniwetok, with a 
return trip to San Pedro, California, in November,
1945. He was discharged November 20, 1945, at 
Boston.

★

P r i v a t e  O l i v e r  K i m b a l l , J r . — Cuba, Puerto Rico, 
and Brazil were the fields where Private Kimball 
served his country during W orld W ar II.

He was sworn in July 14, 1942, and after reporting 
at Fort Devens, was stationed at Atlantic City, New 
Jersey. He next moved to Camp Lunar, New Mex
ico, and again to Homestead, Florida. At Home
stead he received his basic training, also his training 
in the Military Police. At the Boca Raton Air 
Field, Florida, he went on Military Police duty.

Kimball left the United States from New Orleans 
on May 20, 1943. After short periods in Cuba, Puerto 
Rico, and Trinidad, he went to Bellem, Brazil. For 
twenty-two months he was stationed there to guard 
airfields. Further duty took him to Natal, Brazil.

In 1945, on October 2, he reached Miami, Florida, 
and after a furlough was sent to Greensboro, North 
Carolina, to be discharged November 27.

Kimball came to Milford in his early youth. He 
attended Milford schools, and also the Mont Vernon 
school when he lived there with Mrs. Frank Blood. 
He was born in Ashby, Massachusetts, October 24, 
1921, the son of Oliver and the late Annie (Smith) 
Kimball of Milford.
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JOHN J. KIRBY, Jr. WALTER F. KIRBY W AINO E. KOKKO

J o h n  J a m e s  K i r b y , J r ., AM M  3 / c —Leaving his 
senior year at Milford High School to enlist in the 
Navy, John Kirby was sworn in January 27, 1943, at 
Manchester and was sent for boot training to New
port, Rhode Island. For training as a mechanic on 
naval aircraft, he went to the Naval Air Station at 
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. His rate was aviation 
machinist’s mate 3 /c .

May 2, 1943, saw him at Wildwood, New Jersey, 
and then August brought his assignment to the air
craft carrier, USS Ticonderoga, more familiarly 
known as “Big T.” After a shakedown cruise, the 
ship left Norfolk via the Panama Canal for Pearl 
Harbor.

On November 3, 1944, the ship took part in the 
D-Day invasion of Leyte and attacked Luzon in the 
Philippines. In January, 1945, Kirby’s ship was in 
the China Sea for air attacks on Hong Kong, Canton, 
and Shanghai.

While the ship was on duty between Formosa and 
Japan, she was hit by two Japanese suicide planes. 
One hundred forty-four men were killed, two hun
dred injured. Kirby was one of the injured and 
received the Purple Heart Award. The Ticonderoga 
was then sent to Seattle, Washington, for repairs.

She was readied for the invasion of Okinawa and 
on D minus three, her planes joined in bombing 
installations to prepare for landings.

In July planes from the Ticonderoga began bomb- 
ing Japan. They first bombed Yokosuka, a big 
Japanese naval station, then Tokyo, Kure, and other 
places.

Kirby returned to Seattle, Washington, October 
4, 1945, and was discharged at Boston, December 
21, 1945.

John Kirby was born August 28, 1924, the son of 
John J. and the late Eva (Cochrane) Kirby of Mil
ford.

★
S e r g e a n t  W a l t e r  F r a n c i s  K ir b y  — Sergeant Kirby 
was one of the Milford boys who took part in the 
Normandy invasion. He went ashore on Omaha 
Beach on D-plus-four. He continued fighting through 
France—Isigny, St. Lo, Marseille, and Paris—with the 
3473rd Ordnance, Medium Automotive Maintenance

Company. He continued through Holland and Bel
gium to Germany, participating in the great battles 
of the Siegfried and Maginot Lines. He was with 
the 1st Army at Malmedy, St. Vith, and Spaa. In 
the Battle of the Bulge he was a bazooka man of 
the ordnance company that evacuated equipment.

His next battles took him through Kassel and 
Wiemar, a town completely sacked by the Germans.

North of Weimar his company made connections 
with the Russian Army. Sergeant Kirby drove for 
General Hodges the van trailer which held a thirty- 
foot map for the use of our officers.

In 1945, June 21, Kirby returned to Boston and 
was discharged, June 26, 1945.

Walter Kirby is the son of John J. and the late 
Eva (Cochrane) Kirby of Miltord. Born March 3, 
1915, in Goffstown, he came to Milford to reside in 
April, 1917.

Kirby was employed by the O. W. Carleton Truck
ing Company when he left to join the Army. He 
was sworn in January 8, 1941, and went for basic 
training to Fort E than Allen, Vermont.

★
T /4  W a i n o  E d w i n  K o k k o  — Among the early 
entrants into the Army was Waino Kokko, who 
entered service June 2, 1941. After reporting at Fort 
Devens, he went to Camp Lee, Virginia, for basic 
training. He was placed in the 4th Medical Bat
talion as a carpenter.

He took part in maneuvers at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, and later had duty at Camp Edwards, 
Massachusetts. On February 19, 1942, he was 
shipped to Iceland in the 208th General Hospital.

Twenty-two months later he went on to Blockley, 
England, with the 327th Station Hospital. In Feb
ruary, 1945, Kokko went to Toul, France, and in 
June, 1945, to Etampes, France. In September of 
that year he joined the 40th General Hospital in 
Paris. Shortly thereafter he embarked a t LeHavre 
and arrived at New York October 13. He was dis
charged at Fort Devens October 19, 1945.

Kokko is the son of Matti and Hilja (Salo) Kokko, 
and was born here December 1, 1915. He attended 
local schools, graduating in June, 1933, from the 
high school.
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W ILLIAM  E. KOKKO ARVO A. KOLEHM AINEN JOHN M. KOLEHMAINEN

S e r g g e a n t  W i l l i a m  E d w a r d  K o k k o  — After train
ing as an airplane maintenance technician, Sergeant 
Kokko saw service both in England and in France.

Kokko was sworn in October 29, 1942, and went 
to Atlantic City, New Jersey, for basic training. His 
special training as airplane maintenance technician 
was gained at Flint, Michigan, and a t Robbins 
Field, Georgia.

He le ft for England w ith the 11th Mobile Repair 
and Replacement Squadron in August of 1943 and 
was stationed at Norwich for a year and a half.

In February of 1945, Sergeant Kokko w ent into 
France and was stationed at Merville.

In May he returned to Bedford, England, where 
he was stationed for a month. He returned to the 
United States August 31, 1945, landing in New 
York. His discharge came on November 18, 1945, 
at Fort Devens.

Kokko was born in Milford, June 16, 1922. His 
parents are M atti and Hilja (Salo) Kokko of this 
town. Before he entered service he was employed at 
P ratt and W hitney Corporation in Hartford, Con
necticut, as a milling machine operator.

*

C p l . A r v o  A r m u s  K o l e h m a i n e n  — Stationed in 
Ireland with the 2nd Infantry Division, 12th Field 
Artillery Battalion, Service Battery, Arvo Kolehmain
en entered the invasion of France a t Normandy on 
D plus two (June 8, 1944).

He took part in the fighting in France, then was in 
the Battle of the Bulge in December, 1944, and Jan
uary, 1945. He was then in the Battle of the Rhine
land, and finally in the Battle for Germany.

Returning to the United States July 20, 1945, he 
was slated to begin training for Pacific service, but 
the end of the war with Japan brought his discharge 
at Camp Swift, Texas, on October 22, 1945.

He is the son of John W. and Selia (Hakkaamin) 
Kolehmainen, and was born here March 3, 1922. 
He attended Milford schools.

Kolehmainen was sworn in December 12, 1942, 
and went from Fort Devens to Camp McCoy, Wis
consin, for basic training. He sailed for Ireland 
October 8, 1943. Shortly before he left this country, 
he married Miss Eunice Boutilier of Nashua on 
August 21, 1943.

He was employed at the French and Heald Com
pany when he entered the Army.

*

P r i v a t e  J o h n  M a t t h i s  K o l e h m a i n e n  — Kolehmain
en entered military service August 17, 1942, at Man
chester. He reported for active duty August 31st at 
Fort Devens.

From Devens, John w ent to Camp Rucker, Ala
bama, for basic training, where he was assigned to 
the 336th Engineers, Company C.

He received a medical discharge there December 
22, 1942. The son of Tilda (Neimi) and the late 
Julius Kolehmainen of Milford, he was born here 
September 16, 1919, and attended local schools. Be
fore entering military service, he was employed at 
Rossi Brothers’ Granite Company in Milford.

John married Eileen Byrne on February 26, 1946. 
He died January 31, 1947.
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HENRY S. KRZYZANOWSKI KENNETH C. LANGDELL w . AUBREY LANGILLE

S / S g t . H e n r y  S t a n l e y  K r z y z a n o w s k i—A s machine 
gun platoon sergeant, Henry Krzyzanowski was in 
the battle of Oran and Algeria, Africa, beginning 
November 8, 1942, was in the battles for Tunisia the 
following May, landed with the first wave July 10th 
at Gela, Sicily, and was wounded July 20 at Gangi, 
in the fighting at Messina Strait.

On June 6, 1944 (D-D ay), he landed with the 
first wave at Normandy, and saw action a t St. Lo, 
Mons, Belgium, the Siegfried Line, and in the Battle 
of the Bulge. He crossed the Roer river into Ger
many and saw more fighting at Duren, Cologne 
plain and Remagen, then crossed the Rhine and went 
all the way to Karlsbad, Czechoslovakia.

He organized a dance band while overseas, in 
which he played the bass viol.

Born May 8, 1918, at Rome, New York, Krzyza
nowski is the son of Stanley and W anda (Dobrowski) 
Krzyzanowski of Sherrill, New York.

His Army service dates from June 23, 1936. He 
saw service in the Canal Zone, and at several stations 
in the United States before going to England July 
1, 1942. He sailed for Africa from England. He 
received his discharge June 29, 1945, at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey. He holds two Bronze Star Medals and 
the Silver Star Medal in addition to the Purple Heart.

On September 30, 1941, he married Antoinette 
Marchetti of Milford.

★

S g t . K e n n e t h  C o l b y  L a n g d e l l  — Entering the 
service on March 25, 1941, Sergeant Langdell had 
basic training at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and 
then was sent to Camp Blanding, Florida, as a mem
ber of the 172nd Field Artillery Battalion.

On February 12, 1942, he was sent to Bellows 
Falls, Vermont, and then to Togus, Maine, as a 
member of the 705th Military Police Battalion.

His first special assignment was as plant guard 
instructor, teaching commando tactics at Hartford, 
Connecticut. In July, 1943, he was transferred to 
the 214th Military Police Company at Camp

Wheeler, Georgia, and was sent to Camp Polk in 
Louisiana for duty. Then came amphibious training 
at Camp Pickett in Virginia.

Sergeant Langdell left New York for England on 
January 18, 1944, and was stationed at Torquay until 
D-Day, June 6, 1944, when he landed in France 
with the 6th Engineers Brigade, protecting and op
erating the beachhead. He was one of his unit to 
receive a citation for this action.

He went on to Louvain in Belgium, later partici
pating in the Battle of the Bulge. After V-E Day, 
he went to Acles in France for reassignment, and by 
September was back in New York, to be discharged 
at Fort Devens on October 4, 1945.

Langdell is the son of George and the late Minnie 
(Colby) Langdell of Milford. He was born here 
July 11, 1909, and graduated from Milford High 
School in 1927. He was employed at the French 
and Heald Company, Milford, when he enlisted.

*

W i l l i a m  A u b r e y  L a n g i l l e , C M 3 /c  —On Decem
ber 5, 1944, Langille was sworn in as a Navy man. 
He went for boot training to Sampson, New York. 
On being transferred in February to the Naval Con
struction Battalion, he went to Davisville, Rhode 
Island, for his training with that unit, as a carpenter’s 
mate.

In February he was shipped out with other Seabees 
of the 126th Naval Construction Battalion to Pearl 
Harbor.

May 25, 1945, saw him stationed at Okinawa, in 
the southern half of the island. He was on construc
tion work, running heavy equipment at Yana Baru. 
While Langille was working at Okinawa he ex
perienced two typhoons and a tidal wave.

He returned to the United States June 8, 1946, 
and was discharged on June 17 of that year.

Langille was bom in Milford, November 18, 1927. 
His parents are Cecil A. and Maude (Terrien) 
Langille, Wilton road, Milford. He was an employee 
at Hayward Farms when he enlisted in the Navy.
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NAOMI LANOUETTE RICHARD W. LAW RENCE HERBERT A. LEACH

1 s t  L i e u t . N a o m i  L a n o u e t t e  — Lieutenant Naomi 
Lanouette had the distinction of serving in the first 
American hospital set up in New Guinea.

L ieutenant Lanouette received her nurse’s training 
a t the Massachusetts General Hospital. She had 
also taken the Public H ealth Course at Simmons.

Miss Lanouette was indoctrinated as an Army 
Nurse September 15, 1941, at Fort Devens, after 
which she was sent to Fort Barrancas, Florida.

On M arch 1, 1942, she left for Brisbane, Australia, 
sailing with the F irst Evacuation Hospital Unit. 
After ten months of service in Australia she was sent 
to New Guinea with the 135th Medical Regiment 
and was stationed at the foot of the Kokoda Trail, 
in the first American hospital on that island.

In September she flew over the Owen Stanley 
Mountains to join her unit at Oro Bay. In January, 
1944, the entire group of nurses sailed to Sidney, 
Australia, and from there via Brisbane to San F ran
cisco for much needed rest.

After her leave, Miss Lanouette was assigned to 
the Hoff General Hospital a t Santa Barbara.

More recently she has been a t the M adigan Gen
eral Hospital a t F ort Lewis, Washington.

Naomi Lanouette is the daughter of the late 
Adolphe and the late Eva (Taylor) Lanouette, both 
former Milford residents. She was born on Sep
tem ber 1, 1905, and graduated from Milford High 
School in 1924.

★
C o m m a n d e r  R i c h a r d  W a s o n  L a w r e n c e  — Dr. 
Richard Lawrence left his dental practice in Milford 
for active Navy service on November 30, 1942. He 
had been a lieutenant in the Naval Reserve since 
1936. Reporting at Newport, Rhode Island, he was 
located for seventeen months at the Newport Naval 
Hospital as oral surgeon.

It was aboard the USS Bountiful, a hospital ship, 
that Commander Lawrence served in the Pacific. He 
boarded ship at Manus Island, February 23, 1945. 
His ship touched at Ulithi Lagoon, Iwo Jima and 
Saipan, picking up and discharging patients. During 
the invasion of Iwo Jima, the ship stood by the scene 
of action during the day to receive casualties.

After trips to Guam and Ulithi the ship proceeded 
to the Okinawa area to service the fleet at sea. There 
they were caught in the typhoon of June 5, 1945.

The Bountiful next went to Leyte Gulf to act as 
station hospital. In August the ship picked up 
patients at Samar, Hollandia, New Guinea and 
Manus Island and proceeded to Pearl Harbor and 
San Francisco. He was detached November 1, 1945.

He then volunteered for six months’ extended 
duty and was stationed at Newport Naval Training 
station, first as' executive officer in the dental de
partm ent, then as senior dental officer. He received 
the rank of commander in March, 1946, and was 
placed in the Officers’ Reserve June 1, 1946.

Dr. Lawrence was born April 30, 1909, at Man
chester, the son of Verna (Wason) and the late Dr. 
Charles T. Lawrence. He took two years pre
medical training at the University of New Ham p
shire, then attended the Harvard University Dental 
School, graduating in 1933. Then followed a year 
of internship in oral surgery in the Massachusetts 
General Hospital.

He came to Milford to practice dentistry in 1933. 
He was instructor in oral surgery at Harvard Dental 
School from 1933 to 1942.

★
P r i v a t e  H e r b e r t  A l l e n  L e a c h  — Herbert Leach, 
the son of Ralph A. and Helen (Houghton) Leach 
was born in Milford, August 31, 1927, and attended 
Milford schools. He enlisted first in the Merchant 
Marine and later in the Army.

Leach was working at the Perley Chappel Farm 
in Milford when he joined the Merchant Marine. 
Enlisting at Boston, Massachusetts, July 30, 1945, 
he went to Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, August 6.

On November 23, of the same year, he enlisted 
in the Army. Leach was then sent to Camp Roberts, 
California, for his basic Army training.

On April 1, 1946, he sailed for Le Havre, France. 
From there, he was sent to Bamberg and Frankfurt, 
Germany, in the Headquarters Company, Headquar
ters Command, Service Section. He was in the Army 
of Occupation for ten months. He was discharged 
April 27, 1947.
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RAYMOND H. LEEPER GEORGE F. LEMANDER NELSON V. LEMNER

C a p t a i n  R a y m o n d  H. L e e p e r  — Raymond Leeper 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps at Chanute Field, Illi
nois, December 14, 1917, and served in World W ar 
I with the 210th Aero Squadron at Doncaster, York
shire, England. He was discharged December 24,O O '
1918, and on December 29, 1919, he enlisted in 
the Marine Corps at Chicago, in which branch of the 
service he has served ever since.

He has been connected with air stations at Quan- 
tico, Virginia; Guam, Santo Domingo City, Domini
can Republic; Managua, Nicaragua; Port au Prince, 
Haiti; St. Thomas, Virgin Islands; and San Diego, 
California.

He received his captain’s rank in December, 1943, 
while serving with the Headquarters Squadron, 1st 
Marine Airwing and Marine Air Group 11. He was 
an engineering and material officer while at Noumea, 
New Caledonia, and at Esperitu Santo Island of the 
New Hebrides Group.

Returning to the United States in September, 
1943, he was stationed at the Marine Corps Air Sta
tion at Parris Island, South Carolina, and a t the 
Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy Department, in W ash
ington.

At present he is at Headquarters, Marine Corps, 
Division of Aviation, in Washington, and due for 
retirement January 20, 1949.

Captain Leeper, son of Margaret (Haw) Lytle, 
was born February 17, 1901, at Cloquet, Minnesota. 
He married Grace Parker of Milford.

P f c . G e o r g e  F r a n c i s  L e m a n d e r  — In four years of 
war, Lemander saw duty in both European and 
Pacific areas, the service in the former winning him 
the Bronze Star Medal.

Lemander was born December 16, 1921, in Bos
ton, the son of George E. and Rhoda (Woods) 
Lemander. He attended the University of New 
Hampshire after a high school course at Peterborough 
and came to Milford to live in 1939.

He enlisted and was sworn into the Army May 
18, 1942, reporting for active duty at Fort Devens 
September 21. He was sent first to Nashville, Ten

nessee, and then to Maxwell Field, Alabama, for 
pre-flight training in the Air Corps. After a short 
primary training at Camden, South Carolina, he was 
reclassified at Biloxi, Mississippi, and sent to Lincoln 
Air Base, Nebraska, to attend airplane mechanics 
school. In June, 1943, he went to Washington Uni
versity, St. Louis, Missouri, for training in basic en
gineering. Still further training, this time in artillery, 
was given him at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

He was placed in the 97th Infantry in May, 1944, 
and February 19, 1945, sailed from New York for 
LeHavre, France. Through France and Belgium he 
went into combat with the 387th Infantry, Company 
C, in Germany and Czechoslovakia, fighting until 
four days after V-E Day.

In July, 1945, he returned to the United States. 
After a furlough he reported to Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, for Pacific duty. On August 29, he left 
California for Leyte in the Philippines, and on Oc
tober 1 he began occupational duty on the Island of 
Honshu, Japan.

He returned in January, 1946, and was discharged 
February 6, 1946.

C o r p o r a l  N e l s o n  V a l m o r e  L e m n e r  — Corporal 
Lemner was living in Milford and working in Nashua 
for the Johns-Manville Corporation when he enlisted 
in the Marine Corps. He was sworn in a t Manchester 
on January 18, 1943.

He went to Parris Island, South Carolina, for boot 
training and later to Cherry Point, North Carolina.

From March, 1944, to November he was stationed 
at Corvallis, Oregon. In November he was moved 
to California, first going to El Centro, then to Camp 
Mirimar, and then to El Centro again. In H ead
quarters Squadron 35, Marine Corps, Third Wing, 
he served as cook.

Lemner was born March 22, 1916, at Winchendon, 
Massachusetts. He is the son of Maude (Quinn) 
and the late Joseph V. Lemner. He attended school 
both in Worcester and in East Templeton, Massa
chusetts, coming to Milford in 1938.

He was discharged March 12, 1946, at Bainbridge, 
Maryland.
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RICHARD H. MACE RICHARD W. MacKENZIE FRANK E. MAFFEE

R ic h a r d  H a r t f o r d  M a c e , F  1 /c  — Born in South- 
boro, Massachusetts, on April 9, 1927, the son of 
Leon W. and Floy (Veinot) Mace of Brookfield, 
Massachusetts, Richard Mace went to school in Con
cord and Brookfield, Massachusetts, and spent a 
year at Milford High School. He came to Milford 
to live w ith his sister, Mrs. Brenton Macdonald, and 
enlisted in the Naval Reserve at M anchester April 
8, 1945.

He had boot training at Sampson, New York, be
ginning June 6, and then was sent to Portland, 
Oregon, where he boarded the destroyer Woodworth 
for a shakedown cruise in the Caribbean and Atlantic 
area.

He was at Charleston, South Carolina, from De
cember 1, 1945, to July 23, 1946, where he helped 
decommission the USS Lardner and USS Cotten.

He received his discharge at Boston on August 
26, 1946.

★

P f c . R i c h a r d  W a r r e n  M a c k e n z i e  — MacKenzie 
graduated from Milford High School in 1930 and 
from the Nashua Business College in 1933 and was 
employed a t a clothing store in Nashua when he 
entered the Army on November 24, 1942, at Man
chester.

From Fort Devens he was sent to Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina, for basic training with the 100th 
Infantry Division, Anti-Tank Company, 397th Regi
ment. H e took part in maneuvers in Tennessee and 
then was at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, where he 
attended Cooks and Bakers School, graduating as 
first cook.

He left New York October 6, 1944, for Marseille, 
France, and seven days after arriving his unit was 
on the front line with the 7th Army. He fought 
through the Vosge Mountains, then through Saar 
Valley into Germany. Neustadt was next and then 
came the crossing of the Rhine at Ludwigshafen 
and Mannheim. He next went to the south, to Heil- 
bronn and then to Stuttgart, and was at Esslingen 
when the war ended.

MacKenzie was at Illertissen, near the Danube 
River for about a month, after which he Was sent

back to Stuttgart where was in the photography 
section.

He was discharged at Camp Edwards, in Massa
chusetts on October 29, 1945. He received the 
Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious Service Award 
and the Combat Infantry Badge.

He is the son of Albert L. and Fannie (Keating) 
MacKenzie of Milford and was born in Dorchester, 
Massachusetts, May 21, 1910, coming to Milford 
to reside in 1923.

★

T / S g t . F r a n k  E d m u n d  M a f f e e  — Sergeant Maffee 
saw almost two years of constant duty in the medium 
and heavy automotive ordnance corps in many of 
the battle areas of Europe. He was active in taking 
new and repaired motor vehicles to the front lines 
and bringing back the damaged cars.

He arrived in.Liverpool, England, May 15, 1944, 
with the 482nd Ordnance Evacuation Company. He 
was stationed at Bristol and Southampton. His first 
job was to convey amphibious trucks (ducks) across 
the Channel under fire and through mined waters to 
Utah Beach in France. On August 12, he crossed 
with the 3rd Army to Utah Beach, and was occupied 
in supplying the front lines with usable vehicles, at 
Metz, France, and Luxembourg. He moved on to 
Liege in Belgium with the 9th Army; then to Maas
tricht in Holland; Munchen and Gladbach in Ger
many, then Detmolt, Madgeburg, Hamm, where he 
was on V-E Day. In June, 1945, he went to Kassel, 
Germany, then was transferred to the 244th Medium 
Automotive Ordnance Company.

Later he serviced vehicles in Berlin and Bremer- 
haven and came home to be discharged a t Fort 
Devens January 21, 1946.

His unit received a Presidential Citation for 
outstanding performance of duty in the Rhineland 
with the 9th Army.

Maffee was born in Boston May 12, 1914, son of 
Frederick and the late Clara (St. Peter) Maffee of 
Milford and came here in 1920. He was working at 
the Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Navy Yard when 
he was sworn in May 6, 1943.
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CHARLES A. MAGEE ALFRED J. MAHONEY, JR. JOHN J. MAHONEY

C h a r l e s  A r t h u r  M a g e e , RM 3 /c  - For three years 
Charles Magee saw service in many of the remote 
islands and ports in the Pacific as a radioman in the 
Navy. Leaving Port Hueneme, California, in May, 
1943, he went to New Caledonia and was assigned 
to the 6th Special Naval Construction Battalion.

Three months at Noumea, New Caledonia, was 
followed by two months at Guadalcanal. Then came 
the Russell Islands and, after transfer to the LST 446, 
his ship hauled supplies from Guadalcanal to Bou
gainville and Vella Lavella. He later was on LST 219.

In February, 1944, he was in the invasion of 
Green Island. In July he was at the initial landing 
at Guam, and next was engaged in the initial land
ing at Leyte in the Philippines, on October 17th. He 
next took part in the invasion of Luzon. The first 
six months of 1945 he was based at Leyte.

He was discharged at San Pedro January 10, 
1946.

Magee enlisted at Manchester on January 29, 1943. 
He received his W ar Emergency Diploma from Mil
ford High School in June, 1943. He received his 
boot training at Williamsburg, Virginia.

He is the son of Cecelia (Lawrence) Magee and 
the late Charles A. Magee of Milford and was born 
at Farmington, New Hampshire, October 2, 1924, 
coming to Milford to reside in 1940.

S g t . A l f r e d  J a m e s  M a h o n e y , J r . — After prelim
inary training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Ser
geant Mahoney attended technical school at Chanute 
Field, Illinois, and graduated as air corps mechanic, 
June 12, 1942. He also attended specialists’ school 
there until August 30.

Mahoney left New York City October 30, 1942, 
and was in the invasion at Casablanca in November, 
then went to Algeria and next was in the Tunisian 
Campaign, with the 55th Service Squadron, Army 
Air Force, as mechanic and specialist in instruments.

He was in the Sicilian Campaign in July, 1943, 
on D-Day plus 10, and was in the action in Italy

the following October. While in Italy he worked 
with the 15th Air Force, Pursuit Group, along the 
Volturno River. He was in Corsica with the 12th Air 
Force for a short time, and later was stationed near 
Ancona on the Adriatic coast for five months.

He was discharged at Fort Devens May 14, 1945, 
the first Milford man to be discharged after V-E Day.

Mahoney is the son of Ruth (Smith) Comolli and 
the late Alfred Mahoney of Milford. He was born at 
Peterborough, New Hampshire, March 15, 1920. He 
came to Milford in 1926, and graduated from Milford 
High School in 1938. He was employed at the Abbott 
Machine Company in Wilton when he enlisted Jan
uary 8, 1942.

P f c . J o h n  J e r i m i a h  M a h o n e y  — The son of Dennis 
Mahoney and the late Catherine (Hood) Mahoney 
of Milford, Mahoney was born in Lynn, Massachu
setts, on December 11, 1916, and came to Milford 
in 1923. He attended schools here.

He was working as a steward at the Post Exchange 
in Fort Old, California, when he enlisted in the 
Army at San Francisco November 4, 1941.

He had basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
and was at Fort Lawton, Washington, for a  month. 
He left Seattle in March, 1942, with the 4th Infantry 
Division, Company I, and went to Anchorage, Alaska, 
where he was stationed at Fort Richardson.

After some time at Adak and Attu in the Aleutian 
Islands, he returned to Seattle December 2, 1943, 
spent a month at Fort Lewis, Washington, and then 
went to Fort Benning, Georgia, for a year, assigned 
to the 3rd Infantry Division, Company L.

He left Boston for LeHavre March 8, 1945, and 
went to Metz in France and then Mainz, Germany. 
He was stationed at the latter city when the war 
ended.

For eight weeks afterward he was at Darmstadt 
guarding prisoners, and then returned to Fort Devens 
to be discharged November 1, 1945.
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ALFRED D. MANNING LLOYD J. MANNING VINCENT MANNINO

S / S g t . A l f r e d  D e l a n o  M a n n i n g  — Manning was 
bom  in Biddeford, Maine, September 6, 1916, the 
son of Ruth (Billings) Robie, now of Laconia, New 
Hampshire, and the late Ralph G. Manning of Mil
ford. He came first to Milford in 1923 and attended 
school here until 1930 when he moved to Florida. 
He went to school in Concord, New Hampshire, for 
a year, finally returning to Milford, and was working 
for the-F rench  and Heald Company when he en 
listed in the Regular Army May 25, 1940, at Boston.

He had training at Fort Slocum, New York, and 
Fort McDowell, California. In August, he w ent to 
Honolulu and was assigned to 33rd Quartermaster 
and Ordnance (Light M aintenance) Battalion. He 
was stationed at Schofield Barracks at Oahu, Hawaii, 
for recruit training in the 35th Infantry Regiment. He 
was at Honolulu on December 7, 1941.

He next was in the 3554th Ordnance Medium 
Automotive M aintenance Company on detached ser
vice at Olla, Hawaii, after which he went back to 
Honolulu in April, 1943. He was discharged June 15,
1945, at Fort Devens.

He married Sadie Bennett of Wolfeboro on May 
13, 1944, while on furlough in the United States 
from his station in Hawaii, where he was cook and 
mess sergeant.

He re-enlisted in the Army Air Force April 13,
1946, and is now at Presque Isle, Maine.

★

L l o y d  J o h n  M a n n i n g , MM 2 /c  —After basic train
ing at Newport, Rhode Island, Manning attended 
the Motor Machinists’ School at W entworth Institute 
in Boston, and then the Steam School in New York 
City, after which he was assigned to the destroyer 
peH aven.

He left in June, 1944, for Pearl Harbor and from 
then on participated in many of the notable events 
in the Pacific war. In August his ship joined Task 
Force 38 (later called Task Force 58) and took part 
in all carrier operations with tha t group.

He was in the invasions of Leyte, Luzon, Two Jima,

Okinawa and the final attacks on China and Japan 
proper. August 15, 1945, found his ship closest to 
Japan on advanced radar picket duty, and on Sep
tember 2 he was but 1500 yards from the USS Mis
souri where the final surrender of Japan took place.

He left Tokyo Bay for San Francisco on September 
20th, but in February made a trip back to Shanghai, 
China, was back in California late in April and was 
discharged at Boston June 28, 1946.

Manning is the son of Lloyd D. and Margaret 
(Shea) Manning of Pine Valley, Milford. He was 
born in Nashua August 17, 1925. He graduated from 
Milford High School in 1943, and was sworn in at 
Manchester May 27, 1943.

★

T /5  V i n c e n t  M a n n i n o  -  Entering the service April 
8, 1943, Mannino was sworn in at Manchester and 
reported to Camp Blanding, Florida, for basic train
ing in the infantry. He was next stationed at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, until he went to the Arkansas 
State College at Jonesboro in the Army Specialized 
Training Program. Finishing engineer’s training in 
April, 1944, he was sent to Camp Claiborne, Lou
isiana.

In August he left for Australia as a welder in the 
1383rd Engineers Petroleum Distribution Company. 
He went to New Guinea October 5th, and to the 
Netherlands East Indies the first part of 1945. In 
June and on V-J Day, he was in Luzon, Philippine 
Islands, and in September, 1945, he was with the 
Army of Occupation in Japan.

He arrived back in the United States January 28, 
1946, and received his discharge February 6, 1946, 
at Fort Devens.

Mannino was born July 29, 1923, at Milford, 
the son of Santo and Sebastiana (Passanisi) Mannino 
of Milford. He attended the Milford schools, grad
uating in 1941. W hen he entered the Army he was 
employed at the Bethlehem Steel Corporation, 
Quincy, Massachusetts.
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FELICE MARCHESI PRIMO C. MARCUCCI RAYMOND B. MARSHALL

1 s t  S g t . F e l i c e  M a r c h e s i  — Sergeant Marchesi 
went into France with the 3rd Army, landing on 
Utah Beach August 8, 1944, after a short stay in 
England. He was with the Reconnaissance Com
pany of the 774th Tank Destroyer Battalion and 
fought with the 20th Corps through LeMans, 
Chartres, Paris, Epernay, Reims, Verdun, Metz and 
Saarlautern, France, then to Arlon in Belgium, and 
across the German border for a time.

He was in the Battle of the Bulge for a day and a 
half, then was returned to France to the Siegfried 
Line for setting up of defense. He crossed the Rhine 
River at Ludwigshafen in March, 1945, and after a 
week’s rest was stationed at Reutlingen. After V-E 
Day he was on occupational duty near Pilsen, 
Czechoslovakia.

Sergeant Marchesi was employed by the Public 
Service Company of New Hampshire when he 
entered the Army March 25, 1941. He received his 
first training at Fort Bragg in North Carolina, Camp 
Blanding in Florida, and was in the 774th Tank De
stroyer Division, Headquarters Company, when he 
left for England. He was discharged at Fort Devens 
October 24, 1945.

He is the son of Lorenzo and Theresa (Monti) 
Marchesi of Milford, was born in Milford February 
1, 1913, and graduated from Milford High School 
in 1932.

★
M /S g t . P r i m o  C h a r l e s  M a r c u c c i — After graduat
ing from Milford High School in 1936, Marcucci 
studied industrial safety engineering at the Uni
versity of New Hampshire and entered the employ of 
Johns-Manville Corporation at Nashua, New Ham p
shire.

He was sworn in at Manchester on November 24, 
1942, after which he had extended training. From 
Fort Devens he went to Fort Slocum, New York, 
then Camp Shanks in New York, where he was with 
the Medical Detachment at the Station Hospital in 
charge of the admission and disposition office. In 
June, 1944, he went to Camp Murray, Washington, 
for infantry training. He next went to the adminis
tration school at Fort Lewis, Washington, and then

to Camp Seibert, Alabama, for chemical warfare 
training. After stops at Indiantown Gap in Pennsyl
vania and Seattle, Washington, he left the United 
States in May, 1945.

Arriving at Schofield Barracks in Hawaii, he was 
assigned to the Adjutant General’s Department, 
Headquarters IX Corps, and with this unit he went 
to Ulithi, Eniwetok and later to the Philippines.

On V-J Day he left for Japan, landing at Amori, 
then served at Sapporo on the island of Hokkaido; 
Sandai, Yokohama, and Tokyo.

He was discharged February 16 at Fort Devens.
He is the son of Louise (Comi) Marcucci and 

the late Charles Marcucci of Milford. He was born 
here November 1, 1917. On May 30, 1942, he mar
ried Stacia Krugla of Nashua.

★
S / S g t . R a y m o n d  B e l l  M a r s h a l l —Marshall attend
ed the New Hampshire School of Accounting and 
Finance at Manchester after graduating from Mil
ford High School in 1934, and was employed by 
French and Heald Company when he entered the 
Army May 20, 1942.

His first training was at Miami Beach, Florida, 
then at the Technical School, Chanute Field, Illinois. 
After this came further training at the Goodyear 
Rubber Company in Akron, Ohio.

He left for Sydney, Australia, in June, 1943, then 
went to Port Moresby, New Guinea. After experienc
ing Jap raids there, he left in January, 1944, by plane 
to go over the Hump in New Guinea to Dobodura. 
He was on detached service with the 46th Headquar
ters and Headquarters Squadron there. In July, he 
was at Oro Bay, setting up an Intransit Depot.

He rejoined his squadron, the 5th Engine Overhaul 
Squadron, which had been changed to the 334th 
Depot Repair Squadron, and went to Finschhafen. 
After V-J Day the squadron was assigned to a field 
between Tokyo and Yokohama and Sergeant Marshall 
remained there until he returned to Tacoma, Wash
ington. He was discharged December 5, 1945.

He is the son of George and Caroline (Bell) 
Marshall of Milford, where he was born May 14, 
1915.
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W ALTER F. LIBERTY ATTILO I. LOCICERO ROSARIO C. LOCICERO

P f c . W a l t e r  F r e d  L i b e r t y  — Although a native of 
Wilton, W alter Liberty made his home in Milford 
when he entered the Army on April 30, 1942. He 
w ent from M anchester to Fort Devens, then to Fort 
Eustis, Virginia, for basic training.

In July, 1942, he was sent to Camp Davis, North 
Carolina, to join the 430th Coast Artillery Battalion, 
Anti-Aircraft. He became a private first class in 
December, 1942.

He was given a medical discharge September 29, 
1943, at Camp Davis.

He is the son of the late Steven and the late Rose 
(Gregoire) Liberty of Wilton, born there October 1, 
1909. He attended W ilton schools, and was em 
ployed at the Hillsborough Mills when he entered 
the Army.

★

P f c . A t t i l o  I t a l o  L o c i c e r o  — Locicero was attend
ing the Scott Carbee School of Art in Boston when 
he was sworn into the Army on October 8, 1942, and 
he had been working in his father s barber shop in 
Milford. He reported at Fort Devens on October 22, 
and was sent to Camp Forrest, Tennessee, for basic 
training, and there helped transport supplies for the 
316th Escort Guard. He was assigned to the 94th 
Bakery Battalion, Company A, on supply work and 
setting up areas, a t Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
where he was transferred December 15, 1942.

The 94th Battalion became the 686th and was sent 
to Camp Stoneman, California, in February, 1943. 
Locicero left the United States March 31st and after 
a short stop in the Fiji Islands and New Caledonia 
went to Guadalcanal, where he was based for three 
months. He w ent to Munda, New Georgia, in the 
Solomon group, in August, and was there nineteen 
months. He spent two weeks at Mindoro in the Phil
ippines, and then saw action on Mindanao. He was 
transferred to the 124th Infantry Regiment, 31st 
Infantry Division, to come home, and arrived at 
Camp Stoneman, California, December 18, 1945. 
He was discharged January 6, 1946, at Fort Devens.

Locicero is the son of Louis and the late Elizabeth 
(Oliver) Locicero of Milford. He was born in Mil

ford February 16, 1921. He attended local schools 
and graduated from the high school in 1939.

★

S e r g e a n t  R o s a r i o  C h a r l e s  L o c i c e r o  — A man who 
has the distinction of having been in London when 
the first German robot bomb arrived, Rosario Lo
cicero was in the forefront of the fighting in France, 
and was among the first five Americans to enter 
Versailles.

He entered service on May 6,1943, at Fort Devens, 
after being sworn in April 29th at Manchester. He 
went to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for basic train
ing in communications, and while on maneuvers in 
Louisiana, his outfit operated General Hodges’ gen
eral headquarters.

Shipped overseas with Company A, 302nd Signal 
Operational Battalion, he landed at Bristol, England. 
After enduring bomb attacks on London, he was 
sent to a staging area, then on July 13, 1944, across 
the channel to Omaha beach near Isigny, Normandy, 
France. From there he joined the hard fighting at 
Colombieres, and fought through Carentan, St. Lo, 
Pevriers and St. Sauveur-Lendelin.

In addition to entering Versailles, he fought at 
Paris, Avranches, Laval, LeMans, Chartres and 
Verdun in France, then in Germany, Metz, Kaiser- 
Lautern and Mainz, reaching W iesbadan before V-E 
Day. His outfit was awarded a unit citation for 
meritorious service. He later was in Augsburg, 
Bavaria, then returned to Heidelberg. He later went 
to Mannheim, Frankfurt, Bad Homberg and finally 
Grohn, Germany, embarking at Bremerhaven for 
home. He was discharged at Fort Devens January 
21, 1946.

He is the son of Anthony and Antoinette (Sano) 
Locicero, and was born here December 22, 1924. 
He attended local schools, graduated from the high 
school in June, 1942. W ith the NYA, he took a radio 
mechanics course at Quoddy Village, Maine. Prior 
to entering service, he was an electrical worker at 
the Bethlehem Steel Corporation shipyard in East 
Boston.
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ROSARIO L. LOCICERO JOHN A.

P f c . R o s a r i o  L o u i s  L o c i c e r o  — Locicero left the 
employ of the Nashua Gummed and Coated Paper 
Company when he entered the Army October 1,
1943, at Manchester, and after training at Camp 
Croft, South Carolina, left the United States April 
1, 1944, in an Infantry Replacement Battalion. His 
first duty was as barber in Supreme Headquarters,
Allied Expeditionary Force, at London.

Transferred to the 80th Division, 318th Infantry 
Regiment, Company E, he went on November 13,
1944, into Luxembourg and then to Belgium, near 
Bastogne.

He saw his first real action on the Maginot Line 
at Saarbrucken in Germany on Thanksgiving Day 
where he was slightly wounded. Returning to Lux
embourg he was again in action at Wilshire where 
he was captured by the Germans while on patrol 
duty. But after three days, while his own outfit was 
firing on the town, he escaped. His next battle was 
at the Our River where he was wounded for the 
second time February 7, 1945.

He was hospitalized in France and England but 
on June 3 he rejoined his outfit in Austria and was 
sent to Kemton, Germany, for occupational duty.
He was discharged at Fort Devens December 18,
1945,

His service brought him the Purple Heart with 
Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze Star Medal for out
standing service and the Combat Infantry Badge.

The son of Louis Locicero and the late Elizabeth 
(Oliver) Locicero of Milford, Locicero was born 
here January 20, 1911, and attended the Milford 
schools. On October 2, 1938, at Sandown, New 
Hampshire, he married Roberta Forbes of Nashua.

★

S / S g t . J o h n  A l v a  L o r d  —After being sworn in at 
Manchester March 15, 1944, John Lord went to New 
Orleans Army Base in Louisiana, to study for duty 
as transportation clerk, in Company A, 1st Battalion,
2nd Regiment,

LORD FREDERICK LORDEN

He was then based successively at Camp Plauche, 
Louisiana; at Reynolds and Indiantown Gap in 
Pennsylvania, and Fort Jackson in South Carolina. 
He received his discharge at Fort Devens on June 
1, 1946.

Lord is the son of'William and Edith (Gray) Lord 
of Pittsburg, New Hampshire, where he was bom 
June 21, 1915. He attended schools there, graduat
ing from Pittsburg High School in 1932, and later 
attended McArthur’s Business College in Northamp
ton, Massachusetts. He came to Milford in 1939 and 
was employed by Spaulding and Sons of Billerica, 
Massachusetts, and Milford.

★

P f c . F r e d e r i c k  L o r d e n  — After being sworn in Feb
ruary 22, 1943, at Manchester, Lorden reported to 
Fort Devens on March 1 and received his basic 
training at Fort Bliss, Texas. From November, 1943, 
to June, 1944, he was based successively at Marys
ville, Santa Rosa, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, and 
Camp Cooke, California.

He went to Hawaii on June 16, 1944, as a truck 
driver in the 483rd Anti-Aircraft Artillery, Airwing 
Battalion. After a short time in Hawaii, he went 
to Guadalcanal. In September he landed on Auguar, 
in the Palau Islands, where he saw action. On Oc
tober 21, he went to Azore, in the Ulithi Islands, 
where his unit fought off severe Jap bombing attacks. 
He was sent to Saipan to prepare for the invasion 
of Iwo Jima, and on February 19, D-Day, he was 
on a ship at Iwo Jima and went into action there on 
February 28.

He arrived in San Pedro, California, December 23, 
1945, and received his discharge January 1, 1946, 
at Fort Devens.

Born June 29, 1923, at Milford, Lorden is the son 
of Dennis F. and the late Mildred (Schempp) Lor
den of Milford. He attended the Milford schools, 
graduating in 1941. He was employed by his father 
at the Lorden Lumber Company when he entered the 
Army.
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KENNETH A. LORDEN FRED R. LUONGO JOHN J. LUONGO

1 s t  S e r g e a n t  K e n n e t h  A d o l p h  L o r d e n  — Before 
Kenneth Lorden entered the armed forces he was 
employed by his father, Dennis F. Lorden, at the 
Lorden Lumber Company. He was sworn in Sep
tember 8, 1942, and was sent to Camp Haan, Cali
fornia, for his basic training.

He was assigned to the 37th Brigade at Los 
Angeles before going to Long Beach, California, for 
Service Command. He attended Radar School for a 
few months at Rodondo Beach and in January, 1943, 
returned to Long Beach.

After being stationed for a time at Fort Ord, 
Sergeant Lorden left the United States January 19, 
1945, for Leyte in the Philippines. There he was 
placed in the 367th Anti-aircraft Artillery, Search
light Battalion. W ith the 367th he proceeded to 
Finschhafen, New Guinea, where he served as 
section chief in the 736th Gun Battalion, having 
charge of radar, searchlight, and machine guns.

Again he was sent to the Philippines, this tim e to 
Luzon, and returned to the United States. He was 
discharged February 9, 1946, at Fort Devens.

Kenneth Lorden was born March 8, 1921, in Mil
ford, the son of Dennis F. and the late Mildred 
(Schempp) Lorden. He graduated from Milford 
High School in 1940.

★

T / S e r g e a n t  F r e d  R a l p h  L u o n g o  -  Fred Luongo 
was born in Milford on May 2, 1914, the son of Maria 
(Paglicco) and the late Frank Luongo. He graduat
ed from Milford High School in 1932, continuing his 
education first at the Coburn Classical Institute in 
Waterville, Maine, and then at Holy Cross College 
in W orcester, Massachusetts. Before he enlisted he 
was working at Nashua Gummed and Coated Paper 
Company in Nashua.

After being sworn in on January 27, 1942, he 
w ent to Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, for basic 
training. He was assigned to the Station Hospital. 
He left for Iceland in August and was assigned to 
the 208th General Hospital and the 327th and the 
365th Station Hospitals in Iceland.

In June, 1944, Sergeant Luongo was shipped to 
England and landed on Utah Beach, France, July 
15th. He was temporarily on duty at the 5th Gen
eral Hospital at St. M ere-Eglise, France.

In September, he went to Paris with the 365th 
Station Hospital and was stationed a t the American 
Hospital of Paris. Later he was with the 40th 
General Hospital. He married Odette Bonafont of 
Paris on May 11, 1945. In October he sailed for the 
United States and was discharged October 19, 1945, 
a t Fort Devens. He participated in a unit citation for 
outstanding service while attached to the 40th Gen
eral Hospital.

★

C o r p o r a l  J o h n  J a m e s  L u o n g o  -  More than three 
years of active duty in this country took Corporal 
Luongo to many parts of the United States, and 
perm itted him to capitalize on his musical training 
as a member of several Air Corps bands.

He entered the Army in Manchester January 18,
1943, and after reporting at Fort Devens, went to 
Miami Beach, Florida, for basic training in the Air 
Corps. He was sent to Greeley Field in Colorado for 
Army Administration training at Colorado State 
College, and then went to Baer Field, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.

He was based at Alliance, Nebraska, with the 
411th Squadron in July, 1943, and in Decembei,
1944, was transferred to Sioux City, Iowa, wheie he 
was company clerk and bandsman in the 556th Air 
Force Band. He was at Fort Custer, Michigan, with 
the 454th Band in January, 1945, and the following 
July was at Camp Grant, Illinois, with the 363rd Air 
Force Band. He was transferred to Camp Jordan, 
Washington, in December, 1945, and was discharged 
at Fort Lewis, Washington, February 11, 1946.

Corporal Luongo is the son of Maria (Paglicco) 
and the late Frank Luongo of Milford. He was born 
in Milford October 6, 1912. He was employed by the 
Nashua Gummed and Coated Paper Company when 
he entered the Army. While stationed in Nebraska 
he married Irene Olson of Alliance, Nebraska, on 
August 19, 1944.
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DONALD E. LYNCH KENNETH E. LYNCH ROBERT C. LYNCH

P f c .  D o n a l d  E d w i n  L y n c h  —  Donald Lynch was 
with the 362nd Infantry during the difficult cam
paigns in Italy. He was at Chianni, in the Appenines. 
He fought in Futa Pass and in the Battle of the 
Gothic Line. In all, he was one hundred and forty- 
five days in combat, sixty-two of them in succession.

Private Lynch was born in Milford, February 2, 
1906, son of Catherine (O’Hanlon) and the late 
Edwin Lynch of Milford. While employed at Salem, 
Massachusetts, as assembler of valves at the Atwood 
Morrell Company, he entered service July 21, 1943, 
at Boston.

For basic training he went to Camp Hood, Texas. 
In January, 1944, he was sent to Camp Adair, Ore
gon. On April 12, he sailed from Newport News, 
Virginia, for Oran, North Africa, and received 
amphibious training there.

June 19, 1944, saw him in Naples, Italy. On July 
11, he went into action as a machine gunner in the 
362nd Infantry, Company M, at Chianni. He crossed 
the Arno River into the Appenines and then went 
on to Futa Pass and the Battle of the Gothic Line.

On V-E Day he was in the Po Valley. From 
Gorizia, Italy, he returned to the United States, 
arriving September 10, 1945. He received his 
discharge seven days later, September 17, 1945.

★

C o r p o r a l  K e n n e t h  E l t o n  L y n c h  — Kenneth Lynch 
was born May 5, 1913, of Milford parents, Catherine 
(O’Hanlon) and the late Edwin Lynch. He was with 
the John R. Martin Plumbing Company when he 
entered the service.

He was sworn in the Army May 6, 1943, and was 
sent to Camp Pickett, Virginia, for his basic training. 
Lynch received further training at the medical tech
nician school at Camp Ellis, Illinois. He next went 
to Louisville, Kentucky, for an advanced course at 
the Nichols General Hospital.

Corporal Lynch was sent to England from Boston 
June 26, 1944, and at the 155th General Hospital 
at Great Malvern, England, he worked as plumber 
for about a year.

He returned to New York July 13, 1945, and after 
a furlough and two months at Sibert, Alabama, he 
was sent to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, to work in 
the hospital laboratory.

He was discharged January 14, 1946, at Fort 
Devens.

★

S /  S e r g e a n t  R o b e r t  C h a r l e s  L y n c h  —  Sergeant 
Lynch took his basic training at Miami Beach, 
Florida, after having been sworn into the service a t 
Manchester on December 16, 1942, and reporting at 
Fort Devens on December 23rd.

He was sent to the Army Air Force Cryptography 
school at Pauling, New York, in February, 1943, and 
from there went to Courtland, Alabama, the basic 
training school for pilots, where he was attached to 
the Provost Marshall’s office. Via bases at Syracuse, 
New York, Keesler Field, Mississippi, Columbus, 
Mississippi, and Camp Lunar, New Mexico, he left 
Newport News, Virginia, August 21, 1944, for Bom
bay, India.

That October he went to Agra, India, for duty as 
a teletype operator with the Army Air Force in the 
1303rd Base Unit of the Air. Transport Command. 
He spent nineteen months in India, and arrived in 
the United States at San Francisco March 8, 1946. 
He was discharged eight days later at Fort Devens.

Sergeant Lynch is the son of Catherine (O’Hanlon) 
Lynch and the late Edwin Lynch of Milford. He 
was born April 17, 1911, in Milford and attended 
Milford schools, graduating from the high school in 
1929. He was employed by Rodney C. Woodman, 
florist, when he entered the service. He married 
Josephine Hunnewell of Hudson, New Hampshire, 
July 18, 1946.
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EVERETT W. McLEOD W ILLIAM  E. McLEOD ALFRED H. MEDLYN

P f c . E v e r e t t  W a y n e  M c L e o d  — The son of John 
W .  and the late Violet (Buck) McLeod of Milford, 
McLeod was born in Medway, Maine, on December 
16, 1919. He attended school in Medway and came 
to Milford to reside in 1941.

He left the French and Heald Company to be 
sworn in at Manchester April 30, 1942. His pre
liminary training was at Fort Devens, Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia; Fort Ord, California, and Camp Pickett, 
Virginia.

He sailed October 22, 1942, for North Africa and 
was in the French Morocco Campaign with the 10th 
Engineers, Company A. He was at Fedala during 
the campaign there and then in December w ent into 
the Tunisian Campaign. In May, 1943, McLeod 
was at Palermo, Messina and Lacardia in Sicily, and 
in September he participated in the Naples, Cassino 
and Anzio campaigns in Italy.

He was wounded and his ear drum punctured 
while at Anzio in March, 1944, and he w ent to the 
hospital at Naples. After a visit to the Island of 
Corsica in May, 1944, he was sent home and received 
a medical discharge at Fort Devens, October 14,
1944.

★

C o r p o r a l  W i l l i a m  E d w i n  M c L e o d  — The son of 
John and the late Violet (Buck) McLeod of Med
way, Maine, McLeod was born October 27, 1909, 
at Medway. He attended school there and came to 
Milford to reside in 1941. He was employed by the 
French and Heald Company until he entered the 
Army.

Sworn in November 24, 1942, at Manchester, he 
reported to Fort Devens on December 8 and went 
to Fort Benning, Georgia, for basic training. After 
maneuvers in Tennessee, he w ent to Camp Gordon, 
Georgia, and then left New York, September, 1944, 
with the 420th Field Artillery Battalion, 10th 
Armored Division.

He was in action in France, Luxembourg', Belgium, 
and Germany as a tank driver in his unit. On Decem

ber 20, while fighting in Belgium, he was wounded 
in the hand and lost four fingers of his right hand as 
a result. He received the Purple Heart for this. 
After being hospitalized at Paris he was sent to Eng
land to the 158th General Hospital until he was 
sent back to the United States in March, 1945.

He was hospitalized at the Cushing General Hos
pital, Framingham, Massachusetts, and the England 
General Hospital, Atlantic City, New Jersey. He was 
discharged November 24, 1945, at Atlantic City.

★

A l f r e d  H e n r y  M e d l y n ,  F 1 /c  -  After training at 
the Armed Guard Gunnery School at Little Cieek, 
Virginia, Medlyn was assigned to the S.S. Rodney, a 
merchant vessel, in June, 1943, and made trips ».o 
London and Hull in England and to Cuba as a mem
ber of a Navy gun crew.

He was transferred to the LST 49 at Boston in 
January, 1944, and sailed for England, and for five 
months trained with the invasion fleet. On June 6, 
1944 (D-D ay), he took part in the invasion of Nor
mandy. In July he went to Biarritz in France, and 
Oran in North Africa. August found him in Naples, 
Italy, and next he was in the invasion of Southern 
France.

Medlyn returned to the United States in Decem
ber, 1944, and left the next month for Guam and 
Saipan in the Pacific. He took part in the invasion 
of Okinawa on April 1, 1945. Returning to Pearl 
Harbor he was transferred to the USS Buckingham, 
a transport.

He made trips to Nagasaki, Japan, where the 
second atom bomb was dropped, and Osaka, Japan, 
from San Francisco.

He enlisted at Manchester February 14, 1943, and 
was discharged at Lido Beach, N. Y., January 19, 
1946, and was awarded a W ar Emergency Diploma 
from Milford High School in May, 1943, three months 
after entering the service.

He is the son of J. Ernest and Lucy (Moyle) 
Medlyn of Milford and was born here May 21, 1925.
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ERNEST J. MEDLYN WILLIAM A. MEDLYN FRANK P. MELENDY

S e r g e a n t  E r n e s t  J o h n  M e d l y n  — Enlisting in the 
Army Air Corps September 25, 1942, at Manchester, 
Medlyn received his basic training at Maxwell Field, 
Montgomery, Alabama, and from there went to 
Greenville, Mississippi, as flight line mechanic on 
BT-13s.

He was transferred in April, 1943, to the Malden, 
Missouri, Army Air Base, where he was crew chief.

In May, 1944, he was sent to B-17 school at Ama
rillo, Texas, after which he was based at Tyndall 
Field, Panama City, Florida, as B-17 line mechanic 
and B-24 aerial engineer for gunnery training flights 
and submarine patrol.

He went back to Amarillo, Texas, in March, 1945, 
for B-29 training and was again sent to Maxwell 
Field, Alabama, for work on B-29s.

Expecting to receive overseas duty, Medlyn was 
sent to the Overseas Replacement Pool at Camp 
Kerns, Utah, in October, but was reassigned to the 
Air Base in that city until sent to Fort Douglas, Utah, 
where he was discharged February 3, 1946.

Sergeant Medlyn is the son of J. Ernest and Lucy 
(Moyle) Medlyn of Milford, born here December 
29, 1921. He graduated from the high school in 
1940 and was employed by the Whitney Screw 
Corporation of Nashua when he entered the service.

★

S / S e r g e a n t  W i l l i a m  A l b e r t  M e d l y n  —After be
ing sworn in, March 3, 1943, and reporting at Fort 
Devens March 10, Medlyn was sent to Camp Bowie, 
Texas, for basic training. There he was assigned to 
the 649th Tank Destroyer Battalion and was later 
transferred to the 656th unit with which he remained 
for the balance of his service.

He spent one year and a half at Camp Hood, 
Texas, during which time he attended baker’s school 
for seven weeks.

He left New York November, 1944, as cook and 
fifty caliber machine gunner, and after one week in 
England, crossed the Channel to France.

In January, 1945, he took part in the battle for

Aachen, then the battles of the Ruhr and the Roer 
Rivers, and was in the first battalion to cross the 
Rhine River at Remagen, where he saw his hardest 
service. Later he served at Frankfurt, Limburg, and 
Leipzig, Germany.

Arriving back in the United States at Newport 
News, Virginia, July 4, 1945, he received a ninety 
day furlough, and upon his return reported at Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky. He was discharged February 
5, 1946, at Fort Devens.

Sergeant Medlyn is the son of J. Ernest and Lucy 
(Moyle) Medlyn of Milford, born here January 9, 
1924. He graduated from the high school in 1942, 
and was employed by the Abbott Machine Company, 
Wilton, when he entered the service.

★

S / S g t .  F r a n k  P a u l  M e l e n d y  — After much prelim
inary training in this country, Staff Sergeant Melendy 
arrived in LeHavre, France. W ith the 1199th Labor 
Supervision Company, he then served with the 3rd 
Army and had duty in several places, France, Belgi
um, Germany and Austria, before he came back for 
discharge at Fort Devens on December 2, 1945.

Sworn in December 29, 1942, he had preliminary 
training at Camp Forrest in Tennessee, then with 
the 106th Quartermaster Company at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina, and later was transferred to the 
106th Infantry Division. He was on maneuvers in 
Tennessee, then sent to Camp Atterbury, Indiana, 
and after this went to Camp Lee in Virginia for 
schooling.

He was hospitalized in September and October,
1943. In March, 1945, he went to Indiantown Gap, 
Pennsylvania.

Sergeant Melendy is the son of Frances (Paul) 
Melendy and the late Frank L. Melendy. He was 
born in Milford October 15, 1907. He graduated 
from Milford High School in 1926, and was employed 
as foreman at the H. E. Fletcher Granite Company 
in W est Chelmsford, Massachusetts, when he entered 
the Army.
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HERBERT S. M ERRILL ROBERT G. M ERRILL ERNEST R. M ILLETTE

S / S e r g e  a n t  H e r b e r t  S t i l l m a n  M e r r i l l  —  Enter
ing the service at Portland, Maine, Merrill was sworn 
in June 22, 1942, and reported to Fort Devens July 
6. After receiving his basic training at Fort Mc- 
Lellan, Alabama, he was assigned in September to 
the 410th Ordnance (M M .) Company as supply 
clerk and was based at Fort Jackson, South Carolina. 
His duties were keeping stock records and requisi
tioning and maintaining supplies.

He left for Australia August 8, 1943, via Camp 
Stoneman, California, and after a brief stop at 
Townsville, w ent on to Port Moresby, New Guinea. 
From there he was sent to Goodenough Island to 
prepare for the invasion of Hollandia, Dutch New 
Guinea. He remained in Dutch New Guinea from 
May 5, 1944, to July 19, 1945, when he was trans
ferred to Manila, in the Philippines.

Merrill landed back in this country December 16, 
1945, at Los Angeles, California, and was discharged 
January 8, 1946, at Fort Devens.

Sergeant Merrill is the son of Katie E. and the late 
W alter B. Merrill of Milford, and was born here 
October 4, 1915. He graduated from the high school 
in 1934 and was employed as assistant manager of 
McLellan Stores Company at Westbrook, Maine, 
when he entered the service. He married Helen 
Squire of Westbrook, Maine, May 21, 1943.

★

P f c . R o b e r t  G r e g g  M e r r i l l  — Private Merrill was 
was born in Lyndeborough, New Hampshire, June 
12, 1903, and early in life came to Milford to live. 
He is the son of W illard N. and Carrie M. (Holt) 
Merrill of New Boston, New Hampshire.

He was engaged in work at the Abbott Machine 
Company in Wilton, and was sworn in at Manchester, 
New Hampshire, October 8, 1942. Reporting for 
active duty at Fort Devens on October 22, he was 

' sent to Camp Rucker, Alabama, for basic training.

He served as an ambulance driver at the 28th 
General Hospital in Swannanoa, North Carolina. He 
received an honorable discharge on February 19, 
1943, as being over 38 years of age.

He married Thelma E. Boulter of New Boston, 
on December 19, 1941.

S / S e r g e a n t  E r n e s t  R a y m o n d  M i l l e t t e  —  Enter
ing the service May 20, 1942, Millette reported to 
Fort Devens nine days later and from there was sent 
to Dow Field, Maine, for basic training.

In September he was sent to the Oldsmobile School 
a t Lansing, Michigan, for gunnery training, following 
which he was based at Bridgeport, Connecticut.

On January 3, 1943, he left the United States with 
the 61st Fighter Squadron, 56th Group, and was 
stationed at King Cliff, Norwich, and Colchester, 
England.

He entered action at Normandy June 12, 1944, 
D plus six, with the 9th Air Force as ground crew 
mechanic and bombardier. In a B-17 Flying Fortress, 
he went on seven missions over enemy territory until 
hospitalized and sent back to Buxton, England. From 
there he was transferred to the 389th Bombardment 
Group as gun inspector and was later transferred to 
cook in that unit.

Arriving back in this country at New York on June 
10, 1945, he was given a thirty day furlough and 
then sen): to Charleston Army Air Base, South Caro
lina. He received his discharge at Westover Field 
September 29, 1945. ’

He is the son of Louis and Anna (Fontaine) Mil- 
lette of Moosup, Connecticut, where he was born 
May 11, 1907. He graduated from the Plainfield, 
Connecticut, High School in 1926 and came to Mil
ford to reside ten years later. He was manager of 
the Edmond House when he entered the service.
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ARTHUR W .  M ITCHELL GEORGE T. M ITCHELL JAMES A. M ITCHELL

P v t . A r t h u r  W a i n o  M i t c h e l l  — Private Mitchell 
had training in the field artillery at Fort Bragg in 
North Carolina, and in a tank destroyer battalion at 
Camp Gordon, Georgia.

He left for Africa February 8, 1943, and was with 
the 66th Armored Regiment, 2nd Armored Division. 
He then was in the Sicilian Campaign, when he was 
hospitalized for injuries.

He was transferred to the 117th Cavalry Recon- 
naisance Squadron, Troop E (Mechanized) in North
ern Italy and Southern France. He was hospitalized 
a second time, for some six weeks.

He returned to Italy, was sent to France to his 
company, and then went up into Germany. He was 
in Austria on V-E Day, after which he was sent to 
Frankfurt, Germany, on occupational duty.

He was discharged at Camp Edwards, Massachu
setts, on October 6, 1945.

He is the son of the late John and the late Sophia 
(Marilinen) Mitchell of Milford, and was born here 
November 12, 1906. He was employed by the 
Clinton Table Company in Clinton, Massachusetts, 
when he entered the Army on August 17, 1942, at 
Manchester. Reporting August 31, at Fort Devens, 
he was sent to Fort Bragg to begin training.

★

P f c .  G e o r g e  T h o m p s o n  M i t c h e l l  — The son of 
George D. and Margaret (Morrice) Mitchell of Mil
ford, George Mitchell was born in Mt. Airy, North 
Carolina, November 29, 1921, and came to Milford 
in 1936. He graduated from Milford High School 
in 1941, and was employed by Arthur Whitney, Lun
enburg, Massachusetts, contractor when he entered 
the service.

Mitchell was trained in the Medical Corps at 
Camp Rucker, Alabama. He left for England De
cember 23, 1942, in the 28th General Hospital, 7th 
Platoon, and was based at Southampton, Trowbridge 
and Exeter.

Crossing into France he went up through that

country to Leige, Belgium. He was transferred to 
the 255th Infantry, 63rd Division (Medical) and 
went into action as company aid man in Northern 
France, the Rhineland and Central Germany.

He received the Bronze Star Medal with Oak Leaf 
Cluster for outstanding service in aiding the 
wounded during action.

His enlistment dated from October 8, 1942, at 
Manchester, New Hampshire, and he was discharged 
at Fort Devens, October 17, 1945.

★

P f c . J a m e s  A l e x a n d e r  M i t c h e l l  — Mitchell saw 
most of his service in the Volturno River Valley in 
Italy, a region known as the Purple Heart Valley 
because of the many killed and wounded there. He 
was bivouaced on the dairy farm of Count Caucau, 
the son-in-law of Mussolini whom Mussolini had 
executed.

In the summer of 1945 he was in the Po Valley 
and went up through the mountains of that region, 
first along the Swiss and Austrian borders and then 
on the Yugoslavia line.

He entered the Army July 7, 1944, while employed 
at the Pratt and Whitney Corporation in Hartford, 
Connecticut. He had basic training at Fort Mc
Clellan in Alabama, went to Fort George G. Meade 
in Maryland, and w ent overseas December 10, 1944, 
with the 394th Company, 9th Battalion, Platoon 3. 
Upon reaching Italy he was transferred to the 86th 
Mountain Infantry Regiment.

Private Mitchell returned to the United States in 
August, 1945, to prepare for Pacific duty and was 
sent to Colorado Springs, Colorado, but the end of 
the war with Japan came, and he was discharged 
November 21, 1945. He received the Combat 
Infantry Badge.

Mitchell is the son of George D. and Margaret 
(Thompson) Mitchell of Milford. He was born 
April 22, 1920, in Mount Airy, North Carolina, and 
attended school there. He came to Milford in 1936 
and in 1938 married Hazel Gerry of Milford.
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RICHARD B. MARSHALL EARLE J. MARTEL LEONARD J. MARTEL

C p l . R i c h a r d  B a r t o n  M a r s h a l l  — Son of Leslie 
Marshall of Amherst and the late Mary (Barton) 
Marshall, Richard Marshall was born here January 
9, 1910, and graduated from Milford High School 
in 1928.

He graduated from the University of New Ham p
shire in 1933. He was employed as bank examiner 
when he entered the Army December 4, 1943, at 
Manchester.

He received infantry training at Camp Blanding, 
Florida, after which he w ent to Fort George C. 
Meade, Maryland.

He w ent to Italy in June, 1944, but was hospital
ized soon after arrival. He later went up through 
Italy into France and was based near Nancy, assigned 
to the 23rd Finance Disbursing Section.

Marshall was at Augsburg on V-E Day, and was 
at Luxembourg when he returned to be discharged 
at Fort Devens November 1, 1945.

★

T /5  E a r l e  J o s e p h  M a r t e l  —Earle Martel was work
ing for Spaulding and Sons in Milford when he 
entered the Army at Manchester on March 30, 1945.

He went to Fort Devens and then to Camp 
W heeler in Georgia, for infantry training. He was 
transferred to the Medical Corps in April, 1945, and 
assigned to the Station Hospital a t Camp W heeler as 
carpenter and also for rehabilitation teaching a t the 
Lawson General Hospital.

He was discharged at Camp W heeler March 15,
1946.

He is the son of Hector J. and Lumina (Liberty) 
Martel of Milford, born here October 20, 1914. He 
attended local schools.

He married Henrietta Dumas of Nashua, Febru
ary 3, 1940, in Nashua.

★

S g t . L e o n a r d  J o s e p h  M a r t e l  — Sergeant Martel 
put his experience as a carpenter to good use in the 
service immediately after receiving his basic training. 
Leaving California in July, 1943, he went as a car
penter with the 5th Air Force, to Australia.

Soon after he was at Port Moresby and Nadzab, 
New Guinea, with Advance Echelon, 5th Air Force, 
2nd Air Task Force. He was hospitalized in February, 
1944, and was sent to Melbourne, Australia, to the 
4th General Hospital, after which he went back to 
New Guinea. On June 3, 1945, Martel was shipped 
out to Manila, where he worked in the post office, 
and also as a carpenter, in the 22nd Replacement 
Battalion. He was discharged November 17, 1945, 
at Fort Devens.

Sergeant Martel was employed by the Bourn Fur
niture Company in Milford when he enlisted at Man
chester January 10, 1942.

His training took him to Fort Devens; Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri; Pendleton, Oregon; Yakima, 
Washington; Boise, Idaho; Tucson, Arizona; Alama- 
gordo, New Mexico; El Paso, Texas; Biggs Field, 
Texas, and finally to Carnes Field, Utah.

He is the son of Hector and Lumina (Liberty) 
Martel of Milford, born here September 28, 1916, 
and attended Milford schools.



MILFORD IN WORLD WAR II

mmm

RAYMOND F. MARTEL STANLEY T. MARTEL JOHN A. MARZOLI

P f c . R a y m o n d  F r a n c i s  M a r t e l  — Raymond Martel, 
son of Hector J. and Lumina (Liberty) Martel, was 
born in Milford February 23, 1927, and attended 
Milford schools. He was working at Williams and 
Hussey Machine Company in Milford, when he 
entered the Army at Manchester, June 13, 1945. He 
reported for active duty a t Fort Devens.

He had basic training in the infantry at Fort 
McClellan, Alabama, and then went to Camp Pickett 
in Virginia where he re-enlisted November 26, 1945, 
and was transferred to the Air Corps.

He went to Grenier Field in Manchester and for 
six months was mail clerk there. He was next sent 
to Radar School at Boca Raton, Florida. He was 
discharged there on March 6, 1947.

T /3  S t a n l e y  T h o m a s  M a r t e l  —  Martel was born 
on the Isle of Guernsey, Channel Islands, Septem
ber 2, 1906, son of Thomas and the late Ada 
(Deslandes)- Martel of Milford. He graduated from 
Milford High School in 1926.

He was working for the Atlantic and Pacific Tea 
Company in Milford when sworn into service No
vember 24, 1942, at Manchester, and began active 
duty December 8th at Fort Devens.

His training was at Camp Pickett, Virginia, after 
which he was put in a medical unit and went to the 
Lawson General Hospital at Atlanta, Georgia, to 
attend a technical school. On May 8, 1943, he went 
to Camp Blanding, Florida, and in December to 
Camp Shelby, Mississippi.

He went overseas on June 27, 1944, with the 129th 
General Hospital Unit in the prosthetic department 
and was stationed at Penley, North Wales.

He was discharged at Fort Devens, September 14, 
1945.

T /4  J o h n  A m b r o s e  M a r z o l i  — Sworn in at Man
chester October 14, 1941, Marzoli reported for active 
duty the same day at Fort Devens. After basic 
training in the Medical Corps at Camp Lee, Virginia, 
he was sent to Fort Jackson, South Carolina, the last 
of December, for regular duty at the Station Hos
pital. He was on special duty at the induction station 
there from May, 1942, until March, 1944, when he 
was transferred to Surplus Detachment and started 
a six week period of infantry training.

In April he joined the 120th General Hospital at 
Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, and left for New 
Guinea July 13th via Camp Stoneman, California. 
He was based at Finschhafen on detached service 
at the Port Surgeon’s Office, supplying ships with 
medical equipment and dispatching sea ambulances.

He was hospitalized in February, 1945, and 
arrived back in the United States at the Letterman 
General Hospital, San Francisco, on April 21. He 
returned to active duty at Fort Devens. He was 
discharged there November 12, 1945.

Marzoli was born here January 9, 1914, son of 
Ernest H. and Alice (Rossi) Marzoli of Milford. He 
attended the local schools and graduated from the 
New Hampshire School of Accounting and Finance 
at Manchester in 1937. He was employed as pay
master at the Chicopee Manufacturing Corporation, 
Manchester, when he entered the service. He was 
married January 15, 1944, to Patricia Jewett of Mil
ford.
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THEODORE MATSON EUGENE D. McCUE JAMES J. McCUE

T / S e r g e a n t  T h e o d o r e  M a t s o n  — Although born in 
Nashua on June 6, 1920, Matson resided in Milford, 
attending the schools in Milford, and graduating in 
1938. He is the son of W aino and the late Ann 
(Roito) Matson of Milford. W hen he entered the 
Army, he was employed by his brother, owner of 
Matson, Inc., Lowell, Massachusetts.

He was sworn in February 14, 1942. After report
ing to Fort Devens, he w ent to Keesler Field, 
Mississippi, for basic training. He attended Aircraft 
Mechanic School at LaGuardia Field, New York; 
then went to Florence, South Carolina, to be based. 
Next he was stationed at Baer Field, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, and Seattle, Washington.

He left for Alaska November 10, 1942, and was 
based at Anchorage with the 814th AAF Base Unit, 
Squadron A. He flew the Aleutian Chain as aerial 
engineer. W hile there, he received the Soldiers 
Medal and the Air Medal for assisting crew mem
bers and passengers to safety after the troop transport 
plane, on which he was engineer, crashed and burst 
into flames May 21, 1943. He was badly burned. He 
returned to the United States on January 15, 1944, 
and, after a month’s furlough, again w ent to Alaska 
and was there until December 19, 1944.

W hen he returned to the United States, he was 
based at Stout Field, Indiana. He was discharged 
at Baer Field, Fort W ayne, Indiana, September 21, 
1945. He married Edna Hall of Manchester, August 
5, 1944, at Chicago, Illinois.

★

S / S e r g e a n t  E u g e n e  D e n i s  M c C u e  -  Enlisting in 
the Army at Manchester August 18, 1942, McCue 
was sent to Atlantic City, New Jersey, for basic train
ing, after which he attended the Academy of Aero
nautics at LaGuardia Field, New York, where he 
graduated from Control Tower O perators School. 
He was then transferred to Baer Field, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, where he remained as Control Tower Chief 
for thirty-one months, then went to Sheppard Field, 
Texas. After a short time there he was sent to Lang
ley Field, Virginia, to take charge of a control tower 
school.

He was discharged February 5, 1946, at Westover 
Field.

A native of Brooklyn, New York, where he was 
born August 25, 1920, McCue came to Milford to 
reside in 1930 and graduated from the high school 
in 1938. He is the son of James J. and Catherine 
(O’Donnell) McCue of Milford, now of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire. At the time of his enlistment he 
was employed by the Johns-Manville Corporation of 
Nashua. He was married May 9, 1945, to Jeanet 
M. W hetsel of Fort Wayne, Indiana.

★
C o r p o r a l  J a m e s  J o s e p h  M c C u e  — An early entrant 
into the service, McCue was sworn in at Manchester 
March 25, 1941, and after basic training at JFort 
Bragg, North Carolina, was assigned to the 172nd 
Field Artillery Battalion at Camp Blanding, Florida. 
The balance of his training he received at Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi, and Camp Iron Mountain, Cal
ifornia. He also had desert training in that state.

He left Boston for England March 24, 1944, and 
was stationed at Dorchester and Exeter, until he 
crossed the Channel with the 1st Army, landing on 
Utah Beach, France, D plus eight (June 14, 1944). 
Serving as machine gunner in his unit, he fought 
with the 1st Army through Cherbourg, St. Lo, Falaise 
Gap, and the Seine, France, then went up into Bel
gium, in the Battle of Aachen, the Hurtgen Forest, 
Ardennes, Duren, Cologne, Bonn, Rhine, and Ruhr.

In April, 1945, he was pulled out of action to 
become security guard. There were two other 
Milford boys in his unit: George Conti, who was in 
Battery C, and Victor Keskinen, who was in Service 
Battery. Just before returning to the United States, 
he was guarding German prisoners at LeMans, 
France. He arrived back in this country October 8, 
1945, and after a furlough, was discharged Novem
ber 6, 1945, at Fort Devens.

McCue is the son of James J. and Catherine 
(O’Donnell) McCue of Milford, now of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, and was born January 12, 1918, at 
Brooklyn, New York. He came to Milford to reside 
in 1930 and graduated from Milford High School 
in 1935.
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PATRICK McCUE REGINALD M. McGRATH GORDON L. McLAUGHLIN

1 s t . S g t . P a t r i c k  M c C u e  — Sergeant McCue grad
uated from Milford High School in 1936, after hav
ing attended the lower grades in Brooklyn, New 
York, and Amherst, New Hampshire. He was born 
in Brooklyn, March 3, 1919, son of James and Cath
erine (O’Donnell) McCue of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, formerly of Milford.

He served as a radio operator and electrician, 
having previously been with the Public Service 
Company of Milford as a lineman. He was sworn 
in at Manchester November 24, 1942, and started 
overseas in September, 1944, but was taken ill 
aboard ship and flown back to be hospitalized in 
New York. He next went overseas January 6, 1945, 
landing at Marseille, France.

He was under fire with Headquarters Battery, 
109th Field Artillery Battalion in the 28th Division 
at Bonhomme, France. He was at Colmar in Febru
ary, 1945, in the Colmar Pocket Campaign, then 
was near Liege, Belgium. He helped drive the 
Germans back in Eastern Germany, went to Driebom 
and Hubligen, Germany.

Afterward came Coblenz, France, then the Ruhr 
Pocket north of Cologne, Germany. He was at 
Delhoven, and at Kaiserlauten in the German Saar 
Valley with the Army of Occupation.

His final assignments took him to Camp Pitts
burgh, in France, near Reims, then Camp Old Gold 
near LeHavre.

He came home in August, 1945, to be discharged 
at Fort Devens, January 14, 1946.

★

R e g in a l d  M a r t e l  M c G r a t h , AS — Born in Milford 
April 6, 1926, McGrath is the son of Robert and 
Dulcie (M artel) McGrath and attended the Milford 
schools into high school.

He left his work at the Hillsborough Mills in 
Milford to enlist and was sworn in at Manchester 
July 15, 1943.

He reported to Newport, Rhode Island, the next 
day for boot training in the Navy but due to physical 
reasons was discharged at Newport July 26, 1943.

★

P f c . G o r d o n  L e e  M c L a u g h l i n  — Gordon McLaugh
lin, better known in Milford as Gordon Conrey, 
being the son of Alfred McLaughlin and the late 
Martha (Kangas) McLaughlin Conrey of Milford, 
had the distinctive task of chauffeuring press re
porters and photographers throughout England and 
the Continent during the war.

W hen he left the United States November 23, 
1943, he was in the 6808th Publicity Service Bat
talion. Stationed in England, mostly at Cleavedon, 
he was engaged in driving Associated Press reporters 
from one place to another. Later he received train
ing ready for his work in France and Germany and 
was transferred to the 72nd Publicity Service Bat
talion.

He landed on Omaha Beach, France, June 9, 1944, 
and drove the press photographers to the front lines 
at Cherbourg, Versailles and Paris.

While waiting for the “Go” signal into Paris he 
spent the night sleeping in a henhouse beside the 
famous correspondent Ernie Pyle and was in contact 
with him a great deal during the next two-months.

He next went up through Coulommiers, France, 
into Weisbaden, Germany, then to Marburg and on 
to Weimar where he was on V-E Day. After V-E 
Day he was stationed in Berlin until he returned for 
discharge at Fort Devens December 3, 1945.

Private McLaughlin was born in Peterborough, 
New Hampshire, July 28, 1924, and attended schools 
in Mason, Temple and Milford. He was employed 
at the Hayward Farms in Milford when he entered 
the service at Manchester April 29, 1943.

His early training was at Fort Eustis, Virginia, Fort 
George G. Meade, Maryland, and Camp Kilmer in 
New Jersey.
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RAYMOND M ITCH ELL W ILFR ED  M ITCHELL CHRISTINE H. MOORE

C h i e f  R a y m o n d  M i t c h e l l  — Raymond Mitchell 
entered the Navy July 21, 1937, and as a seaman 
served for two years aboard the USS Decatur, flag
ship of Destroyer Squadron 10.

In the summer of 1939, he was transferred to the 
cruiser Helena and visited Cuba, Argentina, Uruguay 
and Brazil. In October, 1940, he went to the 
Hawaiian Islands. In May, 1941, he was transferred 
to the Destroyer Base at San Diego where he worked 
in the disbursing office. He was later assigned to the 
office of Commander Service Force, Pacific.

Once again he was ordered to Hawaii May 31, 
1944, where he was assigned to Army Garrison 
Service in connection w ith Navy Civil Affairs at 
Pearl Harbor.

Late in 1944, he w ent to Leyte and Samar in the 
Philippines, and was in similar work w ith the 
77th Infantry Division. On May 18, 1945, he was 
a t Ie Shima and on June 7 w ent to Okinawa with 
the 10th Army.

Returning to the United States, Mitchell was dis
charged September 29, 1945, a t Shoemaker, Cali
fornia. He had served eight years in the Navy, and 
had become chief storekeeper.

He is the son of the late John and the late Sophia 
(M erilinen) Mitchell of Milford, born here Decem
ber 23, 1918. He attended schools here, and was 
a mason’s apprentice when he enlisted in the Navy. 
He married Christine Thurston of Milford on No
vember 9, 1947.

★

L i e u t . C m d r . W i l f r e d  M i t c h e l l  —Commander 
Mitchell has the unusual distinction of having served 
in the United States Navy, the M erchant Marine and 
the United States Coast Guard and is still on active 
duty with the latter.

He is the son of the late John Mitchell and the 
late Sophia (Merilinen) Mitchell of Milford and 
was born in Cambria, Wyoming, July 17, 1899. He 
came to Milford to reside in 1905 and received his 
schooling here.

On October 1, 1917, Mitchell enlisted as a turret 
gunner’s m ate and torpedo man and w ent aboard 
the cruiser USS Frederick in tha t capacity. After

nearly two years’ service he received his discharge 
on August 5, 1919, and in November enlisted in the 
Merchant Marine, and served in the latter until May, 
1921.

In November, 1921, he re-enlisted in the Navy 
and boarded the cruiser Denver as gunner’s mate.

On November 1, 1925, he enlisted in the Coast 
Guard as gunner’s mate, first class, and served on 
the destroyer Paulding.

In 1929 he was based at Baltimore, Maryland, as 
warrant gunner, afterward being coach on the Coast 
Guard Rifle Team at Camp Perry, Ohio; Wakefield, 
Massachusetts; Quantico, Virginia; Fort Sheridan, 
Illinois; and St. Petersburg, Florida. In 1939 he was 
promoted to chief warrant gunner. In World W ar II 
he worked with the Navy on gun installation and 
arming merchant vessels and naval auxiliaries at 
Baltimore. From 1943 to 1946 he did similar work 
at the Coast Guard Yard, working as Ordnance Su
perintendent, and became lieutenant commander.

On June 29, 1936, he married Clara W hite of 
Milford.

★
1 s t  L t . C h r i s t i n e  H o d g m a n  M o o r e  — Lieutenant 
Moore graduated from Milford High School in 1926, 
having been born in Milford May 30, 1908, the 
daughter of George W. and June (Hodgman) Moore.

She entered the Massachusetts General Hospital 
in Boston for nurse training, graduating in 1929, 
then passed the state examination for registered 
nurse the next year. She remained at the hospital on 
private duty until she was sworn in at Boston March 
10, 1942, and went on active duty May 15, 1942.

Lieutenant Moore went to Camp Blanding, Flor
ida, May 17, 1942, and left on April 26, 1943, for 
North Africa, with the 54th Station Hospital Unit. 
She did medical and surgical work at Tunis, then 
transferred to neuro-psychiatry work in the 114th 
Station Hospital at Ferryville, North Africa. In June, 
1944, she went to Naples, and Rome, then Leghorn, 
in October.

She returned to the United States July 31, 1945, 
and via Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia, and Fort Dix, 
New Jersey, was placed in the Reserve Officers’ Corps 
December 6, 1945, at Fort Devens.
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LEONARD S. MOORE MARK M. MOORE PETER L. MORAN

C a p t a i n  L e o n a r d  S m i t h  M o o r e  — The son of 
George W. and June (Hodgman) Moore of Milford, 
Moore was born April 28, 1915, at Nashua. He 
attended school at Milford, graduating in 1933. He 
attended the University of New Hampshire, where 
he joined the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, and 
graduated in 1937. While working for the General 
Electric Company, he took business, mechanical and 
electrical courses from 1938 to 1940.

He was called for active duty November 1, 1941, 
with the rank of first lieutenant. He reported to 
Camp Stewart, Georgia, and then on December 8th, 
he went to the Glenn Martin Plant, Baltimore, Mary
land, assigned to anti-aircraft defense.

Via Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, he left for 
Australia on February 17, 1942, in the 102nd SEP. 
Battalion, Battery B, Coast Artillery (Anti-aircraft). 
In August, 1943, he went to New Guinea and was on 
detached service in the islands.

After his return home in May, 1944, and after 
leave, he reported June 21, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
He went to Camp Rucker, Alabama, and to Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi, in December, where he became 
a captain in March, 1945. On April 16, via Seattle, 
Washington, he left for Saipan and w ent to Okinawa 
in July.

Captain Moore arrived back at Portland, Oregon, 
on October 11, 1945, and proceeded to Fort Devens, 
where he received a 45-day leave on October 23. 
After his leave he went to Aberdeen, Maryland, and 
on December 9th, to the Officers’ Replacement Pool 
where he was Automotive Research Engineer. He 
was placed in the Officers’ Reserve June 28, 1946.

★
C o l o n e l  M a r k  M a s o n  M o o r e  — Receiving his basic 
military training while a member of the R.O.T.C. 
at the University of New Hampshire, Moore was 
commissioned as second lieutenant in the Army upon 
his graduation. He later attended Military Camp 
and was a first lieutenant when called for active duty 
January 15, 1941, at Fort Banks, Massachusetts.

He served as Regimental Executive Officer of the 
9th Coast Artillery of Defenses of Boston. He held 
a like position with the 10th Coast Artillery at Fort

Adams, Rhode Island, in April, 1943. He later was 
commanding officer of the 658th Field Artillery 
Battalion (an eight inch tractor-drawn howitzer 
outfit) until sent overseas in February, 1945. There 
he was in charge of the operation of displaced persons 
camps and the repatriatipn of ex-prisoners, as well 
as the security problems in the Stadt-Aachen sector 
in Germany.

He arrived back in the United States .at New 
York, December 16, 1945, and was promoted to 
colonel after being released from active duty and 
placed in the Officer’s Reserve March 26, 1946.

He is the son of George W. and June (Hodgman) 
Moore of Milford, born here March 28, 1910. He 
graduated from the local high school in 1928, and 
attended the University of New Hampshire, graduat
ing in 1932. He married Frances Furbush of Free
dom, New Hampshire, March 25, 1936, at St. 
Augustine, Florida.

★

S g t . P e t e r  L a w r e n c e  M o r a n  — A native of Balti
more, Maryland, where he was born October 23, 
1922, Sergeant Moran was working at the office of 
the U. S. Army Chief of Engineers, W ar Department, 
in Washington, D. C., when he entered the Army 
January 18, 1943, at Manchester.

After basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, he 
spent two months at» the Cryptography School a t 
Pawling, New York. He then went to Salinas, Cali
fornia, to be attached to the 70th Tactical Recon- 
naisance Group.

After being based at Redmond and Corvallis in 
Oregon; Will Rogers Field in Oklahoma; Gainesville, 
Texas, and Camp Anza, California, Sergeant Moran 
went overseas in January, 1944, with the 8th Photo 
Reconnaisance Group to the China-Burma-India 
Theater. He returned to this country to be dis
charged November 9, 1945.

He is the son of Michael E. and Helen (Lynch) 
Moran of Milford and came to Milford to live in 1933. 
He graduated from Milford High School in 1939 and 
then went to Nashua Business College, graduating 
there in 1940.
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JOHN J. MORRISON FRED  E. MURRAY ALFRED G. NADEAU

J o h n  J o s e p h  M o r r i s o n ,  E M 2 / c —Born in Cam
bridge, Massachusetts, July 28, 1896, John Morrison 
is the son of H ugh and the late Hannah (M onahan) 
Morrison of Long Beach, California, and came to 
Milford to reside in July, 1943. He attended school 
in Lynn, Massachusetts.

He was manager at the Aubuchon Hardware Com
pany store in Milford when he enlisted in the Navy 
May 4,, 1944, at Manchester. He served as electri
cian’s m ate second class.

He had two weeks training at Sampson, New York, 
and then w ent to the National Naval Medical Center 
at Bethesda, Maryland.

He received a medical discharge a t Bethesda 
August 11, 1944.

Morrison married Hazel Chase of Lyndeboro, 
New Hampshire, at Salem, Massachusetts, February 
9, 1935.

★

F r e d  E a r l  M u r r a y ,  S K l/c  —After enlisting in the 
Navy December 9, 1942, at Manchester, Murray re
ported for active duty February 24, 1943, a t Bain- 
bridge, Maryland, for boot training. He was made 
storekeeper third class at Bainbridge. Next he was 
sent to Lido Beach, Long Island, New York, and 
was shipped out in September, 1943.

He w ent to England to be based. W hile there he 
was stationed at the Naval Air Base at Falmouth, 
and Cornwall. He was also sent to Scotland to be 
stationed at Roseneath. Returning to the United 
States in June, 1945, he was discharged October 2, 
1945, a t Boston.

Murray was born August 9, 1912, at Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, the son of the late Frank and the late

Flora (Beattie) Murray. He attended Sunapee High 
School and graduated in 1931. He also attended the 
University of New Hampshire, graduating in 1935.

W hen he enlisted in the Navy, he was employed 
at the Milford Food Center.

He married Gloria Richardson of Brooklyn, New 
York, at Lebanon, New Hampshire, on July 2, 1938.

★

S / S e r g e a n t  A l f r e d  G e r a r d  N a d e a u  —Sworn in 
at Manchester April 12, 1943, Nadeau reported at 
Fort Devens a week later, and was sent to Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, for basic training.

He attended Cadre School at Camp Fannin, Texas, 
and in August, w ent to Camp Blanding, Florida, 
where he remained until ready to leave for England, 
in July, 1944.

Joining the 2nd Division in France, he fought in 
a Casual company through Northern France, went 
into the Battle of the Bulge in Belgium, and on, 
through the Battle of the Rhineland.

He was hospitalized and sent to several hospitals, 
finally to the 7th Hospital at Etampes, France, where 
he was assigned, after his recovery, to the American 
Graves Registration Company.

In August, 1946, he went to Bremerhaven, Ger
many, and sailed from there for New York, arriving 
September 28. He was discharged at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey, December 6, 1946.

Nadeau is the son of Celina (Dubriel) and the 
late Clifford Nadeau of Nashua, born November 29, 
1924, at Gardner, Massachusetts. He came to Mil
ford to reside in 1930, and attended the local schools. 
He was employed by the Nashua Manufacturing 
Company, Nashua, when he entered the service.
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JOHN G. NADEAU WILLIAM A. NADEAU CHARLES F. NAIMIE

C o r p o r a l  J o h n  G e o r g e  N a d e a u  — Entering the 
service at Manchester January 6, 1941, Nadeau re
ceived his basic training at Camp Hulen, Texas, with 
the 197th Coast Artillery Anti-Aircraft Battalion.

He was released from active duty in November, 
1941, and recalled to active duty in March, 1942, 
when he was sent to Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, with 
the 213th Searchlight Battalion.

Shipping out to Casablanca, North Africa, Novem
ber 1, 1942, Nadeau then went to Tunisia, where the 
regiment was deactivated and he was placed in the 
185th Engineers Combat Battalion, Company A.

In June, 1943, he went to Bizerte, then to Naples, 
and Foggia, in Italy, and on into the Rome-Arno, 
North Appenines, and Po Valley Campaigns.

He was discharged July 13 at Fort Devens.
Corporal Nadeau is the son of Celina (Dubriel) 

and the late Clifford Nadeau of Nashua, born No
vember 2, 1909, at St. Adolph, Dudswell, Quebec. 
He attended schools in Ayer and Gardner, Massa
chusetts, and came to Milford to reside in 1928.

★

C o r p o r a l  W i l l i a m  A r t h u r  N a d e a u  — Sworn in at 
Manchester November 11, 1942, Nadeau received 
his basic training at Camp Blanding, Florida, and 
left Boston for England February 12, 1944, with the 
230th Field Artillery Battalion (30th Infantry Divi
sion). He was stationed at Billinghurst and High 
Wycombe, England, until he crossed to France with 
the 1st Army on D plus 4 (June 10th), and landed 
on Omaha Beach where he first went into action.

He fought in the Battles of St. Lo, Mortain, and 
Domfront, and after crossing the Seine River into 
Belgium and Holland, crossed the Siegfried Line to 
Aachen and was in the battle at Malmedy and the 
Battle of the Bulge. Then he fought across the Rhine 
River to Magdeburg and was gunner on the 105 
millimeter howitzer in his unit.

Nadeau was injured at Herzogenrath, Germany, 
and flown to a base hospital in England where he 
remained for two months before rejoining his outfit. 
He was back in Magdeburg on V-E Day and in 
London on V-J Day. He was discharged October 
17, 1945, at Fort Devens.

Prior to his employment at the Portsmouth Navy 
Yard, at which time he entered the service, Nadeau 
attended the NYA training school at Eastport, Maine. 
He was born October 19, 1920, at Ayer, Massachu
setts, son of Celina (Dubriel) and the late Clifford 
Nadeau of Nashua. He came to Milford to reside in 
1927 and attended the local schools. He was married 
to the former Caroline French of Milford on April 
27, 1943.

★

L i e u t . C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  N a i m i e  — Entering the 
Navy as lieutenant junior grade, Naimie was sworn 
in January 4, 1944, and received his indoctrination 
training at Fort Schuyler, New York. From there 
he went to Camp Shelton Armed Guard Gunnery 
School at Norfolk, Virginia, and on. July 14, he left 
the United States via Brooklyn, New York, on the 
S.S. Thorstein Veblen as commanding officer of the 
ship’s Armed Guard unit.

His first trip took him to Oran, Africa; Toulon and 
Marseille, France; and back to Oran, before return
ing to New York in December, 1944.

In January of 1945, Naimie was assigned as com
manding officer of the Armed Guard unit aboard the 
S. S. Eliza Jane Nicholson, and after three coastal 
trips, went to Casablanca, Africa, refueling destroyers 
at sea on that trip.

He made several trips to the Dutch W est Indies 
before being detached from the ship July 9, 1945, at 
Cristobal, Panama. He was then sent to Balboa, 
Panama, as inspector of guns aboard ships.

On September 2, he was commanding officer of 
the Armed Guard unit aboard the S.S. W. C. Yeager, 
going to Pearl Harbor and Venezuela, returning to 
the Philadelphia Navy Yard where the ship disarmed, 
and he was detached, October 27.

He was released from active duty January 3, 1946.
Naimie is the son of the late Charles and the late 

Myrtle (Rundlett) Naimie of Finland and England, 
born May 2, 1911, at Hampstead, New Hampshire. 
He resided with Mr. and Mrs. Edward Toland of 
Exeter where he graduated from the high school 
in 1930. He graduated from the University of New 
Hampshire in 1935.
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FRANK C. NARTOFF ALEXANDER S. NEW BOLD CHARLES G. NEWBOLD

F r a n k  C h a r l e s  N a r t o f f ,  CM 2 /c  — Enlisting in 
the Seabees with the rating of carpenter’s mate third 
class, Nartoff was sworn in November 24, 1942, at 
Boston. At Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, Nartoff 
was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 20th Regiment (En
gineers), 4th Marine Division.

Leaving San Diego, California, January 13, 1944, 
Nartoff was in the invasion of the Marshall Islands 
on February 1.

On June 15, he took part in the invasion of Saipan, 
then w ent to Tinian in July w ith his original unit, 
the 121st Naval Construction Battalion. He was 
discharged December 1, 1945, at Boston.

Nartoff is the son of the late Michael and the late 
Alexandria (Jurvich) Nartoff of Hollis, born in 
Nashua September 6, 1911. He married October 11, 
1934, the former Louise A. Farwell of Milford.

★

A l e x a n d e r  S t e w a r t  N e w b o l d ,  RM 1 / c Sworn 
in the M erchant Marine November 7, 1941, Newbold 
went to the U. S. Maritime Service Radio School, 
Gallups Island, Boston, and following his graduation 
in August, 1942, was assigned to the SS Domino as 
chief radio operator.

He shipped out from Mobile, Alabama, September 
3rd, 1942, on a cruise to Cuba, British W est Indies, 
and Dutch Guiana, and experienced enemy action 
at that time. Leaving Mobile again, in November, 
for the British W est Indies, his convoy lost seven out 
of thirteen ships.

Returning to Mobile in January, 1943, Newbold 
enlisted two months later in the United States Naval 
Reserve as apprentice seaman. He w ent to Sampson, 
New York, for naval training, following which he 
was sent to the receiving ship at San Francisco, Cal
ifornia, in May as radioman second class. After a 
month there he went to Shoemaker, California, in 
Ships Company, taking charge of the W estern Union 
office.

On July 14, 1944, Newbold was assigned to the 
USS Flint, a light cruiser, which went to the China 
Sea as part of Halsey’s 3rd Fleet.

There were strikes in Lingayen Gulf, Philippine

Islands, also Hankow, Swatow, French Indo China, 
and forty days spent at sea during the Okinawa oper
ation. After air strikes on the Ryukyu and Bonin 
Islands, the operation at Iwo Jima followed. The 
last strikes were on the Japanese mainland at Tokyo, 
Yokasuka and Yokohama.

Returning to California, Newbold made one trip 
to the Marshall Islands before being discharged Feb
ruary 28, 1946, at Boston.

He was born here August 5, 1921, son of Charles 
H. and Madeline (Stewart) Newbold of Milford. 
He graduated from high school in 1939.

★
E n s i g n  C h a r l e s  G e o r g e  N e w b o l d  — Enlisting in 
the United States Maritime Service December 15, 
1942, Newbold reported to Gallups Island, Boston, 
for radio school. In September, 1943, he went to 
New York City where he was in the Naval Reserve, 
and was not called for active service until March 
8, 1944, when he boarded the Liberty ship, SS Wil
liam Brewster, and went on a trip carrying supplies 
to the Caribbean -  Trinidad, Guadeloupe, and Mar
tinique, in the W est Indies.

In May his second trip took him to Jacksonville, 
Florida, and Glasgow, Scotland, on the ammunition 
ship, SS George E. Merrick. During his leave after 
the trip, he married Lucy Spofford of Amherst, 
August 5, 1944, at Amherst. Four days later, he 
went aboard the same ship and made a trip to Scot
land and Cherbourg, France. He was transferred to 
the SS John LaFarge, and on November 25, again 
went to Scotland, then to Molotovski, Arkhangelsk, 
and Murmansk, in Russia, where he experienced an 
air raid, delivering food and machinery.

He left Baltimore, Maryland, March 30, 1945, 
for Italy, carrying ammunition to Naples and 
vicinity, and returned to Baltimore via Oran.

On June 16, on his last trip, he went to Hollandia, 
New Guinea, then to Noumea, Tangadia, and 
Pouemboo, New Caledonia. He was released from 
duty February 1, 1946.

Newbold is the son of Charles H. and Madeline 
(Stewart) Newbold of Milford, born here August 
1 1923. He graduated from the high school in 1942.
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EDWARD F. NICHOLS, JR. OLE A. NILSEN ARTHUR NOON

S / S e r g e a n t  E d w a r d  F o s t e r  N i c h o l s ,  J r . — Sworn 
in September 22, 1944, Nichols went to Camp Croft, 
South Carolina, for basic training in the infantry. 
Via Fort George G. Meade, Maryland, he left New 
York in February, 1945, with the 7th Infantry, and 
was based at Southhampton, England, until he 
crossed to LeHavre, France, with the 7th Army. He 
went up through France and started action a t Saar- 
brucken, Germany. He fought through the Siegfried 
Line and across the Rhine River, and was in hardest 
action a t Nurnberg.

Nichols was a bazooka man of the 7th Regiment, 
3rd Division, 7th Army, under General Patch. He 
went into Munich and from there to Berchtesgaden, 
Hitler’s hide-out, where he was on V-E Day. He 
was sent to Salzburg, Austria, on occupational duty, 
also to Hersfeld, Germany, on the Rhine.

Arriving back in the United States at New York 
on May 26, 1946, Nichols was discharged May 31, 
at Fort Devens. His unit received a Presidential 
Citation. He also has the Combat Infantry Badge. 
He was awarded the French Fourragere.

Born in Milford August 23, 1919, Nichols is the 
son of Edward F. and Anna (Dane) Nichols of Po- 
nemah. He attended school in Wilton and was 
employed by the French and Heald Furniture Com
pany of Milford when he entered the service. He 
was married to Muriel Johnson November 23, 1938.

★
O l e  A n t o n  N i l s e n ,  CM 1 / c — Sworn in October 
12, 1943, at Manchester, Nilsen reported a t Camp 
Peary, Virginia, on the 19th, for boot training with 
the Naval Seabees. He also received advanced train
ing there and in January, 1944, went to Camp 
Thomas at Davisville, Rhode Island.

Leaving the United States in February, for North 
Africa, Nilsen was with the 513th Maintenance Unit 
as carpenter’s mate, and was based as Casablanca 
and Oran. He returned to the United States January 
26, 1945, and after a thirty day furlough, reported 
to Camp Endicott, Davisville, Rhode Island. In July, 
1945, he reported at Port Hueneme, California, and 
left for Pearl Harbor August 8. After a short stop 
there he went to the Caroline and Marshall Islands,

in the Pacific, for duty. Then, on September 6, he 
went to Okinawa and was based there until he re
turned to California October 21, 1945. He was dis
charged October 28, 1945, at Boston.

Nilsen is the son of the late Ole Anton and the late 
Janet (Nilson) of Boston, and was bom  December 
26, 1906, at Lowell, Massachusetts. He attended 
school at Dorchester, Massachusetts, and two years 
at Boston Trade School. He came to Milford to reside 
in 1924, and was employed at the Hillsborough Mills, 
Milford, when he enlisted in the Seabees. He mar
ried Florence Anderton of Milford September 16, 
1929, in Amherst.

★

T /5  A r t h u r  N o o n  — From April 30, 1942, until his 
discharge October 30, 1945, was Noon’s term of 
service. After basic training in anti-aircraft artillery 
a t Fort Eustis, Virginia, he received further training 
at Fort Fisher, and Camp Davis, North Carolina, 
then went to Fort Lawton, Washington. He left 
there with Headquarters Detachment, Provision Bat
talion, Coast Artillery Anti-Aircraft, on February 14, 
1943, for Amchitka Island, in the Aleutians, an island 
which was uninhabited for many years before the 
United States troops went there in January, 1943. He 
remained there until October 18, 1944, helping to 
build living quarters, roads, and airfields. Then he 
was sent to Fort Richardson, Alaska, and assigned to 
a Quartermaster Truck Battalion.

Noon returned to the United States May 28, 1945, 
and during his furlough, married Josephine Florek 
of Manchester at Hampton, Virginia.

Reporting at Lake Placid, New York, June 29, for 
re-assignment he was sent to Fort Dix, New Jersey, 
where he was a clerk in the separation center. From 
there he went to Indianapolis, Indiana, to Army 
Finance School, later returning to Fort Dix where he 
remained until discharged October 30, 1945.

Noon is the son of Fred and the late Helen (Hodg
son) Noon of Milford, born here November 5, 1917. 
He attended the local schools and was employed by 
the Milford Textile Corporation when he entered the 
Army.
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PAUL R. NORTHRUP EDW ARD L. NORTON KENNETH L. O’CONNELL

P f c . P a u l  R a y m o n d  N o r t h r u p  — Northrup was 
sworn in June 9, 1943, and after reporting a t Fort 
Devens, w ent to Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, for 
basic training in anti-aircraft gunnery, on June 23. 
In March, 1944, he w ent to Farmingdale, Long Is
land, then was based from July to December a t 
Fort Dix, New Jersey, and Fort Bragg, North Caro
lina.

In December, while at Camp Livingston, Louisi
ana, 'Northrup was transferred to the infantry and 
via F ort George G. Meade, Maryland, left Boston 
February 10, 1945, for Southampton, England. After 
a few days there, he landed at LeHavre, France, on 
February 22, with the 345th Infantry, Company E, 
87th Division, 3rd Army, and after going up  through 
France, started in action between the Moselle and 
the Rhine Rivers.

He was wounded in the right hand March 25 at 
Filsheim, Germany, and was evacuated to a hospital 
in France, then to a hospital a t Blandford, England.

Northrup arrived back in the United States June 
22, and after a furlough, returned to Camp Edwards 
July 30. He remained there until he received a 
medical discharge October 5, 1945. He received the 
Purple H eart medal for injuries received in action. 
He also holds the Combat Infantry badge.

He is the son of Fenwick E. and Ellen (Clough) 
N orthrup of Milford, and was born a t Nashua March 
12, 1913. He came to Milford to reside in 1916 and 
attended the local schools. He married Barbara 
Buzzell of Milford April 2, 1939, a t Nashua.

★

E d w a r d  L o e n  N o r t o n ,  AOM 1 /c  — Entering the 
Navy at M anchester March 3, 1943, Norton received 
his boot training at Newport, Rhode Island, and in 
May, went to Aviation Ordnance School a t Memphis, 
Tennessee. From th e re , he w ent to Purcell, Okla
homa, for instruction in naval gunnery and radar. In 
December he w ent to Banana River, Florida, where 
he received his combat air crewman training for duty 
on a large seaplane, a Mariner patrol bomber. He 
received the balance of his training a t Harvey Point, 
North Carolina, and bombardier training at Key

West, Florida. He served as an aviation ordnance 
man.

After flying to the Philippines, his unit operated 
from a seaplane tender and he was in the air battle 
at Mindoro on D plus one, in December, 1944. He 
flew to China every day on reconnaissance.

In February, he was land based at Leyte, then 
was on ship and shore duty at Manila, Palawan, and 
Lingayen Gulf.

He was discharged December 7, 1945, at Boston.
He flew on sixty missions and has the Distinguished 

Flying Cross, the Air Medal and a gold star in lieu 
of a second Air Medal.

Norton, son of M. Annabel (Jacques) Doucet and 
the late Edward F. Norton of Milford, was born here 
July 15, 1923. He attended the local schools, grad
uating in 1941.

★
T /5  K e n n e t h  L a w r e n c e  O ’C o n n e l l  -  In the 38th 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery, Headquarters Battery, O’Con
nell left for England August 11, 1944. He was 
attached to the 9th Army and based at Blackshaw- 
moor. The next month, on September 17th, he 
landed in France on Utah Beach. Bivouacked for a 
short time at Liffre and then a t Rennes, he went 
into the Battle of the Bulge at Vise, Belgium.

In March, 1945, he proceeded through Holland 
to Munchen-Gladbach in Germany. Crossing the 
Roer River at Julich he proceeded with the 9th 
Army to Lintfort.

In April his unit helped to form a military govern
ment at Oelde and Dissen, Germany. V-E Day 
found his unit near Dahlenberg.

After V-E Day he was on occupational duty at 
Michelstadt, Germany. He was discharged January 
12, at Fort Devens.

Kenneth O’Connell was born on September 22, 
1919, the son of Bernard and Esther (Smith) O’Con
nell. ’ He was employed by the Abbott Worsted 
Company, Wilton, when he entered the Army. His 
wife is the former Mary Pickett of Wilton.

Sworn in April 30, 1942, he was sent to Fort 
Eustis, Virginia, for basic training. He did telephone 
and radio work, and was at various camps before 
leaving for England.
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TOIVO J. OLLIKAINEN THOMAS F. O’NEIL, Jr. EDWARD J. ORSO

S e r g e a n t  T o i v o  J o h n  O l l i k a i n e n  — Born April 12, 
1923, at Fitchburg, Massachusetts, Toivo came to 
Milford as a child. His parents are John and Helmi 
Ollikainen. Ollikainen was an employee of James 
P. Cassidy at the Socony Service Station in Union 
Square when he entered the Army.

After being sworn in on February 22, 1943, he 
took his basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, and 
was assigned to the Air Corps. He was further 
trained as aviation mechanic at Chicago, and then 
given specialist’s training on B-24s at Willow Run, 
Michigan. Then came gunnery school at Tyndall 
Field, Michigan.

Sergeant Ollikainen was assigned to a crew as 
engineer at Westover Field, Massachusetts, in Janu
ary, 1944. After shifting to Charleston, South Caro
lina, Langley Field, Virginia, and Grenier Field, 
New Hampshire, he flew in July to Africa and Italy.

At Gioia, Italy, he was assigned to the 464th 
Bomb Group. It was on his third mission that he had 
to bail out over Yugoslavia. There, he was “missing 
in action” for ten days, but was able to rejoin his 
group. In all, he participated in twenty-three mis
sions. He was awarded the Air Medal with one Oak 
Leaf cluster.

Sergeant Ollikainen returned to this country in 
May, 1945, and after a furlough was discharged on 
July 7, 1945.

★

P r i v a t e  T h o m a s  F r a n c i s  O ’N e i l ,  J r . — Thomas 
O’Neil entered the United States Marine Corps 
while he was working for the Public Service Com
pany in Milford as line foreman.

He was sworn in March 31, 1945, at Boston, and 
left the same day for his boot training at Parris 
Island, South Carolina.

In June he went to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, 
and later he was transferred to Camp Pendleton,

California. On August 15 he sailed from California 
for Hawaii, where he was based on Oahu.

He returned to San Francisco, California, October 
16th, and was discharged November 1, 1945, at 
Camp Lejeune, New River, North Carolina.

O’Neil is the son of Thomas F. and Phoebe 
(Durnan) O’Neil. He was born June 25, 1908, at 
Milford and attended the Milford schools, graduat
ing in the Class of 1926.

He married Elizabeth W hite of Milford on June 
24, 1933'.

★

E d w a r d  J o s e p h  O r s o ,  S C l/c  — W hen he enlisted 
in the temporary reserve of the United States Coast 
Guard, Edward Orso was employed as chef by the 
Waldorf Company, Dorchester, Massachusetts. He 
was sworn in September 16, 1942, and reported at 
Rye Beach, New Hampshire, for beach patrol duty.

On December 15, 1942, he was transferred to the 
Coast Guard Reserve and in March, 1944, assigned 
to duty as cook at Providence, Rhode Island. Four 
months later in July he went to Amphibious Training 
School at Camp Bradford, Norfolk, Virginia. At 
Norfolk he also attended the Cooks and Bakers 
School, after which he was assigned as cook.

In September of the same year he was moved to 
Brunswick Barracks, Boston, where he took over the 
duties of cook at the Coast Guard Electrician School.

In March, 1945, he was again assigned to Bruns
wick Barracks as cook. In April he was based at 
Constitution Repair Base, Boston, and in February, 
1946, he went aboard the United States Coast Guard 
ship Spar as cook while the ship was making test 
patrols with radar equipment.

On March 25, 1946, he received his discharge.
Orso is the son of David and the late Rose (Per- 

ogini) Orso of Milford, and was born May 4, 1910.
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W ILLIAM  A. ORSO RYLEY M. OSBORNE ROBERT A. PARKER

P f c . W i l l i a m  A n t h o n y  O r s o  — An early entrant in 
the Army, Orso was sworn in March 25, 1941, at 
Manchester. After reporting to Fort Devens, he was 
sent to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for basic train
ing. W hile assigned to the 774th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, Company B, he received the remainder of 
his training.

He left New York, June 3, 1944, for England and 
was based at Asbury Park, near Nuneaton. Attached 
to the^O th Corps, he landed on U tah Beach, France, 
August 8th, and started in action. He fought through 
France, going through Le Mans, Chartres, Paris, 
Epernay, Reims, Verdun, Metz, and Saarlautern. 
Then he w ent to Arlon, Belgium; to Germany, and 
back to Arlon to be in the Battle of the Bulge for a 
day and a half. Going back into France, he helped 
set up defenses at the Siegfried Line, crossed the 
Rhine River at Ludwigshafen in March, 1945, and 
after a week’s rest was stationed at Reutlingen.

He was discharged October 1, 1945, at Fort 
Devens. He has the Bronze Star Medal for meritori
ous service.

He was born March 31, 1912, at Milford, the son 
of David and the late Rose (Perogino) Orso of Mil
ford. He attended the schools in Milford.

He m arried Eva LaRose of Hendersonville, Ten
nessee, February 6, 1943, at Camp Hood, Texas.

★
S / S e r g e a n t  R y l e y  M i l f o r d  O s b o r n e  — Trained as 
an airplane mechanic, and a specialist on P-40s, 
Sergeant Osborne was sent to Paris October 30, 
1945. From Paris he was immediately flown to 
W iesbaden, Germany, and assigned to the 99th 
Troop Carrier Squadron in the European Air Trans
port Service. There, in the Army of Occupation, he 
worked on cargo and fighter planes.

In February, 1946, he was transferred to the 97th 
Air Drome Squadron and became flight chief for a 
flight of fighter planes. He remained there until he 
returned to New York March 30, 1946. He was 
discharged from service April 4, 1946.

Osborne was born in Bristol, England, October 
28, 1917. He is the son of Aaron and Mabel (Mogg) 
Osborne, now of Epsom, New Hampshire'. He mar

ried Elizabeth Woods of Concord September 6,
1943. Osborne came to Milford in 1939 and was 
employed by the Abbott Machine Company, Wilton.

Sworn in October 8, 1942, he went to Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, then to the Academy of Aero
nautics at La Guardia Field, New York, for schooling.

Further training was given him at the Casey Jones 
School of Aeronautics, Newark, New Jersey, and 
at Roosevelt Field, Long Island. Following that he 
took specialists’ training on P-40s at the Curtiss 
W right Company, Buffalo, New York.

After being based at Fort Meyers, and at Venice 
Army Air Field, Florida, where he worked as 
mechanic on P-39s, P-40s, P-47s and P-51s, he was 
sent to Greensboro, North Carolina, and to Fort 
Totten, New York.

★
R o b e r t  A l a n  P a r k e r ,  B M 2 /c — For foui yeais 
Robert Parker took part in the heavy fighting and 
island invasions in the Pacific Area. In April, 1942, 
aboard the USS American Legion, a troopship, he 
sailed with troops loaded at New York, to Welling
ton, New Zealand. In July he took part in maneuvers 
off the Fiji Islands and on August 7th, made the 
landing at Guadalcanal. After leaving troops there, 
his ship sailed via New Caledonia to Brisbane and 
Melbourne, Australia.

In July, transferred to the USS Waters, a 
destroyer-transport, he went to the New Geoigia 
Islands, where he remained for three months with 
the 4th Marine Raiders.

In October he went to Tulagi, and in May, 1944, 
aboard the USS Carter Hall, he went to New Guinea, 
taking part in the landing at Morotai Island. Then 
followed initial landings at Guam and Leyte.

Parker went to Borneo in April, 1945, to Korea 
in August, and to Shanghai in September. In Feb
ruary 1946, he went to Hong Kong, then to Japan.

He was discharged May 11, 1946, at Shoemaker, 
California.

Parker, one of four brothers, all in the war, is the 
son of Hannah (Craig) and the late Truman Parker. 
Although born March 29, 1922, at Pasadena, Cali
fornia, he came to Milford in 1941 and graduated 
from the high school.
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TRUMAN PARKER WILLIAM L. PARKER IRVING W. PATTEN

2 n d  L i e u t . T r u m a n  P a r k e r  — Having been a flying 
instructor at Bristol, Vermont, for two years, Parker 
was trained as a pilot when called to active duty 
March 22, 1944. He received his wings and commis
sion as second lieutenant September 8, 1945, a t Enid, 
Oklahoma.

After various moves from McGregor, to Childress 
in Texas and then to Kearns, Utah, he was sent to 
Tokyo February, 1946, in the 34th Statistical Control 
Unit. Until April 1, 1946, he was there with the 
Army of Occupation.

Truman Parker was discharged at Lawson Field, 
Georgia, November 18, 1946, and was placed in the 
Officers’ Reserve.

The following year, October 30, 1947, he returned 
to active duty and at present is based at Bolling 
Field, Washington, D. C.

Truman Parker was born September 20, 1917, at 
Pasadena, California, and attended school there 
through the grades; then he came to Merrimack, 
New Hampshire. He came to Milford to reside in 
1938. He is the son of Hannah (Craig) and the 
late Truman Parker.

His marriage to Phyllis Cunningham of Merri
mack took place February 16, 1937.

★

W i l l i a m  L l o y d  P a r k e r , A M M l/c  —One of four 
brothers, all in the service in World W ar II, William 
Parker came to Milford in 1941. The son of Hannah 
(Craig) and the late Truman Parker, he was born 
in Pasadena, California, March 29, 1922. He lived 
for a short time in Merrimack and attended McGaw 
Institute in Reeds Ferry. W hen the family moved 
to Milford in 1941 William finished his high school 
course here.

Parker was in the employ of the Bourn Furniture 
Company when he enlisted in the Navy. Sworn in 
April 9, 1942, he took his boot training at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station in Illinois. He then 
went to the Ford Plant, Dearborn, Michigan, for 
advanced training as aviation machinist’s mate.

After training he was based at Cuddihy Field, Corpus 
Christi, Texas.

He was next based at the Naval Auxiliary Air 
Station at Kingsville, Texas, and then in July, 1945, 
went to the Air Base at Lam bert Field, St. Louis, 
Missouri. In September, 1946, he left the United 
States for Hawaii to be based at Oahu Naval Air 
Station. He did aircraft maintenance work, mostly 
on engines. He also did pre-flight inspection, first 
on single engine aircraft and later on multi-engine 
aircraft, most of them transports. He is still in the 
service.

★

S / S e r g e a n t  I r v i n g  W i n s t o n  P a t t e n  — Assigned to 
the Army Air Corps as mechanic, Irving Patten left 
San Francisco for Australia in the 394th Bomb 
Group, 590th Bomb Squadron. He was in Australia 
three weeks, then was returned to this country for 
later service in Europe.

On December 25, 1943, he was sent to England 
as mechanic in the 100th service group, 41st Main
tenance Repair and Replacement Squadron.

In October, 1944, Sergeant Patten went to France, 
then to Liege, Belgium to be based. He served in 
Europe for twenty-two months, after which he re
turned to the United States and was discharged 
October 20, 1945.

Patten, the son of Orion and Bernice (Bills) 
Patten, was born September 30, 1920, at Milford 
and attended Milford schools. He was employed a t 
the Henry Curtis Farm in Milford when he entered 
the Army. He was sworn in September 9, 1942, 
and received basic training at Atlantic City, New 
Jersey.

Assigned to the Air Corps as mechanic he received 
further training at Goldsboro, North Carolina, and 
at the Chevrolet Corporation, Detroit. He was then 
based at Salt Lake City; and at Uphrata, Washing
ton. At San Francisco he joined his bomb group and 
sailed for Australia.

Mrs. Patten is the former Gladys Weston of Am
herst.
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LEON L. PATTEN ROY A. PEACOCK ALFEE R. PELCHAT

P f c . L e o n  L y n s d a i l  P a t t e n  — A s  a member of 
Battery B, 465th Glider Field Artillery Battalion, 
Leon Patten was the first m an in his un it to fire a shot 
in the invasion of the Philippines. He was wounded 
in the hand in the operation.

The son of Orion and Bernice (Bills) Patten of 
Milford, he was born September 22, 1923, and 
attended local schools. He was sworn in March 3, 
1943, at M anchester and two weeks later w ent from 
Fort Devens to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for 
basic training.

He had instruction in a glider squadron a t Camp 
Mackall, North Carolina, then sailed for New 
Guinea in June, 1944. He was discharged a t Fort 
Devens in December, 1945.

Patten was employed a t the Hillsboro Mills in 
Pine Valley when he entered the service. On Oc
tober 17, 1943, he married Miss Eleanor W edell of 
Brooklyn, New York, a t Chesterfield, South Carolina.

★

R o y  A l b e r t  P e a c o c k ,  MM 3 /c  -  Roy Peacock saw 
service in the Pacific area, being first stationed at 
M aalaea Bay, Maui, Hawaii, on demolition and 
amphibious work w ith the 4 th  Marine Division. 
H e participated in a Brigade Commendation.

Son of Luva (Payne) Peacock Hill and the late 
Albert Peacock of Milford, he was born here March 
4, 1917, attended Milford schools and was privately 
tutored.

At the time of entering the Seabees, he was em
ployed by W. H. Nichols, W altham, Massachusetts. 
He was sworn in October 12, 1943, a t Manchestei, 
and reported to Camp Peary, Virginia, for boot 
training. He left the United States in April, 1944, 
w ith the 127th Naval Construction Battalion.

After serving on Maui Island, he was transferred 
to General Service and sent to Pearl Harbor for extra 
training.

Shipped out on an LST to Kwajalein, he then went

to the Mariana Islands, and later worked with the 
1053rd Battalion at Anguar, Palau Islands. W ith a 
special detachment he went to Okinawa and then 
moved back to his own battalion, the 127th, on 
Samar in the Philippines.

On detached service for road construction and 
radar work with the 622nd battalion at Balangiga, 
Samar, Peacock returned again to the 127th on 
Manicani Island in the Philippines, before being 
shipped to Japan where he was stationed at Yoko
suka, the Japanese Naval base in Tokyo Bay.

He was discharged in Boston, November 28th, 
1945.

Roy Peacock was married to Lillian Lehtonen ot 
W altham, Massachusetts, in August, 1947.

★

T /4  A l f e e  R a y m o n d  P e l c h a t  -  Sergeant Pelchat 
was employed by the Bourn Furniture Company in 
Milford when he enlisted in the Army November 23,
1942, at Manchester.

From Fort Devens he was sent to Camp Clai
borne, Louisiana, for basic training before going to 
Camp Anza, California.

Sergeant Pelchat left the United States March 28,
1943, in the 363rd Engineer Special Service Regi
ment, Company D, for Iran, Persia, where he worked 
on road construction as operator of heavy equipment.

He spent two weeks at Teheran and then was sent 
to Hamadam in January, 1944. A year- later, from 
January, 1945, to July, Pelchat was based at the 
Abadam Airbase in Iran, and in July left for the 
Staging Area at Khorramshahr. He returned from 
there to the United States July 29, 1945.

He was at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, until his dis
charge, November 21, 1945. .

He is 'the son of Alfred and Regina (Vallier) 
Pelchat of Milford. He was born August 18, 1922, 
at Berlin, New Hampshire, and came to Miltord 
in 1924, 'attending the local schools.
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HENRY J. PELCHAT CLAYTON H. PERKINS FLOYD G. PERKINS

H e n r y  J o s e p h  P e l c h a t , MMS 3 / c  — Henry Pelchat 
entered the Seabees when he was sworn in Septem
ber 13, 1943, at Manchester, reporting the next day 
to Camp Peary, Virginia, for boot training. From 
there he was sent to Camp Thomas, Davisville, Rhode 
Island.

In February, 1944, he left California in the 129th 
Naval Construction Battalion, Company A, Platoon 
2, and went to the Hawaiian Islands.

From there he went to Leyte in the Philippine 
Islands where he assisted in building airports. He 
saw action in Manila, and later went to Mindoro 
Island. He was on Samar when the war ended and 
arrived back in the United States September 25,
1945. He was discharged December 3, 1945, at 
Boston.

Pelchat was born April 3, 1920, at Berlin, New 
Hampshire, the son of Alfred and Regina (Vallier) 
Pelchat of Milford, and came here in 1924. He 
attended Milford schools, and was later employed by 
the Lovejoy Granite Company of Nashua.

He married Mildred Lemery of Nashua on Jan
uary 18, 1942, at Tyngsboro, Massachusetts.

★

P v t . C l a y t o n  H u g h  P e r k i n s  — Born on April 14, 
1926, at Fitchburg, Massachusetts, Perkins is the 
son of Herbert and Frances (Osgood) Perkins of 
Milford. In 1942 he came to Milford from Brook
line. He graduated from Milford High School in 
1944 and was employed by the H. E. Fletcher Com
pany of Chelmsford, Massachusetts, before his war 
service.

He was sworn in the Army at Manchester on 
September 22, 1944, and via Fort Devens went to 
Fort Belvoir, Virginia, for basic training and for a 
short time was at carpenters’ school. He was then 
transferred to Camp Gordon, Georgia, for infantry 
training.

Perkins left New York in March, 1945, for Eng

land. He was with the 1st Regiment, 8th Battalion, 
Company A.

Shortly thereafter his outfit was sent to join the 
9th Armored Division at the Ludendorff Bridge at 
Remagen, Germany.

On April 1, 1945, he was wounded in the right 
hand in the vicinity of Warzburg, Germany. He re
ceived the Purple H eart Award.

Hospitalized at the 106th General Hospital in 
France, then at the 117th General Hospital in Eng
land he was sent home, arriving May 29th, for 
further treatment at Lovell General Hospital, Fort 
Devens.

He was discharged there on October 2, 1945.

★

T /4  F l o y d  G e o r g e  P e r k in s  — The son of Nellie 
(Kirby) Perkins of Milford, and the late Fred G. 
Perkins, Floyd Perkins was born October 30, 1913, 
in Canada.

He attended school at Concord and Pembroke 
Academy, graduating in 1932, and came to Milford 
in 1939, and was employed at Souhegan Mills in 
Wilton, when he entered the Army.

On October 28, 1942, Perkins was married to 
Beulah Flariday of Milford, and on November 25, 
1942, was sworn in at Manchester.

After reporting to Fort Devens on December 9, 
1942, he was sent to Camp Pickett for basic training.

Before going overseas, he was based a t Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, Maryland; Fort Benning, Georgia; 
Camp Forrest, Tennessee; and Center Line, Michi
gan. He left New York February 11th for England, 
with the 533rd Ordnance (Heavy Maintenance Com
pany) Tank.

Perkins was based at Warminster, England, before 
crossing to France on D-Day with the 3rd Armored 
Division. He took part in the Battles of Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland and Germany, return
ing to the United States October 28, 1945.

He was discharged at Fort Dix, New Jersey, No
vember 1, 1945.
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JOSEPH A. PERUSSE JOSEPH A. PEZZULLO NORMAN A. PHILBROOK

P f c .  J o s e p h  A b e l a r d  P e r u s s e  — Joseph Perusse is 
the son of Charles and Emilia (Vanderhayden) 
Perusse of Milford, born at Francestown, New Ham p
shire, October 5, 1905. He came to Milford to reside 
in 1936.

He was a truckm an with G. K. Foster in Wilton 
when he was sworn in at M anchester on November 
25, 1942. He reported at Fort Devens on December 
9, 1942.

Perusse had training as a machine gunner at Fort 
Jackson, South Carolina, and then w ent to Tennessee 
for maneuvers. For a time he was truck driver at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, then w ent to Fort Dix, 
New Jersey. He was on guard duty at Camp Upton, 
New York, and then went to Fort Slocum, New York.

Private Perusse was discharged at Fort Slocum, 
October 12, 1945.

★

P f c . J o s e p h  A r c h i e  P e z z u l l o — In the 41st Armored 
Infantry Regiment, Company D, Joseph Pezzullo left 
Boston January 3, 1945. He landed a t LeHavre, 
France. From LeHavre, Pezzullo was sent to Bel
gium where he joined the 2nd Armored Division. He 
fought with that division in the Battle of the Bulge, 
the Battle of the Rhineland, and on through Ger
many to the fighting outside Berlin.

It was at M adgeburg, during the Battle for Ger
many, tha t Pezzullo was wounded. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart. He was in Berlin on V-E Day, 
after which he was transferred to the 1st Armored 
Division and sent to Stuttgart for occupational duty.

Returning to New York June 6, 1946, he was dis
charged ten days later at Fort Dix, New Jersey.

The son of Anthony and Pauline (Carpentieri) 
Pezzullo, he was born August 13, 1924, at Nashua. 
He was employed by Antimo Carpentieri, cemetery 
caretaker, when he entered the Army. Sworn in June 
6, 1944, at Fort Devens, he received his basic train
ing at Fort McClellan, Alabama.

★

N o r m a n  A u g u s t u s  P h i l b r o o k ,  CM 2 /c  — Norman 
Philbrook, son of Charles G. and Evangeline (Jor- 
den) Philbrook, now of Nashua, was born February 
28, 1909, in Peabody, Massachusetts. He attended 
schools in Saugus and Lynn, Massachusetts, before 
coming to Milford. He married Jennie Cranton of 
Manchester on September 6, 1930.

His service in the Navy took him from his work 
as joiner at the Portsmouth Navy Yard and after 
being sworn in December 4, 1943, at Manchester he 
reported for active duty and boot training March 8, 
1944, at Great Lakes Naval Training Station, Illinois. 
He entered as carpenter’s mate second class.

On April 28th he was sent to the Naval Frontier 
Base at Tompkinsville, New York, but in a week was 
transferred to Newton Park, Norfolk, Virginia, work
ing as a carpenter in the Naval Landing Force and 
Equipm ent Depot.

He went to Camp Shelton, Little Creek, Virginia, 
where he was discharged on October 12, 1945.
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RICHARD B. PHILLIPS LEON G. PHINNEY RICHARD E. PIPER

C a p t a i n  R i c h a r d  B e t t s  P h i l l i p s  — For many years 
a summer resident of Milford, Dr. Richard Phillips 
was practicing medicine at Rochester, Minnesota, 
when he was called to active duty in the Navy. He 
had joined the Naval Reserve in July, 1934, and was 
called for active duty June 15, 1941, as lieutenant 
commander. For two years he served aboard the 
USS Jade, a converted yacht, which did escort duty 
on routes to Panama, South America and the Carib
bean area.

Dr. Phillips returned for stateside duty in 1943 
and was based at Norfolk, Virginia, as chief of the 
Department of Anesthesia in the U. S. Naval Hos
pital.

In 1944 he was based at the Naval Air Station, 
Jacksonville, Florida, and in 1945 at the Naval Air 
Stations in Pensacola, Florida, and in Seattle, W ash
ington. While in Pensacola he was made flight 
surgeon and served aboard the USS Takanis Bay, an 
aircraft carrier, during 1945. He was detached from 
active duty and placed in the Naval Reserve, No
vember, 1945. Captain Phillips was given the Mili
tary Surgeon Medal and Naval Reserve Medal.

Dr. Phillips was born September 15, 1901, at 
Boston. He is the son of Alexander V. C. Phillips 
and Anna (Mills) Phillips. After graduating from 
Bowdoin College, he studied medicine at the Uni
versity of Edinburgh, Scotland. He also studied 
medicine in Vienna, Berlin, Munich, Dublin, London 
and Zurich. In this country he studied a t Harvard 
University and at the Mayo Clinic at Rochester, 
Minnesota.

★

L e o n  G i b s o n  P h i n n e y ,  S K D l/c —Enlisting in the 
U. S. Navy on January 21, 1943, Leon Phinney re
ceived his boot training at Newport, Rhode Island, 
and later received training as a storekeeper.

After being sent to Norfolk, Virginia, for assign
ment he boarded the USS William Biddle for duty 
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. For twenty months he 
served there as a storekeeper in the disbursing office.

He returned to the United States in April, 1945.
Following his return to the United States, he 

served in the disbursing office in the Fargo Building 
at Boston until his discharge July 2, 1946.

Phinney is the son of W arren and Ethel Phinney 
of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Born in Ports
mouth, May 29, 1924, he attended schools in both 
Portsmouth and Wilton before coming to Milford 
in 1940. He graduated from Milford High School 
in 1942 and the following year enlisted in the Navy. 
Phinney was working at the Milford Food Center 
when he left Milford to enter service.

★

M /  S e r g e a n t  R i c h a r d  E d w i n  P i p e r  — A member 
of the regular Army from 1935 to 1939 and in the 
Army Reserve from 1940 to February 1941, Sergeant 
Piper was called for active duty February 14, 1941. 
For two years he was based in this country, a t Fort 
Devens, at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, a t Fort Ben- 
ning, Georgia, and at W alter Reed Hospital, Wash
ington, D. C.

On February 17, 1943, he was sent to Belem, 
South America, in the medical corps which received 
incoming battle casualties. Sergeant Piper returned 
to Miami,. Florida, on account of illness, in Decem
ber, 1943.

After furlough he reported to Camp Blanding, 
Florida, and from Camp Blanding was sent to Fort 
Monmouth, New Jersey. In July, 1944, he was 
based at Fort Dix, New Jersey; later he served as 
sergeant major in the Mason General Hospital at 
Brentwood, Long Island, New York. After duty at 
Mason General Hospital he was discharged on Oc
tober 13, 1945.

Richard Piper is the son of Everett E. and Stella 
(Wakefield) Piper of Townsend Harbor, Massachu
setts. He was bom  November 20, 1916, a t Towns
end, Massachusetts, where he attended school. He 
was employed at the Spaulding Fibre Company of 
Townsend before he came to reside in Milford in 
1940.



MILFORD IN WORLD W AR II

LAW RENCE M. POOR W ILLIAM  I. POW ERS HAROLD C. PRATT

P f c . L a w r e n c e  M e l v i n  P o o r  — The son of Melvin 
W . and Edna (Keeser) Poor of Milford, Poor was 
born March 11, 1925, a t Milford. He attended the 
Milford schools and the preparatory school a t Tilton 
for three months. W hen he enlisted in the Army 
Air Corps, he was employed by the Keene Fiber 
and Silk Mills, Keene, New Hampshire. He married 
Helen Snyder of Nashua April 6, 1946, a t Nashua.

He was sworn in August 4, 1943, a t Manchester. 
After reporting to Fort Devens, he w ent to Gulfport, 
Mississippi, for basic training. In September, he 
w ent to the University of Denver, in Colorado, and 
in January, 1944, to Santa Anna, California, for 
classification. He started pilot training and gradu
ated from Pre-Flight School there in June. Trans
ferred to aviation mechanic, he was sent to Amarillo, 
Texas, and to Lemoore, California, during the month 
of August.

After being assigned to the 1914th Engineers 
Aviation Battalion, Company C, as demolition tech
nician, he left the United States on May 20, 1945, 
via Geiger Field, Washington. He was based on 
Okinawa, near Naha, going there for mopping up 
operations. H e was stationed there during his over
seas service and re-enlisted there December 1, 1945.

After his return on January 10, 1946, and a 
furlough, he reported to Fort Devens in April. He 
was a t W estover Field, Massachusetts, before going 
to Orlando, Florida, to be based. W hile there he 
served as master of ceremonies at camp entertain
ments. On February 12, 1946, he received his dis
charge at Egland Field, Pensacola, Florida.

★

P r i v a t e  W i l l i a m  I r a  P o w e r s  — Entering France 
from England with the 92nd Signal Battalion, W il
liam Powers served in three of the European 
campaigns and received the Purple H eart Award

after suffering injuries in action. He operated and 
repaired radio equipment, and also served with the 
92nd Signal Battalion as switchboard operator for 
units in battle areas.

Powers is the son of Pearl (Carter) and the late 
William T. Powers of Milford. He was born Sep
tember 1, 1922, at Irasburg, Vermont. He came 
to Milford to live in 1927, and lived here five years, 
then lived in Barnstead and Alton where he attended 
high school.

At the time of his enlistment, he owned a lumber 
business in Barnstead, bu t his parents lived in Mil
ford.

Enlisting September 16, 1942, he went from Fort 
Devens to the Signal Corps at Mobile, Alabama, then 
to Code and Typing School at the Institute of Tech
nology in Chicago. He also had instruction in 
radio work at New Orleans, Louisiana.

He sailed August 21, 1944, from New York in the 
879th Signal Company (Aviation), Detachment A, 
and spent 18 months on duty with that outfit in 
England.

Powers was discharged January 9, 1946, a t Fort 
Devens.

★

P v t . H a r o l d  C l i f f o r d  P r a t t  -  Private Pratt was 
born in Milford February 6, 1912, the son of the 
late George D. and the late Jane (Manson) Pratt of 
Milford.

He attended the Milford schools and was working 
at the Martin Plumbing Company when he was sworn 
into service at Manchester January 6, 1941. He 
immediately went to Fort Devens.

He was sent to Camp Edwards in Massachusetts 
and assigned to the 68th Coast Artillery but received 
a discharge for physical reasons, on May 26, 1941.
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CHARLES B. PRESTIPINOH. PARKER PRATT, Jr. BARTOLO V. PRESTIPINO

P f c . H a r o l d  P a r k e r  P r a t t  — While working at the 
Abbott Machine Company, Wilton, Parker Pratt 
joined the Army. After being sworn in March 3, 
1943, he went to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, for basic 
training with the engineers, and he left Boston, 
October 2, 1943, with the 148th Engineers Battalion, 
Company A.

For several months in England he was based at 
Chester and received amphibious training near 
Reading. On D plus 2 Day he was with the engineers 
who landed at Utah Beach, and was in action near 
Carentan, France, before doing mine and demolition 
work at Pont Le Abbey, St. Lo, and Lessay.

He moved south with the armored forces through 
Alencon and Le Mans to Paris.

The 148th Engineers built roads and bridges 
through Belgium and were in Aachen, Germany, at 
the time the Germans broke through our defenses. 
Moving back to Belgium, they built a  bridge for 
our retreating infantry and armored forces.

The Engineers again advanced into Germany and 
helped to build the largest two-way Bailey Bridge 
across the Rhine River.

They then crossed the Rhine River to Eisenach, 
Germany, and Pratt was on security guard work 
until after V-E Day.

In September, 1945, Pratt spent a furlough in 
England and was married to Brenda Parr of Birken
head October 3rd. P ratt returned to the United 
States November 25, 1945, and received his dis
charge five days later. Mrs. P ratt was able to join 
him in Milford on April 30, 1946.

Harold Parker Pratt, Jr., is the son of Harold P. 
and Beulah (Lanman) Pratt of Milford. He was 
born November 20, 1924, at Charlestown, New 
Hampshire, coming to Milford to reside in 1937.

He participated in a Presidential Citation given 
for outstanding service with the 148th Engineers.

★
P f c . B a r t o l o  V i n c e n t  P r e s t i p i n o  —  Employed by 
the New England Ship Corporation when he entered 
the Army on March 3, 1943, Bartolo Prestipino was 
born in Milford on October 12, 1922, son of Anthony 
and Virginia (Patti) Prestipino. He graduated from

Milford High School in 1941.
He was first assigned to the 393rd Engineer Regi

ment, then to the 398th, before he was transferred 
to Sheppard Field, Texas, in June, 1943, where he 
received his Air Corps Basic training. From there 
he went to East Central College, Ada, Oklahoma, 
for a year’s cadet training in the Air Corps.

In December, after going to San Antonio, Texas, 
for classification, he was transferred to Technical 
School at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, where he 
studied for radio operator and mechanic. Upon grad
uation he was transferred to Scott Field, Illinois; 
Selfridge Field, Michigan; Sheppard Field, Texas; 
Kerns Field, Utah; and Great Falls, Montana.

Prestipino was then sent to Edmonton, Canada, 
where he was assigned to the 60th Army Airwave 
Communication System and received training in radio 
equipment maintenance.

From there, in February, 1945, he went to Fair
banks, Alaska, then w ent to Nome where he was in 
charge of radio maintenance.

He was discharged February 13, 1946, at Fort 
Devens.

★
C o r p o r a l  C h a r l e s  B a r t o l o  P r e s t i p i n o  — Enlisting 
in the United States Marine Corps on July 13, 1942, 
Charles Prestipino received boot training at Parris 
Island, South Carolina, and was assigned duty in the 
office of the 7th Recruit Battalion at Parris Island.

On May 29, 1943, Corporal Prestipino was sent to 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to become paymaster a t the 
Marine Base. He served at Guantanamo until May,
1944.

In July of that year he entered the V-12 Program 
at Dartmouth College. He remained there until he 
was discharged March 14, 1946.

Charles Prestipino, the son of Anthony and Vir
ginia (Patti) Prestipino of Milford, was born August 
12, 1921. He attended the Milford schools. On 
graduation from Nashua Business College in 1940, 
he was employed at the Social Security Office, 
Baltimore, Maryland.

His marriage to Suoma Jarvis of Wilton took place 
March 2, 1946.
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VINCENT J. PRESTIPINO CHARLES M. PROVASOLI JOHN J. PROVASOLI

P r i v a t e  V i n c e n t  J o s e p h  P r e s t i p i n o  — Prestipino 
enlisted in the Air Corps ori July 7, 1944, as a cadet 
and was called to active duty February 3, 1945. He 
was assigned to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for basic 
training. Due to the cancellation of the cadet pro
gram, Private Prestipino was transferred to the 
Military Police and was sent to Minter Field, 
Bakersfield, California, for instruction.

After his special training he remained at the field 
on guard duty.

In August, 1945, he was transferred to Scott Field, 
Illinois, for training in radio and code communica
tions and was discharged there on November 5,
1945.

Prestipino was born August 17, 1926, in Milford 
and is the son of Anthony and Virginia (Patti) 
Prestipino. He attended Milford schools and gradu
ated from Milford High School in June, 1944. At 
the time he enlisted he was employed a t the Hills
borough Mills.

★

T /5  C h a r l e s  M a r i o  P r o v a s o l i  — Entering the 
Army December 16, 1942, Corporal Charles Prova
soli received his basic training at Camp Edison, New 
Jersey. Subsequently, he received special training at 
Hemphill Diesel school at Memphis, Tennessee, and 
for a time was assigned to Drew Field, Tampa, 
Florida, where he became a private first class.

On August 16, 1943, he left Seattle, W ashington, 
to participate in the Aleutian campaign, arriving at 
Kiska on September 2, 1943, W hile in the Aleutians, 
he served on Attu and Adak as well as Kiska and 
Agattu as a power man in a radar unit. During his 
stay in the Aleutians, he was assigned to the 762nd

Signal Air W arning Company and the 713th Signal 
Air W arning Company, attached to the 11th Air 
Force.

He returned to the United States on November 
9, 1945, and was discharged November 22, 1945.

He is the son of Agostino and Ambrogina (Puri- 
celli) Provasoli of Milford and is a life-long resident 
of Milford, having been born here on October 9, 
1918. He attended Milford High School. He was 
married September 5, 1942, to Elizabeth Styles of 
Milford and was employed at the Monadnock Carpet 
Company at the time he entered military service.

★

J o h n  J o s e p h  P r o v a s o l i ,  MoMM 2 /c  — John Prova
soli was employed at the Fore River Shipyard in 
Quincy when he enlisted in the Coast Guard at 
Boston on December 26, 1941. He reported the 
next day at Gallups Island, Boston, and received his 
boot training there and at the Fore River Patrol 
Base, where he also was trained as a motor machin
ist’s mate.

In March, 1942, he was assigned to a Coast Guard 
patrol boat which patroled the coast between Cape 
Elizabeth, Maine, and Cape Cod Bay, Massachu
setts. In August, 1943, he was transferred to a fire 
boat, as motor machinist’s mate second class.

On September 1, 1945, he was assigned to the 
Captain of the Port at Boston. He was discharged 
September 21, 1945.

He is the son of Agostino and Ambrogina (Pun- 
celli) Provasoli, born in Milford May 24, 1914. He 
attended Milford schools.

He married Elizabeth Noon of Milford on No
vember 25, 1944.
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IRVING L. PUCKETT ALBERT L. PUTNAM HAROLD E. PUTNAM

S / S e r g e a n t  I r v i n g  L e e  P u c k e t t  — Although born 
in Milford on October 25, 1912, Irving Puckett lived 
in Nashua from 1917 to 1936. He returned to Mil
ford to reside after his marriage on February 16th 
of that year to Nancy Romeo. His parents are Law
rence G. and the late Lottie (Hodlin) Puckett.

Puckett was employed at the Nashua Gummed 
and Coated Paper Company when he entered the 
Army May 6, 1943.

For basic training he went to Fort Huachuaca, 
Arizona. For regular service with the 853rd O rd
nance Heavy Automotive Maintenance Company he 
was sent to Camp Bowie, Texas. After service with 
the Maintenance Company, Puckett attended school 
for electrical ignition and carburetor instruction at 
San Antonio, Texas.

Sergeant Puckett left for England November 11, 
1943, and was stationed at Warminster, England, 
for about six months until he crossed the Channel 
to take part in the invasion of France. His unit 
landed on Omaha Beach on D plus 11 Day to clear 
the beach of vehicles and land mines. They crossed 
France with the 3rd Army to Metz, and on De
cember 1st reached Esch, Luxembourg. Sergeant 
Puckett served with the 3rd Corps in Arlon, Belgium, 
in the second line of defense during the Battle of 
the Bulge, after which he joined the 9th Army at 
Volkenburg, Holland.

In March he went through Germany to Ahlen. 
He was at Leipzig on V-E Day.

In July, Puckett was sent to Mannheim, and later 
to Kunzelsaw. He returned to this country on Sep
tember 28, 1945, and received his discharge October 
30, 1945.

★
P v t . A l b e r t  L e r o y  P u t n a m  — Putnam is the son 
of Leroy and Mary (Alexander) Putnam of Milford. 
He was born here February 5, 1912, and attended 
Milford schools until his graduation in 1930 from 
Milford High School.

He married Clara Maffee of Milford on September 
5, 1936. At the time of his entering the Army, Put
nam was employed by the French and Heald Com
pany of Milford.

He was sworn in at Manchester, March 30, 1945, 
and after reporting to Fort Devens, he was sent to 
Camp Wheeler, Georgia, for basic training. He was 
attached to the 4th Regiment, Headquarters Detach
ment.

In November, he was sent to Fort Knox, Kentucky, 
to be based and was there until he came to Fort 
Devens to be discharged February 27, 1946.

★
H a r o l d  E d w a r d  P u t n a m ,  MM 2 /c  —Aboard the 
USS Hancock, an aircraft carrier, Harold Putnam 
was in engagement after engagement in the great 
battles of the Pacific.

He left Boston in July, 1944, and was in the 
attack on the Ryukyu Islands, October 10. In the 
same month his ship participated in naval attacks 
on Formosa, and on various parts of the Philippine 
group, Northern Luzon, Leyte and the area around 
Manila. In December his ship was fighting near the 
island of Mindoro.

In January, 1945, the ship again was in action at 
Formosa, the Pescadores Islands, French Indo-China, 
Hong Kong, Kavallon and Hainan.

During February, 1945, the planes of the USS 
Hancock attacked installations in the Tokyo area, 
then supported the American forces at Iwo Jima. 
After return attacks on Japan, the Hancock’s planes 
went into action in the invasion of Okinawa on 
April 4th.

Putnam was aboard the Hancock when the ship 
was hit by a bomb April 8, and had to return to 
Pearl Harbor for repairs.

June 11, the Hancock took part in repulsing a 
light Jap attack on Midway Island, and on August 
26, shortly after the surrender of Japan, the Hancock 
anchored in Tokyo Bay. Putnam was discharged on 
November 14, 1945, at Boston.

Putnam was born April 27, 1916, a t Newbury, 
New Hampshire, the son of Leroy C. and Mary 
(Alexander) Putnam. He came to Milford in 1928, 
and graduated from Milford High School in 1935. 
He was sworn in December 4, 1943, and reported 
for boot training at Newport, Rhode Island. In May, 
1944, he was assigned to the Hancock.
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W ALTER F. PUTNAM PAIAZI QUERIM ARTHUR J. RAFTER

C h i e f  Y e o m a n  W a l t e r  F r e d e r i c k  P u t n a m  — E n
listing for six years in the Navy on September 9, 
1940, W alter Putnam  was in Tarakan, Borneo, when 
the United States declared war on Japan. Aboard 
the USS Louisville he took part in the first battles 
of the war, and a bombardm ent of the Marshall 
Islands.

In  February, 1942, aboard the heavy cruiser 
Astoria, Putnam took part in the battles of the Coral 
Sea, th.e June attack of Midway by the Japs and 
the August invasion of the Solomon Islands.

It was during the invasion of the Solomons, in the 
Battle of Savo Island on August 9, tha t the Astoria 
was sunk and Putnam  spent twelve hours in the 
water. He was rescued by the USS Bagley and 
finally landed at Auckland, New Zealand, after being 
transferred from one ship to another three times.

In June, 1943, he returned on leave to the United 
States and following leave was assigned to duty at 
the Naval Prison, Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

In October he was again aboard ship, the transport 
USS General O. H. Ernst, and w ent to Hawaii, 
Korea, China, Japan, the Marianas, Okinawa, and 
Guam, bringing troops back to the United States.

On September 9, 1946, at Treasure Island, Cali
fornia, he received his discharge.

Putnam was born December 15, 1921, a t New
bury, N ew Hampshire, and came to Milford in 1926. 
He is the son of Leroy C. and Mary (Alexander) 
Putnam. He was working at the A bbott Machine 
Company when he enlisted. After receiving his boot 
training at Newport, Rhode Island, he w ent aboard 
the USS Idaho in November, 1940. Transferred to 
the Astoria, he was injured, and sent to the Guam 
Naval Hospital. After recovery he was assigned to 
the USS Penguin in November, and reassigned in a 
few weeks to the USS Louisville.

Mrs. Putnam is the former Shirley Long of Mont 
Vernon.

★

P f c . P a i a z i  Q u e r i m  — Querim served in Europe as 
an interpreter and aided the Counter Intelligence 
Corps in securing and screening of enemy prisoners.

He was born October 20, 1919, at New Bedford,

Massachusetts, the son of Deftir and Frieda Querim.
In 1931 Querim came to Milford to reside with 

Dr. and Mrs. Oscar Burns. He graduated from Mil
ford High School in 1938, attended New Hampton 
preparatory school, and graduated from Colby Col
lege in 1942.

He entered the Army January 18, 1943, at Man
chester, and after basic training at Miami Beach, 
Florida, he entered the Army Specialized Training 
Program in August, 1943, at Bard College to study 
languages.

Transferring in March, 1944, to the 69th Infantry 
Division, 273rd Infantry Regiment, Company I, he 
was sent to Camp Shelby, Mississippi,

He left the United States November 15th, 1944, 
and was based at Basingstoke, England, until he 
crossed to LeHavre December 10th.

Querim saw action in the latter stage of the 
“Bulge” and on the Siegfried Line. He went on to 
meet the Russians on the Elbe River in Torgau, 
Germany.

After V-E Day he aided in screening German and 
other war prisoners for their release.

He was discharged March 14, 1946, at Fort 
Devens.

★

A r t h u r  J a m e s  R a f t e r ,  SoM 3 /c  — Rafter received 
a W ar Emergency Diploma from Milford High 
School in 1943 after he enlisted in the Seabees in 
Manchester January 30, 1943.

After reporting to Camp Peary, Virginia, February 
3rd for boot training, Rafter was sent to Camp Endi- 
cott, Rhode Island, for advanced training, then to 
Newport, Rhode Island, from where he was sent to 
Sound School at Fishers Island, New York, in June.

On April 19, 1944, he went to San Pedro, Cali
fornia, and left from there for Guam November 24, 
1944, where he was based on construction work 
with a Naval Construction Battalion.

He returned to the United States and was dis
charged October 9, 1946, at San Francisco.

Rafter is the son of Olive (Blood) Rafter of Mil
ford, and the late Thomas F, Rafter. He was born 
here January 20, 1925.
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ROBERT A. RAFTER CLYDE C. RANDALL LEONARD B. RANDALL

R o b e r t  A l d e n  R a f t e r ,  EM 3 /c  —Robert Rafter 
enlisted in the Navy January 20, 1945, at Manchester 
and received boot training as electrician’s mate at 
Sampson, New York.

In April he w ent to Gulfport, Mississippi, and in 
July to Bremerton, Washington. He was at Coronado, 
California, for a few weeks before going aboard ship 
November 17, 1945.

He was in Tokyo Bay aboard a medium landing 
ship, the LSM 124, and in March, 1946, was trans
ferred to the LSM 26. In April he was transferred 
again to the LSM 386.

Rafter left from Subic Bay, in the Philippines, to 
return to San Francisco in August.

He was discharged August 21, 1946, at Boston.
The son of Olive (Blood) Rafter and the late 

Thomas F. Rafter of Milford, he was born here 
March 1, 1927. He attended local schools, and in 
1945 was awarded a W ar Emergency Diploma from 
Milford High School.

★

P v t . C l y d e  C l e m e n t  R a n d a l l  — Private Randall 
was born in Milford April 16, 1904, and died in 
Nashua, New Hampshire, March 20, 1946. He was 
the son of the late Balfour and the late Evora (Love- 
joy) Randall, of Milford, and Suncook, New Ham p
shire.

He moved to Suncook and attended grammar 
school and Pembroke Academy there but returned 
to Milford and was working for the John Martin 
Plumbing Company in Milford when he entered 
military service October 8, 1942, a t Manchester.

He went to Fort Devens two weeks later, then to 
Camp Campbell, Kentucky, for basic training and 
was placed in the 192nd Armed Engineers, Com
pany B.

He received a discharge on April 19, 1943, for 
being over 38 years of age.

★

T /5  L e o n a r d  B a l f o u r  B a n d  a l l  — Leonard Randall 
enlisted in the Army on October 13, 1942, when he 
was sworn in at Manchester. He was sent to Craig 
Field, Alabama, for basic training.

After three weeks he was sent to W alnut Ridge 
Army Air Field, Arkansas, to complete his basic 
training, then was transferred to the 369th Army 
Air Forces Band, and later w ent to the Medical 
Corps as Dental Technician.

An engineering course at The Citadel, Charleston, 
South Carolina, followed, but with the closing of 
the school, Corporal Randall was transferred to the 
infantry.

He left the United States January 25, 1945, in 
the 672nd Field Artillery Battalion, Medical De
tachment, after being based at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, and Camp Gordon, Georgia. He arrived at 
LeHavre, France, and was stationed near Rouen for 
two months. Entering action April 1, 1945, at Esch, 
in Germany, he continued through Cologne, Dussel- 
dorf, the Ruhr Pocket, and the Rhine.

After V-E Day, he served at dispensaries at Berg 
Neustadt and Bielstein in the Rhineland.

He was discharged April 15, 1946, at Fort Devens.
The son of Earle L. and Marion (Leonard) 

Randall of Milford, Randall was born February 5, 
1922, at Suncook, and came to Milford to live the 
same year. He attended NYA School at Durham for 
one year. Before enlisting in the Army he was em
ployed at the Nashua Manufacturing Company, 
Nashua.

On July 27, 1944, Corporal Randall was married 
to Helen Long of Amherst.
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JOHN RANTTILA

S / S g t . J o h n  R a n t t i l a  — The son of Gus and 
Amanda (Kauppi) Ranttila, born in Milford, Massa
chusetts, August 9, 1909, Ranttila resided in Granite- 
ville, Vermont, until 1923, when he came to Milford 
to reside.

Graduating from Milford High School in 1928, he 
attended Huntington Preparatory School, Northeast
ern University, and graduated from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in 1933.

From 1936 to the time of his entering the Army, 
he was an engineer on dam and airfield construction 
with the Corps of Engineers, W ar Departm ent, work
ing in New Hampshire, Texas, Kansas, Colorado, 
Arizona, M ontana and New Mexico.

He was sworn in at Santa Fe, New Mexico, No
vember 4, 1943, and after reporting to El Paso, Texas, 
on the 26th, went to Camp Abbot, Oregon.

H e then went to Engineer School, Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia, to teach surveying, and was stationed at 
Hamilton Field, California, before leaving the United 
States in March, 1945.

He went to the Philippines by plane, and was 
based at Manila with the General Engineering Dis
trict as consultant to various aviation engineer 
battalions in the construction of airfields and other 
engineering work. He was also stationed in Leyte 
and Cebu.

Sergeant Ranttila was discharged December 10, 
1945, a t Fort Devens.

★
S / S e r g e a n t  W a l t e r  R a n t t i l a  — Sworn in on 
March, 25, 1941, at Manchester, Ranttila reported 
to Fort Devens, and w ent to Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, for his basic training. He was assigned to 
the 774th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Company A.

He left New York June 3, 1944, for England and 
was based at Arbury Park, near Nuneaton. He 
landed on Utah Beach, France, on August 8, attached 
to the 20th Corps. Then he started in action going 
up through Le Mans, Chartres, Paris, Epernay, 
Reims, Verdun, Metz, France; Arlon, Belgium; 
Saarlautern, France; then crossed the border into 
Germany for a short while. In December he was 
in the Battle of the Bulge; then went to the. Siegfried 
Line, France, to set up defenses. He crossed the

GEORGE F. RAYMOND

Rhine River in March, 1945, and was stationed at 
Dusseldorf for a month.

He arrived at Boston October 16, 1945, and was 
discharged October 22, 1945. He was awarded the 
Silver Star medal for gallantry in action during an 
intense artillery barrage in Germany. He removed 
an ignited tarpaulin from an explosive-laden trailer 
under which were wounded men, also carried am
munition to a nearby field, saving the lives of the 
wounded and the nearby soldiers.

Ranttila was born November 21, 1912, at Webster- 
ville, Vermont, the son of Gus and Amanda (Kauppi) 
Ranttila of Milford. He attended the Milford 
schools, graduating in 1932, also Coburn Classical 
Institute, Waterville, Maine, for one year.

★

T /5  G e o r g e  F r a n c i s  R a y m o n d  —A member of the 
National Guard since January 8, 1940, George Ray
mond went to Camp Hulen, Texas, on September 
26, 1940, to become part of the 197th Coast Artillery 
(Anti-Aircraft) Battalion.

After maneuvers in Louisiana, and a return trip to 
Camp Hulen, he went to Tampa, Florida, in Novem
ber and December, 1941.

He left California February 17, 1942, for Australia, 
and was based at Townsville, Queensland. Trans
ferred in January, 1943, to the 210th Anti-Aircraft 
Artillery, Air Wing Battalion, Battery B, he went via 
Iron Range to Milne Bay, New Guinea, in June, 
going to Finschhafen in July, moving on at once to 
Humboldt Bay, Hollandia.

He landed at Leyte in the Philippines on October 
24, 1944, shortly after the initial invasion, and was 
in the Battle of Luzon beginning on D-Day.

Raymond stayed in the Philippines until he re
turned to this country and was discharged June 11, 
1945, at Fort Devens.

The son of Mabel (Buttrick) Raymond of New 
Boston and the late Elmer A. Raymond, he was born 
February 28, 1916, at Nashua. He attended schools 
in Wilton before coming to Milford in 1938.

He married Florence W hittier of Milford on May 
14, 1937, at Hollis.

Raymond re-enlisted on March 25, 1946.

W ALTER RANTTILA
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CHARLES RICCIARDI KARL S. RICCIARDI ROSARIO P. RICCIARDI

C h a r l e s  R i c c i a r d i , S 1 / c — Enlisting in the Navy 
September 17, 1942, at Boston Charles Ricciardi had 
boot training at Newport, Rhode Island, and was 
based at Norfolk, Virginia, for two months.

In November, he went to Pre-Flight School at 
Banana River, Florida, then to Harvey Point, North 
Carolina, in January, 1944. He went on extended 
flights to Cuba.

He was at Almeda, California, briefly before going 
to Honolulu in May, 1944. As an aerial gunner, he 
was in Patrol Squadron 17, flying in a Martin 
Mariner Patrol Bomber on reconnaissance work for 
the fleet.

His plane helped protect the petroleum fleet at 
Saipan during the campaign there, then took part 
in the campaigns for the Caroline Islands, Palau 
Islands and finally the Philippines, patrolling off the 
Formosa and China coasts. He completed 20 combat 
flights.

Returning to San Francisco July 4, 1945, he went 
to mechanic school at Norman, Oklahoma, for four 
months, then was at Pensacola, Florida, until he was 
discharged January 15, 1946, at Boston.

Born in Milford June 12, 1921, Ricciardi is the son 
of Joseph Ricciardi of Italy and the late Concetta 
(Granata) Ricciardi. He attended local schools, 
and was employed by the Ace Trucking Company 
of Milford when he enlisted in the Navy.

★

1 s t . S g t . K a r l  S t e p h e n  R i c c i a r d i  — Karl Ricciardi 
was born on March 3, 1915, at Milford, the son of 
Nicolina (Granata) and the late Constantino Ricci
ardi of Milford.

When he entered the Army, he was employed at 
Fletcher’s Granite Company, W est Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts.

Sworn in January 6, 1941, he went to Fort Devens, 
then to Fort Benning, Georgia, for basic training. He

received the balance of his training at Jefferson Bar
racks, Missouri; Fort Knox, Kentucky; Fort Bliss, 
Texas, and Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

As tank commander for medium tanks, he left the 
United States December 12, 1942, in the 66th 
Armored Regiment, 2nd Armored Division, for 
Africa and was at Oran and Casablanca before going 
into the invasion of Sicily.

Ricciardi was wounded July 26, 1943, in Sicily, 
for which he received the Purple Heart Award. Re
covering, he was assigned to the 1345th Labor Super
vision Company as an interrogator and investigator 
of an Italian Military Police Unit.

He was discharged August 14, 1945, a t Fort 
Devens.

★

S g t . R o s a r io  P a u l  R i c c i a r d i  — Enlisting in the 
Army April 14, 1942, Ricciardi reported a t Fort 
Devens and was sent to Fort Eustis, Virginia, for 
basic training. His next station was Camp Edwards, 
Massachusetts, and he received further training at 
Fort Sheridan, Illinois; Camp Adair, Oregon, and 
Camps Cooke and Stoneman in California.

He left San Francisco May 7, 1944, and first saw 
action at Finschhafen, New Guinea. He went next to 
Sansapor, then was in the Battle of Luzon attached 
to the 198th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion in 
charge of a gun section. On Luzon he served at 
Baguio and in the Cauayan Valley, then a t San Fer
nando, on the west coast of the island, where he was 
stationed V-J Day.

Returning to San Francisco January 1, 1946, Ric
ciardi was discharged January 17 at Fort Devens.

He was born here October 23, 1919, the son of 
Joseph Ricciardi of Italy and the late Concetta 
(Granata) Ricciardi, and attended local schools. He 
was employed at the Abbott Machine Company in 
Wilton at the time of his enlistment.
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ALFRED RICC ITELLI JOSEPH RICCITELLI MELIO J. RICCITELLI

A l f r e d  R i c c i t e l l i , BM 2 / c  -  W hile employed by 
the Bethlehem Steel Corporation at Quincy, Massa
chusetts, Alfred Riccitelli enlisted in the Seabees 
September 11, 1942, at Boston. He w ent to Davis- 
ville, Rhode Island, December 18th for boot train- 
ing.

He was stationed at the Advance Base Depot, 
Gulfport, Mississippi, and at Port Hueneme, Cal
ifornia, before going to Pearl Harbor February 27,
1944, in the 116th Company, C-6 Naval Construction 
Battalion.

Attached to the 5th Marine Division in April,
1945, he w ent to Saipan for construction work. After 
V-J Day, he w ent to Sasebo, Japan, for three months.

Returning to the United States December 11,
1945, he was hospitalized at the Chelsea Naval Hos
pital, Massachusetts, until discharged February 14,
1946, a t Boston.

Riccitelli was born here February 15, 1924, the 
son of Rocco and Concetta (Grugnale) Riccitelli of 
Milford. He attended local schools.

10 months’ training as a glider pilot. From there, he 
went to Chanute Field, Illinois, where he became 
a certified parachute rigger.

Riccitelli left New York for England March 29, 
1944, and was based at Southhall until he landed 
at Omaha Beach, France, on D plus 16 (June 22, 
1944) with the 47th Liaison Squadron.

While in France, he was based at Verdun and Buc 
Field near Paris, flying messages to the front lines. 
He received the Bronze Star Medal for saving im
portant papers and maps during a flood.

He was based at Luxembourg, then went to Weis- 
baden and Frankfurt, Germany, where he was on 
V-E Day.

Returning to this country in September, Riccitelli 
was scheduled for Pacific duty, but, due to Japan’s 
surrender, he was discharged October 3, 1945, at 
Fort Devens.

★

★

S g t . J o s e p h  R i c c i t e l l i  — Born in Milford October 
18, 1914, Joseph Riccitelli is the son of Rocco and 
Concetta (Grugnale) Riccitelli. He was the propri
etor of the Milford Inn when he enlisted in the Army 
on June 4 ,1942 , a t Manchester.

From Fort Devens, he w ent to Miami Beach, 
Florida, for basic training in the Air Corps. In Sep
tember, he was sent to Randolph Field, Texas, for

T /4  M e l i o  J o h n  R i c c i t e l l i  — Born in Milford Oc
tober 10, 1912, Melio Riccitelli is the son of Rocco 
and Concetta (Grugnale) Riccitelli and attended 
the Milford schools.

He was owner of a restaurant in Wilton when he 
was sworn in at Manchester June 5, 1942.

He was sent to Fort Riley, Kansas, and received 
training in Cooks and Bakers School. Beginning 
April 14, 1943, he became an Instructor Cook for 
WACS at Camp Crowder in Missouri.

Returning to Fort Riley in August he received a 
discharge for physical disability on October 7, 1943.
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CLARENCE E. RICHARDSON JOSEPH A. RIZZIAIDO RICHELLI

T /4  C l a r e n c e  E l m e r  R i c h a r d s o n  — Employed at 
the Hillsborough Mills when he was sworn in at 
Manchester February 27, 1945, Clarence Richardson 
went by way of Fort Devens to Camp Croft, South 
Carolina, for basic training.

In M ay he went to Aberdeen, Maryland, for 
schooling in Track Vehicle Mechanics and attended 
Non-commissioned Officers School there. He next 
went to the A. P. Hill Military Reservation in Vir
ginia for field training. He went on regular duty at 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina, in October.

On December 6, Richardson left New Orleans for 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. At Fort Buchanan, he was 
in the 992nd Ordnance Heavy Automotive Main
tenance Company, had charge of the paint shop and 
was an instructor in the Automotive School.

He was later based at Charlotte Amalie, St. 
Thomas Island, and Port of Spain on Trinidad Is
land.

Returning to Miami, Florida, June 13, 1946, he 
went to Fort Dix, New Jersey, then to Aberdeen, 
Maryland, in July. He was discharged at Fort 
Meade, Maryland, August 11, 1946.

Richardson was born July 13, 1909, at New 
Ipswich, the son of Frank F. and Lula (Carroll) 
Richardson. He lived in Amherst before coming to 
Milford in 1933. He married Ruth Wilson of Milford 
on October 7, 1933. He attended the Boston School 
of Interior Decorating for two years.

★

Amo R i c h e l l i , GM 1 / c — Aido Richelli enlisted in 
the Seabees, and was sworn in September 19, 1943, 
at Manchester. He reported to Camp Peary, Vir
ginia, the next day.

After boot training, he was stationed at Camp 
Holiday, Gulfport, Mississippi, from December, 1943, 
to February, 1944.

He left New Orleans February 7, 1944, and went 
to the Russell Islands with the 571st Naval Con
struction Battalion Maintenance Unit.

In September, 1944, Richelli went to Pelelieu, in 
the Palau Islands, attached to the 28th Naval Con
struction Battalion. He was on Anguar for four weeks 
in October, and in December, went to-Leyte in the 
Philippines for three weeks.

Returning to Pelelieu in January, 1945, he was 
based there until October. He arrived in San Diego, 
California, in November, 1945, and was discharged 
November 29, 1945, at Boston.

He was married to Lena Romeo of Milford on 
April 8, 1934.

★

P r i v a t e  J o s e p h  A l f r e d  R i z z i  — Employed a t the 
Hillsborough Mills, Milford, when he enlisted in 
the Army, Joseph Rizzi was sworn in June 24, 1942, 
at Manchester, and via Fort Devens, went to Camp 
Pickett, Virginia, for basic training.

In August he received medical training a t Fort 
Oglethorpe, Georgia, after which he was sent to 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina, to be based. He was 
then attached to the 265th Coast Artillery, Medical 
Detachment.

From there in January, 1943, Rizzi went to Fort 
Hancock, New Jersey. In January, 1944, he left 
Fort Lawton for Fort Greeley, Alaska, and was 
attached to the 265th Coast Artillery there. Taken 
ill, he left Alaska by plane in October, 1944, for 
P'ort Lewis Genjeral Hospital, Washington, and 
after a month there, he was sent to the Woodrow 
Wilson General Hospital in Staunton, Virginia. He 
received a medical discharge from the Station Hos
pital at Fort Story, Virginia, February 17, 1945.

Rizzi was born here August 7, 1911, the son of 
John and Mary (Calderara) Rizzi of Milford.
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ERNEST ROBERTSON FREDERICK P. ROCCA PETER F. ROCCA

T / S g t . E r n e s t  R o b e r t s o n  — Entering the Army 
August 17, 1942, at Manchester, Sergeant Robertson 
reported for duty at Fort Devens on the 31st, and 
was sent to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for basic 
training.

From there, he was sent to Advanced Technical 
Training at Camp Breckenridge, Kentucky, and was 
placed in the 3480th Ordnance Medium Automotive 
Maintenance Company as a small arm weapons me
chanic.

He was on maneuvers at Camp Forrest, Tennes
see, then he left the United States July 31, 1943, for 
India. He was based at Calcutta for six months, then 
in Burma and China servicing guns for American 
units and the 22nd and 38th Chinese American Di
visions. He received his discharge December 22, 
1945, at Fort Devens.

Sergeant Robertson, son of James and the late 
M argaret (Lang) Robertson of W esterly, Rhode 
Island, was born January 16, 1916, at Iberville, 
Quebec, Canada. He attended Milford schools, and 
was working at the French and Heald Company, 
Milford, when he entered the Army. He is married 
to Barbara W right of Milford.

★

F r e d e r i c k  P h i l i p  R o c c a ,  SoM 2 /c  -  Frederick 
Rocca was born in Milford, January 17, 1924, the 
son of Philip and Elizabeth (Stieb) Rocca of Milford. 
After his graduation from Milford High School in
1942, he was employed by the Hillsborough Mills, 
Milford, when he enlisted in the Navy.

Sworn in November 9, 1942, at Manchester, he 
reported at Newport, Rhode Island, on December 
4, for boot training. He also attended Fleet Sound 
School at Key W est, Florida, from February, 1943, 
to June, 1943.

In July, Rocca w ent aboard the destroyer 
Sigourney. Leaving San Francisco in October, he 
w ent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and to Espiritu Santo 
in the New Hebrides, then into the invasion of 
Bougainville in the Solomon Islands, November 1,
1943.

He was also in the invasion of the Green Islands, 
the invasions of Saipan and Tinian Islands, the battle 
for the Palaus, the invasion of the Philippine Islands 
at Leyte, and at Lingayen Gulf. He was in the 
battle of Surigao Straits, the invasion of Palawan, 
then Davao, also in the Philippines.

Rocca took part in a unit citation for outstanding 
service aboard his ship.

He returned to San Pedro, California, then was 
stationed at San Diego from August 6, 1945, until 
he was discharged January 27, 1946.

★

S e r g e a n t  P e t e r  F r e d e r i c k  R o c c a  —  A native of 
Milford, Rocca enlisted in the Army October 13, 
1942. He went to school at Craig Field and to 
W alnut Ridge, Arkansas, for basic training. In Jan
uary he was sent to Lowry Field, Colorado, Arma
ment School, and later took advanced training in 
armaments and turrets at the Briggs Manufacturing 
Company in Detroit, Michigan.

At Harlingen Air Base, Texas, he became a gun
nery instructor on B-24s. W hen B-29s came into use, 
he was sent back to Lowry Field for instruction on 
the new armament system and after completing the 
course, returned to Harlingen Air Base as an 
instructor on B-29s. At Tinker Field, Oklahoma, he 
took a special course on the new computing .gun 
sights on B-29s and returned again to Harlingen.

Rocca was stationed for a brief period at Albu
querque, New Mexico, where the B-29 outfit was 
broken up and he was discharged on December 19, 
1945, at Bowman Field, Kentucky.

Rocca’s background for this technical work was 
received at Lowell Textile Institute, Night School, 
where he studied to be a machinist, and at Abbott 
Machine Company in Wilton where he was working 
before he enlisted.

He was born in Milford on April 15, 1922, the 
son of Dominic and Mafalda (Cattaneo) Rocca. He 
attended Milford schools and graduated from Mil
ford High School in 1940.
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THEODORE D. ROCCA DUANE B. ROCKWELL L. WARREN ROCKWELL

P f c . T h e o d o r e  D a v i d  R o c c a  — Theodore Rocca left 
Milford July 3, 1945, for boot training a t Parris 
Island, South Carolina, after which he was sent to 
Norfolk, Virginia, for regular duty as guard in 
Military Police of the Marine Corps.

He was working at the Parker Farms when he 
enlisted in the Marines June 22, 1945, at Boston. 
Born in Milford August 13, 1927, he is the son of 
Philip and Elizabeth (Stieb) Rocca of Milford.

On February 17, 1946, Rocca left California for 
Honolulu with the Fleet Marine Force. On March 
11th he landed at Sasebo, in the Kyushu Islands, 
Japan.

The rest of his duty in Japan was spent a t Nagasaki 
in an artillery unit in Headquarters and Service 
Battery. His work consisted of guard duty, and 
guarding military supplies between Nagasaki and 
Sasebo. He was attached to the 1st Battalion, 10th 
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division.

Arriving back in the United States at Norfolk, 
Virginia, in July, he was discharged August 20, 1946, 
at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

★

D u a n e  B r u c e  R o c k w e l l ,  GM 2 /c  — Duane Rock
well received boot training at Newport, Rhode 
Island, after his Navy enlistment July 25, 1943, at 
Manchester. He also attended gunner’s mate school 
there and then went to Bremerton, Washington, in 
January, 1944.

In March, he was assigned to the YMS 140, a 
small minesweeper, at Port Angeles, Washington, 
and in June he sailed from San Francisco for Pearl 
Harbor and Guadalcanal.

His ship swept mines for the invasion of the Palau 
Islands, then went to Hollandia and Manus before 
the pre-invasion minesweeping in Leyte Gulf be
ginning October 14, 1944, for the landing there 
October 17. Beginning January 6, 1945, his ship 
took part in the three day pre-invasion minesweeping

of Lingayen Gulf for the invasion of Luzon. His 
ship was next in the pre-invasion sweeping at Oki
nawa, beginning March 25, 1945.

After the Japanese surrender, Rockwell’s ship 
swept mines in Japan at Nagoya, Wakayama, Kobe, 
Hiroshima and Matsuiama.

He was discharged at Boston April 13, 1946. 
Rockwell was born November 14, 1925, a t Madison, 
Maine, the son of N att E. and Linda (Long) Rock
well of Milford. He came here in 1936 and attended 
local schools.

★

T /5  L. W a r r e n  R o c k w e l l  — Sworn in May 6, 1943, 
at Manchester, Rockwell reported on the 13th at 
Fort Devens, and was sent to Camp Pickett, Virginia, 
for basic training.

Rockwell is the son of N att E. and Linda (Long) 
Rockwell of Milford. He was born April 15, 1913, 
at Laconia, and attended schools a t New Hampton, 
Tilton and Franklin. He came to Milford in 1935.

He married Marguerite Reynolds of Hudson, New 
Hampshire, September 27, 1941, at Tyngsboro, 
Massachusetts. He was employed by the Fessenden 
Company at Townsend when he entered the Army.

His first assignment was at the W alter Reed Gen
eral Hospital, Washington, D. C., for duty in the 
Medical Corps.

He was later sent to the Cushing General Hospital, 
Framingham, Massachusetts, and was there until 
April, 1945, when he went to Camp Crowder, Mis
souri, to be based.

In July, he was sent to Camp Beale, California, 
then back to New York, leaving there July 28th, 
1945, for Calcutta, India.

He was stationed at Camp Kancharapara, India, 
with the 371st Station Hospital, until his return to 
the United States. Arriving in Seattle, Washington, 
December 4, 1945, he was discharged a t Fort 
Devens, January 28, 1946.
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HERBERT W. ROLFE

H e r b e r t  W a r n e r  R o l f e , S 1 / c  -  Rolfe was born 
in Nashua on July 3, 1916, the son of Dwight and 
Minnie (Wilkins) Rolfe of Nashua. After graduating 
from Nashua schools in 1935, he became part owner 
of the C & R Furniture Company, Inc., of Nashua, 
and in July, 1939, was m arried to Ruth Flariday of 
Milford a t Lowell, Massachusetts.

H e was sworn in March 2, 1944, at Manchester, 
and after boot training a t Sampson Naval Training 
Station, New York, w ent to San Diego, California. 
He left for Pearl Harbor in April.

Assigned to the destroyer Laws, he saw service 
with a carrier task force from June 9 to August 10 
in the Saipan operation acting as anti-submarine 
and anti-aircraft screen.

Rolfe w ent into the invasion of the Palaus in Sep
tember. October saw him in action against Formosa 
and Okinawa and also in the Battle for Leyte Gulf.

From the 9th to the 20tH of January, 1945, he op
erated in the South China Sea, and was also in the 
Formosa and Okinawa strikes in January, as well as 
the strike on Tokyo, Japan, in February.

After the I wo Jima operation in February and 
March Rolfe w ent into the Okinawa invasion, and 
after bom bardm ent ceased, was on guard duty pro
tecting supply ships coming into Okinawa. In ad 
dition to his regular battle station, his duty aboard 
ship was in the storekeeper division, running the 
ship store.

He was discharged December 11, 1945, at Boston. 

★
S e r g e a n t  J o h n  H e n r y  R o m a n i  — Romani had just 
graduated from Milford High School when he entered 
the Army. He was sworn in June 9, 1943, and after 
reporting to Fort Devens on the 23rd, was sent to 
Camp Croft, South Carolina, for basic training in the 
infantry.

He was then sent to the University of Connecticut 
in the Army Specialized Training Program, but due 
to the discontinuance of that program, was sent back 
into the infantry at Camp Pickett, Virginia.

Sergeant Romani left the United States September 
6, 1944. Assigned to the 47th Armored Infantry, 
Company A, 5th Armored Division, he entered action 
in the Hurtgen Forest, Germany, November 24,

JOHN S. ROSS, JR.

1944. He was sent on rest leave in France, then 
went into the Battle of the Bulge December 17. He 
was at Malmedy, Eupen, and Aachen, crossing the 
Roer River through Krefeld, to Munster, Herford and 
Hamelin, and was on the Elbe River V-E Day.

After the Battles of the Rhineland and Germany, 
he was transferred to Headquarters Company, Sup
ply Battalion, 2nd Armored Division, and was on 
occupational duty as battalion sergeant major at 
Wachtersbach, Germany. He was discharged Feb
ruary 3, 1946, at Fort Devens.

Romani was born March 6, 1925, at Milan, Italy. 
He is the son of Hazel (Pettingill) Romani and the 
late Henry A. Romani of Milford. He was the re
cipient of the Combat Infantry Badge.

★

J o h n  S m i t h  Ross, Jr., SC 3 / c — John Ross left Mil
ford High School in his senior year to enlist in the 
Navy September 23, 1943. He had boot training 
a t Newport, Rhode Island, then went on general 
duty at Brunswick, Maine.

On February 2, 1944, he was assigned to the 
destroyer Baldwin, and went to Plymouth, England, 
Belfast, North Ireland, and Portland Hills, England, 
before taking part in D-Day operations at Cherbourg, 
France, on June 6, 1944.

In July, Ross went to Bizerte and Oran, North 
Africa, then to Naples, Italy, and the islands of Capri 
and Corsica, prior to the invasion of southern France 
at Toulon on D-Day, August 15, 1944.

On October 3 he went to Miami, Florida, and be
came a cook. In May, 1945, he went to Houston, 
Texas, to board the USS Rockdale, a cargo ship. He 
went to the Pacific, Hollandia, Brisbane in Australia, 
Manus Island, Saipan, Okinawa and Guam before 
returning to Norfolk, Virginia, March 1, 1946. He 
was based at Baltimore, Maryland, and Washington, 
D. C., before being discharged May 16, 1946, at 
Boston. He served as ship’s cook third class.

Ross is the son of John S. and Abbie (Burnham) 
Ross of Milford. He was born September 26, 1925, 
at Hollis, and came to Milford in 1936.

He re-enlisted August 23, 1946, and again Sep
tember 1, 1948.

JOHN H. ROMANI
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ERNEST F. ROSSI, JR. RITA M. ROSSI JOHN E. ROSSITER

E r n e s t  F r a n c is  R o s s i , J r ., S 2 / c  — Ernest Rossi was 
born in Nashua February 3, 1927, the son of Ernest 
Francis and Agnes (Gallagher) Rossi of Milford.

He left Milford High School in his senior year, and 
was awarded a W ar Diploma in June, 1945. He en
listed in the Navy at Manchester on January 20, 1945.

He went to Sampson, New York, five days later 
for boot training, then was sent on to Anacostia, 
District of Columbia.

Taken ill, he went to St. Elizabeth Hospital in 
Washington, D. C., and was given a medical dis
charge there August 15, 1945.

★

2 n d  L t . R i t a  M a r i e  Rossi — Lieutenant Rossi began 
her Army Nurse Corps indoctrination February 14, 
1945, at Fort Devens, and was based there until 
April when she went to Camp Stoneman, California.

Leaving San Francisco April 25, 1945, she went 
on temporary duty at the 60th Hospital a t Manila, 
for three months, and in August was assigned to the 
314th General Hospital, a new psychiatric hospital.

Returning to San Francisco January 8, 1946, she 
went to Fort Dix, New Jersey, and was discharged 
February 15, 1946.

Miss Rossi was born September 5, 1922, the 
daughter of Ernest F. and Agnes (Gallagher) Rossi 
of Milford. She graduated from Milford High School 
in 1940, and trained as a nurse at McLean Hospital, 
Waverley, Massachusetts, graduating February 6,
1944. She was working as a supervisor at the 
McLean Hospital when she entered the service.

T / S g t .  J o h n  E d w a r d  R o s s i t e r  — John Rossiter re
ceived the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal 
with two Oak Leaf clusters, and a Presidential Cita
tion with one Oak Leaf Cluster.

He was sworn in August 17, 1942, at Manchester, 
and sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for basic train
ing.

In September, he went to Sheppard Field, Texas, 
for schooling in airplane mechanics, and he received 
special training in January, 1943, when he was sent 
to Willow Run, Ypsilanti, Michigan, to study B-24 
airplane mechanics. From there, he went to Laredo, 
Texas, for aerial gunner training.

After going to Salt Lake City, Utah, in April for 
assignment, Sergeant Rossiter was sent to Boise, 
Idaho, and W endover Field, Utah, for combat crew 
training.

From September, 1943, to October, 1944, he was 
instructor in aerial engineering at March Field, Cal
ifornia, and Tonapah, Nevada.

He left October 5th, 1944, for India, by plane, 
where he was assigned to the 9th Bombing Squad
ron, 7th Bombing Group. He participated in 45 
combat missions during the India-Burma Campaign. 
He was discharged at Fort Devens October 15, 1945.

Rossiter was born August 25, 1912, in Manchester. 
He is the son of Harriet (Burroughs) Rossiter of 
Milford, and the late John J. Rossiter. He came to 
Milford from Manchester in 1924, attended local 
schools, graduating in 1931.

He married Harriet Lynch of Milford on February 
9, 1946.
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LAW RENCE M. ROSSITER W ILLIAM  B. ROTCH ROGER G. ROY

S e r g e a n t  L a w r e n c e  M i l e s  R o s s i t e r  — Enlisting 
in the Marine Corps on January 13, 1943, Rossiter 
received his boot training at Parris Island, South 
Carolina. From there he was sent to Jacksonville, 
Florida, for training in ordnance, and to Lansing, 
Michigan, for advanced training.

He sailed from San Diego, California, w ith the 
Headquarters Squadron, M.A.G. 24, in September, 
first going to New Caledonia and then to the Russell 
Island in the Solomons. In December he was 
transferred to the V.M.S.B. 244 at Bouganville in 
the same group and took part in a unit citation for 
exceptional service during the shelling of the islands.

He saw service on the Green Islands, off the coast 
of New Britain and later at New Guinea before going 
to Leyte Gulf, Philippines. In March, 1945, he re
turned to the United States and, after a furlough, 
was sent to Fort W orth, Texas, to join the H ead
quarters Squadron, M.A.G. 53, and was discharged 
there on October 12, 1945.

Rossiter was working at P ratt and W hitney 
Corporation in Hartford, Connecticut, before he 
entered the Marines. He was born in Nashua on 
June 24, 1923, the son of John J. and H arriet (Bur
roughs) Rossiter of Milford. He attended schools in 
Milford and graduated in 1941.

★

L i e u t , (j.g.) W i l l i a m  B o y l s t o n  R o t c h  — Lieuten
ant Rotch was information executive of the New 
Hampshire Office of Price Administration, when he 
was commissioned an ensign in the Naval Reserve 
May 15, 1944, a t Boston.

He reported for active duty June 30 a t Princeton 
University, and after indoctrination there, w ent to 
Fort Schuyler, New York, for advanced training. In 
November, he w ent to Miami, Florida, and was 
there until January, 1945, when he was sent to Nor
folk, Virginia. He was then at the Navy Yard in 
Philadelphia, until assigned to the destroyer 
Plunkett in Boston on April 25, 1945.

On convoy duty in the Atlantic, he visited England 
and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and in August, 1945, 
w ent to the Pacific, escorting troop ships from Pearl 
Harbor to Saipan and Japan, and from the Philip

pines to Japan. He was present at the occupation 
of Wakayama, Japan, and Nagoya, after which he 
was sent on North Pacific weather patrol duty be
tween the Aleutians and Japan. He was engaged in 
transporting troops from Adak and Dutch Harbor, 
Alaska, to west coast ports.

He returned to Charleston, South Carolina, in Jan
uary, 1946, and was released from active duty 
April 7, 1946, at Boston.

Lieutenant Rotch was born in Milford March 28, 
1916, the son of Arthur B. and Serena (Elliman) 
Rotch. He graduated from the Milford High School 
in 1933, and from Dartmouth College in 1937. He 
was married to M artha McLane at Bethlehem, Sep
tember 7, 1940. Before the war he was editor of 
the Milford Cabinet.

★
S e r g e a n t  R o g e r  G e r a r d  R o y  — Born on April 30th, 
1921, at Nashua, Roger Roy is the son of Joseph and 
Louisa (Lachance) Roy of Milford. He attended 
Nashua schools for seven years, then came to Milford 
and attended school. He was working at the Todd- 
Bath Shipyard at Portland, Maine, when he was 
sworn into the Army October 8, 1942, reporting at 
Fort Devens.

He had basic training at Camp Campbell, Ken
tucky, with the 12th Armored Division in the 82nd 
Medical Battalion, Company B. He was trained for 
that work until September, 1943, and after maneuv
ers in Tennessee, went to Camp Barkeley, Texas.

On September 19, 1944, he left New York as a 
truck driver in the same outfit, and was in England 
until he crossed the Channel to France in November, 
and went up the Seine River and landed at Rouen.

Roy entered action December 5, 1944, at Alsace- 
Lorraine, then fought up and across the Rhine River
into Germany.

On V-E Day, he was in France at the foot ot the 
Alps, near Brenner Pass, Italy. Transferred to the 
1st Armored Division as a company mechanic, he 
was based near Frankfurt in the Army of Occupation 
until his return to this country. For a short time he 
was in the 2nd Armored Division, Medical Battalion.

He was discharged February 3, 1946.
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EINO R. RUONALA ELI A. RUONALA

C o r p o r a l  E i n o  R u d o l p h  R u o n a l a  — Entering the 
Army September 8, 1942, at Manchester, Ruonala 
went to Fort Devens on the 22nd, then went to 
Camp White, Oregon, for basic training. He became 
a clerk in the office of the 82nd General Hospital.

From July 3rd, he was on duty at the Baxter Gen
eral Hospital, Spokane, Washington, and on Febru
ary 28, 1944, he left Boston for England with the 
82nd General Hospital. He was stationed at W hit
church, England, until he went to LeHavre in June,
1945.

Stationed successively at Soisson, Toul, Reims, and 
Mourmelon in France, he served his unit as clerk 
in the registrar’s office.

He was transferred to the 178th General Hospital 
for return home, and arrived at New York February 
13, 1946. Ruonala was discharged four days later 
at Fort Devens.

He was bom  here May 26, 1920, the son of Henry 
and Amanda (Salo) Ruonala of Milford. He attend
ed local schools. He was employed at the French 
and Heald Company when he entered the Army.

★

P f c . E l i  A u g u s t  R u o n a l a  — Serving with the 325th 
Combat Engineers, Company C, 100th Division, Eli 
Ruonala left the United States October 6, 1944, and 
landed at Marseille, France, where he joined the 7th 
Army at the front in La Salle.

From there he went to the northern part of France, 
through the Vosges Mountains, and on December 22, 
entered the Battle of Bitche. This line was so heav
ily fortified that it was impossible to break through, 
and a defense line was held until the first of March.

W hile participating in the Battle of Bitche, 
Ruonala received the Bronze Star Medal for heroic 
achievement in action, January 1, 1945, in the 
vicinity of Goetzenbruck, France. His outfit made 
it possible for more than two hundred and forty 
troop-laden vehicles to pass, then detonated prepared

charges, which halted the advance of the enemy 
armor.

W ith the 3rd Division, he was in the push for 
the Rhine Valley and was wounded at Stuttgart, 
Germany, in April, 1945, for which he received the 
Purple Heart.

Ruonala was in Donzhof, Germany, on V-E Day, 
and was in the Army of Occupation until his return 
to Newport News, Virginia, September 26, 1945.

He was discharged October 22, 1945, a t Fort 
Devens. Son of Henry and Amanda (Salo) Ruonala, 
he was born February 5, 1907, at Lanesville, Massa
chusetts, and came to Milford in 1909 and attended 
Milford schools. He married Ruth Darling of Mil
ford in December, 1928.

★

T /5  W a l t e r  W i l l i a m  R u o n a l a  — Walter W. 
Ruonala was born November 8, 1913, at Milford, 
the son of Henry and Amanda (Salo) Ruonala of 
Milford.

He attended Milford schools, and was employed 
by the French and Heald Company, Milford, when 
he entered the Army.

Ruonala was sworn in June 5, 1942, a t Manchester, 
and via Fort Devens was sent to Fort Monmouth, 
New Jersey, for basic training in the 839th Signal 
Service Company.

He was also based at Camp Charles Wood, Fort 
Monmouth, New Jersey, and was transferred in 
August to Fort Hancock, New Jersey, and was 
assigned to the 1225th Military Police Company.

Leaving California for Hawaii Thankskiving Day, 
1943, he went to Honolulu and later to Hilo, Hawaii, 
and was with the 745th Military Police Battalion, 
Company B, as dispatcher in the Motor Pool.

He was discharged November 6, 1945, at Fort 
Devens.

Ruonala and Evelyn Barbour of Milford were mar
ried June 1, 1942, at Pepperell, Massachusetts.
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W ARREN A. RUSSELL VILJO V. SALO ROBERT J. SANBORN

W a r r e n  A r t h u r  R u s s e l l , S 1 / c  Enlisting in the 
Navy, W arren Russell was sworn in November 18, 
1944, at Manchester. He reported for boot training 
a t Sampson, New York, December 5th, and was sent 
to Signalman’s School there in February, 1945, after 
which he was assigned to the Naval Air Station, 
Floyd Bennett Field, New York.

Russell later w ent to the Naval Transport Service 
until he was discharged July 18, 1946, a t Boston.

He was born December 7th, 1926, a t Beverly, 
Massachusetts, and attended school a t Danvers, 
Masssachusetts. He is the son of William W . and 
E dith  (Lynch) Russell of Milford.

A t the time of his enlistment, he was working at 
the Hayward Farms, Milford.

instructor of bombardiers, and machine gun turret 
instructor at Kearney, Nebraska.

He applied for aviation cadet training and was 
accepted. He received his pre-flight and primary 
training and on V-J Day was in basic training in 
Texas. He was sent to Randolph Field, Texas, and 
then to Fort Dix, New Jersey, for discharge on Sep
tember 17, 1945.

He received the Distinguished Flying Cross with 
one Oak Leaf cluster, and has the Purple Heart 
Award. He participated in a Presidential Unit Cita
tion.

He is the son of Edla (Linkonen) Salo and the late 
Edw ard Salo of Milford, born here February 12, 
1920. He graduated from Milford High School in 
1938.

★

M / S g t . V i l j o  V a l p u t  S a l o  — Salo enlisted in the 
Regular Army in December, 1939, was assigned to 
the Air Corps and almost immediately ordered to 
duty  in Hawaii. There he received intensive train
ing for more than a year in administration, airplane 
mechanics, airplane instruments and bombardier 
schools at Hickam Field.

As a member of a heavy bomber crew he flew 
patrol missions in the Hawaiian area from the time 
of the bombing of Pearl Harbor until after the Mid
way Battle of June, 1942. He was transferred to the 
Southwest Pacific, going first w ith the 19th Bombard
m ent Group, and later the 43rd, both of which were 
heavy units of the 5th Air Force.

He w ent on many missions of searching, photo
graphic reconnaissance, and bombing over a large 
area. In the battle of March 3, 1943, over the Bis- 
mark Sea, Sergeant Salo was wounded. He was hos
pitalized and sent home in June, 1943, was made

★

T /4  R o b e r t  J o s e p h  S a n b o r n  — The son of Laura 
Greenan Sanborn of Hanover, New Hampshire, and 
the late Amade Sanborn, Robert Sanborn was bom 
in Ayeres Cliff, Canada, on April 5, 1908.

He attended school at Hartford, Vermont, and 
came to Milford in 1940.

He was working at the French and Heald Com
pany when he was sworn in at Manchester June 13,
1945. He reported to Camp Lee, Virginia, for basic 
training and was placed in the 15th Quartermaster 
Corps as a m eat cutter. Somewhat later he went 
to Fort Belvoir in Virginia and was assigned to the 
10th Engineers Training Battalion, Company B.

He was discharged at Fort Belvoir December 14, 
1945.

At Claremont, New Hampshire, on January 12, 
1929, he married Irene Thauvette of Lebanon, New 
Hampshire.
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HAROLD C. SANDERSON, JR. EDWARD T. SANGSTER GUSTAVI P. SANTINELLI

H a r o l d  C l i f t o n  S a n d e r s o n , J r ., S l / c —Harold 
Sanderson left Milford High School in his junior 
year to join the Navy, was sworn in February 19, 
1945, and reported to Sampson, New York, March 
10, for training. In June, 1945, he went to Shoe
maker, California, where he boarded the APA 83, 
an attack transport, at Treasure Island, in San F ran
cisco Bay, for Pacific duty.

Reaching the Philippines, he was assigned to the 
invasion force carrying troops to Japan. He landed 
troops at Amori on September 24, 1945, then re
turned to San Francisco, California, by way of Saipan 
and Guam. In November he went to Okinawa and 
then to Korea.

Returning to the United States, in December, he 
was at Seattle, Washington, until February, 1946, 
when he was transferred to Treasure Island. Follow
ing a furlough he reported to Boston where he was 
assigned to the battleship Washington. Soon after 
he went to Newport and later was assigned aboard 
the battleship Massachusetts at Norfolk, Virginia.

He was discharged at Boston June 25, 1946.
Seaman Sanderson is the son of Harold C. and 

Laura (Bailey) Sanderson of Milford and was born 
at Framingham, Massachusetts, December 13, 1927. 
He came to Milford in 1941 and attended the Mil
ford schools from then until his enlistment.

★

E d w a r d  T h o m p s o n  S a n g s t e r , PO 3 /c  —The son of 
Rachel (Greenwood) Sangster Sonn and the late 
Charles Sangster of Milford, Edward Sangster was 
born in Milford, Massachusetts, December 11, 1908, 
and came here to live in 1913.

He attended Milford schools and was working at 
the Abbott Machine Company in Wilton when he 
entered the service March 21, 1944.

He had boot training at Sampson, New York, and 
then entered the Machinist School at Gulfport, Miss
issippi. In July, 1944, he was stationed at the Phil
adelphia Navy Yard; then went to Newport, Rhode 
Island; Mobile, Alabama; and Norfolk, Virginia; then 
New York.

He sailed April 1, 1945, for Ulithi as a fireman on 
the USS Basilan (AG) 68th Detail, repair ship.

On May 25 he went to Leyte and Samar in the 
Philippines and on September 21 went to Okinawa. 
He next went to Korea and Shanghai.

He was discharged at Boston on December 24,
1945. He was married here on July 16, 1929, to 
Alma Perlatti of Milford.

★

T /5  G u s t a v i  P a u l  S a n t i n e l l i  — Coming to Milford 
in 1938 from Glencoe, Ohio, where he was born 
February 7, 1919, son of Julio and Anna (Luzzi) 
Santinelli of Milford, Santinelli was working a t the 
W hittemore Ordnance Shop at Fort Devens when 
he was sworn in at Manchester September 1, 1944.

After basic training at Fort McClellan, Alabama, 
he left Seattle, Washington, on February 2, 1945, in 
Casual Company, for Tinian. He was with the 13th 
Casual Company in mopping up operations a t Sai
pan. Then while with the 2nd Battalion, H ead
quarters Company, 382nd Infantry, 96th Division, at 
F lat Top, Okinawa, he was slightly wounded on 
May 22, 1945, during the fighting there.

He was sent to Mindora in the Philippines for a 
rest, on August 15, then returned to Fort Devens for 
his discharge February 9, 1946.

While at Okinawa, he saw action a t Flat Top, 
Escarpment, Shuri and Nahua, and has the Combat 
Infantry Badge. He married Helen Janowier of 
Indian Orchard, Massachusetts.
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MARIO SANTINELLI RICHARD SANTINELLI JAMES S. SARACENO

M a r i o  S a n t i n e l l i , AMM 2 /c  — Bom in Glencoe, 
Ohio, October 15, 1921, son of Julio and Anna 
(Luzzi) Santinelli, now of Milford, Mario Santinelli 
came to Milford in 1939 and graduated from Milford 
H igh School in 1942.

H e enlisted in the Navy at Boston on June 26, 
1942, w ent to Newport, Rhode Island, and thence 
to Jacksonville, Florida, for training a t the Aviation 
Machinists School. After a short tim e a t Norfolk, 
Virginia, and Corpus Christi, Texas, he sailed from 
San Francisco, California, for Pearl Harbor in No
vember, 1943. He was an aviation machinist’s mate.

At the battle of the Marshall Islands he was on 
a carrier in Combat Servicing Unit No. 20. He re
turned to the United States in June, 1945, and was 
at Treasure Island, San Francisco, and then went 
to the Naval Air Station at Chicago, Illinois.

His last base was Pensacola, Florida, where he was 
discharged in April, 1948.

★

P r i v a t e  R ic h a r d  S a n t i n e l l i  — Private Santinelli is 
an Ohioan who came to live with his uncle and aunt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Luzzi, in 1927 and w ent to school 
here. He was born in Raland, Ohio, September 25, 
1915, the son of Julio and Anna (Luzzi) Santinelli.

He was employed at the Matherson Machine Shop 
in Quincy, Massachusetts, when he was sworn into 
the Army December 7, 1942, and reported to Fort 
Devens. H e received training as an automotive me
chanic at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, w ent to Drew 
Field in Florida in April, 1943, and was assigned to 
the' 556th Signal Air W ing Battalion, Headquarters 
Company, Communications.

In May, 1943, he left Boston for Iceland and was

based at Minks Field there, in charge of the diesel 
motors for the Camp and Radio House. He was 
home on furlough in November and December and 
then w ent back again to Iceland for several months 
more duty.

He came back to the United States in August, 
1945, and was discharged at Greensboro, North Caro
lina, November 20, 1945.

★

J a m e s  S e b a s t i a n  S a r a c e n o , SSM-B 3 / c—Employed 
at Fogliani’s Barber Shop in Milford when he en
listed in the Seabees, Saraceno found his training 
of value, for he was soon assigned to Camp Rous
seau, Port Hueneme, California, as a barber in the 
Ships Service Barber Shop.

In July, 1943, he went overseas, to Noumea, New 
Caledonia, w ith the 88th Naval Construction Bat
talion, Headquarters Company, and in November 
w ent to Guadalcanal. January of 1944 found him 
at Bougainville in the Solomon Islands, and March 
at Emirau.

He was in the invasions of the Philippines at Leyte, 
in October, and it was while there that he was re
ported missing for four days. W ith three other 
Seabees he had been caught offshore during a storm 
in a leaky boat.

Saraceno enlisted at Manchester December 9, 
1942, and was discharged at Boston October 25,
1945' . ,

He is the son of Charles Saraceno and the late
Maria (Passinissa) Saraceno of Milford, was boin 
here February 28, 1910, and attended the Milford 
schools. On August 6, 1933, he married Alba Maffi- 
oli of Milford.
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SALVATORE J. SARACENO VICTOR J. SARACENO JOHN W. SARGENT

P f c . S a l v a t o r e  J o s e p h  S a r a c e n o  — The son of 
Charles and the late Maria (Passinissa) Saraceno of 
Milford, Salvatore Saraceno was born here February 
19, 1917, and attended the Milford schools.

He was manager of the First National Store in 
Milford when he was sworn in at Manchester, No
vember 9, 1943. He was sent to Fort Devens, then 
to Camp Hood, Texas, and Fort George G. Meade, 
Maryland. He left Camp Shanks, New York, for 
England May 30, 1944.

Private Saraceno spent a few weeks in a hospital 
before he went on duty at Tilshead, England, where 
he was transferred to the 310th Infantry and sent 
across to LeHavre, France, on October 24. He saw 
action at Malmedy, Belgium, and participated in 
the Battle of the Bulge. He suffered concussion from 
a shell landing nearby, January 24, 1945, while in 
the Hurtgen Forest. Saraceno was again hospitalized 
and was sent to Holland and then to France. He was 
eventually pu t on limited service and went to Mon- 
tainebleu, France, but was soon after again hospital
ized in Paris, and then Cherbourg. He was sent back 
to the United States, and after treatment at Camp 
Edwards, Massachusetts, he was discharged No
vember 28, 1945.

He received the Combat Infantry Badge.
On July 24, 1940, he married Agnes Smith of Mil

ford.

★

S g t . V i c t o r  J a m e s  S a r a c e n o  — After his enlistment 
on August 17, 1942, Saraceno attended a Sheet 
Metal School at Chanute Field, Illinois, then went 
to Salt Lake City, Utah, and was assigned to intelli
gence work until he was sent to El Paso, Texas, in 
January, 1943, to the 389th Bombing Squadron 
Headquarters.

Further trained for overseas duty at Lowry Field 
in Denver, Colorado, he sailed in July, 1943, and at 
Norwich, England, was preparing flight groups for 
missions.

Transferred to the infantry, he crossed the Chan
nel and landed at LeHavre in April, 1945, went on 
to Cologne, Germany, was at Lons, Belgium, on V-E 
Day, and then returned to Reims, France, in the 
Intelligence Group Section, Assembly Area Com
mand.

He was stationed at the famous Red School House 
where the Armistice was signed.

While with the 389th Bombing Squadron he re
ceived the Distinguished Unit Badge for participat
ing in the preparations for the missions which 
damaged the Ploesti oil fields, also the' missions 
throughout Italy, Northern France, Ardennes, Ger
many, and in the Balkans.

On returning to the United States he was hos
pitalized for a time at Lovell General Hospital in 
Fort Devens, and was discharged November 2, 1945.

He is the son of Charles Saraceno and the late 
Maria (Passinissa) Saraceno, born in Milford May 
11, 1921, and graduated from Milford High School 
in 1939. He was employed at the Nashua Gummed 
and Coated Paper Company in Nashua, New Hamp
shire, when he enlisted.

★

J o h n  W i l l i a m  S a r g e n t , S e a m a n  1 / c —Sworn in 
March 30, Sargent reported to Sampson, New York, 
for boot training in April, 1945. He later attended 
the United States Naval Training School for radar 
operators at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and the ad 
vanced school at Saint Simons Island, Georgia. He 
was then sent to Shoemaker, California, where he 
was assigned to the separation center in the Civil 
Readjustment Office. He was discharged on March 
15, 1946.

Sargent was born in Milford on July 6, 1915, the 
son of Lillian (Blanchard) and the late Ray H. 
Sargent. He graduated from Milford High School 
in 1933. In 1942 he married Beatrice York of 
Nashua. Before he entered the service he was work
ing at the French and Heald Furniture Company 
in Milford.
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SAM SARIO IRVING M. SAVAGE RULAND SEARS

P r i v a t e  S a m  S a r i o  — Private Sario is a native of 
Westerly, Rhode Island, where he was born Febru
ary 18, 1899, son of Charles and Rose Sario of Mil
ford, coining to Milford in 1900.

He attended Milford schools and studied for two 
years at the New England Conservatory of Music in 
Boston. He was the leader of the Laurel Band of 
Milford during the summers of 1917 and 1918, was 
with Earl Carroll’s Vanities in 1926, George W hite’s 
Scandals in 1928, the W NAC Studio Orchestra in 
1929 and has appeared in various theaters about 
the country as a violinist.

He left Manning, Maxwell and More Inc. in Bos
ton to enter the service at M anchester October 14,
1942.

Reporting to Fort Devens two weeks later, he 
was stationed there in the Recruiting Recreation 
Center Band and Orchestra until he received his 
discharge for being over 38 years of age on March 
11, 1943.

the Battle of the Bulge w ent to Bielefeld. From 
there his platoon was sent to Biendorf in the Army 
of Occupation and engaged in inventory work of 
factories, which developed the rich find of pure silk.

He came back to the United States in July, 1945, 
had a furlough, and a short stay at Camp Bowie, 
Texas, where he was discharged October 6, 1945.

Corporal Savage was born in Newcastle, England, 
April 4, 1909, the son of the late Henry and the late 
Rose (Davidson) Savage of Boston. He graduated 
from English High School in Boston in 1927, attended 
the Boston University School of Music in 1929. He 
studied piano at the New England Conservatory of 
Music 1930-1931. On December 25, 1933, he mar
ried Jean Nalibow of Milford, at Mattapan, Massa
chusetts.

★

★

C o r p o r a l  I r v i n g  M y e r  S a v a g e  — Corporal Savage 
was part of a unit which found fifteen million dollars 
worth of pure silk in a salt mine at Biendorf, secreted 
by the Germans. Afterward he was engaged in re
moving clothing from factories in Germany and 
distributing it a t various prison camps.

He was in the salvage business in Milford when 
he entered the Army at Manchester, New Hampshire, 
August 4 ,1943. After training at Camp Lee, Virginia, 
and Camp Reynolds, Greenville, Pennsylvania, he 
was attached to the 6th Quartermaster Regiment, 
went to England on March 6, 1945, and then to 
LeHavre, France, where he was assigned to the 676th 
Quartermaster Salvage Collection Company.

He was in Liege, Belgium, and w ent to Muchen- 
Gladbach, Germany, while there was still fighting 
there. He was attached to the 9th Army and after

P r i v a t e  R u l a n d  S e a r s  — Private Sears was bom  in 
Milford November 13, 1915, the son of George R. 
and Blanche (Clark) Sears of Milford. He graduated 
from Milford High School in 1934 and was employed 
by the Southwestern New Hampshire Transportation 
Company, Wilton, New Hampshire, when he entered 
the Army at Manchester, March 6, 1945.

Reporting to Fort Devens, on June 13, Private 
Sears was sent to Fort Knox, Kentucky, foi basic 
training in the Armored Car Division.

He left Newport News, Virginia, for overseas duty 
and arrived at LeHavre, France, on November 25, 
and immediately after was stationed at Erlangen, 
Germany, on cavalry duty, with the Army of OCCU-
PatiOn. , „ • T- 1

He returned to the United States m February, 
1946, and was discharged on February 25th a t Fort
Devens. ,

He married Miss Margaret Mahoney of Milford, 
at Westford, Massachusetts, on May 30, 1938.
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STEPHEN L. SEARS W INSTON C. SEARS DONALD B. SEAVEY

P f c . S t e p h e n  L e v i  S e a r s  — Sears spent most of his 
time in the Army as a cook in Virginia and Texas.

Bom in Milford November 28, 1914, he is the son 
of the late H erbert and the late Mary (Tonella) 
Sears. He attended the Milford schools.

While employed at the International Shoe Com
pany in Merrimack, New Hampshire, he entered the 
Army and was sworn in at Manchester August 6,
1945.

After Fort Devens, he had basic training at Camp 
Wheeler, Georgia, in the infantry. He was next sent 
to Camp Pickett in Virginia and then to Camp Hood 
in Texas, where he served as cook until his discharge 
at Fort Dix, New Jersey, on July 20, 1946.

He married Geralda Paradis of Greenville, New 
Hampshire, in August, 1935.

★

P v t . W i n s t o n  C l a r k  S e a r s  — Private Sears was 
trained for Arctic relief work at Camp Williams 
Army Air Base at Camp Douglas in Wisconsin. He 
enlisted at Manchester January 5, 1942.

After reporting for active duty at Fort Devens he 
was sent to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. Next he was 
based at the municipal airport at Long Beach, Cali
fornia, with the 9th Ferrying Command. Following 
this he was stationed at Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
where he was radio operator on bombers in the 
Ferrying Command.

After his training at Camp Williams Army Air 
Base he was re-assigned to the 363rd Air Base 
Squadron, following which he received a medical 
discharge at Camp Luna, New Mexico, on March 
19, 1943.

Sears was born in Milford July 30, 1920, son of 
George R. and Blanche (Clark) Sears and attended 
the Milford schools. He was employed at the Bourn 
Furniture Company in Milford when he enlisted in 
the Army.

L t . C o l . D o n a l d  B a r k e r  S e a v e y  — Colonel Seavey 
was a member of the ROTC at the University of 
New Hampshire, where he graduated in 1936, and 
had a first lieutenant’s rank when the war broke out. 
He was called to active duty May 12, 1941, while 
working as a structural engineer for the Tennessee 
Valley Authority at Wilson Dam in Alabama.

At Camp Davis, North Carolina, with the 93rd 
Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft) Regiment, he was 
Battery F  commander. He had a Coast Artillery re
fresher course at Fort Monroe, Virginia. In February, 
1942, he began teaching at Anti-Aircraft School. A 
year and a half later Seavey was again transferred, to 
Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, as Battalion Execu
tive of the 132nd Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion.

He left the United States in July, 1944, for Camp 
Blackshawmoor, England, and landed at U tah Beach 
in France in August. His war role started at Brest, 
France, then he moved on to St. Vith, Belgium, for 
ground fire operations against the Siegfried Line 
pillboxes. There were anfi-aircraft missions at Bas- 
togne, Belgium, and Luxembourg City in Luxem
bourg, and protective work for the divisions in the 
Aachen area of Germany.

During the Battle of the Bulge, the battery was 
at Hurtgen-Eupen-Malmedy, then at Julich, on the 
Roer River, and Dusseldorf, Germany. The airborne 
drop of the 18th Airborne at the Rhine crossing at 
Wesel was covered and protection accorded the 
bridgeheads on the Rhine, Wesel-Rhineburg area, 
and on the Elbe at Barby, where they met the Rus
sians.

Seavey then moved back into Kreise Einbech, 
where he was military governor from May to  July, 
1945, and afterwards liaison officer with the 7th 
Army Headquarters. He was placed in the inactive 
officers’ reserve March 6, 1946, at Fort McPherson, 
Georgia. He received the Bronze Star Medal.

Seavey is the son of Clarence W. and Bernice 
(Barker) Seavey of Milford. He was born here June 
22, 1912, and graduated from the high school in 
1930. He married Orlane Buzbee of Fort Payne, 
Alabama, on June 4, 1937, at Memphis, Tennessee.
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KENNETH I. SEAVEY ROBERT H. SEAVEY HENRY G. SHAUGHNESSY

K e n n e t h  I r v i n g  S e a v e y , EM 2 /c  — Kenneth Seavey 
was employed at the Portsmouth Navy Yard, when 
he enlisted in the Navy, reporting first to Newport, 
Rhode Island, January 14, 1943, and then going to 
Moorehead, Kentucky, for training in an electrical 
school.

He was assigned to the USS Miami, a cruiser, in 
September. He served as electrician’s mate.

T he,sh ip  w ent to Pearl Harbor, arriving May 7,
1944. From there the ship w ent to Majuro and Eni
wetok, and saw action at Saipan, Guam and Truk, 
in the campaign of the Marianas. Next Seavey went 
to Ulithi, then to the Philippines. He was .transferred 
to the USS Aldebron and 'sent back to San Francisco 
late in December, 1944.

At Camp Peary, Virginia, he attended the Navy 
Electrical School for some three months and after 
that the Inter-Communication School at W ashington, 
District of Columbia, until discharged September 
27, 1945.

He is the son of Clarence W. and Bernice (Barker) 
Seavey of Milford, born in Milford, February 5, 
1915. He married Maxine Rogers of Manchester on 
June 18, 1938.

★

T /4  R o b e r t  H o l t  S e a v e y  -  Training and experi
ence in the fire departm ent stood Robert Seavey in 
good stead when he entered the Army for he served 
in responsible positions for control of fires and main
tenance throughout his service.

Born in Milford May 9, 1916, son of Clarence W. 
and Bernice (Barker) Seavey, Seavey was in the 
fire departm ent at Grenier Field, Manchester, when 
he was sworn in March 7, 1945, a t Manchester.

He was sent to Camp Gordon in Georgia, for

training in the infantry, and then to Fort Meade, 
Maryland, and Fort Ord in California.

On August 16, 1945, he left for the Philippines 
and was assigned to the 3743rd Quartermaster Truck 
Company and attended mechanic school at Manila. 
The next February he went to the 13th Air Force 
and was stationed at Clark Field.

At the latter base he was assigned to the 1944th 
Engineer Aviation Utility Company and placed in 
charge of the fire department. Here he directed the 
control of fires and the maintenance of equipment 
and also inspected the premises to eradicate fire 
hazards. He also kept the records of the fire depart
ment.

He was discharged at Fort Dix, New Jersey, Oc
tober 30, 1946.

He is married to Audrey L. Brown of Hollis, New 
Hampshire.

★

P v t . H e n r y  G o u g h  S h a u g h n e s s y  — Shaughnessy 
was born in Milford February 28, 1905, the son of 
Elizabeth (Gough) and the late Edward S. Shaugh
nessy of Milford, and graduated from Milford High 
School in 1922.

While working for the Roby Construction Com
pany in Manchester, he entered the service and was 
sworn in September 8, 1942.

He reported two weeks later at Fort Devens and 
from there was sent to Camp Blanding, Florida, for 
basic training, and placed in the 313th Infantry, 
Company F.

On February 26, 1943, he received an honorable 
discharge at Camp Blanding for being over 38 years 
of age.
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JOSEPH J. SHAUGHNESSY RALPH L. SHEA CHARLES W. SIBLEY

S g t . J o s e p h  J o h n  S h a u g h n e s s y  — Sergeant Shaugh
nessy was twice wounded in action while in service 
overseas.

He went to England in June, 1944, and on July 
19 crossed over into France with the 83rd Division, 
Rifle Company. On August 8 he was wounded in 
the hand and foot at St. Malo, France.

He was taken to a hospital in England but re
joined his outfit in November, 1944, only to be 
wounded December 10th in Hurtgen Forest. This 
time he was taken to a Paris hospital with blood 
poisoning. Not to be dismayed, he rejoined his com
pany in Belgium in February, 1945, and was in action 
at the end of the war at the Elbe River as com
munications chief. He was discharged November 
15, 1945, at Fort Devens.

He is the son of Elizabeth (Gough) and the late 
Edward S. Shaughnessy of Milford, born here De
cember 7, 1910, and a graduate of Milford High 
School in 1929.

He was working for Rodney Woodman when he 
entered the service and was sworn in at Manchester 
November 11, 1943. His preliminary training was at 
Camp Blanding in Florida.

He married Anne B. Huk of Hudson, New Hamp
shire, November 8, 1941. He has the Purple Heart 
with one cluster, and the Bronze Star for gallantry 
in action.

★

R a l p h  L e o n a r d  S h e a , R d M 3 / c  — In service only 
a year and a half, Ralph Shea saw almost continuous 
action in the Pacific area while aboard the attack 
cargo ship USS Todd (AKA 71). He reached Pearl 
Harbor in December, 1944, by the Panama Canal 
and then in succession was at New Caledonia, Leyte 
Bay, in the Philippines, Hollandia, New Guinea, 
Borneo, Samar, China and Japan.

Engaged in the transporting of troops and cargo, 
the Todd took part in maneuvers for the Battle of 
Okinawa, being in heavy raids there for ten days. 
Then came trips to Oro Bay in New Guinea, Zam

boanga on Borneo, Samar, Subic Bay and Manila. 
From Manila the ship went to Hongkong and trans
ported a thousand Nationalist troops to Chinwangtoa 
in Northern China.

From aboard his ship he witnessed the signing of 
the surrender of Japan on the USS Missouri in Tokyo 
Bay, and later participated in the transporting of the 
first occupational troops into Yokohama, Japan.

Shea was sworn in at Manchester, New Hampshire, 
June 6, 1944, and was out of the service by Decem
ber 27, 1945, when he was discharged at Boston. He 
was employed by W. T. Boyd & Sons, wholesale milk 
delivery, in Nashua, New Hampshire, when he en
listed.

He is the son of the late John Shea of Nashua and 
Mary (Diggins) Shea, was born in Nashua July 9, 
1908, and graduated from Nashua High School in 
1928. Later he attended preparatory school at 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, and for two years was at 
the University of Alabama.

His preliminary training was at the Fleet Service 
School at Virginia Beach, Virginia, and Newport, 
Rhode Island. His rating was radarman third class.

★

C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m  S i b l e y , F 1 /c  — For nearly a 
year, from March, 1945, to January 4, 1946, Charles 
Sibley served as a truck driver in Palermo and Naples, 
Italy, transporting supplies. His rate was fireman 
first class.

He was sworn in July 7, 1944, and received train
ing for his work at Sampson, New York, at Diesel 
School, the Great Lakes Naval Training Station, in 
Illinois, and advanced training in Diesel engines at 
Richmond, Virginia.

He was born in Lynn, Massachusetts, January 13, 
1919, son of the late Clarence W. and the late Carrie 
(Kent) Sibley of Milford and attended schools in 
Hillsborough and Stoddard, New Hampshire. On 
July 3, 1941, he married E. Irene Leach of Milford.

He received his discharge at Boston, January 22,
1946.
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BENJAMIN W . SIGNOR ALDEA SILVA BEATRICE E. SILVA

P v t . B e n j a m i n  W e s l e y  S i g n o r  -  Private Signor saw 
extended service with the Signal Corps in Northern 
Africa, Sicily, Italy and Southern France. He re
ceived training at Camp Bowie, Texas, after being 
sworn in the Army May 20, 1942, at M anchestei, 
New Hampshire. He also trained for a short time 
at Camp A. P. Hill in Virginia, then went overseas 
in October.

He„went to Casablanca, North Africa, was assigned 
to the 1st Armored Signal Battalion, and prepared 
a t Oran and Bizerte for the invasion of Sicily, Italy 
itself, and fought through Naples, Rome, and Flor
ence. Returning to Naples his next move was into 
Southern France. The troops landed at St. Tropez 
and w ent up through Epinal into Germany. Private 
Signor was at Nurnberg on V-E Day, arrived back 
in the United States in June, 1945, and was dis
charged at Fort Devens on the 18th of June.

Signor is the son of Benjamin W. and the late 
Lulu (Kimball) Signor of Milford, born here July 
28, 1916. He attended the Milford schools and was 
employed by the Blue Line Express at Nashua, New 
Hampshire, when he enlisted. He married Mary 
Kirby of Milford.

★

C o r p o r a l  A l d e a  S i l v a  -  Daughter of Maria (Gon
salves) and the late Joseph A. Silva of Milford, Miss 
Silva was born January 26, 1915, and graduated 
from Milford High School in 1934.

She attended the University of New Hampshire 
for two years, majoring in bacteriology and later 
worked for W. T. Boyd & Son at Nashua, New 
Hampshire, as laboratory technician and bacteriolo- 
gist.

She enlisted in the W omen’s Army Corps Janu

ary 20, 1944, and went to Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, 
for basic training. In April she went to the Army 
Air Force Overseas Replacement Depot at Greens
boro, North Carolina, and was in the Regional Hos
pital bio-chemistry laboratory.

In June, 1945, she was sent to Camp Davis, North 
Carolina, for the same work in the 1079th Army Air 
Force Base Unit P. D. C. Her next move was to 
San Antonio, Texas, in the 1045th Personnel Distrib
ution Center. She was discharged at San Antonio on 
January 18, 1946.

Miss Silva was married to Master Sergeant Alfred 
Luternow on May 17, 1947, in New York.

★

E n s i g n  B e a t r i c e  E l i z a b e t h  S i l v a  — After graduat
ing from Milford High School in 1941, Ensign Silva 
attended the Cambridge Hospital School for Nurs
ing in Cambridge, Massachusetts, graduating in 1944. 
She joined the Cadet Nurse Corps in September, 
1943, and became a Cadet Nurse at the Chelsea 
Naval Hospital in Chelsea, Massachusetts.

A registered nurse by February, 1945, she was 
working at the Somerville, Massachusetts, hospital, 
when commissioned as ensign February 22, 1945. 
She was sworn in May 30, 1945, in Boston, called for 
active duty and reported at the Naval Hospital a t 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on June 12, 1945.

After spending about a year at the Naval Hospital 
at St. Albans, New York, she was released in New 
York City July 30, 1946, and placed in the Officers’ 
Reserve.

She is the daughter of Maria (Gonsalves) Suva 
and the late Joseph A. Silva of Milford. She was born 
in Milford March 24, 1923. On October 23, 1948, 
she married Richard C. W oodward of Glen Cove, 
Long Island.
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ITALO J. SILVERI CLYDE W. SKILLIN ERNEST P. SMITH

C o r p o r a l  I t a l o  J o s e p h  S i l v e r i  — One of the early 
entrants into the war, Italo Silveri was born in Mil
ford and attended the Milford schools. He is the 
son of Joseph and the late Laura (Diaferia) Silveri 
of Milford, born June 18, 1922.

He enlisted at Manchester, August 20, 1940, and 
was at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, for basic 
training. In December, 1941, he assisted in setting 
up defenses from Quincy to Wakefield in Massachu
setts, and afterward was based at Camp Kilmer, New 
Jersey, and Fort Dix, New Jersey.

He left New York for North Africa in November, 
1942, with the 68th Coast Artillery Anti-Aircraft 
Battalion, Battery A, and was at Casablanca, Algiers, 
Tunisia and Bizerte, but was not in action. However, 
he experienced severe air raids while at Bizerte.

August, 1943, saw him transferred to Palermo, 
Sicily, and the next month he was in Naples, being 
stationed at Foggia for some four days following 
the severe volcanic eruption of Mt. Vesuvius. Trans
ferred to the 360th Anti-Aircraft Artillery, Search
light Battalion, Combat Engineers, in October he 
was at Futa Pass, then in the Appenines Valley. In 
April, 1945, he went into the Po Valley, shortly after 
to be sent to Pisa, and then returned to the United 
States.

He was discharged at Fort Devens July 18, 1945.

M / S e r g e a n t  C l y d e  W. S k i l l i n  — Master Sergeant 
Skillin saw active service in London, where he 
underwent a blitz attack, and on the continent, where 
he was under rocket attacks, at Brussels, besides 
being engaged in many actions through France, 
Belgium and Germany.

He was manager of the McLellan Store in Milford,

when he entered the Army May 5, 1942, a t Port
land, Maine. He was born in Boston December 20, 
1909, the son of Frank C. and Sadie (W hitaker) 
Skillin, and during his school years lived in Albion, 
Maine. He graduated from Colby College, Water- 
ville, Maine, in 1933. He came to Milford in 1941.

After training at Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland, 
he had advanced training in chemical warfare at 
Camp Bowie, Texas, and Camp Davis, North Caro
lina. He went directly from New York in May, 1943, 
to Northern Ireland, and went to England a year 
later for transfer to France.

He served in Headquarters Company, Camp 
Detroit, Sissonne Sub-Area, and in France was at 
Paris, Rouen, LeHavre, Chartres and Amiens and 
then went up through Ghent, Antwerp and Brussels 
into Belgium. His next service was in Germany 
itself, after which he came back to the United States 
and was discharged at Fort Devens, December 9,
1945.

P v t . E r n e s t  P a u l  S m i t h  — Private Smith was born 
in Milford March 29, 1923, the son of Louis C. and 
Elizabeth (Frye) Smith of Medford, Massachusetts, 
formerly of Milford.

He attended school in Milford and was working 
for the Bourn Furniture Company when he enlisted 
at Manchester October 30, 1942. He reported the 
same day at Fort Devens.

After basic training and service as an airplane 
mechanic at Turner Field, Georgia, he was sent to 
the Lawson General Hospital at Atlanta, Georgia, 
for an operation on the knee and was given a medical 
discharge April 24, 1943.
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GEORGE L. SM ITH HAROLD B. SMITH JAMES M. SMITH

G e o r g e  L o u is  S m i t h , S 2 /c  — A native of New Bos
ton, New Hampshire, where he was born November 
17, 1924, George Smith is the son of George L .  
Smith of Milford and the late Ella (Cluche) Smith. 
He spent most of his life in Milford where he 
attended the public schools.

He enlisted September 5, 1942, and after boot 
training at Newport, Rhode Island, was stationed 
at the .Fargo Building in Boston for three months.

In March, 1943, Smith was sent to Argentia, 
Newfoundland, where he was landbased w ith the 
7 th Fleet Air Wing, and was on flying patrol duty 
for eight months. After that he was sent to South 
Wales in the British Isles, based at Fishguard, and 
later was at the Naval Air Station at Dunkswell, 
Devonshire County, England, where he was trans
ferred to Squadron 105, Task Force 7.

Returning to the United States, he w ent to Nor
folk, Virginia, then was assigned to the Naval Air 
Station at Corpus Christi, Texas, as cook. Eleven 
months later he was discharged at Boston on No
vember 18, 1945.

H e married Dorothy Gagnon of New Boston F eb
ruary 18, 1945.

★

H a r o l d  B r a e  S m i t h , F C 3 / c - T h e  son of Rupert 
and Annie (Balmforth) Smith of Wilton, New 
Hampshire, Harold Smith was born in tha t town 
January 13, 1920, and graduated from W ilton High

School in 1939. He married Mary Romeo of Mil
ford on February 14, 1942, and came to Milford to 
reside.

He was working for the Ford Instrument Company 
at Long Island City, New York, when he was sworn 
into the Navy at Manchester, New Hampshire, July 
19, 1944.

After boot training at Sampson, New York, he 
went to San Diego, California, and was assigned to 
fire control maintenance there. He was also based 
at Puget Sound, Bremerton, Washington, on the 
same work. He received his discharge at Boston on 
March 8, 1946. His rating was fire controlman third 
class.

★

J a m e s  M u r d o c k  S m i t h , S l / c  —James Smith was 
born in Milford December 24, 1925, son of Murdock 
S. and Jessie (Smith) Smith, and graduated from 
Milford High School in 1944. He was employed at 
the W hittemore Ordnance Depot at Fort Devens 
when he was sworn into the Navy at Manchester, 
New Hampshire, August 6, 1944.

After boot training at Sampson, New York, he was 
assigned to the 7th Special Construction Battalion 
of the Naval Construction Battalion stationed at 
Clatskanie, Oregon. After a few months there he 
served in Ships Company at Port Hueneme, Cali
fornia, for nearly a year. He received his discharge 
in Boston July 5, 1946.
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JOHN F. SMITH J. THOMAS SMITH, JR. LOUIS R. SMITH

J o h n  F r a n c i s  S m i t h , MM 3 /c  — Serving aboard the 
carrier Franklin at Formosa and in the Japanese Sea, 
John Smith went through two disastrous attacks by 
Japanese dive bombers which resulted in the deaths 
of fifteen hundred men and the wounding of many 
more and from which he emerged to receive the 
Bronze Star Medal for outstanding service.

He was bom in Milford August 9, 1926, son of 
Louis C. and Elizabeth (Frye) Smith of Milford, 
now of Medford, Massachusetts. He attended the 
Milford schools and was employed at the Boston 
Navy Yard (Naval Drydock) when he enlisted. He 
was sworn in September 16, 1943, at Boston.

After preliminary training at Newport, Rhode 
Island, and New London, Connecticut, he was sent 
aboard the Franklin, which left for the Hawaiian 
Islands by the Panama Canal.

The story of the aircraft carrier Franklin is one 
of the epics of W orld W ar II, participating as it did 
in some of the most dangerous and disastrous events 
of the war. As machinist’s mate, Smith was first at the 
invasion of Guam, and on October 13, 1944, in an 
aerial attack on Formosa, the Franklin was attacked 
by a Japanese suicide plane which killed two hundred 
men and wounded many others and the ship had to 
return to Bremerton, Washington, for repairs.

Back again in the Philippines there was the attack 
on Iwo Jima and Okinawa, then a trip to the coast 
of Japan where the ship was spotted by a Japanese 
dive bomber and attacked. The flight deck of the 
carrier was almost completely destroyed by two five 
hundred pound bombs and at noon only 564 men 
out of 3200 aboard answered the muster call. There 
were 1500 dead or missing and the balance wounded. 
The crippled ship took 26 days to return to Brook
lyn, New York, for repairs.

Smith was given a furlough, then transferred to 
the new aircraft carrier Princeton, but after a short 
service aboard, was discharged May 1, 1946, at 
Boston.

L i e u t . C o l . J o h n  T h o m a s  S m i t h , J r . — Colonel 
Smith graduated from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology in 1936 as a chemical engineer, after

having attended high school in Milford and Chauncy 
Hall School in Boston.

He was in the Reserve Officers Training Corps 
when called to active duty with the Army on July 
28, 1941, at Fort Bliss, Texas.

He was employed by Clayton Mark and Company 
in Evanston, Illinois, before beginning active duty. 
On February 2, 1942, he was in Bermuda at head
quarters in the 423rd Coast Artillery, and remained 
there until February 8, 1945, when he went to 
Rhoads General Hospital in Utica, New York.

Smith made a brief return to Bermuda, then was 
discharged at the Rhoads General Hospital on D e
cember 21, 1945.

He is the son of John Thomas and Nellie (Keeley) 
Smith of Milford. He was born here June 6, 1914. 
He was married to Alice L. Mark in Boston in 1935.

P f c . L o u is  R o b e r t  S m i t h  — Before leaving the Unit
ed States in January, 1945, Private Smith was sent 
from Fort Devens to train at Camp Livingston, Loui
siana; Camp Shelby, Mississippi, and Camp Miles 
Standish, Massachusetts. He sailed for Europe 
January 18, 1945.

Arriving at LeHavre, France, he was assigned to 
the 15th Army in the 95th Chemical Mortar Bat
talion, Headquarters Company. Crossing into Ger
many he was attached to the 1st Army, crossed the 
Rhine to Dillenburg and into the Ruhr Valley Pocket. 
After the Battle of the Ruhr he was with the 3rd 
Army, 86th Infantry Division, at Neustadt, crossed 
the Danube River and w ent into Langenpreising. 
Again transferred to the 3rd Corps, after V-E Day, 
he went up through Num berg to France and left 
LeHavre for the United States in July, 1945.

There was a furlough, a short time at Camp 
Shelby in Mississippi, and then he was discharged 
at Fort Devens February 19, 1946.

Smith was born in Lawrence, Massachusetts, 
July 27, 1921, son of Louis C. and Elizabeth (Frye) 
Smith of Milford, now of Medford, Massachusetts, 
and attended the Milford schools. He was working 
in the Davis and Furbet Machine Shop in North 
Andover, Massachusetts, when he entered the Army 
at Manchester, New Hampshire, September 8, 1943.
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MERTON E. SM ITH ROBERT E. SMITH FRED W. SNELL

M e r t o n  E d w a r d  S m i t h , S 1 / c  -  Merton Smith was 
born in Milford November 14, 1925, son of Harold 
A. and the late Blanche (W right) Smith of Milford, 
attended Milford schools and was employed at the 
Nashua M anufacturing Company when he enlisted 
in the Navy, March 5, 1943, a t Manchester, New 
Hampshire. He had boot and gunnery school train
ing a t Newport, Rhode Island. He was at the Phila
delphia Receiving Station, and had advanced training 
in gunnery and radar at New Orleans, Louisiana.

He had advanced training in subchaser duty at 
Miami, Florida, and was assigned to Rescue Patrol 
21. He was put on similar duty in the Gulf of Mexico, 
aboard Patrol Craft 1141, and in June, 1944, went 
to Bizerte in North Africa.

He took part in the invasion of Southern France 
at Baie de la Ciotat, near Nice, and was in the attack 
on German occupied islands off the coast of Yugo
slavia in the Adriatic Sea. He returned to the United 
States in January, 1945.

After a furlough, he received training in am phibi
ous work at San Bruno, and H unter s Point, in Cali
fornia, then assignment to a ship repair unit based 
on the Island of Guam where he was coxswain of a 
taxi boat in the harbor.

He returned to the United States and was dis
charged at Boston November 27, 1946.

★

R o b e r t  E d w i n , S m i t h , CM 2 / e  -  Born in Weston, 
Massachusetts, February 1, 1922, the son of Robert 
L. and Iris (Porter) Smith of Milford, Robert Smith 
w ent to school in Lexington, Massachusetts, and 
Loudon and Pittsfield, New Hampshire, and gradu
ated from high school in the latter place in 1940. He 
came to Milford in April, 1943.

Sworn in the Navy at Concord, New Hampshire, 
June 7, 1943, he had PT (Patrol Torpedo) boat 
training at Newport and Melville, Rhode Island, and 
Norfolk, Virginia.

In December he was at Oran, North Africa, as
signed to PT Squadron 15. He was based at Bizerte, 
North Africa, for two months and then went to the 
Island of Corsica where he was a carpenter’s mate 
on repair work on PT boats.

He returned to the United States in December, 
1944, and after a furlough was based at Melville, 
Rhode Island, in Patrol Torpedo Squadron 4. After
ward he went to the Brooklyn Navy Yard, New 
York, for commissioning of the Patrol Torpedo 
Squadron 42.

His final work was with the transport USS General 
George O. Squire, making trips back and forth be
tween New York and LeHavre, France.

He was discharged at Boston April 6, 1946. He 
married Miss Jean Collins of Loudon April 6, 1945.

★

F r e d  W i l l i a m  S n e l l ,  S p . (C) 1 / c  -  Fred Snell was 
headmaster of Milford High School when he went 
to serve his country and was sworn into the Navy 
at Manchester, New Hampshire, January 29, 1944.

Born in Lisbon, New Hampshire, February 19, 
1910, he graduated from Lisbon High School in 
1928, graduated with a bachelor of science degree 
from the University of New Hampshire in 1932, and 
secured a Master of Education degree from the 
university in 1939. It was fitting that he should have 
been detailed to office work interviewing recruits 
for school assignment or placement with the fleet. 
This work he did in the “D” Selection Office at 
Sampson, New York, until June, 1945, when he was 
transferred to the Norfolk, Virginia, Receiving Sta
tion, with the Fleet Classification Centei.

He was discharged at Camp Shelton, Virginia, 
March 1, 1946. His rating was specialist first class.

He is the son of Tekla (Heckla) Snell and the late 
Victor Snell of Lisbon, New Hampshire, and was 
married, June 24, 1936, at Long Island City, New 
York, to Mary Doyle.
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ROGER A. SPRAGUE ROLAND F. SPRAGUE ALBERT W. STEELE

C p l . R o g e r  A l d e n  S p r a g u e  — Corporal Sprague 
had the unique distinction of enlisting for service 
twice in the same year. He first joined the Marine 
Corps at Boston June 22, 1945. He went to Parris 
Island, South Carolina, for boot training, then to 
Camp Lejeune, South Carolina, where he attended 
the message center school for eight weeks, and was 
then discharged on January 22, 1946.

On January 23, i946, he enlisted again, this time 
as a regular for two years, and was assigned, first, to 
Boston Navy Yard in Charlestown. He went to the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Station in Illinois where 
he was attached to the Service Battalion. In Novem
ber he returned to Camp Lejeune where he was 
Message Center Chief in Headquarters Company, 
1st Battalion, 2nd Marines, 2nd Marine Division.

In February, 1947, he left Norfolk, Virginia, for a 
cruise in the Caribbean area. After another stay at 
Camp Lejeune he attended the National Rifle 
Matches at Camp Perry, Ohio, for two months. He 
was discharged at Boston November 5, 1947.

Corporal Sprague was born in Milford June 29, 
1927, the son of Gladys (Byrd) Sprague and the late 
Frederick L. Sprague of Milford and graduated from 
Milford High School in 1945.

★

R o l a n d  F r e d e r i c k  S p r a g u e ,  S h i p f i t t e r  1 /c  —E n
listing as a shipfitter third class on September 11, 
1942, Sprague received his basic training at New
port, Rhode Island, and in November, 1942, was 
assigned to a naval repair base in Cuba.

He progressed through the ranks to shipfitter first 
class, which rank he held upon his return to the

United State in January, 1945. Following a thirty- 
day furlough, he was stationed in New Orleans until 
July when he went to Gulfport, Mississippi. He was 
discharged there September 26, 1945.

He was born in Milford July 20, 1921, attended 
the Milford schools and graduated in 1939 from 
Milford High School. He is married to Antoinette 
Luongo of Milford. Sprague is the son of Fred L. 
and Gladys (Byrd) Sprague of Milford. Prior to 
his naval service he was employed as a plumber by 
John R. Martin Company.

★

C p l . A l b e r t  W h i t i n g  S t e e l e  — Corporal Steele 
spent much of his service on islands along the coast 
of South America and in the W est Indies. After his 
enlistment in the Army at Manchester, New Hamp
shire, November 21, 1941, he went to Fort Devens, 
then to Biloxi, Mississippi, for training.

As truck driver for the 99th Air Base Group he 
left the United States February 22, 1942, for Trini
dad, in the Caribbean, where he remained for over 
a year. In July, 1943, he was based at Curacoa, West 
Indies, next Edinburg Field, Trinidad, and later St. 
Lucia Island. He spent more time at Trinidad before 
he returned to New Orleans, Louisiana, in March, 
1944, to be sent to Alamagordo, New Mexico, and 
later to Clovis in the same state. He was attached 
to the 2034th Base Unit as truck driver for some 
time, after which he went to Amarillo, Texas, for his 
discharge on October 28, 1945.

Steele is the son of George and Lizzie (Bills) 
Steele of Milford, born in Milford May 7, 1923, 
where he attended the public schools
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GEORGE F. STEELE, JR. EDW IN E. STEIN CHARLES W. STICKNEY

G e o r g e  F r a n k l i n  S t e e l e , J r ., MMR 3 / c  — Steele 
was born in Wilton, New Hampshire, July 10, 1917, 
son of George F. and Lizzie (Bills) Steele of Milford, 
but came to Milford when five years old and attended 
the Milford schools. He was employed at the Ports
mouth Navy Yard as a pipe fitter when he entered 
the Navy.

Steele spent some time at Newport, Rhode Island, 
after Jie was sworn in at M anchester June 9, 1943, 
b u t in October was sent to the submarine base at 
Pearl Harbor, where he was repairm an, engaged in 
air conditioning and refrigeration work. This was 
his station during his war service and he returned to 
San Francisco, California, in November, 1945, and 
was discharged at Boston, November 16, 1945.

He married Annette Gosselin of Amesbury, Massa
chusetts, on June 8, 1940.

★

E d w i n  E d m u n d  S t e i n , CM 1 /c  — Edwin Stein went 
from a farm in Alstead, New Hampshire, to serve 
with the Seabees in the tropic isles of the Southern 
Pacific. Born in Milford October 27, 1901, he went 
to school here and in Brookline, New Hampshire. He 
is the son of Albion and the late Selma (Kinnunen) 
Stein of Milford, and was working on the Alstead 
farm when he enlisted at Portland, Maine, July 22, 
1943, w ith the rating of carpenter’s mate.

Trained at Camp Peary, Virginia, he was assigned

to the 122nd Naval Construction Battalion, Company 
B, Platoon 4, and sent to Camp Parks in California. 
From there he went to New Caledonia, then Milne 
Bay in New Guinea, where he was on demolition 
work for three months. Illness overtook Stein and he 
was hospitalized at the New Hebrides Islands during 
June and July, 1944, but he returned to his unit at 
Hollandia, New Guinea, to stay for some five months, 
then went to Leyte in the Philippines. There he 
remained until his return to Treasure Island in San 
Francisco in July, 1945. He was discharged at 
Boston August 17, 1945.

★

C h a r l e s  W a i n w r i g h t  S t i c k n e y  — The son of Earle 
H. and Ina (Duncan) Stickney of Milford, New 
Hampshire, Charles Stickney was born in Milford 
October 7, 1926, and left Milford High School in his 
senior year to enlist in the Merchant Marine.

He had boot training at Sheepshead Bay in New 
York and after V-J Day went aboard the training 
ship Verna for further work. In September he left 
for the Panama Canal on the American Navigator 
and proceeded to Catalina Island, off the California 
coast, where he was released from further duty and 
came home.

In November, he signed on the ship SS Rensselaer 
Victory and went to Antwerp, Belgium, aboard that 
ship. He was finally released from duty at Boston, 
December 4, 1945.
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EVERETT D. STICKNEY HAZEL J. STICKNEY W ILLIS E. STICKNEY

S / S g t . E v e r e t t  D u n c a n  S t i c k n e y — Staff Sergeant 
Stickney had preliminary training in seven widely 
scattered camps in this country before he was 
launched into an active career in the war which took 
him to Egypt, India, Burma and China.

The son of Earl H. and Ina (Duncan) Stickney of 
Milford, he was born here January 20, 1921, and 
graduated from Milford High School in 1940. On 
August 14, 1944, he was married at Buffalo, NewO 7 7
York, to Vergie Williams of Sikeston, Missouri.

W hen he enlisted Stickney was employed a t the 
W hitney Screw Corporation in Nashua.

Enlisting September 25, 1942, he was trained 
and based successively at Maxwell Field, Alabama; 
Greenville, Mississippi; Malden, Missouri; Camp 
Luna, New Mexico; Camp Curtisair, New York; and 
Camp Memphis, Tennessee.

He left New York October 29, 1944, and landed 
in Cairo, Egypt, was assigned there to the 1264th 
Base Unit and sent to Karachi, India. After further 
assignment to the 1326th Base Unit he w ent to Lai 
Manahat, India, where he flew as aerial engineer in 
C-46 cargo planes between India and Burma.

He took part in a unit citation for efficiency for 
transporting gas pipes between Calcutta, India, and 
Kunming, China, during the war.

He was discharged at Fort Devens December 29,
1945.

★

1 s t . L i e u t . H a z e l  J a n e t  S t i c k n e y  — Hazel Stickney 
served as a nurse in Australia, New Guinea, the Dutch 
East Indies, and later in Boston during W orld W ar
II. She participated in a unit citation for outstanding 
service.

She is the daughter of Earl H. and Ina (Duncan) 
Stickney of Milford, born here July 3, 1919, and a 
graduate of the high school in 1937. She became the 
wife of Major Robert Murphy of Lawrenceville, Ill
inois, at Nashua on July 12, 1945.

Miss Stickney received nurse’s training at the 
New England Hospital for Women and Children in 
Boston, graduating in 1941, and was night supervisor 
there when she enlisted in the Army Nurse Corps

April 27, 1942. She left Boston with the Harvard 
Medical Unit and sailed May 18, 1942, from San 
Francisco for Melbourne, Australia. She went to 
Gatton, Australia, with the 105th General Hospital 
and was there nearly two years after which she 
served in Milne Bay, Finschhafen, Aitape and Hol- 
landia, New Guinea, and on the island of Biak in 
the Dutch East Indies.

Taken ill, she was sent home in January, 1945, but 
recovered sufficiently to be assigned to headquarters 
of the 1st Service Command in March of the same 
year where she was on recruiting duty and worked 
in the dispensary.

Released from active duty she was placed in the 
Officers Reserve December 6, 1945.

★

T /  S g t . W i l l i s  E a r l  S t i c k n e y  — Sergeant Stickney 
ended the war wearing the Purple Heart Award, with 
cluster, for wounds received in action, and the Bronze 
Star Medal for taking command of his company when 
it was left w ithout officers. He also holds the Combat 
Infantry Badge.

He was born in Milford April 10, 1916, son of 
Earl H. and Ina (Duncan) Stickney of Milford, 
attended the Milford schools and was employed by 
the Public Service Company when he entered the 
Army August 6, 1941. After Fort Devens he was 
sent to Camp Croft, South Carolina, and then Fort 
Dix in New Jersey, after which he was assigned to 
the 44th Infantry Division, 71st Infantry.

Stationed at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and Fort 
Lewis, Washington, he was assigned to Northwest 
Defense duty, and had further assignment at Camp 
Philips in Kansas. He left Boston September 1, 1944, 
for Cherbourg, France, where he was with the 7th 
Army. He was wounded twice in action, the second 
time at Rambervillers in France, and he was sent 
to England for hospitalization. Flown back to the 
United State, he was hospitalized at the Halloran 
General Hospital on Staten Island, New York. He 
received his discharge October 1, 1945, a t Camp 
Edwards, Massachusetts.
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CARL K. STIMSON, JR. NELSON M. STINSON RUSSELL S. STINSON

C a r l  K e i t h  S t i m s o n ,  J r . ,  MoMM 3 /c  — The son of 
Carl K. Stimson of Milford and Lena (Johnson) 
Scully of Nashua, Stimson was born in Milford, De
cember 8, 1924, and graduated from Milford High 
School in 1942, after which he attended Dartmouth 
College for some months studying drafting engineer- 
ing.

He enlisted in the Navy a t Manchester, New 
Hampshire, September 21, 1942, was trained at 
Newport, Rhode Island, and Richmond, Virginia, 
then in January, 1943, was assigned to the destroyer 
USS Kearney. H e went on a shakedown cruise to 
Trinidad, British W est Indies, also to Recife, Brazil, 
and a t the latter port was assigned to destroyer Repair
12. In May he was transferred to Fernando de Nor- 
ohua, an island off South America, where he was on 
duty as a motor machinist’s mate. He came back to 
Miami, Florida, in June, 1945, was based at Jack
sonville, Florida, and finally discharged a t Boston, 
December 18, 1945.

L t . ( j .  g.) N e l s o n  M a r c u s  S t i n s o n  — Lieutenant 
Stinson is the son of Clement and Edith (Gutterson) 
Stinson of Milford, born here May 28, 1922, and a 
graduate of Milford High School in 1941.

He was employed a t the Portsmouth Navy Yard 
when he enlisted in the Naval Air Corps October 31,
1942, at Boston, reporting for duty February 9,
1943. He was sent to Kimball Union Academy, 
Meriden, New Hampshire, then w ent to Chapel Hill 
in North Carolina, for pre-flight training.

He had flight training at Olathe, Kansas, and 
Pensacola, Florida, and on March 31, 1944, received 
his commission as ensign, and his wings on April 4. 
Sent to Glencove Springs, Florida, he had opera

tional training in fighters in October and further 
specialized training in night flying and radar at 
Quonset Point, Rhode Island.

He left for Hawaii in May, 1945, and was stationed 
at Barbers Point, Oahu, where he continued training 
as night fighter. In September he boarded the 
aircraft carrier Bon Homme Richard.

He was based at the Alameda, California, Naval 
Air Station in October. In January he was sent to 
Corpus Christi, Texas, as flight instructor. In July, 
1946, he was released from active duty and placed 
in the officers’ reserve.

R u s s e l l  S t a r k  S t i n s o n ,  SC 3 /c  — Russell Stinson, 
the son of Clement and Edith (Gutterson) Stinson, 
was born in Milford on October 30, 1920, and grad
uated from Milford High School in 1939. He was 
working for the French and Heald Furniture Com
pany when he enlisted September 9, 1942, at 
Manchester, New Hampshire. He was trained at 
Newport, Rhode Island, then w ent to the Boston 
Section Base where he boarded the Ammunition 
Barge YF 525 as seaman. After a few months he 
returned to Boston to be assigned to the minesweeper 
USS Hawk on which he served four months. He next 
went to Pier 92 in New York harbor where he be
came cook on the USS Sassaba.

He worked on a salvage tug at the Amphibious 
Training Base at Little Creek, Virginia, and in Guan
tanamo Bay, Cuba, then returned to Miami, Florida, 
to Charleston, South Carolina, and then to Staten 
Island, New York, after which he concluded his 
services at the submarine base at New London, Con
necticut, with duty aboard the Sassaba in salvage 
and towing work. He was discharged at Boston 

58 1946.
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WINSTON H. STINSON WALLACE L. STITHAM WILLIAM R. STITHAM

W i n s t o n  H e r b e r t  S t i n s o n , EM 2 /c  — Born in Mil
ford November 15, 1923, and graduating from the 
high school in 1942, Winston Herbert Stinson, son 
of Clement and Edith (Gutterson) Stinson of Milford, 
was working at the French and Heald Company 
when he enlisted in the Navy at Manchester, New 
Hampshire, January 18, 1943.

He went to Newport, Rhode Island, and then for 
electrical training to Naval Mine Warfare School at 
Yorktown, Virginia, and later went to Little Creek, 
Virginia. In December, 1943, he was in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, where he boarded the mine
sweeper 406 and went on a shakedown cruise along 
the Atlantic Coast. In March, 1944, he left Norfolk, 
Virginia, for England, went to Falmouth and Ply
mouth, and was in the invasion of France at Cher
bourg on D-Day, June 6, 1944. He was also engaged 
in mine sweeping operations off the French coast 
for several months until the ship was decommissioned 
and given to the Norwegians. He served with the 
rating of electrician’s mate second class.

He returned to New York City in June, 1945, and 
after being based at Boston, Little Creek, and New
port, was discharged at Boston April 4, 1946.

★

S e r g e a n t  W a l l a c e  L e s t e r  S t i t h a m  — Military 
police work and the guarding of German prisoners 
of war proved to be the lot of Sergeant Stitham who 
left his work at French and Heald to enter the Army 
at Manchester, New Hampshire, February 22, 1943. 
He is the son of Harry L. and Elizabeth (Connelly) 
Stitham of Milford and was born at Nashua, New 
Hampshire, May 22, 1924. He graduated from Mil
ford High School in 1942.

Sergeant Stitham received military police training 
at Fort Riley, Kansas, went to Fort Lawton, W ash
ington, and left for Alaska in July, 1943. At Anchor
age he was assigned to the 761st Military Police 
Battalion, Company A, and sent to Juneau for regular 
duty. He was engaged in guarding Army and civilian 
installations with patrol duty on the waterfront and

at outposts. His outfit won a unit citation for out
standing service.

He was hospitalized and sent back to the United 
States in February, 1944, but shortly afterward was 
sent to Camp Patrick Henry in Virginia to guard 
prisoners of war. He interrogated German prisoners 
and transported them under guard to various parts 
of the country, until he was discharged a t Fort 
George G. Meade in Maryland March 12, 1946.

He married Beverly Caswell of Milford.

★

W i l l i a m  R u s s e l l  S t i t h a m ,  W T 3 /c  —A son of 
Harry L. and Edith (Connolly) Stitham of Milford, 
born in Manchester, New Hampshire, March 6, 1923, 
William Stitham graduated from Milford High 
School in 1941. He was working at the Pratt and 
W hitney Corporation in Hartford, Connecticut, when 
he enlisted in the Navy August 10, 1942, a t Man
chester.

After training at Newport, Rhode Island, and 
Sampson, New York, he went aboard the destroyer 
Black for a shakedown cruise which took him to the 
British W est Indies and Portland, Maine, and then 
back to Norfolk, Virginia.

He sailed from San Diego, California, for Pearl 
Harbor in early November, 1943, and after a brief 
hospitalization there boarded the destroyer Morris, 
and immediately went into the Marshall Islands in
vasion. He was in the raid on the Palau Islands, 
then the Hollandia invasion at New Guinea, followed 
by the lesser attacks on Biak, Wadke, Noemfoor, 
Sansapor and Morotai. This was followed by the 
invasions of Leyte Gulf and of Lingayen Gulf.

At the invasion of Okinawa his ship was hit by 
a Japanese suicide plane April 6, 1945, which sent 
the ship into harbor for repairs for the next forty-one 
days. He served as a watertender third class.

Stitham returned to the United States for transfer 
to the USS Shipley Bay, a troop transport, on which 
he served until discharged at Boston, January 11,
1946.
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C LIFFO RD  P. STONE ARLO L. STURTEVANT HARVEY W. STURTEVANT

S g t . C l i f f o r d  P a u l  S t o n e  — The son of Frances 
(Davis) Havelock, formerly of Milford, now of 
Southboro, Massachusetts, Clifford Stone was born 
in Presque Isle, Maine, October 11, 1924. He came 
to Milford in 1939 and attended Milford High School 
for two years.

Up to the time he was sworn in the Army a t Man
chester April 8, 1943, he was employed a t the Hing- 
ham  Shipyard in Hingham, Massachusetts.

After Fort Devens he w ent to Camp Blanding in 
Florida and was assigned to the 66th Infantry Divi
sion. In October he w ent to Camp Robinson, Arkan
sas, and passed cadet examinations and was trans
ferred to Amarillo, Texas, and qualified for pilot. 
He started pilot training at Lemoore Field, Cali
fornia, bu t in April, 1944, cadet training was stopped 
and he was transferred to the 89th Division, 354th 
Infantry Regiment, and sent to H unter Ligget Field 
in California for maneuvers.

After a short stay at Camp Butner in North Caro
lina, Sergeant Stone w ent to France, and was in the 
Battle of the Bulge, near the Moselle River. He 
was there on V-E Day.

H e was discharged in March, 1946.

★

A r l o  L o y a l  S t u r t e v a n t , AMM 3 / c —Born in W ash
ington, New Hampshire, on September 11, 1922, 
Sturtevant attended school there and in Antrim, New 
Hampshire, and was employed at the A bbott Com
pany in the latter town when he enlisted in the Navy. 
He was sworn in at Manchester, New Hampshire, 
March 31, 1941, and was immediately sent to Nor
folk, Virginia.

He received training in the Aviation Machinists’ 
School at Jacksonville, Florida, and was next based 
a t Corpus Christi, Texas. In April, 1944, he w ent to 
Shoemaker, California, and left soon after for Hono
lulu where he was in the A and R Shop at the Naval 
Air Station at Kaneohe Bay, until entering the hos
pital a t Aiea Heights in December, 1945. He was

sent back to the United States the next February 
and became a patient at the Brooklyn Naval Hospital 
in Brooklyn, New York.

Sturtevant again entered active duty a t Boca 
Chica Field, Key W est, Florida, August 27, 1946, 
and was there until sent to Jacksonville for his dis
charge on March 30, 1947.

He is the son of Loyal and the late Ella (McKay) 
Sturtevant of Milford. On May 9, 1943, at Corpus 
Christi, Texas, he married Marion Sullivan of An- 
sonia, Connecticut.

★

T /5  H a r v e y  W e b s t e r  S t u r t e v a n t  — After receiv
ing special instruction in cave fighting, Harvey 
Sturtevant w ent to Okinawa where he was assigned 
to the 381st Infantry Regiment, Company E, 96th 
Division. He was in severe action between May 12th 
and June 1, 1945, and was wounded on the latter 
date for which he received the Purple H eart Award.

After treatm ent in the 115th Naval Hospital on 
Guam he went to Saipan where he was assigned to 
the 111th Infantry Regiment. He was on occupa
tion duty at Peleliu for about a month when he went 
again to Saipan, this time to be assigned to the 
738th Anti-Aircraft Gun Battalion, Battery A. 
There he went to the Cooks and Bakers School, was 
transferred to the 865th and later to the 752nd Bat
talion, and returned with the latter to Oakland, 
California. He was discharged at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey, August 27, 1946.

Sturtevant, after graduation from Milford High 
School in 1944, had been employed by George Sears, 
poultryman, when he entered the Army at Man
chester September 22, 1944. He went to Fort 
Devens, then to Fort McLellan, Alabama, Fort Old, 
California, and Fort Lawton, Washington, before 
leaving for Hawaii in February, 1945.

He is the son of Loyal C. and the late Ella (Mc
Kay) Sturtevant, of Milford, and was born in Antrim, 
New Hampshire, February 4, 1926. He came to 
Milford in 1940.
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EDWARD R. SULLIVAN HELEN A. SULLIVAN JOHN R. SULLIVAN

P f c . E d w a r d  R o b e r t  S u l l i v a n  — Edward Sullivan 
was born in Milford on April 1, 1921. He is the son of 
Delia (Varley) Sullivan and the late Joseph Sulli
van of Wilton, New Hampshire. He attended Mil
ford schools and was employed by the Hume Pipe 
Company in Merrimack, New Hampshire, when he 
entered the Army, being sworn in at Manchester 
October 6, 1942.

First to Fort Devens, then to Camp Edison, Fort 
Monmouth, New Jersey, Sullivan proceeded to 
Camp Wood in New Jersey to attend the Signal 
School there. In February, 1943, he was at Drew 
Field, Florida, assigned to various units but mostly 
with the 569th Battalion under the 16th Fighter 
Command.

In January, 1944, he was sent with the 16th Fight
er Command to be based at Camp Pinedale, Cali
fornia. He was discharged at Grenier Field, Man
chester, October 6, 1945.

★

H e l e n  A g n e s  S u l l i v a n , SK 1 /c  — Miss Sullivan was 
born in Milford May 21, 1923, daughter of Mrs. 
Delia (Varley) Sullivan and the late Joseph Sullivan 
of Wilton. She graduated from Milford High School 
in 1941. She was an auditing clerk in the Singer 
Interstate Agency at Elizabeth, New Jersey, when 
she enlisted in the WAVES in New York City Sep
tember 17, 1943.

She received boot training at Hunter College in 
New York City, and then went to Dallas, Texas, to 
be based and was issuing parachutes in the Opera
tions Department. In December, 1943, she was 
transferred to Mess Detail and later returned to the 
Operations Department. Her last assignment was in

the Commissary Department as personnel store
keeper, where she became storekeeper third class. 
She was discharged at the Naval Separation Center, 
Memphis, Tennessee, May 16, 1946, as storekeeper 
first class.

She married Charles O. Stiles, of Carthage, 
Arkansas, on June 24, 1945.

★

J o h n  R o b e r t  S u l l i v a n , RdM 3 / c -  John Sullivan, 
shortly after he enlisted, was stricken with pneumonia 
while in boot training at Sampson, New York, and 
was hospitalized for some three months.

Recovering, he went to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
for radar training, had more of the same at Newport, 
Rhode Island, and was assigned to the carrier USS 
Princeton, as radarman third class.

There was a shakedown cruise to Guantanamo 
Bay and Havana, Cuba, after which the ship was 
assigned to the 8th Fleet and did further work in 
the Caribbean.

An outstanding event was when the ship was as
signed to carry the body of Manuel Quezon back 
to the Philippines, from Norfolk, Virginia. Sullivan 
was aboard the ship as far as San Diego, California, 
then came east for discharge at Boston, July 10,
1946.

He is the son of Edward F. and the late Myrtle 
(Royal) Sullivan of Amesbury, Massachusetts, and 
was born in Newburyport, Massachusetts, April 4, 
1927. He attended school in both Amesbury and 
Newburyport, and came to Milford in 1944 to reside 
with his sister, Mrs. Charles Naimie. He was work
ing at the Abbott Worsted Company in Wilton, New 
Hampshire, when he enlisted in the Navy at Man
chester January 22, 1945.
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JOSEPH V. SULLIVAN FRED ER IC L. TALBOT MARION R. TALBOT

P f c . J o s e p h  V a r l e y  S u l l i v a n  — Private Sullivan 
w ent overseas in February, 1942, with the 197th 
Coast Artillery Anti-Aircraft Battalion and saw his 
first active duty with the security guard at Perth, 
and then Townsville, in Australia, where he was 
stationed for four months. He next w ent to Iron 
Range, at Cape York, and while there his unit was 
attached to the 19th Bomb Group, a B-17 unit.

His battalion being divided up, he was assigned 
to the lllO th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion, Bat
tery A, and he w ent on to Milne Bay in New Guinea. 
He was there for a year and then w ent to Hollandia 
to prepare for the invasion of the Philippines.

He landed on Leyte October 24, 1944, and was 
in action there. His next campaign found him at 
Luzon on January 29, 1945. He was discharged at 
F ort Devens on May 28, 1945.

Sullivan was sworn in January 6, 1941, and was 
based at Camp Hulen in Texas with the 197th Coast 
Artillery for his first training, then w ent to McDill 
Field in Florida, then East Patterson, New Jersey, 
and finally to Fort Dix, New Jersey, before going 
overseas.

He is the son of Delia (Varley) Sullivan and the 
late Joseph Sullivan of Wilton New Hampshire, born 
in Milford October 19, 1914. He attended the Mil
ford schools, and was employed at the Hillsborough 
Mills in Milford when he entered the Army.

★

1 s t . S g t . F r e d e r i c  L a R o y  T a l b o t —Sergeant Talbot 
was born in Milford August 12, 1917. He is the son of 
Hazel (Perkins) and the late Carl W. Talbot, and 
graduated from Milford High School in 1935.

Enlisting in the Marine Corps April 20, 1938, he 
had training at Parris Island, South Carolina, then 
served aboard the cruiser Honolulu in the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans.

Returning to the United States in May, 1941, he 
was successively at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, New
port, Rhode Island, the Philadelphia Navy Yard, and 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

In October, 1943, he went to Noumea, New Cal
edonia, in the 21st Replacement Battalion, assigned 
to administrative work with the 1st Marine Amphibi
ous Corps. He also served at Guadalcanal, Russell 
Islands, Benika, Eniwetok, Ulithi and Okinawa. He 
returned to the United States in November, 1945.

In May, 1946, Sergeant Talbot re-enlisted for 
three years.

★

S g t . M a r i o n  R u t h  T a l b o t  -  Daughter of Hazel 
(Perkins) Talbot and the late Carl W. Talbot of 
Milford, born here July 15, 1920, Marion Talbot en
listed in the United States Marine Corps.

Sworn in at Boston March 12, 1943, she received 
boot training at H unter College, New York City, 
then went to the Aviation Machinist School at Mem
phis, Tennessee, where she was promoted to private 
first class.

In October, 1943, she was stationed a t Cherry 
Point, North Carolina, as aviation machinist. She was 
one of 10 girls in the entire Marine Corps given 
orders to fly as co-pilot and navigator.

She received her discharge at Cherry Point Sep
tember 26, 1945.

After her graduation from Milford High School 
in 1938, she attended the New Hampshire School of 
Accounting and Finance at Manchester, graduating 
in 1939. After this she worked for the W estern Elec
trical Instrument Company as instrument repairer 
and maker, at Somerville, Massachusetts.

In May, 1947, she married Albert G. Martin, Jr., 
of Milton, Massachusetts.
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EDWARD A. TARBELL, JR. KENNETH E. TAYLOR ALLISON TETLOW

S / S g t . E d w a r d  A l b e r t  T a r b e l l ,  Jr. — Trained in 
aerial gunnery and as an aerial photographer follow
ing his enlistment at Manchester February 19, 1943, 
Edward Tarbell served at Greensboro, North Caro
lina; in the Armament School at Lowry Field, 
Colorado, and at Fort Myers in Florida. After grad
uating from the aerial gunnery school September 30 
he was sent to Barksdale Field, Louisiana, then to 
Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma, where he was trained 
in aerial photography and became a member of a 
B-24 crew.

In August, 1945, he went to Salinas Army Air 
Base, California, and the next month left for Nadzab, 
New Guinea. He went to Guam in October, then 
was transferred the next month to Manila. He was 
next sent to Tschikawa, Japan, and later to Irum- 
agawa, where he worked in the photography labora
tory of the 8th Photo Technical Squadron. He 
returned to the United States at Seattle, W ashing
ton, to be discharged at Fort Devens on April 12,
1946.

Tarbell is the son of Edward A. and Maude 
(W hitford) Tarbell of Milford, born here September 
13, 1925. He graduated from Milford High School 
in 1943. On January 4, 1945, he married Helen 
Maruhugh of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Tarbell re-enlisted September 19, 1947.

★

P r i v a t e  K e n n e t h  E d w a r d  T a y l o r  — Private Taylor 
spent the greater part of his war-time service with 
the military police and in guarding prisoners of war.

He is the son of Charles A. and Mabel (Todd) 
Taylor of Milford, born here January 12, 1927. He 
graduated from Milford High School in 1945. He 
was sworn into the Army at Manchester July 10, 
1945, and soon after went to Camp Croft in South

Carolina, for basic training. In September he went 
to Camp Seibert, Alabama, and was assigned to 
military police service, going to Birmingham, Ala
bama, for regular duty.

For a time he was at the induction station as file 
clerk, at Fort McLellan, Alabama, and then was 
transferred to the duty of guarding prisoners of war 
at that camp. He also served as prisoner of war 
guard at Fort Benning, Georgia.

His final assignment was at Fort Monmouth, New 
Jersey, where he was attached to the Headquarters 
Signal Company, and later assigned to Company 11 
as runner and in charge of quarters.

He was discharged at Fort Monmouth December 
27, 1946.

★

C h i e f  A l l i s o n  T e t l o w  —  Chief W ater Tender Tet- 
low had served for twenty years in the Navy, going 
to all parts of the world, when he was called into 
active duty for W orld W ar II on May 20, 1941. His 
first enlistment had been on May 6, 1907, and he was 
aboard the USS Vermont until 1911. Then after a 
year on the USS Paterson he returned to the Vermont, 
on which he served until 1915.

W hen W orld W ar II began he was employed at 
the Gault Heating Company in Milford. Born in 
Chelsea, Massachusetts, February 16, 1887, son of 
the late Thomas E. and the late Emma (Hammond) 
Tetlow of Chelsea, he had come to reside in Milford 
in 1940. He married W inifred McGuinness on No
vember 29, 1912.

In W orld W ar II he served as instructor with the 
rating of chief water tender, attached to the Eastern 
Sea Frontier at Headquarters, First Naval District, 
Boston, from May 31, 1942, and was discharged Feb
ruary 11, 1946.
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W ILLIAM  A. THOM PSON PH ILIP  F. TORTORELLI VINCENT J. TORTORELLI

W i l l i a m  A r c h i b a l d  T h o m p s o n , BM 2 / c  — William 
Thompson was born in Boston on December 21, 
1918, son of the late Ernest and the late Mary (Bal- 
com) Thompson of Wilton. He attended school in 
W ilton and came to Milford to reside in 1938, at 
which time he married Evelyn LaPonsie of Milford, 
on July 2, 1938.

H e left the employ of the American Type Founders 
in Fitchburg, Massachusetts, to be sworn in at Man
chester, New Hampshire, January 29, 1944, and was 
immediately sent to Sampson, New York, for boot 
training.

In May, 1944, after a short stay a t San Diego, 
California, he w ent to Pearl Harbor, where he was 
assigned to duty aboard the destroyer tender Pied
mont. In June and July he was a t the Marshall 
Islands, and then at Manus, Admiralty Islands, 
where he was on ship repair work for four months.

Later came work at Ulithi Island and then on 
Samar in the Philippines and Eniwetok Island in the 
Marshall Group. At the latter place his ship was 
assigned to Task Force 31 to participate in the initial 
landing and occupation of the Tokyo Bay Area.

He was on occupational duty at Yokosuka, Japan, 
until returning to the United States in November, 
1945, and was discharged at Boston December 23,
1945.

★

T /4  P h i l i p  F r a n c i s  T o r t o r e l l i  — Born in Milford 
July 2, 1916, son of Joseph and M argaret (Sullivan) 
Tortorelli of Milford, now of Quincy, Massachusetts, 
Philip Tortorelli attended the Milford schools, Austin 
Cate Academy at Center Strafford, New Hampshire, 
and two years at the University of New Hampshire.

He was sworn into the Army April 9, 1945, and

was trained at Camp Croft, North Carolina; Camp 
Gordon, Georgia; Fort Ord in California.

Leaving Fort Lawton, Washington, for Japan on 
October 25, 1945, he went via Nagoya to Wakayama, 
assigned to the 54th Evacuation Hospital (Dispen
sary Motor Pool). In March, 1946, he went to Osaka, 
to the 98th Field Hospital, in which unit he was 
supply sergeant. The next June he was transferred 
to the 13th General Hospital, and assigned to the 
Adjutant’s Office.

He returned to Fort Dix in New Jersey and was 
discharged October 23, 1946.

Before his war service, he married Ethel Griffin 
of Auburn, New Hampshire, on January 25, 1940, 
and he was employed at the Hingham, Massachu
setts, shipyard.

★

V i n c e n t  J o s e p h  T o r t o r e l l i , Y 2 /c  — Tortorelli was 
in the service of the United States before World War 
II, having enlisted in the Army on June 8, 1938, 
and attained the rank of sergeant before his dis
charge on June 24, 1941. Enlisting in the Coast 
Guard on October 1, 1941, he served aboard the 
Alexander Hamilton until January 29, 1942.

He was land based for a considerable time at the 
PI 'tel Gresham in Boston but in the summer of 1945 
he went to the Pacific area on the USS Moherly.

Yeoman Tortorelli was discharged at Boston on 
October 1, 1946.

Son of Joseph and Margaret (Sullivan) Tortorelli 
of Milford, now of Quincy, Massachusetts, he was 
born in Milford on September 27, 1919, and attended 
Milford schools.

On April 25, 1943, he married Mary Jennings of
South Boston.
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HARRY W. TOSTEVIN WESTON E. P. TROMBLY FRANK L. TUCKER

T /5  H a r r y  W i l l i a m  T o s t e v i n  — Starting with 
training in artillery at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
Harry Tostevin then went to Camp Forrest, Tennes
see; El Paso, and Camp Bowie, Texas, as a truck 
driver in the 810th Tank Destroyer Battalion.

Serving as instructor for a time, he was with the 
Service Company, 362nd Infantry, 91st Division, at 
Camp Adair, Oregon. On April 12, 1944, he went 
from Camp Patrick Henry in Virginia, to Oran, 
Africa.

After amphibious training Tostevin went to 
Naples, Italy, and on July 4th with his outfit pro
ceeded north to contact the enemy on the Arno 
River north of Civitavecchia. He then went to 
Florence in the English sector. There was further 
fighting at the Gothic Line en route to Livergnano 
for winter encampment. W ounded in the knee on 
December 10, 1944, at Loiano, Tostevin received 
the Purple H eart Award.

In April of 1945 he participated in the drive 
through the Po Valley to Bologna, proceeding to 
Gorzia, near Trieste. Later he was transferred to 
Naples from where he sailed for home to be dis
charged at Fort Devens, September 17, 1945.

He is the son of Harry and Edith (Bills) Tostevin, 
formerly of Milford, now of Nashua. He was born 
September 14, 1919, in Victoria, British Columbia. 
He came to Milford with his parents soon after birth 
and graduated from Milford High School in 1937. 
He married Emma Dodge of Milford and was em
ployed at the Nashua Gummed and Coated Paper 
Company in Nashua when he entered the Army.

★

P f c . W e s t o n  E u g e n e  T r o m b l y  —  Private Trombly 
was born in East Barre, Vermont, February 1, 1918, 
son of Ectus J. and Josephine (Bisson) Trombly, and 
came to Milford in 1921.

He was operating a farm in Milford when he was 
sworn in at Manchester June 13, 1945.

He went from Fort Devens to Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri, for basic training in the Engineers Train
ing Battalion. He then was assigned to the 38th 
Battalion, Company B, 4th Platoon, and attended the 
Cooks and Bakers School for eight, weeks. His next 
shift was to Fort Francis E. W arren in Wyoming and 
then for some three months he was a baker at Fort 
Jackson in South Carolina.

Private Trombly was next assigned to the 777th 
Quartermaster Corps and sent to Corrazelle, Panama. 
He returned to the United States in July, 1946, and 
served a short time at Fort Dix, New Jersey, and 
Camp Lee, Virginia. He was discharged at Fort 
Meade, Maryland, August 13, 1946.

He married Mildred Welch of Mont Vernon on 
October 12, 1940.

★

P v t . F r a n k  L e s l i e  T u c k e r  — Tucker served about 
a year in service during the war and re-enlisted for 
three years upon his discharge at Mitchel Field, Long 
Island, New York, in 1946. He is now in the Air 
Corps. He was sent to Panama and then Galapagos 
Island, South America, where he is now stationed.

He is the son of William J. and Susie (Robinson) 
Tucker of Milford, born in Boston January 7, 1927. 
He attended school in Winthrop, Massachusetts, and 
Amherst, New Hampshire, before coming to Milford 
in 1944.

Sworn in March 30, 1945, his basic training was 
at Fort Devens in the Special Training Unit, Com
pany B. He was next at Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
as air crew ground mechanic, and followed this 
work at Kelley Field, Texas. His final assignment 
was to Mitchel Field, New York, where he worked 
on transportation, until his discharge.
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HARRY E. TURNER CARL R. ULRICSON JOHN R. ULRICSON

C h i e f  H a r r y  E l m e r  T u r n e r  -  Chief Electrician’s 
Mate Turner participated in the historic Iwo Jima 
campaign of February, 1945, in which his conduct 
won him the Bronze Star Medal for distinguished 
service. He was later in the invasion of Okinawa.

The son of Lucy (Brown) Turner and the late 
Harry G. Turner of Milford, he graduated from Mil
ford High School in 1932 and attended night school 
a t W entworth Institute in Boston, for a year. He 
was employed on electrical work for the Public 
Service Company of New Hampshire when he en
listed in the Navy at M anchester on January 25, 
1943.

He had boot training at Newport, Rhode Island; 
amphibious training at Little Creek, Virginia, and 
then served as an electrician aboard ship on LCTs 
(landing craft, tanks) operating off the coast of 
Florida, in the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic 
Ocean.

He entered the Gyro-Compass School in Brooklyn, 
New York, in July, 1944, after which he was sent to 
Portland, Oregon, and was assigned to the LCS 54 
on which he went to Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.

Then came the actions at Iwo Jima and Okinawa, 
and a visit to San Pedro Bay in the Philippines, be
fore returning to the United States and discharge at 
Boston October 30, 1945.

He married Barbara Cheever of Wilton, New 
Hampshire, on June 30, 1940.

S g t . C a r l  R u s s e l l  U l r i c s o n  — Sergeant Ulricson 
left the United States December 13, 1942, for Casa
blanca, North Africa. He was at Tunisia and Bizerte 
and on July 10, 1943, w ent to Sicily for the invasion 
there at Licata and Palermo.

He was returned to Tideworth, England, in prep
aration for the invasion of Normandy on D-Day, in 
which he served with the 66th Armored Regiment 
as wrecker-driver in M aintenance Company, 2nd 
Armored Division.

He was in the Battle of St. Lo in France and then 
in the Seine River Campaign in Belgium. He pro
ceeded through Holland and then into Germany 
and took part in the battle of Aachen, the Siegfried

Line, the Battle of the Rhineland and the Elbe River 
fighting.

Ulricson was discharged at Fort Devens, on June 
13, 1945.

He is the son of Carl J. and Ida (Russell) Ulric
son of Worcester, Massachusetts, where he was born 
March 29, 1919. He came to Milford to live with 
his aunt, Mrs. John Ulricson, in 1926, and was em
ployed by David W hiting and Sons, Inc., of Wilton 
when he entered the Army January 6, 1941.

C o l o n e l  J o h n  R u s s e l l  U l r i c s o n  — A W est Point 
graduate, Colonel Ulricson commanded the 363rd 
Fighter Group flying from air bases in England from 
December, 1943, to May, 1944. He then went to 
9th Air Force Headquarters in England and served 
there and in France and Luxembourg through Jan
uary, 1945.

Ulricson is the son of the late Grace (Jennison) 
Ulricson and the late John A. Ulricson. He was born 
in Milford on June 20, 1914, and graduated from 
Milford High School in 1931. He attended the Uni
versity of New Hampshire from 1931 to 1933, then 
w ent to W est Point, receiving his commission June 
12, 1937.

He took pilot training and received his wings 
October 5, 1938. At Albrook Field in the Canal 
Zone, he commanded the 28th Fighter Squadron, 
37th Fighter Group, from September, 1940, to 
March, 1942.

In March, 1943, he organized and commanded the 
363rd Fighter Group in Oakland, California. With 
the 9th Air. Force, he served in Normandy, Central 
and Eastern France and Luxembourg, until January,
1945. From February, 1945, to September, 1945, 
he served with the 29th Tactical Air Command in 
Holland and Germany.

He returned to this country for re-assignment in 
August, 1946. For his accomplishments in Europe 
and Latin America, he received the Legion of Merit, 
Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Order of 
the Condor (Bolivia), French Croix de Guerre and 
Belgian Croix de Guerre, each with palm.

Colonel Ulricson married Mary Jo Stalsburg of 
El Paso on October 25, 1941, at Ancon, Panama.
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CESARE VANETTI NAPOLEON G. VIGNEAULT ANTONIO VILLANE

P f c . C e s a r e  V a n e t t i  — Private Vanetti was sworn 
in the Army at Manchester September 22, 1944, and 
had preliminary training at Fort McLellan, Alabama, 
and Fort Ord in California.

He left San Francisco February 22, 1945, for New 
Guinea in a casual company. He was at Hollandia 
and Finschhafen, then in March went to Leyte, 
where he was assigned to the 164th Americal Divi
sion. In April he went to Cebu, assigned to the rear 
of the commandos, then to Negros Island, where he 
entered action as bazooka man in the infantry.

He returned to Cebu in July, then went to Yoko
hama, Japan, the last of August, attached to the 
1st Infantry Division. He was sent to Tokyo on 
inventory work and also was attached to the 495th 
Military Police Escort Guards. Returning, he was 
discharged on February 9th at Fort Devens.

He was the recipient of the Combat Infantry 
Badge.

Private Vanetti is the son of Vittorio Vanetti and 
the late Isolina (Cherina) Vanetti of Milford. He 
was born here November 28, 1918, and attended the 
Milford schools. He was employed at the French 
and Heald Company when he entered the Army.

He married Delia Beaubien of Brookline, New 
Hampshire, on December 2, 1939.

★

N a p o l e o n  G e o r g e  V i g n e a u l t , MoMM 1 /c  — A 
native of Worcester, Massachusetts, the son of the 
late John and the late Julia (McCrea) Vigneault of 
Milford, Vigneault came to Milford to reside in 1920 
but had moved to Franklin, Massachusetts, by 1939 
and was residing there when he entered the Navy.

His boot training was at Bainbridge, Maryland, 
after being sworn in at Manchester December 15,
1943. He was sent to the Philadelphia Navy Yard 
and spent some eight months as interpreter on French 
submarines.

Next came instruction on patrol torpedo boats at 
Melville, Rhode Island, whereupon he was assigned

to the USS Antigone, patrol repair ship AGP 16, 
as motor machinist’s mate.

He was sent to Okinawa, where he was on patrol 
torpedo work until he returned to the United States. 
He was discharged at Boston January 30, 1946.

He is married to Elizabeth Hood of Franklin, 
Massachusetts.

★

T / S g t . A n t o n i o  V i l l a n e  — Villane saw extended 
service as an air corps radio operator in Panama 
and South America during his enlistment and was 
preparing for service in the Pacific when V-J Day 
arrived.

He was employed by the Hollingsworth and W hit
ney Paper Company in Mobile, Alabama, when he 
entered the Army Air Corps at Fort McClellan on 
May 9, 1942, in Alabama. Previously he had had a 
year of business law at the Murphy Technical School 
in Mobile.

He reported for his first training at Fort McPher
son, Georgia, then went to Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
had radio training at Salt Lake City, Utah, and 
finally radio and gunnery training at the State Col
lege at Pullman, Washington.

He had a month of flying as radio operator about 
Boise, Idaho, and New Orleans, Louisiana, and he 
was prepared for duty in Panama and South America, 
leaving New Orleans on February 7, 1943.

He was stationed successively at Rio Hato, then at 
David, Panama; Talara, Peru; and Salinas, Ecuador, 
on submarine patrol duty with the 6th Air Force, 3rd 
Bomb Squadron.

Returning to the United States in February, 1945, 
he was sent to Walla Walla, Washington, to prepare 
for Pacific duty, but got only as far as Ephrata, W ash
ington, when V-J Day came and he was discharged 
at Drew Field, Florida, October 14, 1945.

He is the son of Michael and Angelina (Carouso) 
Villane of Milford, born here April 29, 1913. He 
attended the Milford schools. He married Josephine 
Williams of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, on January 30, 
1942.
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SAM J. VILLANE DONALD

S / S g t . S a m  J o h n  V i l l a n e  -  Villane was born in 
Milford September 20, 1916, the son of Michael 
and Angelina (Carouso) Villane. He graduated from 
Milford High School in 1936 and was employed at 
the French and Heald Company as a truck driver 
when he entered the Army at Manchester March 25,
1941.

He was based at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for 
training in communications, then a t Camp Blanding, 
Florida, for radio. He was in the Louisiana Man
euvers and then had further training at Fort Jack
son, South Carolina; Camp Gruber, Oklahoma; Camp 
Bowie, Texas; Camp Hood, Texas; Camp Phillips, 
Kansas; maneuvers in Tennessee; Camp Campbell, 
Kentucky, and Camp Breckenridge, Kentucky.

On May 30, 1944, Villane left w ith the 825th Tank 
Destroyer Battalion for Scotland, and remained 
there until he crossed the Channel to Utah Beach, 
in France, w ith the 3rd Army, on July 29, 1944.

He w ent up through France with the 3rd Army, 
to Verdun, was transferred to the 12th Army Group, 
and was engaged in guarding General Bradley’s 
headquarters until the Battle of the Bulge in Belgium 
in December, 1944. He was assigned to Reed s Task 
Force on the Moselle River at the time of the battle. 
He later fought through Germany and was in the 
mountainous area of central Germany at the end 
of the war.

He was discharged at Fort Devens on October 
5, 1945.

He married M argaret Young of Milford on March 
9, 1942.

★
D o n a l d  C h a r l e s  V o n  I d e r s t i n e  -  Enlisting in the 
M erchant Marine at Boston July 30, 1943, Von Ider
stine attended a graduate school at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, and then was assigned to the S.S. Elijah 
White.

He made many crossings of the Atlantic. First he 
went to Manchester, England, as fireman third class, 
and then to Swansea, England, as third cook on the
S.S. Pan Gulf. A third trip was m ade on the S.S. 
John McDonough.

He was in the landing on Omaha Beach, France, 
and was bombed by German planes.

C. VON IDERSTINE JAMES G. VON IDERSTINE

He made further trips to England and Wales, on 
the S.S. Noah Brown and as second cook on the
S.S. Fitzhugh Lee. On one passage of the North Sea 
his vessel was attacked by German E boats while 
at sea and by flying bombs while at Antwerp.

After bringing some troops back to America from 
Belgium, Von Iderstine was assigned to the S.S. Mayo 
Brothers as second pantry man and went to Naples, 
Italy, and Oran, North Africa, to bring back more 
troops. His last trip was as chief cook on the S.S. 
George W. Alther which took him to the Dominican 
Republic and to London.

H e returned to the United States May 14, 1946.
He is the son of Martin C. and Mary (McCready) 

Von Iderstine of Milford. He was bom in Brewster, 
New York, May 26, 1921, came to Milford to live 
in 1933, and graduated from Milford High School 
in 1940.

He married Rose Saraceno of Milford on April 
12, 1947.

★

S/ S g t . J a m e s  G i l l i s  V o n  I d e r s t i n e  -  Staff Sergeant 
Von Iderstine was in the Ordnance Department and 
for some eighteen months was engaged in shipping 
ammunition from Sharnbrook, England, to the 8th 
Air Force base there. He then moved to Colchester, 
England, for similar duty.

He was employed at the Abbott Machine Com
pany in Wilton when he was sworn in at Manchester 
August 17, 1942. He reported to Fort Devens, and 
was sent first to Fort Bragg in North Carolina and 
then to Fort Jackson in South Carolina. He received 
his ordnance training at Langley Field, Virginia, and 
was at Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia, when he re
ceived orders to go overseas in September, 1943, with 
the 1908th Ordnance Company (Ammunition Avia
tion). He was discharged November 3, 1945, at
Fort Devens.

He is the son of Martin C. and Mary (McCready) 
Von Iderstine of Milford, born in Brewster, New 
York, December 8, 1916. He came to Milford to 
reside in 1933 and attended the schools here.

He married Eleanor Robinson of Milford on Jan
uary 11, 1942.
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MARTIN R. VON IDERSTINE ROBERT VON IDERSTINE WILLIAM B. VON IDERSTINE

T / S g t . M a r t i n  R o b e r t  V o n  I d e r s t i n e  — Von Ider- 
stine entered the Army Air Corps and had training 
at St. Petersburg, and Miami in Florida and Seymour - 
Johnson Field m North Carolina, with the 1452nd 
Quartermaster Company.

He left New York early in December, 1943, and 
after a few months at Chelmsford, England, crossed 
the Channel July 7, 1944. He landed at Omaha 
Beach, France, with the 6th Service Squadron, 397th 
Bomb Group, and was attached to the 9th Air Force 
in which unit he was in charge of the gas and oil 
supply.

He saw service at Carentan and Dreux in France 
and later was transferred to the 482nd Air Service 
Group based at St. Quentin, France. He was in 
Venlo, Holland, on V-E Day but returned to St. 
Quentin and remained there until he came back to 
the United States. He was discharged at Fort 
Devens January 4, 1946.

The son of Martin C. and Mary (M cCready) Von 
Iderstine of Milford, he was born in Brewster, New 
York, June 10, 1920. He came to Milford in 1933 
and graduated from Milford High School in 1939.

At the time of his entrance into military service 
at Manchester September 8, 1942, he was employed 
by O. F. Winslow Company as a truck driver.

★

R o b e r t  V o n  I d e r s t i n e  — Leaving the employ of the 
Langdell Lumber Company in Milford, Robert Von 
Iderstine enlisted in the Merchant Marine on June 
26, 1945. He had preliminary training at Sheeps- 
head Bay, Brooklyn, New York, and then he went 
to Charleston, South Carolina, where he boarded a 
troop transport as messman for a shakedown cruise 
to Mexico.

In October, 1945, he left for LeHavre, France, 
returned, and then made another trip to Antwerp, 
Belgium. On the latter trip he was third cook of

the troop transport SS Rensselaer Victory. W hen he 
got back to the United States December 3, 1945, 
he was released from active duty.

He is the son of Martin C. and Mary (McCready) 
Von Iderstine of Milford, born in Brewster, New 
York, August 22, 1927. He came to live here in 1933 
and attended the Milford schools.

★

T / S g t . W i l l i a m  B e r n a r d  V o n  I d e r s t i n e  — As a 
rifleman in Company C, 165th Regiment, 27th In
fantry, Von Iderstine went through some of the 
heaviest fighting in the Pacific islands and was 
wounded.

He was in the invasion of the Gilbert Islands at 
Makin on D-Day in September, 1943, then in the 
invasion of the Marshall Islands at Kwajalein, then 
in the invasion of Saipan where he was severely 
wounded in the hand on July 7. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart Award and the Combat Infantry 
Badge.

Von Iderstine was taken to the 8th General Hos
pital in N ew ’Caledonia, then to the Letterman Gen
eral Hospital in San Francisco, next to the Lovell 
General Hospital at Fort Devens for two weeks and 
for the following ten months he was at Ashford Gen
eral Hospital in W est Virginia. He received his dis
charge at Cushing General Hospital in Framingham, 
Massachusetts, on August 29, 1946.

He is the son of Martin C. and Mary (McCready) 
Von Iderstine of Milford, born in Brewster, New 
York, November 14, 1918. He came here in 1933, 
and attended the Milford schools. He was employed 
at the Langdell Lumber Company when he entered 
the service at Manchester October 14, 1941.

He received his preliminary training at Fort 
Devens, Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, and at Fort 
Ord, California, before being sent to Hawaii in Feb
ruary, 1942.
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REGINALD G. WALKER, JR. CLAIRE M.

C o r p . R e g i n a l d  G u y  W a l k e r ,  J r . — Walker is the 
son of Reginald G. W alker and the late Edrie 
(Gouin) Walker of Nashua, where he was born 
December 5, 1924. He attended schools in Hudson 
and Ossipee, New Hampshire, until he came to Mil
ford to live with his aunt, Mrs. Claude Hammond.
He received a W ar Emergency Diploma from Mil
ford H igh School in 1943.

H e enlisted in the Regular Marine Corps January 
29, L943, and attended Radio Operator School at 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, receiving further 
training at the Field Signal School and Amphibian 
Tractor School at Oceanside, California.

He left California for New Caledonia in Decem
ber, 1943, and the following month was assigned to 
the 3rd Amphibious Tractor Battalion, then at 
Guadalcanal.

H e w ent into the invasion of Emirau Island, in 
the St. Matthias Group, then was with the first wave 
of Marines to land in Guam where he saw his hardest 
action in July, 1944. Transferred to Regimental 
W eapons Company of the 21st Marines, 3rd Division, 
he participated in the invasion of Iwo Jima in F eb
ruary, 1945.

He was discharged at Bainbridge, Maryland, De
cember 17, 1945.

His outfit received a Presidential Citation.

★

L i e u t , (j. g.) C l a i r e  M a r i e  W a l s h  —  Nurse Walsh 
is the daughter of Daniel and Bertha (Renard)
Walsh, formerly of Milford, now of Hingham, Mass
achusetts. She was born in Lawrence, Massachusetts,
April 5, 1920, and graduated from St. Mary’s High 
School there in 1936. The family w ent to Wilton in 
1937 where she took post graduate study at Wilton 
High School. The family came to Milford in 1939.

She received her nurse’s training at St. John s 
Hospital School of Nursing in Lowell, Massachu-

WALSH DANIEL J. WALSH

setts, graduating in 1941, after which she was on 
duty at Troy Hospital, Troy, New York, for about a 
year. Returning to Lowell, she enlisted in the Navy 
and went to the United States Naval Hospital at 
Norfolk, Virginia, for indoctrination January 2, 1944. 
From then on, until the present time she saw con
stant duty. She is still in the service.

She was sent to the Chelsea Naval Hospital in 
Massachusetts, and then to the Portsmouth Naval 
Hospital in New Hampshire. July 25, 1945, found 
her at the Naval Dispensary at the Naval Base in 
Philadelphia. Next came assignment to the Naval 
Hospital a t Seattle, Washington.

On March 18, 1947, she was sent to the Naval 
Hospital, Aiea Heights, Hawaii.

★

D a n i e l  J o h n  W a l s h ,  EM 1 /c  -  Daniel Walsh was 
born in Lawrence, Massachusetts, July 29, 1925, 
the son of Daniel P. and Bertha (Renaud) Walsh of 
Milford, now of Hingham, Massachusetts. He at
tended school in Lawrence and Wilton, New Hamp
shire, before coming to Milford in 1939. He gradu
ated from Milford High School in 1942.

He was employed at the Checkerboard Feed Store 
in Milford when he went to Manchester and enlisted 
in the Navy December 11, 1942.

He had boot training at Bainbridge, Maryland, 
and attended the electricians’ school there, after 
which he was sent to the Philadelphia Navy Yard.

He was assigned to the USS ATR7 (a repair ship) 
and operated from Newfoundland to Key West, 
Florida, until transferred about a year later to the 
USS Clytic, the mother ship for Submarine Squadron 
30. Aboard this ship he was based at Perth, Western 
Australia, until after V-J Day.

He returned to the United States and was dis
charged at New London, Connecticut, March 18,
1946.
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CLIFFORD J. F. WARREN JOHN A.

P v t . C l i f f o r d  J o s e p h  F r a n k  W a r r e n  — Private 
Warren participated in a Presidential Unit Citation 
for saving 18 lives at North Pickingham, England, 
while with the 1261st Military Police Company.

He is the son of Lena (W hitney) W halen of Pine 
Valley, Milford, and was born in Limerick, Maine,
August 11, 1924, coming to Milford the same year.

While working for the Nashua Manufacturing 
Company in Nashua, he enlisted December 7, 1942.
After Fort Devens, he went to Miami Beach, Florida, 
then to radio school at Madison, Wisconsin. In May,
1943, he went to gunnery school a t Laredo, Texas, 
then to Salt Lake City, Utah, as a replacement. He 
next had training for overseas duty at Denver, Col
orado.

He sailed for England November 27, 1943, with 
the 446th Bomb Group, 704th Bomb Squadron, and 
was at Bungay, Metfield, Pickingham and Horsham 
in England until sent to Merville, France, with the 
983rd Military Police Company. On April 14, 1945, 
he went to Chivers, Belgium.

He was discharged at Seymour Johnson Field,
North Carolina, October 15, 1945, after which he 
immediately re-enlisted.

★

C p l . J o h n  A n d r e w  W e l c h  — John Welch had been 
working as a truck driver at Grenier Field in Man
chester when he entered the service, and was sworn 
in November 24, 1942, at Manchester.

He reported for duty at Fort Devens on Decem
ber 8, and was sent to Camp Patrick Henry at 
Newport News, Virginia, for basic training. He was

W ELCH RUTH P. W ELCH

based there until he went to Fort Francis E. W arren 
in Wyoming in October to be assigned to the Quar
termaster Corps. He was discharged at the latter 
camp, November 24, 1944.

W elch is son of the late James and the late Mary 
(Boudreau) Welch of Mont Vernon, New Hamp
shire, and was born in Wakefield, Massachusetts, 
June 26, 1920. He came to Milford to live in April,
1942. He attended schools in Greenwood, Massa
chusetts, and at Mont Vernon, and graduated from 
Milford High School in 1939.

★

2 n d  L i e u t . R u t h  P r i s c i l l a  W e l c h  — Lieutenant 
W elch is the daughter of the late James H. and the 
late Mary (Boudreau) W elch of Mont Vernon, New 
Hampshire, born in Wakefield, Massachusetts, No
vember 21, 1923. She attended school in Mont 
Vernon and graduated from Milford High School in
1940.

She received nurse’s training at St. Joseph’s Hos
pital, Nashua, graduating in February, 1944. She 
remained there as graduate nurse until fall and then 
went to the Memorial Hospital a t Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island.

She enlisted in the Army Nurse Corps at Paw
tucket and received her indoctrination at Fort Devens 
beginning January 20, 1945.

Lieutenant W elch left for Honolulu in May, 1945, 
and was stationed at the 377th Station Hospital. She 
was married there on October 5, 1945, to 1st Ser
geant W. Kirk Stratton of Front Royal, Virginia.

Returning to the United States she was placed in 
the Officers’ Reserve December 4, 1945.
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THEODORE G. W ELLS CHARLES R. W H EELER DONALD W. W HEELER

P f c . T h e o d o r e  G o r d o n  W e l l s  -  Theodore Wells 
was born at Conway, Massachusetts, July 1, 1918, 
son of Charles E. and Lily (Tatro) Wells of Milford. 
He w ent to school in Marlborough, New Hampshire, 
and in Milford after he came here in 1929.

W hile employed by the Works Progress Adminis
tration, he was sworn into the Army at Manchester 
March 25, 1941, and reported to Fort Devens.

He w ent to Fort Bragg in North Carolina, for 
basic training, then to Louisiana and Texas for 
maneuvers, and later to Camp Blanding, Florida, 
where he was cook’s helper. For ten months he was 
based on the same work at Camp Shelby in Missis- 
sippi.

Going to Camp Iron Mountain, California, he was 
assigned to the 941st Field Artillery Battalion, Bat
tery B, and became a part of the light artillery gun 
crew of tha t battalion.

He left the United States for England March 24, 
1944, and on D  plus 6, June 12, 1944, w ent into 
action in France. He fought in the Battles of Nor
mandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes and 
Central Europe, and was a t Kassel on V-E Day.

He served on occupational duty until discharged 
at Fort Devens September 22, 1945.

★

S g t . C h a r l e s  R o g e r  W h e e l e r  — Sergeant Wheeler, 
who enlisted January 22, 1941, was at Fort Mon
mouth, New Jersey, and Fort McDowell, California, 
for a time and then in April w ent to Fort Shafter, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, w ith the 101st Signal Battalion, 
Headquarters Company, where he received radio and 
aerial gunnery training at Hickam Field.

July, 1942, saw him on his way to New Caledonia 
where he served on a B-24 as radioman and gunner, 
flying one mission over New Guinea. In April, 1943, 
he was in the initial attack on Saipan in the Mari
anas, and participated in the pre-invasion bombing 
of the airfields of Guam in August, 1944.

In February, 1945, he served as instructor in gun
nery and radio at Saipan and then returned, via 
Hawaii, to the United States February 19, 1945. He 
was at Fort Lewis, Washington, Chico, California, 
and Fort Missoule, Montana, before his discharge 
on October 18, 1945, at Fort Lewis.

He is the son of Charles A. and Hattie (Alger) 
W heeler of Milford. He was born in Amherst, New 
Hampshire, April 10, 1920, and came to Milford in 
1925. He attended the Milford schools and also the 
Long Island Institute of Agriculture in New York 
state. On March 10, 1945, he married Barbara Clark 
of Manchester.

★

P f c . D o n a l d  W i l l i a m  W h e e l e r  — After some two 
months with the 734th Field Artillery Battalion, 
Battery A, in England, Private W heeler landed on 
Utah Beach in France on August 18, 1944. The next 
day he was in action at Louvigne and then he fought 
through Rennes, Le Mans, Chartres, Orleans, Troyes, 
Toul, Nancy and Metz, in France.

He went up into Luxembourg and into the Battle 
of the Bulge at Bastogne. He then fought into Ger
many from Arlon and Trier, crossing the Rhine River 
at Goarshausen. His next action was through Eisen
ach, Hof, W eimar, Selb, and Pappengrum.

He was discharged at Fort Devens, January 16,
1946. His Army service dated from February 22,
1943. '

W heeler is the son of Ernest K. and Agnes (M a
honey) W heeler of Manchester, where he was born 
June 26, 1923. He graduated from high school in 
that city and came to Milford in December, 1941. 
He was working at the Socony station in Milford 
when he entered the Army.

He had training at Camp Maxey, Texas, and Camp 
Gruber, Oklahoma. While at Camp Gruber, on No
vember 5, 1943, he married Joan Hutchinson of Mil
ford, at Muskogee, Oklahoma.
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EDW IN J. W HEELER ELMER M. W HEELER KARL F. W HEELER

S g t . E d w i n  J a m e s  W h e e l e r  —  Sergeant W heeler is 
the son of Albert F. and Emigene (Perry) W heeler 
of Milford. He was born here March 8, 1918, and 
graduated from Milford High School in 1936.

He attended the University of New Hampshire 
and graduated there in 1940, and was working for 
the Eastern States Farmer’s Exchange at Claremont, 
New Hampshire, when he entered the service on 
June 26, 1942. He married Shirley E. Jewett of 
Milford, on May 10, 1942.

W heeler had preliminary training at Miami Beach, 
Florida; Fort Logan, Colorado; Patterson Field, 
Ohio; Springfield, Illinois; Albuquerque, New Mex
ico, at the latter place with the 43rd Repair Squad
ron, Air Depot Group.

He served as administrative non-commissioned 
officer and was made a corporal at Albuquerque on 
April 13, 1943, and sergeant July 23, 1943.

He received a medical discharge while a hospital 
patient at Albuquerque on October 29, 1943.

★
L i e u t . C o l . E l m e r  M o o r e  W h e e l e r  — Bom July 
11, 1907, at Milford, W heeler is the son of Albert 
F. and Emigene (Perry) W heeler of Milford. He 
graduated from Milford High School in 1926 and 
the University of New Hampshire in 1931. At the 
University of New Hampshire, he enlisted in the 
ROTC and was commissioned 2nd lieutenant in 
1930. He was called to active duty February 27,
1941.

Via Camp Shanks, New York, he left for England 
July 17, 1943, and was near Liverpool protecting 
the air depot. On June 11, 1944, he landed 
on Omaha Beach, Normandy, immediately entering 
into action. Then came Molay Air Strip, Cartigny, 
Baynes, Molses, St. Lo, the St. Sever Forest Supply 
Dump, and the crossing of the Seine twelve miles 
south of Paris. In September, he w ent to Namur, 
Belgium, to defend the Meuse-Sambre River bridges. 
He went into Luxembourg, defended the capital city, 
and was in command of the post in defense during 
the Bulge attack. In February, 1945, he moved 
forward through Bastogne, Malmedy, and St. Vith 
to Rotgen, Germany, to shell the enemy across the

Roer River. His outfit next defended the Ludendorff 
Bridge at Remagen on the Rhine, engaging enemy 
aircraft 75 times in nine days during some of the 
most spectacular air engagements in the war. On 
April 20th, he saw the end of the anti-aircraft oper
ations near Kassel, Germany.

W heeler received the Croix de Guerre with Silver 
Star and the Bronze Star Medal for the Seine Cross
ing. He also received personal commendations from 
General Hodges of the 1st Army, General Patton of 
the 3rd Army and General Timberlake of the 49th 
AAA Brigade, 1st Army. He arrived a t Newport 
News, Virginia, October 19, 1945, and was placed 
in the Officers’ Reserve February 26, 1946, with the 
rank of lieutenant colonel.

★
S g t . K a r l  F r e e m a n  W h e e l e r  — Karl W heeler re
ceived the Bronze Star Medal for outstanding service 
in China where he helped build air fields.

Enlisting September 14, 1942, he had basic train
ing, then did such various duties as transporting 
prisoners, attending Military Police School, and 
attending Surveying School. He then had training 
with heavy construction equipment and in the build
ing of runways and airfield towers before going to 
Africa April 1, 1944, en route to Calcutta, India.

In a radius of 200 miles westward of Calcutta he 
superintended air strip building, attached to the 20th 
Bomber Command, District 10 Engineers, of the 
853rd Engineers, Company A.

W ith the 14th Air Force, he then went to Kunming, 
China, where his first job was destruction of the air 
field at Liuchow, threatened by the Japs. Driven 
back by the Japanese, his outfit built airfields at 
Kweiyang, Tinshin and Anshun. They then went on 
to Luliang, where repairs were made to an airfield 
previously blown up.

En route home, W heeler flew over the Hump to 
Chabau, India, and stopped at Angra, Delhi and 
Karachi before sailing for home. He was discharged 
at Fort Dix, New Jersey, November 8, 1945.

He is the son of Albert and Emigene (Perry) 
Wheeler, was born in Milford October 10, 1909, 
and graduated from Milford High School in 1929.
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MARK G. W H EELER JOSEPH A. W H ITE JAMES A. W HITEHEAD

P r i v a t e  M a r k  G l e a s o n  W h e e l e r  — Mark W heeler 
was born in Milford September 11, 1915, son of 
Albert F. and Emigene (Perry) W heeler of Milford.

He graduated from Milford High School in 1935 
and attended W entworth Institute in Boston. He 
married Grace Mixer of Milford April 3, 1936.

He was a milk dealer in Peterborough, Jaffrey 
and W ilton when sworn in at Manchester May 7,
1945. The same day he reported a t Fort Devens. 
A week later he was sent to Camp W heeler, Georgia, 
for basic training, serving with the infantry. Follow
ing this, he w ent to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, in 
the 110th Infantry, 28th Division.

He was discharged at Camp Shelby on December 
11, 1945.

★

J o s e p h  A m b r o s e  W h i t e ,  Y 2 /c  — Joseph W hite was 
employed at the Souhegan National Bank in Milford 
when he enlisted in the Navy, having previously 
attended the Bentley School of Accounting and 
Finance in Boston. He was sworn in at Manchestei 
November 5, 1942.

After boot training at Newport, Rhode Island, he 
was assigned to the USS Nauset, a seagoing tug 
engaged in salvage, firefighting and rescue work 
with convoys and amphibious forces during invasions. 
His first trip was to Oran in Algeria, and then to 
Bizerte in Tunisia.

He participated in the invasion of Sicily in July, 
1943, and after that the invasion of Salerno, Italy, 
in September. In the latter engagement, on Septem
ber 9, 1943, the Nauset was sunk after being hit by 
two bombs and also running into a mine. W hite 
was wounded in the action, and received the Purple 
Heart.

He was taken to the 12th General Hospital a t Ain 
El Turk, Algeria, and later returned to the United 
States for treatm ent but soon after reported to the 
Philadelphia Navy Yard for further service.

Assigned to the USS Vixen, flagship of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Atlantic Fleet, he. served as

yeoman in the ship’s office doing personnel work. 
In June, 1944, he was hospitalized again, at the Naval 
Hospital at Portsmouth, Virginia, where he was dis
charged September 8, 1944.

He is the son of Clara (Plante) W hite and the 
late Joseph E. W hite of Milford, born here March 
31, 1913. He graduated from Milford High School 
in 1931. He married Flora Abbiati of Milford on 
June 27, 1942.

★

P f c . J a m e s  A s h w o o d  W h i t e h e a d  -  Private W hite
head was born in Milford November 10, 1907. He 
is the son of the late W illiam E. and the late Harriet 
(Ashwood) W hitehead of Milford. He graduated 
from Milford High School in 1925 and for the next 
three years attended Keene Teachers College. He 
spent one year at the University of New Hampshire 
and received his degree there in 1929.

For the next two years he taught school at Lan
caster Academy in Lancaster, New Hampshire, then 
was submaster at Henniker High School in Henniker, 
New Hampshire, and then submaster at Coe’s Acad
emy in Northwood, New Hampshire.

Changing to hotel work he became assistant man
ager of the Howard Johnson restaurant at Darien, 
Connecticut. He was sworn into the service at Con
necticut August 3, 1942.

He attended Cooks and Bakers School at Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, and then went to Kearns Field, 
Utah, and Fort Lawton, Washington, for further
training. .

He left the United States from Seattle in April, 
1943, assigned to the 24th Base Headquarters and 
Airbase Squadron at Elmendorf Field, Alaska, where 
he was cook in the 24th Squadron mess and also 
assistant mess sergeant in the Air Corps Officers 
Mess. He was mess sergeant at Annette Island An 
Field.

He was discharged September 12, 1945.
He is married to the former Mrs. Granville T. 

Leeke of Putnam, Connecticut.
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CHESTER A. W HITTEN, JR. • MILTON S. WILKINS CHESTER A. W ILLETTE

S g t . C h e s t e r  A d d i s o n  W h i t t e n ,  J r . — Entering the 
Army December 8, 1944, Sergeant W hitten had his 
basic training at Camp W heeler in Georgia, and at 
Fort George G. Meade in Virginia. On May 12, 
1945, he left San Francisco for Leyte, in the Philip
pines, with a replacement battalion, after which he 
went to Taegu, Korea, in August, in the 40th Divi
sion, 185th Infantry Regiment.

Transferred to the Medical Detachment in his 
unit, he was sent to the 29th General Hospital at 
Seoul, Korea, and placed in charge of the service 
records of men being processed to come home, at 
Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, Medical De
tachment.

He came back to Seattle, Washington, and was 
discharged November 25, 1946, at Fort Dix in New 
Jersey. His unit was awarded a citation.

W hitten is the son of Chester A. and Mabel 
(Thompson) W hitten of Milford. He was born in 
Wilton August 7, 1926, and came to Milford in 1934. 
He is a graduate of Milford High School, class of
1944. When he entered the Army he was farming 
for Earl Bullard.

★
M / S g t . M i l t o n  S m i t h  W i l k i n s  — Wilkins graduat
ed from Milford High School in 1933 and from 
Bentley School in Boston in 1935, and was employed 
by the Dewey and Almy Chemical Company of 
North Cambridge, Massachusetts, when he was 
sworn in the Army at Manchester January 10, 1941.

He was assigned to the 68th Coast Artillery, Anti- 
Aircraft Regiment, and had training a t Camp E d
wards, Massachusetts; Fort Eustis, Virginia, and at 
Emery, North Carolina. He was on duty in defense 
of the Port of Boston.

Leaving this country November 1, 1942, he took 
part in the North African operation, and was on 
duty in defense of the Port at Casablanca, and later 
at Algiers, where he underwent several air raids. In 
August, 1943, he went to Palermo, Sicily, and in 
November, from Zaccaria, Italy, he followed the 
front lines at Capua, and at Teano, then went into 
the Battle of Anzio in January of 1944.

In September of 1944 he had port defense duty 
at Martigues in France, then went up through

southern France and into Strasbourg, defending the 
front line. Transferred to the Security of Communi
cation Lines for the entire Army area, he was supply 
sergeant of his group.

From December 11, 1944, to V-E Day, he went 
from Saverne, France, to Sarreguemines into Ger
many, from Kaiserlautern through Darmstadt and 
Aalen to Weilheim. He was on occupational duty 
after the German surrender.

Wilkins was discharged July 29, 1945, a t Fort 
Devens. He received the Bronze Star Medal for 
meritorious service in Italy and France for keeping 
supply procurement machinery in operation under 
adverse weather conditions in mountainous terrain.

Wilkins is the son of A. Wallace and Huldah C. 
(Smith) Wilkins of Milford. He was bom  here May 
26, 1915. He married Hazel F. Dunbrack of W al
tham, Massachusetts, on July 9, 1942.

★
P f c . C h e s t e r  A r t h u r  W i l l e t t e  — Chester Willette 
was working with his father, a building contractor, in 
Milford when he was sworn in the Army July 10,
1945. After five months training at Camp Croft, 
South Carolina, and Camp Pickett in Virginia, he 
went to Bremerhaven, Germany, arriving December 
20, 1945.

Going to Erlangen, he was assigned to the 78th 
Infantry Division and based at Berlin. He was on 
guard and patrol duty until May when his unit was 
broken up and he was reassigned as a member of an 
armored crew patroling Berlin and the highway to 
Kassel. He was at times on security patrols for Gen
eral Eisenhower, General McNarney and General 
Clay, and was a guard at the Olympic Games at 
the Stadium December 29, 1946.

He left Bremerhaven for the United States in Jan
uary, 1947, but after three days at sea the ship broke 
down in a storm and he boarded another ship at the 
Azores. He was discharged March 17, 1947, at Fort 
Dix, New Jersey.

He is the son of Charles C. and Frances (Whitte- 
more) W illette of Milford and was born at Whitins- 
ville, Massachusetts, August 2, 1926. He resided in 
Nashua, where he attended school. He came to 
Milford in 1944.
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EUGEN E A. W ILSON ONNI W IRTA CLIFFORD L. W OLFFER

T /4  E u g e n e  A l v i n  W i l s o n  — The son of Mrs. Nellie 
(Long) Wilson Towns of Amherst and the late W il
liam P. Wilson, Eugene Wilson was born in North 
Lyndeborough, New Hampshire, February 28, 1912, 
and attended schools in Goffstown, New Hampshire. 
He resided at Cricket Corner in Amherst for a time 
until August 10, 1939, when he m arried Blanche 
Sanford of Milford and moved here.

He was employed at Reed’s W hite E lephant Shop 
in Milford when he was sworn into the Army a t Fort 
Devens M arch 15, 1944.

After basic training a t Fort Belvoir, Virginia, he 
was detailed to the 708th Military Police Battalion at 
Fort Devens and served in that capacity there for 
twenty-two months, until his discharge May 9, 1946.

★

C p l . O n n i  W i b t a  — W irta was born in Milford F eb
ruary 15, 1918, the son of Julius and Amanda 
(Frantila) W irta of Milford. He graduated from 
Milford High School in 1937.

He was employed at the Johns-Manville Corpora
tion in Nashua when he was sworn in a t Manchester 
January 17, 1942.

After preliminary training a t Hillsgrove, Rhode 
Island, he entered Radio Mechanics school a t Truax 
Field, Wisconsin. After this he was based at Tulla- 
homa, Tennessee, with an observation squadron, and 
also at Fort Knox, Kentucky, and Meridian, Missis
sippi.

H e left December 14, 1943, with the 15th Tactical 
Reconnaisance Squadron, 10th Photo Reconnaissance 
Group, for England.

He had ten weeks at a signal school in England to 
fit him for the job of radio operator and mechanic of 
a P-51 Mustang fighter plane, then worked as 
mechanic in the 67th Reconnaisance Group of the 
9th Air Force.

For its part in the air offensive over Central

Europe, Normandy, Northern France and the Rhine
land, his unit received a citation.

He was discharged at Fort Devens on September 
12, 1945.

★

S g t . C l i f f o r d  L e r o y  W o l f f e r  — Sergeant Wolffer 
was a member of the 197th Coast Artillery, Battery 
A (Searchlight) of the National Guard, when he 
was called for active service September 16, 1940, 
to report at Camp Hulen in Texas.

On February 18, 1942, he left San Francisco, and 
via Brisbane, Perth and Sidney he w ent to Towns
ville, Queensland, Australia. There his unit was 
broken up and he was assigned to the 237th Anti- 
Aircraft Artillery, Battery A, as section chief. He 
next was at Milne Bay in New Guinea, then went 
into action at Lae in December, 1943. Next he was 
at Nadzab in the Markham Valley. In November, 
1944, he was at Leyte in the Philippines, and later 
in the invasion of Mindoro, on December 15, 1944. 
At the latter place he was on detached service with 
the 166th Gun Battalion, and withstood round the 
clock bombing for three weeks as well as shelling 
from the Japanese fleet.

Taken ill, he went to Biak, Schouten Island, New 
Guinea, on February 23, 1945, then was sent back 
by hospital ship to San Francisco, and was a t the 
Letterman General Hospital and later a t Moore 
General Hospital in Swannanoa, North Carolina. He 
was discharged at Fort Devens March 18, 1946.

He is the son of Marion (Brown) Wolffer and the 
late Cyrus W. Wolffer of Milford and was born in 
Arlington, Massachusetts, February 15, 1922. He 
came to Milford in 1922 and graduated from Milford 
High School in 1940. On December 8, 1945, he 
married Pauline W ard of Sylva, North Carolina.

After being discharged, Sergeant Wolffer re
enlisted.
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W ILFRED C. W OLFFER WILLIAM A. W OLFFER CHARLES P. WOODBURY

1 s t  L i e u t . W i l f r e d  C y r u s  W o l f f e r  — Wolffer was 
born in Arlington, Massachusetts, June 12, 1919, 
son of Marion (Brown) Wolffer and the late Cyrus 
W. Wolffer. He came to Milford in 1922, graduating 
from Milford High School in 1937.

He left Keene Teachers College in his senior year 
when called to active duty in the National Guard. 
On September 16, 1940, at Concord, he joined the 
197th Coast Artillery, Anti-Aircraft (Searchlight) 
Battery A and went to Camp Hulen, Texas.

He sailed from San Francisco in February, 1942, 
for Australia and went to Townsville, Queensland. 
He attended Officer Candidate School in Brisbane 
and received his commission April 1, 1943. Assigned 
to the 146th Field Artillery Battalion, Battery C, 41st 
(Sunset) Infantry Division as reconnaissance officer, 
he went into action at Port Moresby, New Guinea. 
Next he was at Milne Bay, then Finschhafen and 
Hollandia, Wadke Island, off the coast of New 
Guinea, and Biak in the Schouten Group. In Octo
ber, 1944, he was in the Philippines, and then the 
invasion of Mindoro. His next campaign was at 
Mindanao, after which came Zamboanga.

He came back to the United States in April, 1945, 
and was placed in the Officers’ Reserve November 
17, 1945, at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

★

L i e u t , (j. g.) W i l l i a m  A u b r e y  W o l f f e r  — Lieu
tenant Wolffer graduated from Milford High School 
in 1935 and was graduated from Keene Teachers 
College in 1940. He was principal at the Piermont, 
New Hampshire, Grammar School when he enlisted 
in the Coast Guard at Boston January 19, 1942.

He was commissioned ensign after training at the 
Coast Guard Academy at New London, Connecticut. 
Assigned to the destroyer-escort Camp, he was on 
convoy duty in the North Atlantic and Mediter
ranean and was engaged in several submarine actions.

While aboard the Camp during a crossing in 
November, 1944, the ship suffered severe war

damage but was kept afloat and towed into Cardiff, 
South Wales, by a British destroyer.

After V-E Day, Wolffer was in the Pacific area and 
participated in the capture of Mili Atoll, in the 
Marshall Islands, a by-passed Japanese garrison. 
Twenty-five hundred Japanese were captured, includ
ing officers who were responsible for beheading 
American flyers without trial.

Returning to the United States in December,
1945, the Camp was sent to Florida for decommis
sioning. Lieutenant Wolffer was presented the ship’s 
colors. He was the only officer to serve aboard the 
Camp during her entire war career — as communica
tions officer, gunnery officer and executive officer.

He was placed in the Officers’ Reserve June 26,
1946.

Wolffer is the son of Marion (Brown) Wolffer and 
the late Cyrus W. Wolffer of Milford. He was born 
in Arlington, Massachusetts, May 6, 1917, and came 
to Milford to reside in 1922. He married Leona O tt 
of North Hanover, Massachusetts, a t Boston on 
March 28, 1943.

★

S g t . C h a r l e s  P e r k i n s  W o o d b u r y  —Sergeant Wood
bury came to Milford in 1909 and attended the 
Milford schools. He is the son of Lulu (Kimball) 
Woodbury and the late McLean W oodbury of W est 
Derby, Vermont, where he was born August 20, 
1904.

He was conducting a service station in Nashua 
when he enlisted in the Army Air Corps August 20,
1942. After reporting at Fort Devens he had basic 
training at the New Orleans, Louisiana, Bomber 
Base, and from there went to Gulfport, Mississippi, 
for training in the Air Corps.

He was assigned in July, 1943, as crew chief, 
also as flight engineer and depot aero repair chief 
at Northern Field, Tullahoma, Tennessee. On Jan
uary 20, 1944, he went to Kelley Field in Texas.

He was discharged June 30, 1945.
On December 18, 1942, he married Marjorie 

Carey of New Orleans, Louisiana.
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PAULINE H. W OODS ALAN G. W RIGHT DOUGLAS C. W RIGHT

C a p t a i n  P a u l i n e  H a z e l  W o o d s  — Captain Woods 
received her nurse training at St. Joseph s Hospital, 
Nashua, graduating w ith the class of 1941. She was 
on duty as graduate nurse at the Hale Hospital, H a
verhill, Massachusetts, w hen she enlisted in the 
Army Nurse Corps. She began indoctrination May 
6, 1943, at Grenier Field, Manchester, then was head 
nurse of the operating room there for six months. 
She then w ent to Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, as head 
nurse.

She was sent to Halloran General Hospital, Staten 
Island, New York, in November, 1945, as a patient 
and May 5, 1946, was transferred to the Cushing 
General Hospital and was a patient there for one 
year when she was transferred to the M urphy Gen
eral Hospital, W altham, Massachusetts. In  August 
she returned to active duty and was placed in the 
Officers’ Reserve October 14, 1947.

Captain Woods is the daughter of Charles J. and 
Eva (Racine) Woods of Milford. She was born Jan
uary 22, 1918, at Nashua. She graduated from Mil
ford High School in 1937.

★
A l a n  G e o r g e  W r i g h t ,  HA 1 /c  — Born in Milford 
on May 16, 1927, W right is the son of Raymond C. 
and W inifred (Bowler) W right. W hile attending 
Milford schools, he also was serving in the 12th 
Signal Corps Company of the National Guard from 
November, 1943, to April, 1945. He received a W ar 
Emergency Diploma, having enlisted in the Navy 
M arch 16, 1945.

After boot training at Sampson Naval Training 
Station, New York, to which base he reported April 
13th, he was sent to the Naval Hospital at SanIVllIlUl U. Alt; aiou w * ■“*& "--- ------
Signal Corps Company of the National Guard from 
November, 1943, to April, 1945. He received a W ar

recovery he w ent to Quonset Point, Rhode Island, 
where he was discharged January 28, 1946.

★
S g t . D o u g l a s  C a r l t o n  W r i g h t  -  Few Milford men 
in war service had such unusual and hazardous ex
periences as Sergeant Wright.

Attached to the 12th Air Force based at Romulus, 
Michigan, on detached service flying bombers to 
Africa, on one trip he was compelled to make a 
parachute jump over Tunisia. Flying cargo planes 
taking supplies to Alaska, the Aleutian Islands, 
Canada, Labrador, Greenland, Iceland, Scotland and 
England, on one trip to Alaska his crew was forced 
down in Canada and remained in the wilderness for 
four days.

After this he flew with the 19th Ferrying Com
mand to Cuba, South America and North Africa. On 
April 17, 1944, he was assigned to the Air Transport 
Command, based at Reno, Nevada, and flew as chief 
engineer on C-46 cargo planes to India, China, Aus
tralia and the Pacific islands.

In invasion of Luzon his plane was attacked 
by six Japanese Zeros and all but he and the pilot 
were killed in the crew of five. W ith the plane afire, 
and without landing gear, the two men miraculously 
survived a crash landing.

After a short rest at home, Sergeant W right was 
back again, this time with the 43rd Bomber Squadion 
off for Panama, but his condition called for further 
hospitalization at Colon, Panama, and later at Lovell 
General Hospital a t Fort Devens. However, on Jan
uary 16, 1946, he re-enlisted and was assigned to the 
Air Base at Long Beach, California. Again hospital
ization checked his career and he was sent to the
back again, this time with the 43rd Bomber'Squadron 
off for Panama, but his condition called for further 
i I ;  . .,t- .’,,,- ,  o f  P / o l r t n  P a n a m a ,  and later at Lovell
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ERNEST W. W RIGHT LAWRENCE G. W RIGHT RAYMOND B. WRIGHT

P r i v a t e  E r n e s t  W i n s t o n  W r i g h t  — Private W right 
took his basic training at Fort W arren, Wyoming, 
after entering the army January 12, 1942. He was 
assigned to the 911th Quartermaster Detachment 
and was sent to Tomah Radio School in Wisconsin. 
In April, 1944, he went to Greensboro, North Caro
lina, to join the 10th Ordnance Division. In June 
he left for Panama and was stationed at Howard 
Field until February of 1945. He then returned to 
the United States for Infantry training at Camp Liv
ingston, Louisiana.

In June W right was sent overseas to serve with 
the 2nd Engineering Special Brigade in the Philip
pines. After V-J Day he was stationed in Yokohama, 
Japan, remaining there until he returned to the 
United States and was discharged on December 28,
1945.

W right is a Milford boy, having been born here 
on March 14, 1920, the son of Gardner and Edna 
(Armstrong) W right. He attended Milford schools 
and graduated from the high school in 1938. He 
was working at Luongo Motors before he entered 
the service.

★

T /o  L a w r e n c e  G e o r g e  W r i g h t — Going overseas 
with the 734th Field Artillery Battalion to England 
in July, 1944, W right took part in the landing on 
Omaha Beach, France, on July 29th. His outfit 
fought its way up through France until stopped at 
Metz where many casualties were suffered.

From this time until four days before the end of 
the war he was in the 3rd Army, and later the 1st 
Army, through France and Germany. Then came 
security guard duty for France in Germany and on 
October 22, he was assigned to Camp Oregon in 
Belgium.

He was discharged at Fort Devens, Tanuary 5,
1946.

He is the son of Gardner and Edna (Armstrong) 
W right of Milford, born here January 5, 1924, and 
attended the Milford schools. He was working at 
the Daniels Service Station when he entered the 
service at Manchester on February 22, 1943,

He received his preliminary training a t Camp 
Maxey in Texas, and Camp Gruber in Oklahoma.

★

P f c . R a y m o n d  B o w l e r  W r i g h t  —  W right was in
volved in some of the heaviest fighting in the Pacific, 
which brought him and his outfit two Presidential 
Unit Citations, a Navy Unit Citation and the British 
Defense Medal.

He was working at the Hillsboro Mills when he 
enlisted in the Marines October 27, 1941. After boot 
training at Parris Island, South Carolina, and the 
Philadelphia Navy Yard he served on guard duty at 
the latter station and later went to Tuckerton, New 
Jersey, as guard of the R. C. A. receiving station. 
On April 2, 1942, he was a guard at the Naval Prison 
at the Philadelphia Navy Yard.

Transferred to the Fleet Marines, he w ent to New 
River, North Carolina, and into the Special Weapons 
Battalion on September 30, 1942. He then went to 
British Samoa for eight months’ training as a 30 
caliber machine gunner.

He served in the island hopping invasions on de
tached service with the 1st, 3rd and 5th Marines, 
where he saw some of his hardest action. He fought 
from island to island, went to Guadalcanal, and pre
pared for the invasion of the Gilbert Islands. Going 
to Funifutti, then St. Augustine in the Ellice Islands, 
he was under bombardment continually from Sep
tember 5, 1943, until he landed a t Tarawa.

Transferred to Hawaii for amphibious training in 
January, 1944, he was assigned to the 7th Anti
aircraft Artillery Battalion as 50 caliber machine 
gunner. Aboard an LST (landing ship) he was in 
the invasion of the Palau Islands in September, and 
was at Anguar until he returned to San Diego, Cali
fornia, September 1, 1945.

He was discharged at Portsmouth Navy Yard, New 
Hampshire, October 25, 1945.

He is the son of Raymond C. and Winifred 
(Bowler) W right of Milford, born here September 
6, 1924, and attended the Milford schools. He m ar
ried Louise Bourdon of Peterborough, New Ham p
shire, on December 29, 1945.
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DOUGLAS C. YOUNG

C p l . D o u g l a s  C a m e r o n  Y o u n g  — Douglas Young 
was born here January 16, 1920, the son of Andrew
D. and Jessie (D uncan) Young of Milford and 
attended the local schools. He was employed at the 
Chicopee M anufacturing Company a t Manchester 
when sworn into the Army October 14, 1941.

He was at Camu Lee, in Virginia, for basic train
ing, then received mechanic’s training a t Holabird 
Quartermaster Depot, Baltimore, Maryland. He then 
went fo Fort Jackson in South Carolina and then to 
Fort Custer in Michigan.

He was assigned to the 94th Infantry Division, 
94th Quartermaster Company, as truck driver, and 
went to Camp Phillips, Kansas. He had further train
ing a t Camp Forrest, Tennessee, and Camp McCain, 
Mississippi, after which he left on August 6, 1944, 
for England.

H e landed on Utah Beach, France, on September 
8, and with the 94th Division helped to clean out 
the German pockets at St. Nazaire and Lorient, 
France. H e then w ent to Sarrebourg and, following 
the Moselle River, fought across the Rhine at Lud- 
wigshafen, Germany, and came back again through 
Dusseldorf and Krefeld.

After V-E Day he was on occupational duty 
around Pilsen and Wallern, Czechoslovakia, until he 
returned to be discharged at Fort Devens November 
18, 1945.

FREDERICK YOUNG

1 s t  L i e u t . F r e d e r i c k  Y o u n g  — Entering the Army 
at Fort Devens, January 29, 1942, Frederick Young 
attended Officer Candidate School at Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia, and was commissioned August 19, 1942.

He was assigned to the 338th Engineer General 
Service Regiment and sent to Camp Atterbury in 
Indiana, then to Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and 
finally to Camp Kilmer in New Jersey.

He went overseas March 5, 1943, to Oran, North 
Africa, and was assigned to Headquarters, Mediter
ranean Base Section, and attached to the 5th Army 
Headquarters in Oujde, French Morocco, for duty as 
assistant area engineer.

In September, 1943, he was transferred to the 
460th Engineer Regiment. In August, 1944, he 
sailed from Africa to St. Tropez, France, then to Mar
seille, where he was attached to the Headquarters, 
6th Major Port, as liaison officer between engineer 
depots and port operations. In May, 1945, he went 
to Belgium for duty in the port areas of Ghent and 
Antwerp and was there until he returned to the 
United States to be placed in the Officers’ Reserve 
February 18, 1946.

Young is the son of Andrew D. and Jessie (Dun
can) Young of Milford. He was born here March 5, 
1914, and graduated from Milford High School in 
1933. He was employed at the French and Heald 
Company in Milford when he entered the Army.
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THOMAS S. CASSIDY

T h o m a s  S a m u e l  C a s s i d y , S 2 /c  — Thomas Cassidy 
entered the Navy on March 21, 1944, at Manchester 
and reported for active duty the same day at Samp
son, New York.

Following his boot training there, he was sent to 
Cuddihy Field, Corpus Christi, Texas, in the Naval 
Aviation Center. While there, on October 3, 1944, 
he was honorably discharged for physical disability.

Cassidy is the son of Mary (Ryan) Cassidy and 
the late Samuel Cassidy of Milford. He was born in 
Hollis on April 16, 1913, and came to Milford to 
live in 1920. He attended local schools.

On January 24, 1939, he married Mrs. Irene 
Lemner Quinn at Hollis. He was employed at the 
Granite State Tannery in Nashua when he entered 
the Navy.

★

EDWARD A. CONTI

S / S e r g e a n t  E d w a r d  A. C o n t i  —A native of Mil
ford, Edward Conti was bom  August 11, 1904, the 
son of the late John P. and the late Louisa Conti of 
Milford.

He attended Milford schools, then went to Boston 
Art School for one year. He graduated from Nashua 
Business College.

At the time he entered military service, he was 
associated with the Etowah Granite and Marble 
Company in Atlanta, Georgia.

He started Army life in Georgia in August, 1942, 
and was sent to Miami Beach, Florida, for basic train- 
ing.

After being stationed in Colorado and Utah, he 
was with the 376th Base Headquarters unit a t the 
Smoky Hill Army Air Base in Salina, Kansas. Late 
in 1943, he was separated from Army duty to do 
civilian work.

★

PAUL V. DUTTON

T / S e r g e a n t  P a u l  V i n c e n t  D u t t o n  — Enlisting for 
duty on December 17, 1941, Dutton reported for 
basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and for 
advanced training on Douglas A-20s at the Douglas 
Aircraft Plant in Santa Monica, California, on April 
12, 1942. He was assigned to Bowman Field, Ken
tucky; Hunter Field, Georgia; and to Waycross, 
Georgia, for further training, to Tennessee for 
maneuvers and to Blythe, California, for desert train
ing.

While in California he married Kathryn Hurley 
of Wilton, on November 28, 1942, in Los Angeles.

His unit was made an Organization Training Unit 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. In June, 1943, he was 
sent to the Allison Engine School in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, and later returned to Baton Rouge. In 
Waycross, Georgia, he was made a flight chief in 
charge of a number of planes and their crews. His 
responsibility was 4o see that the planes were properly 
maintained.

In 1945, Dutton re-enlisted for three years. For

a time he was stationed at Grenier Field, and later 
he was sent to Puerto Rico for further duties.

Prior to enlistment, Dutton was employed in the 
Johns-Manville Corporation in Nashua. He was born 
in Milford on January 13, 1917. He graduated from 
the high school in 1934 and from the Bentley School 
of Accounting and Finance in Boston in 1937. He 
is the son of the late Eugene and the late Margaret 
(Caulfield) Dutton of Milford.

★

ALFRED K. GALLETLY

A l f r e d  K e n n e t h  G a l l e t l y ,  AS — Galletley is the 
son of John R.. and Anna (Johnson) Galletly of Mil
ford, and was born in Holyoke, Massachusetts, on 
July 9, 1918. He attended Milford schools and was 
employed by the Beebe Rubber Company in Nashua 
before entering the service.

He was sworn in on July 9, 1942, and reported 
to Newport, Rhode Island, for boot training. A week 
later he was discharged.

★

MAURICE A. HARRIMAN, JR.

M a u r i c e  A r t h u r  H a r r i m a n ,  S e a m a n  2 /c  — Enter
ing the service on March 30, 1945, Harriman wasO ' '
sent to Sampson, New York, for boot training. In 
May he was assigned to a Ship Repair Unit installing 
enunciator systems for training ships in Shoemaker, 
California. While there he was injured due to a bad
fall and was hospitalized. On September 28, 1945,
he was discharged from the hospital in Shoemaker.

Before Seaman Harriman entered the service he 
was superintendent of the Granite Leather Company 
in Greenville. He is the son of Maurice and the late 
Natalie (Laster) Harriman of Milford and was born 
here on February 8, 1915. On November 28, 1940, 
he married Marion Terry of Lowell, Massachusetts.

★

HENRY E. RUONALA

P v t . H e n r y  E l m e r  R u o n a l a  — Private Ruonala at
tended Milford High School and was employed 
locally when he entered the Army and went to Man
chester to be sworn in April 30, 1942.

He reported to Fort Devens and was sent to Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana, where he was taken ill and 
received a discharge for physical reasons, May 6,
1943.

He is the son of Henry and Amanda (Salo) 
Ruonala of Milford, born here June 19, 1909.

★

EINO KOLEHMAINEN

E i n o  K o l e h m a i n e n ,  S 1 /c  — Eino Kolehmainen was 
aboard the destroyer Cassin when it was torpedoed 
at Pearl Harbor during the Japanese attack there 
December 7, 1941. Fortunately, he had just moved





The Home Front
T HERE are many persons in Milford who, although they did not wear 

a military uniform or suffer separation from their fireside, gave of their 
energy, their time, and their abilities to contribute a share in the war effort.

Of these patriotic citizens Milford is proud, for then untiring efforts 
helped, not only to finance the war, but to protect the home, and to maintain 
the kind of life to which Milford men wished to return.

Some were active in Red Cross work, in the several bond drives, the Army 
and Navy League, or some other agency doing active work for the support 
of Milford’s men in arms.

Others organized the town’s defenses against attack, became air raid 
wardens, auxiliary policemen or fire fighters, decontamination experts, or 
did vigil by the “report center” telephone or at the lonely airplane observa
tion hut.

There were those who conducted the local Selective Service office, and 
others who constituted the rationing board.

Still others were active in salvage collections, and in the promotion of 
more and larger farm and garden crops.

In the brief summaries which follow, few names have been used in the 
description of home front activities. Two reasons have dictated this. First, 
a staggering amount of work would be involved in giving credit where it is 
due in the complex activities which were carried on. Second, were all those 
patriotic citizens to be mentioned who gave of their time, their energy and 
their abilities, the list would read like a directory of this community.

Selective Service
Shortly after the outbreak of war in Europe, Con

gress enacted the Selective Service bill, and on 
W ednesday, October 16, 1940, all m en in the United 
States from 21 to 35 were required to register for
possible armed service.

Milford became the headquarters of D istrict No. 
12, which included 22 towns. On October 24, the 
Selective Service board, w ith 2,417 m en on their 
rolls, selected Richard Santinelli as the first man 
from Milford to be called.

From that date on, the majority of the men enter
ing the service from Milford were processed through 
this board. After December 10, 1942, the scope of 
the board’s jurisdiction included men 18, 19 and 20.

Until November 10, 1943, the board was able to 
fill its monthly draft quotas from among the single 
men, but on tha t date the first married men from 
Milford were called.

The Selective Service board in Milford ended its 
work for W orld W ar II in the summer of 1945.

Rationing
Aside from the drafting and enlistments of local 

men, Milford felt the first official impact of the war 
with the beginning of rationing, signalled by the 
arrival of the “Tire” rationing board, as it was first
known. ,

Tires, gasoline, sugar, food supplies, shoes -  these 
were among the items which the new board con
trolled. Milford people good naturedly queued up 
several times to register for W ar Ration Books, to 
declare their supplies of canned goods and fuel, and 
for other reasons. Each time, Milford teachers did 
the clerical work, and the schools became registra
tion centers.

W ith the onset of rationing, housewives became 
keepers of the family coupons, the familiar war-time

stamps without which rationed goods could not be 
purchased.

Auto owners were limited to ownership of not 
more than five tires per car, and travel was stiictly 
limited. A, B and C “cards” limited the number of 
gasoline coupons issued and the value of coupons 
changed with the changing supply of fuel along the 
East coast.

Throughout three and a half years of the war, 
Milford people had their lives controlled, to a certain 
extent, by the OPA, whose purpose was to insure 
enough food for all, at fixed prices. Rationing began 
in Milford in February, 1942. The local office was 
moved to Nashua in October, 1945, after many items 
had been removed from control.



Civilian Dej
Preparations for the defense of Milford’s civilian 

population, in case of enemy attack, were begun in 
July, 1941. Such was the zeal and enterprise of 
those concerned with Civilian Defense that the local 
unit shortly reached a high degree of efficiency. Its 
decontamination squad, in particular, was declared 
“the best in New England” by an Army major serv
ing as gas officer for the New England Regional 
Office of Civilian Defense.

A “report center” was set up in the basement of 
the town hall as headquarters for emergencies. Air 
raid wardens were assigned to districts covering the 
entire town. Fire fighting services and police were 
augmented by the Auxiliary Firemen and Auxiliary 
Police. A medical corps was established, under the

Finance
Nearly a million and a half dollars was invested 

by Milford people in government bonds and stamps 
during the war. All but two of seven W ar Loan 
campaigns were successful here and Milford exceed
ed by some $200,000 the total of the seven W ar Loan 
quotas.

A quota of $140,000 was set for the town in the 
First W ar Loan, and the amount was exceeded in a 
few weeks.

The Second W ar Loan, beginning April 12, 1943, 
sought $142,500 as Milford’s part of the thirteen 
billion dollar nation-wide quota. The town more 
than doubled the quota, investing $311,650 in all.

In July and August, 1943, the town purchased 
$35,000 in bonds and stamps to pay for a landing 
barge which carried a plaque indicating the origin 
of the money.

Milford’s quota of the Third W ar Loan, in Septem
ber, 1943, was $350,000, of which $150,000 was to 
be invested in the Series E, or individual, bonds. Al-

Tbt
Red Cross war work in Milford began in January,

1941, with a knitting and sewing project for the 
men in service. The amount of work done is typified 
by this example: from July, 1941, to December, 1943, 
approximately 2551 garments were completed and 
shipped. A total of 8954 hours was spent in this 
work.

Each year, Red Cross W ar Fund campaigns were 
held and were generously supported by Milford 
people, who realized the broad scope of the Red 
Cross work in its many services to men and women 
in uniform.

Beginning in July, 1942, local women met two or 
th ree times each week to fold surgical dressings.
Between July, 1942, and October, 1944, about
325,000 dressings were made.

Collections
Throughout the war years there were numerous 

collections of waste paper, tin, rubber, iron and 
clothing in Milford. Public cooperation was declared 
excellent, and prodigious amounts of reclaimed ma
terial were shipped to processing centers.

In July of 1942, part of the old Fitchburg Railroad 
line was taken up, and 2,640 yards of steel re-

ense
Red Cross, and worked in conjunction with the de
contamination squad, which had sand-bagged head
quarters in a specially equipped room in the 
basement of Odd Fellows hall.

Certain men were assigned to emergency road 
repair squads, and an aircraft observation post was 
manned 24 hours every day, and reports made to 
Boston of every aircraft seen in this vicinity.

Classes were constantly held for the improvement 
of the knowledge of Civilian Defense workers in 
their special war-time jobs.

Massachusetts and New Hampshire Civilian De
fense officials who visited Milford during a test 
black out and air raid test were favorably impressed 

with Milford’s arrangements.

though much effort was pu t into the campaign, the 
final total was $96,303.

The Fourth W ar Loan, with a quota of $150,000 
for Milford, ended here with $163,000 invested in 
bonds and stamps.

In June, 1944, the town’s total for bonds and 
stamps in the Fifth W ar Loan, was $138,000, some
what short of the quota of $170,000.

The Sixth W ar Loan in Milford saw a total of 
$126,000 invested, just over the quota of $125,700.

Victory over Germany gave impetus to the Seventh 
W ar Loan in May, 1945, and the quota of $160,000 
was more than reached, with a total of $252,665.

W hen the war had ended, Milford people were 
called upon once again to invest in bonds and stamps 
in the Victory Loan, in October, 1945. A quota of 
$100,000 was set, and the final total was $159,617.

In all, Milford was asked to m eet quotas in eight 
loan campaigns totalling $1,238,200. The town’s 
actual total was $1,422,405. Many persons spent 
much time and effort to make this fine total possible.

Cross
The Red Cross also gave courses in first aid, home 

nursing, nutrition, canteen and home hygiene.
The Milford Motor Corps was organized August 

15, 1941, to aid Civilian Defense. The Corps partici
pated in two state motor convoys, and in many 
volunteer services such as transportation of children 
and patients to hospitals, and blood donors to con
tribution centers.

The Camp and Hospital Council was formed to 
provide for soldiers, things the Army did not provide. 
They joined with another community to furnish a 
day room at Grenier Field in October of 1944. Mag
azines and books were provided, as well as a full 
cookie jar.

A disaster committee of the Red Cross was formed 
here to help in the event of bombing, but fortunately 
it was never called into action for this purpose.

claimed. Granite Grange set up a depot for scrap 
metal, and the Tidewater Company established a 
rubber reclamation depot at Coburn’s Garage.

High school pupils, Boy Scouts, 4-H Clubs, the 
American Legion and many individuals took part in 
the drives and collections.





Hoiv This Book Came to Be

A LTHOUGH this history represents the effort 
of many persons, it is principally the in
spiration and the work of one woman, Mis. 

Raymond W right, who began in 1940 to collect 
information about Milford’s men and women in war 
service, and whose interest in “her boys and girls 
is not likely to wane even though the war is long 
over, and the history published.

The publication of this history undoubtedly will 
recall to many Milford war veterans Mrs. W right’s 
unceasing efforts in their behalf during the months 
and years they spent away from home. They will 
recall receiving little gifts or 
greetings, reminders of our 
pleasant little New Hampshire 
town and poignant evidence of 
the fine quality and character 
of the townspeople.

There was comfort and con
solation in these remembrances, 
and who can say w hat deter
mination and perseverance were 
thereby added to the war effort?
Certainly they served to keep 
home fresh in the minds of those 
soldiers, sailors, marines, though 
their physical selves were half a 
world away.

From these fine beginnings, 
this war history came. It was 
apparent to town officials and 
townspeople alike, when the war 
had ended, that perm anent form 
should be given Mrs. W right’s 
collected material. Thus at the 
town meeting of 1946, author
ization to print an appropriate 
book was voted.

Such a printed history is a 
tribute to the progressiveness 
and leadership of Milford. Half 
a century ago there was pub
lished the town history, con
sidered by many historians the finest such book in 
the state. In 1922, the history of the “W orld War, 
now known as W orld W ar I, was published, a book 
containing the pictures and war records of the town s 
men and women in that great conflict. There were 
some 240 war records in that volume.

In W orld W ar II, more than twice that many men 
and women saw active service — 553, to be exact. 
To find a picture of each person, to secure each in
dividual war record, to check for accuracy — all this 
was a staggering task, one that took months and 
years of perseverance, patience and hard work on 
the part of Mrs. W right. For it was she, practically 
alone, who gathered all the material in this book.

But with her excellent beginning, made during the 
war from newspaper clippings, letters and personal 
interviews, the job was finally done, and the material 
collected.

Then began the arduous task of preparing the raw 
information for suitable use in the war history. It 
was decided that each war record should read as an 
essay, rather than as a bare listing of facts. To ac
complish this, it was necessary to find persons capable 
of making accurate, readable English out of listings 
of facts. Such persons were few and far between. 
The committee is grateful for the work done by some 
15 persons in essay writing.

Once the essays had been written, however, they 
were edited by the Editorial Committee, then typed 
in duplicate. Most of the typing work was done by 

girls in the commercial course 
at Milford High School. They 
performed an invaluable service, 
and it is questionable whether 
this book could have been pub
lished at all without the help 
they gave.

One of the duplicate essays 
was sent to the war veteran, 
who W a s  given ten days to indi
cate corrections, if any, in the 
facts as written in essay form.

The other went to the printer, 
after once again undergoing the 
scrutiny of Mrs. W right and the 
Editorial Committee. W hen the 
ten days had elapsed and cor
rections had been made on the 
printer’s copy, the essay was 
ready for the printer’s use in 
typesetting and printing.

From lengthv conferences 
emerged the format of the book, 
with the arrangement of pages, 
sequence of sections and type 
faces to be used.

As pictures of the 553 men 
and women were available, they 
were made into fine engravings, 

y j  IGHT for use on the very fine coated
paper on which this book is 

printed. No pictures could be found of a few men, 
despite repeated efforts. This was also true of the 
war records of some men, who either could not be 
reached or who declined to contribute the sought- 
after details.

No count was kept of the hours upon hours of work 
which went into the compilation of these records, 
and the further hours required to delve into their 
accuracy. Place names had to be checked against 
maps, dates checked against an approved history of 
the war. Some of the effort went into frequent 
attempts to secure more information about men who 
were reluctant to disclose more than the barest details 
of highly colorful war careers.

In spite of all the work, there are in all probability 
misspellings and inaccuracies which are inevitable 
in a work of this scope.

Some war records necessarily were shortened to

u

M u s .  R a y m o n d  C.



fit the physical limitations of the printed page, but 
every effort was made to include all essential in
formation.

A scrap book, compiled by Mrs. W right, contain
ing all pertinent newspaper articles from September, 
1941, through August, 1946, is on file at Milford’s 
library.

It is the hope of the committee that this volume 
will suitably commemorate the unselfish service of 
553 Milford men and women who helped to achieve 
the peace we now enjoy and which, pray God, may 
be unbroken.

The Editorial Committee

THE WAR MEMORIAL BOOK COM M ITTEE 
Milford, New  Hampshire

M r s . R a y m o n d  C. W r i g h t , Chairman 
M r s . G e o r g e  R . F o s t e r , Secretary-Treasurer 
W i l l i a m  F e r g u s o n  3 r d , Editorial Chairman 

W i l l i a m  B. R o t c h  

G e o r g e  F .  N e l s o n



C h r o n o l o g y  o f  W o r l d  W ^ a r  I I

1939
S e p t e m b e r

1 Germany invades Poland.
3 Great Britain and France declare war on Ger- 

many.
27 Poland unconditionally surrenders to Germany.

N o v e m b e r

3 U. S. Neutrality bill is am ended to perm it ship
m ent of arms on a cash-and-carry basis.

1940
F e b r u a r y

1 Russians attack Mannerheim Line in Finland.
M a r c h

12 Finnish-Russian war ends. Finland cedes certain 
territory to Russia.

A p r i l

9 German troops land in Denmark and Norway.
M a y

3 Norwegian army surrenders. Major Quisling 
nam ed leader of the state.

10 Germany invades Holland, Belgium Luxem
bourg. W inston Churchill becomes British 
Prime Minister.

16 Germans cross the Meuse river in Sedan sector, 
piercing the northwestern extension of French 
Maginot line.

21 German blitzkrieg armies reach the English
channel.

28 The Belgian army surrenders.
J u n e

1 British Navy given credit for bringing back to 
England 300,000 troops who narrowly es
caped German pincers at Dunkirk.

10 Italy declares war on France and Great Britain.
14 Paris occupied by German troops.
16 Marshall Petain becomes French premier.
17 Petain gives in to Axis.
22 Armistice signed. Fighting in France ends.

Germans occupy large part of France, includ
ing Paris.

27 Rumania submits to Russia’s dem and for Bes
sarabia and northern Bucovina.

J u l y

19 Hitler broadcasts plea for peace w ith England.
21 Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia absorbed into 

Soviet Union.

1941
F e b r u a r y

7 Bengazi, Libya, taken by British.
26 British forces, assisted by Africans, occupy Mo

gadiscio, Italian Somaliland.

M a r c h

1 Bulgaria signs Axis Tripartite Pact.
8 U. S. Senate signs Lend-Lease bill, empower-

30 Russia invades Finland.
D e c e m b e r

17 German pocket battleship Graf Spee scuttled off 
Montevideo, after having been crippled by 
three light British cruisers.

A u g u s t

8 The Battle of Britain starts, with waves of 
German bombers sweeping over the southern 
ports.

14 British planes attack enemy bases in France and
the Netherlands.

S e p t e m b e r

3 U. S. Government trades 50 old destroyers with 
Britain for naval bases in Newfoundland and 
the W est Indies.

16 President Roosevelt signs Selective Service bill,
drafting Americans between the ages of 21 
and 35.

17 Italians launch an attack on Egypt from Libya. 
23 British and French warships in battle at Dakar.
27 Japan joins the Rome-Berlin Axis, the three

powers agreeing to assist each other should 
any of the three be attacked by a fourth 
power.

O c t o b e r

16 Registration Day all over America. More than 
16,000,000 men register for future military 
service.

28 Italian troops in Albania. Invade Greece.
N o v e m b e r

15 Coventry, England, almost completely destroyed
by bombing.

19 Greek forces turn tables on Italian invaders, and
push them back into Albania.

20 Hungary allied with Germany and Italy.
23 Rumania joins the Axis powers.

D e c e m b e r

12 British drive Italians from Egypt: beginning of 
see-saw battles in North Africa.

ing the president to give all-out aid to 
countries opposing the Axis.

11 France cedes territory in Indo-China to Thai
land, under peace protocol arranged by Jap
anese.

25 Yugoslav government joins Axis, but military 
leaders overthrow government, and defy 
Germans.



Chronology of W orld W ar I I
A p b il

3 German mechanized forces join Italians in North 
Africa. British retire from Bengazi.

6 Germany at war with Yugoslavia. Germans also
attack Greece.

10 Greenland under U. S. protection.
18 Yugoslav army surrenders.
23 Northern Greek army surrenders.
25 British Empire troops begin withdrawal from 

Greece.
29 Main part of British Expeditionary Force em

barks from southern Greek ports in second 
“Dunkirk.”

M a y

7 Joseph Stalin becomes premier of Soviet Union.
9 Britain takes control of Iraq.

10-11 London suffers terrific bombing attacks.
12 Budolph Hess, a Nazi leader, parachutes into 

Scotland in an attem pt to bring peace plan 
to England.

24 British battle cruiser Hood sunk by German
battleship Bismarck in North Atlantic.

27 British forces sink the Bismarck.
J u n e

10 Sensation caused in America when report made
public that a U. S. ship, Robin Moore, was 
sunk off Cape Verde islands, by submarine 
on May 21.

16 U. S. State Department orders closing of all
German consular and propaganda establish
ments in U. S.

19 Belations between Germany and Russia strained
by German drive into the Balkans.

22 Germany declares war on Russia.
J u l y

7 American troops join British in occupation of 
Iceland.

24 Japanese begin occupation of Indo-China with
consent of French.

25 President Roosevelt issues orders freezing all
Japanese assets in this country, and halting 
trade with Japan.

A u g u s t

6 British and American governments warn Japan 
not to attem pt invasion of Thailand (Siam).

9-12 The Atlantic Charter, eight point program of 
war aims, is announced after secret meeting 
of Roosevelt and Churchill on the high seas.

25 British and Russians invade Persia.

1942
J a n u a r y

2 Japanese enter Manila. U. S. forces retire to 
Bataan.

11 Japs advance down Malay peninsula.
F e b r u a r y  

15 Singapore surrenders.
24. British withdraw from Rangoon.

M a r c h  

6 Batavia falls to Japs.
17 MacArthur arrives in Australia, having been

ordered to leave Bataan.

26 Russians, retreating before Germans, blow up 
the huge dam across the Dnieper river.

S e p t e m b e r

2 German spearhead approaches within 20 miles 
of Leningrad.

11 After several American vessels have been sunk 
or attacked by submarines, President Roose
velt issues orders to “shoot at sight” any 
German or Italian vessels encountered.

19 Nazis capture Kiev.
O c t o b e r

14 Germans within 60 miles of Moscow.
18 Lieutenant General Hideki Tojo becomes Jap

anese premier.
31 U. S. destroyer Reuben Jones torpedoed and 

sunk with loss of 100 lives while on convoy 
duty.

N o v e m b e r

5 Japan sends special envoys to Washington to 
discuss Japanese-American relations.

10 Prime Minister Churchill announces that “should 
the United States become involved in war 
with Japan, a British declaration will follow 
within the hour.”

16 Premier Tojo complains that the ABCD powers 
(America, Britain, China, Dutch E ast Indies) 
are encircling and blockading Japan econom
ically, constituting measures little short of 
war.

26 Conversations with Japanese envoys reach 
crucial stage. Japs are told they must get out 
of China and Indo-China.

D e c e m b e r

7 Japanese bombing planes attack Pearl Harbor
and Honolulu, causing severe damage and 
great loss of life. Japan declares war on U. S. 
and Great Britain.

8 U. S. Congress adopts declaration of war
against Japan. Great Britain follows suit.

10 Japanese air forces sink British battleship Prince
of W ales and cruiser Repulse off Malay pen
insula.

11 Germany and Italy, partners in Tripartite Pact,
declare war on U. S. Congress recognizes 
state of war with these countries.

22 Jap troops land in Philippines. General Douglas 
MacArthur commanding our forces there.

25 Hongkong falls to Japs.
28 Manila is bombed, although it had been de

clared an open city.

A p r i l

9 Bataan peninsula falls.
18 Tokyo bombed by planes from carrier Hornet,

led by General Doolittle.
M ay

6 General W ainwright surrenders Corregidor.
8-9 Battle of the Coral Sea, won by Americans.
12 Germany attacks Russians in the Crimea.
18 Large American expeditionary force reaches

Northern Ireland.
27 On Libyan front, two German divisions pene

trate behind British defenses.



Chronology of W orld W ar I I
30 British bombers attack Cologne using more than

1,000 planes.
J u n e

2 Krupp works at Essen, Germany, bombed.
4-6 Japanese attem pts to capture Midway Island 

end in failure. Japan loses four aircraft car
riers and great numbers of planes.

21 Tobruk falls to the Axis in Africa.
30 Allied line stiffens as Nazis reach within 100 

miles of Alexandria.
J u l y

1 Sevastopol falls to German and Rumanian 
troops.

27 Rostov-on-Don captured by Nazis.
A u g u s t

7 U. S. Marines land a t Guadalcanal.
10 Three American cruisers are lost in the Battle 

of Savo Island, north of Guadalcanal.
S e p t e m b e r

10 British begin occupation of Madagascar.

J a n u a r y

14 President Roosevelt a t Casablanca, Morocco, 
to confer with Churchill and military leaders; 
called the “unconditional surrender” confer
ence.

30 -British bomb Berlin in daylight for the first 
time.

F e b r u a r y

9 Japanese finally abandon Guadalcanal area. 
14-16 Rostov and Kharkov fall to Red armies.
17 In Tunisia, U. S. forces are driven back by 

Nazis’ huge Mark VI tanks.
25 Americans recover lost ground in Tunisia.

M a r c h

4 General MacArthur announces big victory over 
Japs in Battle of Bismarck Sea, in New Guinea 
area.

23 In Tunisia, British smash Axis defenses; break 
through M areth Line.

A p r i l

11 Americans retake Faid Pass, Tunisia, where 
February retreat began.

M a y

7 In Tunisia, Americans take Bizerte and British 
enter Tunis.

11 Churchill in conference with Roosevelt a t W ash
ington.

12 Battle of North Africa ends..
30 Attu, Aleutian Islands, occupied by Japan in 

June, 1942, is recovered by Americans after 
a hard  battle.

J u n e

11 Italian island of Pantelleria, 80 miles from Sicily,
surrenders to Allies after heavy sea and air 
bombardment.

12 Island of Lampedusa, in M editerranean, is oc
cupied by Allies.

30 U. S. forces land on Rendova Island in the 
central Solomons.

15 U. S. aircraft carrier Wasp torpedoed in Guad
alcanal battle.

O c t o b e r

20 The Russians repulse a German mass attack at 
Stalingrad.

25 In the battle of Egypt, the British stand fast at 
El Alamein, despite heavy enemy attack.

N o v e m b e r

4 British offensive smashes Axis in Egypt.
6 Thousands of Italian and German troops sur

render in Egyptian campaign.
7 U. S. forces begin landings at North Africa,

supported by the British.
27 French scuttle fleet at Toulon as Germans ap

proach.
D e c e m b e r

3 Russians break through German lines west of 
Rzhev. Germans have given up fight for 
Stalingrad.

1943
J u l y

10 Sicily invaded by Canadian, American and 
British troops.

A u g u s t

1 U. S. Liberators bomb Ploesti oil fields and re
fineries in Rumania.

15 American and Canadian troops land on Kiska
in the Aleutians, bu t find the Japanese have 
already fled.

17 Roosevelt and Churchill confer at Quebec. Con
quest of Sicily is completed.

S e p t e m b e r

3 Allies invade Italy across the Straits of Messina.
8 Italy surrenders unconditionally.
9 American 5th Army lands at Salerno, Italy.

10 Germans shell and seize Rome. Italian fleet
escapes to the Allies.

11 MacArthur’s forces capture Salamaua in New
Guinea.

17 Lae, important Japanese base in New Guinea, 
falls.

O c t o b e r  

1 5th Army captures Naples.
13 Italy declares war on Germany.

N o v e m b e r  

6 Russian army recaptures Kiev.
20 U. S. troops land on Tarawa and Makin in the 

Gilbert Islands.
22 Roosevelt, Churchill and Chiang Kai-shek begin 

the Cairo Conference in which a decision is 
reached to strip Japan of all her conquests.
Makin and Tarawa are secured after bloody
fighting.

D e c e m b e r

4 Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin meet at Teheran.
16 U. S. 6th Army lands on Arawe in New Britain. 
24 Eisenhower named to direct the invasion of

Europe as Supreme Commander.
26 Allied forces land on Cape Gloucester in New 

Britain.



Chronology of W orld W ar I I

1944
J a n u a r y

25 The Allies report capture of the port of Anzio. 
F e b r u a r y

2 Marines capture Roi Island, in the Marshalls 
and land on Namur and Kwajalein.

17 It is revealed that a troopship, carrying mostly
Americans, was sunk “by enemy action” in 
European waters on an undisclosed date;
1,000 men lost.

21 In Japanese political shakeup, Hideki Tojo be
comes chief of the army.

M a r c h

6 Berlin bombed by hundreds of Flying Fort
resses.

22 Japanese columns penetrate India.
28 Allied drive at Cassino is admitted a “temporary 

failure.”
A p r i l

4 American forces in the Pacific capture 10 more 
atolls in the Marshall Islands.

18 British and Indian troops drive back invading
Japs in Manipur, India.

22 Americans land at Hollandia, Dutch New 
Guinea.

30 London reports U. S. and R. A. F. heavy bomb
ers unloaded more than 80,000 tons of 
explosives on enemy territory in April.

M a y

18 Cassino finally evacuated by the Germans.
J u n e

4 Rome falls to the Allies.
6 D-Day. America, British and Canadian troops

land in northern France. Eisenhower in su
preme command. Beachheads secured on 
Normandy, west of the Seine river and east 
of Cotentin Peninsula.

14 Amphibious force invades Saipan, in the Mari
anas.

16 B-29s bomb southern Japan.
19 Germans bomb England with secret weapon

(V -l) , flying bomb.
20 American invasion of the Marianas draws out

Jap fleet. In ensuing battle, 14 Jap ships are 
sunk, including a battleship.

25 American troops in Cherbourg.
30 Hengyang, American air base in China, aban

doned to advancing Japs.
J u l y

9 Caen, Normandy, falls to British and Canadians.
U. S. Marines complete conquest of Saipan. 

12 American troops at St. Lo.
19 Hitler injured, but not seriously, in bomb at

tem pt on his life.
21 U. S. Marines and infantry invade Guam.
25 Americans break through German lines in Nor

mandy.
A u g u s t

1 Americans enter province of Brittany from
Normandy.

2 Russians drive to Baltic sea.
8 Americans begin drive in direction of Paris.
9 Canadian and British forces smash German line

southeast of Caen; Americans close in on 
Le Mans.

15 American, British and Canadian troops take part 
in invasion of southern France between Nice 
and Marseille.

18 General Patch advances 30 miles inland after 
southern France invasion, controls coast area 
from Cannes to Toulon.

21 American armored columns reach Seine on both 
sides of Paris.

24 Rumania surrenders.
25 Germans surrender Paris.
28 Americans are in Chateau-Thierry.
29 U. S. troops capture Soissons.

S e p t e m b e r  

4 British take Brussels and Antwerp.
6 U. S. forces take Namur, cross Meuse river.

11 1st Army enters Luxembourg. Roosevelt and
Churchill in Quebec for eighth conference.

12 1st Army crosses German border near Trier.
13 LeHavre surrenders to British.
14 Five thousand planes attack Germany. Russian

troops on frontier of Czechoslovakia.
17 Airborne troops land deep in Holland. In China, 

the 14th Air Force abandons another air base 
at Kweilin.

O c t o b e r

1 Japs on the offensive in China. Americans
abandon another air base at Kwangsi. Can
adians complete capture of Calais.

9 Dumbarton Oaks conference ends.
20 Philippines invaded at Leyte. MacArthur “re

turns,” as he promised in 1942. In Europe, 
Belgrade, Yugoslav capital, falls to Russians. 
Aachen falls to Americans.

23-26 Second Battle of the Philippine Sea results 
in severe losses for Japan. American losses 
include three aircraft carriers.

N o v e m b e r

7 Roosevelt elected, for fourth term.
20 Allied troops enter Metz.
24 Tokyo bombed by Saipan-based B-29s.
25 U. S. Army breaks through Hurtgen Forest.
26 3rd Army penetrates Saar basin.
30 Canadian army invades Germany from Nijme-

gan area in Holland.
D e c e m b e r

11 France and Russia sign 20 year mutual assist
ance pact.

15 U. S. troops land on Mindoro in Philippines.
16 Germans begin counter offensive through Ar

dennes, break into Belgium and Luxembourg. 
20 German drive (Battle of the Bulge) races to

ward Liege, isolating Americans at Bastogne. 
26 Germans reach Celles, 50 miles from Brussels,

in powerful drive.
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J a n u a r y

3 Germans retain initiative except in Belgium.
9 Luzon, main Philippine island, invaded by

American forces at Lingayen Gulf, 100 miles 
north of Manila.

12 Russians drive into Poland.
15 Germans continue retreat from Belgium.

F e b r u a r y

5 Mac Arthur’s troops enter Manila.
7 Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin m eet at Yalta,

in the Crimea.
19 Marines land on Iwo Jima, 750 miles from

Tokyo.

M a r c h

7 First crossing of the Rhine in force.
17 3rd Army takes Coblenz.
26 Entire front now east of the Rhine in Germany.
27 3rd Army takes Frankfort. Russians within 60

miles of Vienna.

A p r i l

1 American troops invade Okinawa Island, 360
miles south of Japan.

2 Russians within 50 miles of Berlin.
11 Americans within 90 miles of Berlin.
12 President Roosevelt dies at W arm Springs,

Georgia. Harry S. Trum an becomes presi
dent.

18 U. S. troops take Leipzig and Magdeburg.
22 Russians in Berlin, but bitter street fighting 

rages. In Italy, British and American troops 
continue advance.

25 San Francisco Conference opens.
28 Benito Mussolini executed. Body thrown in

Milan street.

M a y

1 Nazi radio announces Hitler died fighting.
2 Berlin falls to Russians. German army surren

ders in Italy.
6 Admiral Doenitz, who succeeds Hitler, sur

renders.
8 V-E Day (Victory in Europe) declared.

26 Tokyo hard h it by American bombers. Fires
still burning two days later.

J u n e

5 Four-power declaration announces German de
feat, temporary restoration of pre-war boun
daries, and division into four zones.

10 Chinese capture port of Futing from Japs.
Australians invade Borneo.

21 Battle for Okinawa ends.
26 World Security Charter signed by representa

tives of 50 United Nations.
27 Luzon is declared reconquered.

J u l y

1 MacArthur directs invasion of Balikpapan, 
Borneo. Australians spearhead attack.

4 All Philippines declared liberated.
17 Truman, Stalin and Churchill meet at Potsdam. 
21 United States makes direct radio appeal to 

Japan to quit war or face total destruction. 
23 One thousand carrier based planes drop fire 

bombs on Nagoya and Osaka; 600 B-29s 
attack Kure.

25 Tokyo radio broadcasts appeal for terms less
severe than unconditional surrender.

26 U. S., Great Britain and China reply with out
line of terms laid down in the Cairo Declara
tion.

28 Chinese armies continue advances, re-take an
other air field.

29 Japan formally rejects surrender ultimatum.
A u g u s t

1 Air war over Japan increases in severity. Eight
hundred B-29s drop 6000 tons of blockbusters 
and fire bombs.

6 Atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima, virtually
wiping out the city.

8 Russia declares war on Japan, attacks Man
churia.

9 Second atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki.
14 Japanese accept Allied peace terms.
27 3rd fleet moves into Sagami Bay, Japan.
31 American prisoners freed from Japs tell of

privations.
S e p t e m b e r

2 Japanese premier and military leaders sign
formal surrender documents aboard USS
Missouri in Tokyo Bay. V-J Day (Victory 
over Japan.)




